TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #15-163

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PLACEMENT OF A 
NON-BINDING REFERENDUM ON THE NOVEMBER 3, 2015
 GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN VOTERS DESIRE DISCUSSIONS WITH
 THE BOROUGH OF FLEMINGTON 
TO CONSOLIDATE INTO A SINGLE MUNICIPALITY


	WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.19:37-1 allows the governing body of any municipality to ascertain the sentiment of the legal voters of the municipality upon any question of policy pertinent to the government; and

	WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of New Jersey to encourage municipalities to consolidate services and, where appropriate, for municipalities to consolidate into a single new municipality; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan believes that discussions regarding consolidation into a single new municipality with the Borough of Flemington may be appropriate, provided that the voters of Raritan favor discussions with Flemington regarding consolidating into a single new municipality; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan desires to ascertain the sentiment of Raritan’s voters at the November 3, 2015 general election, upon the following Question, with the following Interpretative Statement:

Question:

Shall the Township of Raritan have discussions with the Borough of Flemington regarding the feasibility of consolidating the Township of Raritan and the Borough of Flemington into a single new municipality, to discuss the form of government under which such new municipality should be governed, with these discussions to determine whether the creation of a consolidation commission will be by submission to the voters or created and appointed by Resolution of the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan and the Council of the Borough of Flemington.

Interpretative Statement:

This referendum is non-binding on the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, with the purpose of the referendum to ascertain whether Raritan voters desire discussions with the Borough of Flemington about consolidating into a single new government, the form of the new government and how a consolidation commission will be formed.
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A “Yes” vote favors discussions with Flemington about becoming one (1) municipality.

A “No” vote does not favor discussions with Flemington about becoming one (1) municipality.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, in the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1.	That a copy of this Resolution be delivered to the Clerk of the County of Hunterdon with a request that the Question and Interpretative Statement be placed on the November 3, 2015 general election ballot.

2.	That a copy of this Resolution be delivered to the Clerk of the Borough of Flemington.

3.	That this Question and Interpretative Statement be placed on the November 3, 2015 general election ballot.

4.	That the Resolution shall take effect immediately.



ATTEST:						TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE
							TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN


________________________			_____________________________ 
Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC				Craig O’Brien
Township Clerk					Mayor
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I, Rose Sollena, hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true, complete and accurate copy of a Resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan at a meeting held on July 21, 2015.


						    ______________________________
    Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
  			  Township Clerk
{A0857355}
