          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                     April 24, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on April 24, 2012 at
the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney William Willard.    
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 

Mayor Elbert announced that Frank Case, Sr., Charter Member of Fire Company passed away.  Comm. Mangin said that he began his fire fighting career in 1958 with a total of eight members.  
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway, wanted to know if this was the 6:30 p.m. meeting or the 7:00 p.m. meeting.


Mayor Elbert said it was the 7:00 p.m. meeting.  The 6:30 p.m. Budget Meeting will be held after the Township Committee Meeting.  He also responded to Mrs. Sachau by saying that the Township will not have a 0% increase, however, it is trying to get as close to that as possible.  He also mentioned that the two lots sold will be added to the budget.


***
Ms. Sachau wanted to know when the public could be involved with the union negotiations.  Some of the contracts have huge impacts to the taxpayers.  The public is left out of these negotiations and it does not find out anything until after the contracts are settled.

PUBLIC 
Adm. Pietrefesa said that all contracts, once they are approved, are done in an open 
COMMENT
session meeting by the Township Committee.  The Township is still negotiating many 
(Con’t)
contracts at this time, except the Police.  The contracts are also filed with Public Employees Relations Commission (PERC).  When the contracts are filed, a form must be filed with PERC that shows the value of the contract increases or decreases.   Attorney Willard said that there is no way the public could be involved in the negotiation process.  The negotiations are an exception to the Open Public Meetings Act.  Mayor Elbert said that the Township Committee is trying very hard to respect all the citizens of Raritan Township. 

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  1,912,984.94

ISSUES


Comm. Antosiewicz asked about Check #21160 and #21163.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the new vendor that the electric bill is paid to.  Bills will still be coming in from JCP&L for transmission costs.  With regard to the Animal Control and Investigative Services, he will be paid a monthly amount of $3,666.66.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Hazard.  

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

UNFINISHED
LAND SALE RESULTS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that bids were taken on April 

BUSINESS
11th for the two parcels that were put up for sale that the Township has acquired by In Rem Foreclosure.  There was one bidder for each property.  The price was at the minimum.  Attorney Cruz was in attendance.  The bid for the property on Old Croton Road was for $52,000 from Hopewell Property Development.  The bid for the property on Sam Levine Road was for $6,500 from Henry and Marissa Mattingly.  The bidders provided the required down payment.  They were given draft copies of the contract of sale.  Deposits have been received.  The closing date will be thirty (30) days from the signing of the contracts.  The State will allow the Township to put these amounts in the budget as anticipated revenue.  Resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.
UNFINISHED
LOWES HOUSING FEE SETTLEMENT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a 
BUSINESS
settlement that was discussed by the Township Committee previously regarding  
(Con’t)
COAH fees for Lowes.  Based on the calculations on their improvements and the site value.  The refund will be $115 +.  This has been ongoing in the Tax Court for about three years.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


COMMUNITY GARDEN DRAFT RULES, REGULATIONS AND FEE – Adm. 


Pietrefesa distributed a draft with several options for the garden.  There is also an ordinance for introduction to codify the fees.  It was the consensus of the Committee to charge the fee of $30.00 for one year.  Senior Citizens 65 and older will be charged $20.00.  Schools and Non-Profit Organizations will not be charged a fee.  He also mentioned that Attorney Cruz has reviewed the rules and regulations.  Water will be available from a hose at the rear of the Municipal Building between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  There is a special key to turn on the water that will be available to the Community Garden Committee Members only.  Since the Committee does not know how much water usage there will be, this will be on a trial basis.  It will be reviewed at a later date.  Comm. King asked if the Township is opening this up potentially for other organizations wanting to use Township water.  He felt that if the Township opens this up for the Community Garden, the Township might have to open it up to other organizations.  Attorney Willard said that if the Township has a Community Garden fee, the Township is not opening the policy decision for anyone else to ask to use Township water.  It is only for this designated purpose.  There is a set fee, plus the Township could always increase the fee if the water bill increases.  Comm. Hazard said he did not want this to be a liability issue for the Township.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the current water bill is about $300 - $400 per month, not counting the fire hydrant.  Garden hours will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday and from 12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m. on Sundays.  


***
Jeannie Geremia, Garden Committee Member, said that she would like to also have scout members also participate.  She will contact all the people who expressed an interest.  


Adm. Pietrefesa said that a grant of $500 was awarded to the Township and is part of the budget.  This will help with the maintenance of the garden.  The Committee will have to decide how organic it wants the garden to be.  i.e. no chemicals/weed killers or pesticides.  Certified organic compost, mulch, pesticides, herbicides and other materials may be used.  Comm. King said that this policy should be consistent with what policy the Township has in place at the present time.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the garden will not have any compost bins.    
 NEW
RENEWAL FOR SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH EAST 
 BUSINESS
AMWELL FOR POLICE SERVICES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the lease agreement will be the same as last year with the dollar value being the same in the amount of $15,000.  Comm. King wanted to know if this was a good deal for the Township.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Chief would know that answer because Adm. Pietrefesa was not involved in the negotiations.  Comm. Mangin wanted to know if the Township’s costs are covered.  Comm. Antosiewicz said he spoke with the Chief and he feels that this is a great service to the community and that the Township is not losing any money being involved with this shared service.    


