          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

               December 17, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on December 17, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at:   7:09   p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Deputy Mayor Oliver Elbert, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Karen Gilbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert Cruz.             
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World and for the Children in the Colorado Shooting.    
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$ 514,656.39

ISSUES

Comm. O’Brien asked about a payment to Ditschman/Flemington Ford in the amount of $1,482.75.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that it could be for parts or work done on a vehicle.  Comm. O’Brien asked about a payment to David Snyder for $15.00.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was for a meal allowance reimbursement.  Mayor Mangin said that the lion’s share of the bill list is for health care costs for the amount of approximately $335,098.00.  A question was raised about a payment to Stewart Business Systems in the amount of $1,520.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was a printer, fax, copier for the Tax Collector.  


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
FINANCIAL
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes
ISSUES



Elbert – yes

(Con’t)



Gilbert - yes




O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company 









$  54,389.25 


Adm. Pietrefesa said that the amount of $54,050 is for the balance of the Fire Company’s lease agreement.  This agreement is for housing the fire trucks.

Deputy Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the 

Raritan Township Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – recuse


Motion carried.


BUDGET TRANSFERS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the biggest expense is for snow removal.  Salt must be on hand at all times just in case of a snow storm.  The overtime for last Saturday and Sunday’s snow storm was $20,000.  

FINANCIAL 
Resolution #13-223 – Budget Transfers

ISSUES
(Con’t)
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-223.


Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.



REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development – Mayor Mangin said that the Township is in the process of hiring several individuals for replacements in various departments.  He mentioned that that following comments he is making were only his views and not the views of the Township Committee.  He has been in touch with every major business person in the Township and sometimes with the form of government such as a Township Committee, the Mayor is on a one-year cycle.  He felt that the Township should think about changing the form of government to a council form of government with the election of a Mayor for a three-year term.  It was a tough year having to deal with five union contracts, a huge deficit and litigation.  Mayor Mangin said that the Committee is very fiscally conservative and, according to the auditor, the Township does an excellent job.  He would like to see the Township give money back to the taxpayers.  
Comm. Antosiewicz said that he agreed with the Mayor.  He mentioned about Princeton Borough and Princeton Township merging together.  As a result of this, there was a savings of several millions of dollars.  He agreed with the Mayoral form of government.   

Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert said there is a benefit to having a Township Committee.  The Committee works together.  He was not convinced that the Township should change its form of government.  The Public Works Department has been stretched thin and it has been very rough on the department because they are down on personnel  Regarding rural quality, it has been very quiet.  
REPORTS

Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – Comm. 
(Con’t)

Antosiewicz said that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and he met with the Hunterdon Medical Center on Wednesday and presented the hospital with a check for $10,000 that was received from New Jersey Sustainable Grant.  The money will go toward an electric charging station.       

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA and Public Safety  - Comm. O’Brien thanked the Mayor and Deputy Mayor for their work in the past year.  He was very intrigued about the idea about a Council vs. a Township Committee.  He felt that a Township Committee form of government works well in a small town.  Mayor Mangin said this would be a long process including getting the voters to go through a referendum.  He still thinks that the Committee should consider it.   Comm. O’Brien said that there a several police cars being maintained and Public Works is going a great job keeping the snow plows running.  He would like to see some of the vehicles contracted out because there will come a point where it will become a safety issue.  Mayor Mangin said that he didn’t think that the Township could go outside to do that.  It may be a violation of the union contract.  

Karen Gilbert - Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, Economic
Development, Public Safety,  Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Gilbert said that she attended a Sr. Luncheon and it was very delightful.  It was held on Pearl Harbor Day.  
UNFINISHED
BARLEY SHEAF SIDEWALKS CHANGE ORDER (SAFE ROUTES TO
BUSINESS
SCHOOL) – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a change order to reduce the original contract by $3,900.00 and authorizing the final payment.  The bonds will not be returned yet until the State gives 100% approval.  Mayor Mangin thanked Eng. Hajjar who went along with him to the NJ DOT.  The grant was for over $260,000.  A portion was paid and the State owes about an additional $100,000.   A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


OWNERSHIP OF OAK GROVE SCHOOL HOUSE



***
  Peter Kinsella, 78 Canterberry Circle, representing the Local Historian’s Committee, said that the construction of the Oak Grove School will cost about $125,000 including moving it, doing a new foundation and moving it back.  .  This will be paid for by Garden Homes.  He said that there was never a discussion of what the final resolution of ownership was going to be.  He felt that the Township should take over ownership of the property.  A determination should be made by the Committee.  If the Township does not take ownership of the property, then something should be put in writing to define what happens on the property, what can be done with it and who will be in charge of it.  There was a resolution that was drawn up by the Planning Board with several stipulations.


UNFINISHED
Attorney Cruz said that the Planning Board resolution should be reviewed.  He was not 
BUSINESS
familiar with the resolution and could not advise the Committee.  Mayor Mangin said that the resolution should be revised.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that the schoolhouse should be moved to the Historical District of the Township on River Road.  It could be made into an attraction that people would go to see.  He felt that Route 31 is not a suitable spot for the schoolhouse.  



