TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #16-77

WHEREAS, the men and women who served in the United States armed services have made extraordinary sacrifices to serve this nation and should not experience homelessness; and
WHEREAS, preventing and ending homelessness among veterans is a national priority that the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and its federal partners, including the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH), have taken decisive action to achieve; and
WHEREAS, now more than 850 mayors, governors, and counties across the nation have accepted that challenge, making a commitment to end veteran homelessness in their communities; and
WHEREAS, ending homelessness for veterans and their families is critical to towns and counties in New Jersey as it will reduce the inefficient usage of costly health care services and emergency shelters, as well as enhance the ability of veterans to continue to positively contribute to their communities and increase economic productivity; and
WHEREAS, a housing first approach removes barriers to helping veterans obtain permanent housing as quickly as possible; and
WHEREAS, partners at the county and state level can help provide a comprehensive range of resources and supportive services to re-house veterans and their families, including outreach, case management, temporary financial assistance, transitional housing, permanent supportive housing, and job training.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Raritan Township Committee joins with over 850 governing bodies nationwide in supporting the Mayors Challenge to End Veteran Homelessness; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Raritan Township Committee acknowledges that a community-wide collaborative approach is essential in ending veteran homelessness and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Raritan Township Committee encourages policies and practices in both the private and public sectors that support employment of Veterans, provides increased access to public transportation and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Raritan Township Committee encourages landlords to support our veterans by providing affordable housing wherever possible.


___________________________________		__________________________________
Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC				Karen Gilbert
Township Clerk				Mayor


I, Rose Sollena, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true, complete and accurate copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan at a meeting held on April 5, 2016.        

							Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
[bookmark: _GoBack]							Township Clerk



