TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #13-21

REQUESTING THAT THE NEW JERSEY BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES HOLD HEARINGS ON JERSEY CENTRAL POWER & LIGHT’S RESPONSE TO SUPER STORM SANDY AND TAKE THE APPROPRIATE ACTIONS AS MAY BE AUTHORIZED

WHEREAS, the Township of Raritan as well as hundreds of municipalities across the State of New Jersey were without power ranging from a few days to over two weeks as a result of Super Storm Sandy, which struck the State on Monday, October 29, 2012; and

WHEREAS, Super Storm Sandy caused devastation across the State in the form of downed power lines and trees, flooding, road closures, closed businesses and schools as well as disruption to transportation infrastructure and hubs; and

WHEREAS, the weather forecasts ahead of Super Storm Sandy, as well as communications from the State of New Jersey Office of Emergency Management, warned residents of the coming storm and the damage that it could inflict upon the residents of the State and that all utility companies should be prepared; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Raritan was severely impacted by Super Storm Sandy with County Route 579 closed for many days and approximately one-half of the Township’s roads closed for several days.  As of January 16, 2013, there are still sections of roads that are barricaded because of low hanging wires and downed trees; and 
WHEREAS, the Township of Raritan and its residents began reporting power outages immediately following the passing of Super Storm Sandy on Tuesday, October 30, 2012 to JCP&L, with JCP&L providing dates and timelines via its website and the New Jersey media that were false and erroneous, raising residents’ hopes that they would soon get power restored; and


WHEREAS, it was clear to the Township’s Governing Body and residents of the Township that the infrastructure that JCP&L was charged to maintain – its utility poles, transformers, substations and wiring, failed miserably and the utility was totally unprepared for the storm, for which JCP&L had been warned for several days to a week  before the storm hit; and
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WHEREAS, the Township of Raritan’s business operations, including all of its municipal and emergency management functions (police, fire and rescue) and its citizens’ ability to live and take comfort in their homes has now been impacted not once, not twice but three times in just fourteen months through the loss of a basic need, electricity, which the Township’s Governing Body finds totally and completely unacceptable, rendering the Township, as well as a large part of New Jersey, to a country where basic electricity hardly exists; and

WHEREAS, JCP&L is a public utility as defined by State law and thus it is subject to the jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU) and remains bound by the BPU’s rules, regulations and policies as well as all applicable requirements of the New Jersey Administrative Code which specifically address electrical utilities, plants, facilities and services; and

WHEREAS, under N.J.A.C. 14:3-3.1, each utility has an affirmative duty to provide end users with “safe, adequate and proper service, including furnishing and performance of service in a non-discriminatory manner; and in a manner that tends to conserve energy resources and preserve the quality of the environment and the quality of life”; and

WHEREAS, the Township’s Governing Body finds that JCP&L failed to provide that service in the length of time it took to restore the Township to full power, taking over 14 days in some areas, 10-11 days in most areas, caused its schools to close for over a week and a half,  failed to respond to the Township’s repeated request for what areas were to be prioritized pursuant to the direction of the Governor of the State of New Jersey – opening the County Roads, opening schools (restoring power) and restoring power to the Township Police Department and Municipal Building.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, requests the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities to hold hearings on JCP&L’s response to Super Storm Sandy to solicit public comment and, following such hearings, to take the appropriate action(s) as the BPU may be authorized under State law and regulations.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to BPU President Robert Hanna and Board of Public Utilities Commissioners, Legislators representing the 16th Legislative District, all Hunterdon County Municipalities and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities.
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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 
ATTEST:





THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

________________________________

______________________________

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC



Michael Mangin
Township Clerk




Mayor

I, Rose Sollena, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true, complete and accurate copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan at a meeting held on February 5, 2013.            

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC

Township Clerk