LEASE AGREEMENT WITH FLEMINGTON BOROUGH FOR COURT ROOM – Comm. Antosiewicz said that there was a minor increase on the rate.  Flemington Borough will pay the Township $10,200.00 for 2012.
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #12-3

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2012 TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)
Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the appropriation cap, not the tax levy cap.  Because the Township could not have public hearing and the vote on April 16, 2012, the ordinance has to be reintroduced with the public hearing vote is scheduled for the meeting of May 15, 2012.   
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-3 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of May 15, 2012 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.
Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes



Hazard – yes



King – yes



Mangin – yes



Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
ORDINANCES                                   ORDINANCE #12-4

(Con’t)
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AND MORE SPECIFICALLY TO AMEND CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3.999.010 FEE SCHEDULE TO ADD COMMUNITY GARDEN FEE

Adm. Pietrefesa said that the fees will be as follows:  



Community Garden Fee
$30.00



Senior Citizens 65 and older
$20.00



Township Schools and



Non-Profit Organizations
No Fee
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-4 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of May 15, 2012 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes



Hazard – yes



King – yes



Mangin – yes



Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.




Minutes:




1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:



2)
Budget Meeting Minutes:

CONSENT
Resolutions:

AGENDA

(Con’t)

a.
Resolution #12-75 – Accepting the Bid for the Sale of 23, Lot 4 and 

                                  Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign a Contract



          for Sale of Land
b.
Resolution #12-76 – Accepting the Bid for the Sale of Block 41, Lot 63 and

                                  Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign a Contract 



          for Sale of Land 
c.
Resolution #12-77 – Lowes Tax Settlement

d.
Resolution #12-78 – Shared Service Agreement with East Amwell                                                  Township for Police

e.
Resolution #12-80 – Shared Service Agreement with Flemington Borough                                                for Court Room

f.
Resolution #12-81 – Adopting the Rules and Regulations for Community                                                 Garden
Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE
***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway, noted that the agreement with East Amwell
OF THE


Township for police service was $15,000 per year.  She wanted to know what
FLOOR


the total cost for running the police department was in Raritan Township and what percentage of that does it take to provide the services.  She thought that this should be examined further.  



Comm. Antosiewicz said that the services to East Amwell Township are just a few hours per week when the schedule permits and when court time permits.  The Chief is in support of this service to East Amwell Township.   Attorney Willard said that according to the agreement, the State Police is policing East Amwell Township.  The 
PRIVILEGE
Township is giving four hours per week for an officer to write some tickets or monitor 
OF THE

some of the roads. 
FLOOR

(Con’t)

***
Ms. Sachau wanted to know when the solar ordinance will be completed.




Mayor Elbert said that at the next Planning Board Meeting, the solar ordinance will be discussed.  

***
Ms. Sachau said she did not want to see farmland turned into solar plots because this was industry.  Solar should go on top of commercial buildings or hazmat sites.  She also wanted to know about the high legal bills.




Adm. Pietrefesa said that the reason for the high legal bills is that the Township is in negotiation with four unions.  This will not be the case every year.

BUDGET

Adm. Pietrefesa said that he will be adding $58,500 to the budget for the land sale.  
UPDATE

There will also be an additional amount from FEMA for last years’ storms for $14,156.00.  There will be a reduced salary for the new Court Administrator.  The Violations Clerk has submitted her retirement effective at the end of July.  This will be a savings of $13,000.  All these items amount to $86,000.  Because of this, there will be a 1.78% increase in the tax rate.  The Engineering Office will have a savings also.  He also wanted the Township Committee to consider adding money to the Utilities Budget for gasoline.  He has allocated $204,000.  The Township has already spent $230,000, however, this could be offset by a savings in the electric bills.  The change in the average residential bill will go from $28.91 down to $20.16 per year.  
Adm. Pietrefesa said that because the Township is still in negotiations with the unions, the public hearing for the budget will be held on May 1, 2012.  At that time, there will be no further action taken on the budget.  There are still changes to consider and the Township may receive additional FEMA money in the next few weeks.  The State will not be ready to give any approvals by May 1, 2012.  A resolution would be needed to amend the budget.  The resolution would indicate what line items are being changed.  Every line item that is affected must be included in the resolution.  Depending on what the changes are, the Township may or may not have to have another public hearing.  Additional changes will be discussed at the meeting of May 1, 2012 and possibly there may be an amendment on May 15, 2012.  The Township Committee, in the meantime, will have to adopt another Temporary Emergency Budget Resolution on May 1, 2012. The Township anticipated the adoption of the budget on May 1, 2012 and that will not happen.  
BUDGET

Mayor Elbert said that the Township is heading in the right direction with regard to the 
UPDATE

budget.  Comm. King asked about the resolution to support Donna Simon’s bill on 
(Con’t)

accumulated sick and vacation time.  Adm. Pietrefesa said this will be on the 
May 1st Agenda.  
Resolution #12-79 – CLOSED SESSION:

                                   Contractual – Union Negotiations – CWA Local 1040;

                                    Teamsters Local 469; Supervisor’s Union;

                        Higher Level Supervisor’s Union

Personnel     - Township Engineer Position
Litigation     - 

Attorney-Client Privilege – 




Resolution #12-79 was not needed.  All items were discussed at the 6:00 p.m. meeting.

ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:      7:55 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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