TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #13-61
Resolution SUPPORTING LEGISLATION STRENGTHENING ABANDONED PROPERTY ENFORCEMENT.
WHEREAS, the members of the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan recognize that certain properties within the Township have degraded to such an extent that they are not aesthetically pleasing and are a blight to both neighboring residents and businesses posing a potential threat to the health, safety and well-being of those living, working and traveling next to them; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee recognizes that the problems attendant to these properties is symptomatic of the current economic environment; specifically, the high rate of unemployment which, in turn, has led to an abundance of foreclosures both within the State of New Jersey and nationally; and
WHEREAS, many of these properties have title owners with neither the financial incentive nor the financial ability to either maintain their properties or to rectify local and State of New Jersey building code violations; and
WHEREAS, the Township is aware that similar conditions associated with these properties within the  Township also exist and plague many other municipalities within the County of Hunterdon and throughout the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes that many municipalities, including the Township, lack both the requisite financial resources and the personnel to properly investigate such properties, to notify the properties’ title owners and/or mortgage holders of any code violations, and to properly prosecute and enforce those properties with continuing and unabated code violations; and
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WHEREAS, the Township Committee, in light of the absentee and unresponsive owners of these properties, deems it imperative that legislation be promptly adopted, including provisions whereby:
· mortgagees of such properties assume responsibility for maintaining all such property to ensure the safety, health and well-being of those living, working and traveling adjacent to such properties; and

· mortgagees, during the pendency of any foreclosure action, be required to conduct periodic inspections of each such properties and to timely remediate any and all continuing violations of the State of New Jersey building code and Township Ordinances; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes that this is a problem common to all municipalities in the State of New Jersey requiring State funding to allow a uniform response.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey that:

1. The Township of Raritan seeks the creation, adoption and implementation of legislation ensuring that the mortgagee of any property found to be in disrepair or in contravention of both local ordinances and the State of New Jersey building code is to be declared the party responsible for the repair and/or remediation of any condition violating either the State of New Jersey building code or Township Ordinances;
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2. The Township of Raritan further seeks the creation, adoption and implementation of appropriate legislation mandating the mortgagee of any property which is subject to foreclosure proceedings, to conduct periodic inspections of each such property and to timely remediate any and all continuing violations of the State of New Jersey building code and/or Township Ordinances; and

3. The Township of Raritan further seeks funding from the State of New Jersey to address a problem which is common to all municipalities in the State requiring a uniform response; and
4. A copy of this Resolution be sent to the Legislators representing this Legislative District, all Hunterdon County Municipalities and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities; and

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.
ATTEST: 





TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 








THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

_____________________________

_________________________

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC


Michael Mangin

Township Clerk




Mayor

I, Rose Sollena, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true, complete and accurate copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan at a meeting held on April 16, 2013.            

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC

Township Clerk
