TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE #14-15





    AMENDED

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY NO LONGER NECESSARY FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE ALONG THE FORMER PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE.

WHEREAS, the Township of Raritan is the owner of a parcel of property to be shown effective January 1, 2015 on the Township of Raritan Tax Map as Block 36.02, Lot 21.01, and surrounded by Block 27, Lot 100, owned by the Black River & Western Corp.; Block 27.02, Lot 100, owned by the Black River & Western Corp.; Block 27.02, Lot 42, owned by the New Jersey Department of Transportation; Block 36.02, Lot 21, owned by BGA Properties, LLC, which is a portion of the former Pennsylvania Avenue, consisting of approximately 0.31 acres; and

WHEREAS, this property is no longer needed for a public use and the Township desires to vacate and release the public rights therein; and

WHEREAS, the Local Lands and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq., allows the sale of municipal property at a private sale under certain circumstances; and
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5) provides that:


(b) At private sale, when authorized by resolution, in the case of a county, or by ordinance, in the case of a municipality, in the following cases:

***


(5) A sale to the owner of the real property contiguous to the real property being sold; provided that the property being sold is less than the minimum size required for development under the municipal zoning ordinance and is without any capital improvement thereon; except that when there is more than one owner with real property contiguous thereto, said property shall be sold to the highest bidder from among all such owners. Any such sale shall be for not less that the fair market value of said property...;

and


WHEREAS, the property being sold is less than the minimum size required for development under the Township of Raritan Land Development Code, and is without any capital improvement; and


WHEREAS, the property being sold has three (3) owners with real property contiguous thereto; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to vacate and release the public rights to the property and sell the property because it is no longer necessary for a public purpose, and 
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desires to sell the property to the highest bidder from among the contiguous property owners, with the minimum bid of $15,000.00, this being the fair market value as established by the Township Tax Assessor.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, in the County of Hunterdon, and State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. That the public rights to the property are vacated and released.

2. That the Whereas clauses above constitute the findings and conclusions of law of the Township Committee regarding the eligibility of the property to be sold under N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(5).
3. That the Township Administrator is authorized to issue a Notice to Bidders to the three (3) property owners adjoining the property establishing the terms and conditions of the sale, including a minimum bid price of $15,000.00.
4. That the Notice to Bidders be issued no later than ten (10) days after the adoption of this Ordinance, with receipt of bids scheduled for no later than thirty (30) days after the adoption of this Ordinance.

5. That the Township Mayor, Administrator, Clerk and Attorney are hereby authorized to take the necessary steps to issue the Notice to Bidders, and after award to the highest bidder by Resolution of the Township  Committee, to sign all necessary documents, including a Quit Claim Deed, to close on the property.
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6. Expressly reserved and excepted from this Ordinance are all of the rights and privileges now possessed by public utilities and cable television companies to maintain and repair their existing facilities adjacent to, over and under the property to be vacated and sold.
7. At least seven (7) days prior to the time fixed for the consideration of this Ordinance for final passage, a copy of this Ordinance, together with a notice of its introduction and the time and place when and where the Ordinance will be further considered for final passage, shall be mailed to every person whose land may be affected by this Ordinance so far as may be ascertained. Said notices shall be mailed by the Township Clerk in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:49-6.
8. The Township Clerk shall, within sixty (60) days of the adoption of this Ordinance, record a copy of this Ordinance certified by the Clerk under the seal of the Township, to be a true copy thereof, together with proof of publication thereof, in the office of the Clerk of the County of Hunterdon, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40:67-21.
9. If any article, section, subsection, paragraph, phrase or sentence is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional or invalid, said article, section, subsection, paragraph, phrase or sentence shall be deemed severable.
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10. This Ordinance shall take effect upon recording with the Clerk of the County of Hunterdon.
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE

ATTEST:





OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

______________________________
____________________________

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC


Craig O’Brien

Township Clerk




Mayor

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE


Please take notice that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a Township Committee meeting of the Township of Raritan on October 7, 2014, the same was then ordered to be published according to law with a public hearing and final adoption scheduled for the meeting of November 5, 2014 beginning at 7:00 P.M. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive in the Township of Raritan at which time all interested persons will be heard.







__________________________________







Rose Sollena, RMC, Clerk
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