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EXPLANATION: This Ordinance authorizes the Township of Raritan to purchase Block 43, Lot 3 from Theodore Kangas, Jr., a/k/a Ted Kangas, and Laurel Kerruish and authorizes an appropriation in an amount not to exceed $282,850.00 from the Open Space Trust Fund.

TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON

ORDINANCE #14-18
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN TO PURCHASE BLOCK 43, LOT 3 FROM THEODORE KANGAS, JR., A/K/A TED KANGAS, AND LAUREL KERRUISH AND AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $282,850.00 FROM THE OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND._

WHEREAS, the Township of Raritan negotiated with Theodore Kangas, Jr., a/k/a Ted Kangas, and Laurel Kerruish to purchase Block 43, Lot 3 (“Property”) for open space, conservation and recreational or similar uses as authorized in N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq.; and


WHEREAS, the negotiations resulted in an agreement being reached subject to the approval and ratification of the Township Committee; and


WHEREAS, the Township Attorney drafted an “Agreement for Purchase of Real Estate” (“Contract”) between Theodore Kangas, Jr., a/k/a Ted Kangas, and Laurel Kerruish and the Township, which Contract was reviewed and approved by the attorneys for Theodore Kangas, Jr., a/k/a Ted Kangas, and Laurel Kerruish; and
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WHEREAS, the Contract calls for a total purchase price in an amount not to exceed $282,850.00 for the Property; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee reviewed the Contract and wishes to authorize its execution by the Mayor and Clerk; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to authorize the Township Administrator and Township Attorney to take all required action to satisfy all contingencies contained in the Contract; and to arrange to close within forty-five (45) days from the effective date of the Contract; and


WHEREAS, the Open Space Advisory Committee recommended the acquisition of the Property for the purposes set forth hereinbefore and the funding of such acquisition through the Open Space Trust Fund (“Trust Fund”) in conjunction with the following funding sources: the D&R Greenway Land Trust contributing $56,570.00; the New Jersey Conservation Foundation – County Cooperative Open Space Assistance Program contributing $84,855.00; and the utilization of the Township of Raritan Green Acres allocation in the sum of $141,425.00 (“Funding Sources”), totaling $282,850.00; and
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WHEREAS, the Township will fund the purchase price through the said Trust Fund and Funding Sources; and


WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to adopt this Ordinance to authorize the acquisition of the Property, authorize the funding for the acquisition of the Property, and authorize allocating funds from the Green Acres Program; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee desires to authorize the Township Administrator and Attorney to obtain all necessary studies, including title searches, surveys and Phase I Enviro- mental Site Assessment consistent with the Green Acres Program requirements; and

WHEREAS, it is the intention of the Township, if necessary, to transfer, convey, assign or restrict the Property as required by the Green Acres Program in order to receive reimbursement; and

WHEREAS, the Local Lands and Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b)(1) and N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13.4, authorizes the Township to transfer unneeded municipal interests in land to another governmental entity at a private sale provided that the property continues to serve a public purpose; namely, preserved for open space, conservation and recreation or similar uses as authorized in N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et seq.; and
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WHEREAS, if required by the Funding Sources, the Township will transfer any interest it may have in the Property to another governmental entity for open space, conservation, recreation or other similar use.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, in the County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.
This Ordinance, upon final adoption, shall authorize the Township of Raritan to acquire the Property, authorize the funding for the acquisition of the Property, authorize allocating funds from the Green Acres Program, authorize all necessary studies, including title searches, surveys and a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment consistent with the Green Acres Program and expend money from the Trust Fund for these purposes.

2.
The Township of Raritan Mayor and Clerk are hereby directed and authorized to utilize the Trust Fund for this purchase, execute an “Agreement for the Purchase of Real Estate” for the purchase of Block 43, Lot 3 in an amount not to exceed $282,850.00.

Ordinance #14-18





Page 5

3.
The Township Administrator and Township Attorney are hereby directed to take all action required to satisfy the contingencies contained in the Contract.

4.
The Township Administrator and Township Attorney are hereby directed to allocate all or a portion of the purchase price from the Green Acres Program, and to take all action necessary for the Township to receive reimbursement from the Funding Sources.

5.
There is hereby authorized an appropriation in an amount not to exceed $282,850.00 from the Trust Fund for the acquisition of the Property described in this Ordinance subject to reimbursement from the Funding Sources. The Township Chief Financial Officer shall, prior to the effective date of this Ordinance, file with the Township Clerk a statement certifying that sufficient funds are available in the Trust Fund to make this appropriation. The original certification shall be attached to the original of this Ordinance and shall be kept on file with the Township Clerk.
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6. The Township Mayor, Clerk and Attorney are hereby authorized to take any action necessary to transfer, convey, assign, if necessary, or restrict the Property as required by the Green Acres Program in order to receive full or partial reimbursement of the purchase price from the Funding Sources.

7. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its final passage and publication according to law.

ATTEST:





TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
________________________


By:__________________________

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC, Clerk
   
   
   Craig O’Brien, Mayor

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

Please take notice that the foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a Township Committee meeting of the Township of Raritan on October 21, 2014, the same was then ordered to be published according to law with a public hearing and final adoption scheduled for the meeting of November 17, 2014 beginning at 7:00 P.M. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive in the Township of Raritan at which time all interested persons will be heard.






     ____________________________







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC

Township Clerk
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