TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

RESOLUTION NO. 14-141

A RESOLUTION DETERMINING THAT THE PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED AS BLOCK 16.01 AND LOTS 37.01 AND 54 BE DESIGNATED AS A NON-CONDEMNATION REDEVELOPMENT AREA IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET SEQ., AND AUTHORIZING AN EXPANSION OF THAT CONTRACT PREVIOUSLY AWARDED TO CLARKE CATON HINTZ TO PREPARE A REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE DESIGNATED AREA.

	WHEREAS, the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. ("Redevelopment Law"), authorizes munici- palities to determine whether certain parcels of land located therein constitute areas in need of redevelopment; and

	WHEREAS, on June 4, 2014, the Township Committee ("Committee") of the Township of Raritan ("Township") adopted a Resolution authorizing and directing the Planning Board of the Township ("Board") to conduct a preliminary investigation to determine whether certain properties, identified as Block 16.01, Lots 37.01 and 54, or any portions thereof ("Study Area"), meet the criteria set forth in the Redevelopment Law and should be designated as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area, as that term is defined by the Redevelopment Law; and

	WHEREAS, the Board conducted a preliminary investigation of the Study Area to determine whether it should be designated as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area in accordance with the criteria and procedures set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 and 40A:12A-6; and

	WHEREAS, as part of its preliminary investigation, the Board caused Brian M. Slaugh, P.P., AICP, from Clarke Caton Hintz, the Board's Consulting Planner, to prepare an Area In Need of Redevelopment Investigation Study ("Area in Need Study") for the Board for its consideration in determining whether the Study Area should be designated a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area; and

	WHEREAS, in addition to the foregoing, Mr. Slaugh prepared a map showing the boundaries of the proposed redevelopment area and locations of the parcels of property included therein, along with a statement setting forth the basis for its investigation in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6(b)(1); and
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	WHEREAS, a public hearing was conducted by the Board on July 23, 2014, with notice having been properly given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6(b)(3); and

	WHEREAS, at the public hearing, the Board reviewed the Area in Need Study, the map and associated documents, and heard testimony from Mr. Slaugh and others; and

	WHEREAS, at the public hearing, members of the general public were given an opportunity to be heard and to address questions to the Board concerning the potential designation of the Study Area as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area; and

	WHEREAS, after completing its investigation and public hearing on this matter, the Board concluded that there was sufficient credible evidence to support findings that satisfy the criteria set forth in the Redevelopment Law, particularly at N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 et seq., for designating the Study Area as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area and that said designation is necessary for the effective redevelopment of the area comprising the Study Area; and

	WHEREAS, the Board further concluded that there was sufficient credible evidence to support findings that any designation of the Study Area as a Non-Condemnation Study Area shall not authorize the municipality to exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire any property in the Study Area; and

	WHEREAS, in accordance with the Redevelopment Law and as memorialized by Resolution, dated July 23, 2014, the Board recommended to the Township Committee that Block 16.01, Lots 37.01 and Lot 54 be designated as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area; and

	WHEREAS, the Township Committee considered the Board's recommendation at its regularly scheduled public meeting on August 19, 2014; and

	WHEREAS, at the Township Committee's public meeting, members of the general public were given an opportunity to be heard and to address questions concerning the potential designation of the Study Area as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area; and

Resolution #14-141
Page 3



	WHEREAS, Township Committee accepted the recommendation of the Planning Board to declare the Study Area as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Plan; and

	WHEREAS, on June 4, 2014, the Township Committee awarded Clarke Caton Hintz a Professional Services Contract to serve as the Township Consulting Planner to prepare the Area in Need Study; and

	WHEREAS, in order to effectuate the Township Committee’s designation of the Study Area as an Area in Need of Redevelopment, the preparation of a Redevelopment Plan and presentation to the Planning Board and Township Committee is required; and

	WHEREAS, Clarke Caton Hintz presented a proposal, dated August 5, 2014, which proposal was amended on August 14, 2014 to provide for an hourly rate to prepare a Redevelopment Plan and associated presentations in an amount not to exceed $11,500.00, including costs, representing an expansion of its prior Professional Services Contract and by expanding the Consulting Planner’s contract, there is continuity in the planning process; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to authorize the Planning Board to review the Redevelopment Plan and transmit the proposed Plan to the Township Committee for its consideration upon completion of the Planning Board’s review.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey accepts the recommendation from the Planning Board of the Township of Raritan and finds that Block 16.01, Lots 37.01 and Lot 54 as shown on the official tax map of the Township of Raritan be and are hereby deemed to be a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.; and
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	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the designation of Block 16.01, Lots 37.01 and Lot 54 as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area shall not authorize the Township to exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire any property in the Study Area; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Township hereby reserves all other authority and powers granted to it under the Redevelopment Law; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Township of Raritan shall forthwith transmit a copy of the within Resolution to the Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs for review; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that within ten (10) days of the Township Committee's adoption of the within Resolution, the Clerk of the Township of Raritan shall serve notice of the Township Committee's determination and the within Resolution upon all record owners of property within the Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area, those whose names are listed on the tax assessor's records, and upon each person who filed a written objection thereto and stated, in or upon the written submission, an address to which notice of the determination and Resolution may be sent and upon the Commission of the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs; and

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the firm of Clarke Caton Hintz, having been previously retained by the Township, is authorized and directed to prepare a Redevelopment Plan for the Study Area, including an outline for the planning, development and redevelopment of the Study Area pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7 and present same to the Planning Board and Township Committee at the hourly rate stated in its amended proposal in an amount not to exceed $11,500.00, including costs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,	that the Planning Board shall transmit a report containing its recommendation concerning the Redevelopment Plan to the Township Committee. The Planning Board’s report shall include an identification of any provisions in the proposed Redevelopment Plan which are inconsistent with the Master Plan and recommendations concerning these incon-sistencies and any other matters as the Planning Board deems appropriate; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.




ATTEST:						TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE
							TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN


_____________________________		___________________________
Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC			Craig O’Brien
Township Clerk					Mayor






CERTIFICATION

I, Rose Sollena, Clerk of the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true, complete and accurate copy of Resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan at a meeting held on August 19, 2014.  


							___________________________								Rose Sollena, Clerk
							Township of Raritan
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