TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #13-198

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON UNDERTAKE THE ANIMAL CONTROL RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HUNTERDON COUNTY MUNICIPALITIES 

WHEREAS, the County of Hunterdon is composed of twenty-six (26) municipalities whose populations range in size from the smallest, Stockton Borough, with a population of 538 to the largest, Raritan Township, with a population of 22,185; eight of the municipalities in the County have a population of under 2,000 and 22 of the 26 municipalities have a population of under 6,000.  Accordingly, the vast majority of municipalities in Hunterdon County are smaller ones which do not have a large administrative staff; and
WHEREAS, notwithstanding the size of the majority of municipalities in the County, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16 requires the governing body of each municipality appoint a certified animal control officer responsible for animal control within the jurisdiction of the municipality and who shall enforce and abide by statutory requirements for such an office; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16a establishes the certification requirements for animal control officers and mandates the establishment of rules and regulations for the training and educational qualifications for certified animal control officers; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16 mandates municipalities take into custody and impound dogs and other animals which are believed to be strays, dogs off the premises of the owner, any off premise female dog in season, any dog or other animal which is suspected of being rabid, any dog off the premises of the owner judged by the certified animal control officer to be ill, injured or creating a threat to public safety or welfare; and
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16 establishes the procedure as to how the certified animal control officer is to take into custody and impound dogs or other animals required to be collected and further provides that those animals are to be turned over to a shelter, pound or kennel; and

WHEREAS, prior to the adoption of the more demanding requirements for certification of animal control officers and the collection of animals meeting the definition of the statutory requirements, dog and other animal control activities were often carried. out by humane shelters or individuals known as dog catchers; and
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WHEREAS, increased professionalism required of animal control officers has decreased the number of suitable candidates for this position; and

WHEREAS, the number of shelters which are convenient to municipal locations willing to take dogs or other animals collected by the animal control officer has diminished for various reasons; and

WHEREAS, it has become increasingly difficult for municipalities in the County of Hunterdon to fulfill their statutory responsibilities with respect to stray dogs and other animals; and 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has a strong polity to encourage shared services to reduce the costs of municipal services; however, there are few economic benefits to be achieved by individual municipalities sharing an animal control officer because of the nature of the service, however, significant efficiencies of scale could be achieved if a county-wide animal control officer was created; and

WHEREAS, in larger municipalities, the animal control officer usually reports to the municipal health officer; and

WHEREAS, in Hunterdon County, most, if not all, municipalities do not have their own health officer, but delegate the administrative responsibilities of their Boards of Health to the County of Hunterdon Division of Public Health Services; and

WHEREAS, having a county-wide animal control officer(s) under the jurisdiction of the Hunterdon County Division of Public Health Services will increase professionalism, reduce the cost of providing animal control services and provide for more efficient use of the vehicles and equipment; and

WHEREAS, it would make sense for the County of Hunterdon to create the office of animal control officer with the Division of Public Health Services, which has the experience and administrative capacity to efficiently hire animal control officers and oversee their day-to-day activities.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Raritan as follows:

1)
The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan strongly urges the Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders to initiate a study of the appropriate benefits of a county takeover of the functions of the municipal animal control officer in any municipality which, by Resolution, requests that the County take over its animal control requirements.
2)
The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan requests that the State Senators and Assemblymen who represent municipalities in the County of Hunterdon, petition the State of New Jersey to provide funding for the study of a plan to have the County of Hunterdon take over the animal control responsibilities which request that service.

3)
The Township Clerk is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the following:


a)
The Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

b)
The Mayor and Governing body of each of the 26 municipalities in the County of Hunterdon.

c)
Each State Senator and Assemblymen who represent any municipalities in the County of Hunterdon.








TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE

ATTEST:





COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

________________________________

____________________________________

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC



Michael Mangin

Township Clerk




Mayor
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CERTIFICATION

 I, Rose Sollena, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true, complete and accurate copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan at a meeting held on November 18, 2013.           

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC

Township Clerk
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