***
Peter Kinsella said that there are many things that can be done with the school because it is centrally located with plenty of parking.   He mentioned that the developer will not move the school to River Road.  The Historian’s trip that was scheduled back in October has been rescheduled to May 17, 2014 due to the Government shut down.  There is a web site that contains information about the Tri-Centennial of Hunterdon County.  He reminded the Committee that there is an RTMUA meeting on Thursday, December 19, 2013.  He agreed with Mayor Mangin about changing the form of government.  When he was mayor of the Township in 2005, he said that same thing.   



Mayor Mangin apologized for the comments he made at the RTMUA.  He felt that, from his point of view, the sewer extension that was worked on always seemed to be reactive rather than proactive.  There should be a plan in place for the future.


Comm. Antosiewicz applauded the efforts of Mr. Kinsella for his time and energy toward the Oak Grove Schoohouse.  





JCP&L UPDATE – JOHN ANDERSON


***
John Anderson, Area Manager for Jersey Central Power and Light, 147 Route 31.  said that his office moved from Morristown to Flemington.  There have been many changes since Super Storm Sandy especially with the communications effort and outreach by JCP&L.  He said he will be updating the distribution list.  Email updates are sent anytime there is an outage that affects 100 homes or greater anywhere in the County.  The outage will be reported as well as when restoration occurs.  During the storm, there were roads that were closed for days and days.  They are now going to dedicate line crews to help clear the roads in the future.  This is important for fire trucks and emergency vehicles.  JCP&L will be working very closely with the County OEM as well as the Local OEM.  
UNFINISHED
Mayor Mangin thanked Mr. Anderson for the update.  It is very important not to block 
BUSINESS
the roads because not only people are at risk but firefighters and emergency personnel 
(Con’t)
as well.  Comm. Gilbert said that she has a well and JCP&L are calling about storms coming and to be prepared in case the electricity goes out..  


***
Mr. Anderson urged everyone that when their power goes out, they are to call it in.  JCP&L will not know there is an outage unless the call is placed.



Adm. Pietrefesa said that there was an incident that occurred on December 6th & 7th, where power lines were torn down by a moving van.  JCP&L’s reaction time was excellent.    

 NEW
HUNTERDON COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
 BUSINESS




1)     RESOLUTION TO BANK & RESERVE THE 2013 MUNICIPAL         


        ALLOCATION OF HUNTERDON OPEN SPACE TRUST FUNDS – Mayor Mangin said that there is a resolution for consideration later in the meeting to bank the allocation of the Hunterdon County Open Space Trust Funds.  The allocation for Raritan Township is $125,350.28 or 10% of the funds collected.  


2)
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING INITIATIVE – Mayor Mangin         said he will be participating in the survey for Economic Development Planning            Incentive.  Comm. Antosiewicz will also be participating


AWARD OF BID TO POWERCO OF CLINTON, NJ  RE:  ONE (1) NEW 2014 CASE MODEL 580SN TIER VI A – 4 WHEEL DRIVE LOADER EXTENDAHOE – Adm. Pietrefesa said that these funds are in the budget from a bond ordinance that was adopted earlier in the year.  The ordinance was for $80,000 and the bid came in at $78,800 with the trade in.  Two bids were received.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


REORGANIZATION MEETING – TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2013 @ 5:00 P.M. DINNER TO FOLLOW AT GALLO ROSSO, 100 REAVILLE AVENUE, FLEMINGTON, NEW JERSEY (THE SHOPPES AT FLEMINGTON) – Mayor Mangin said that although the restaurant is located in Flemington Borough, it is centrally located.  The Township is within the 7 day period to reorganize.  
ORDINANCES:
There were none.

CORRES-              a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Report of the League Resolution Committee, 17 Resolutions Approved; National League of Cities Cell Tower Siting Webinar Today; Affordable Care Act Update; Division of Pensions and Benefits now on Social Media; New Content on DLGS Web Site; Important Health Insurance Contribution Decision (Corrected); County Beach Legislation Allows Municipal Opt-Out, A-3891/S-2601; 22nd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day – February 5, 2014; Orientation for the Newly Elected, Re-elected or Experienced; Understanding the Affordable Healthcare Act; NJ DEP Notice – Diesel Vehicle Retrofit Requirement; League Opposition to S-2/A1171 – Shared Services; NJLM’s 2014 State Legislative Priorities; 22nd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day – February 5, 2014; FCC Cell tower Rule Could Threaten Local Land Use and Construction Controls; User Fee Bill Before Assembly Committee
Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is an orientation for elected officials.  He needs to know if anyone will be attending.  It will be held on two Saturdays.  He would like to know if anyone would like to attend so he can budget for it. 
b.
Comcast Information

c.
City of Lambertville, Borough of Califon, Borough of Bloomsbury, West Amwell Township and Borough of Stockton re:    Resolution Requesting that the County of Hunterdon Undertake the Animal Control Officer Responsibilities for Hunterdon County Municipalities

d.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce News (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)  

NON 

There was none.
CONSENT 
AGENDA

CONSENT

All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
    AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

All Township Committee Members were in attendance at these meetings.



Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
November 6, 2013










November 18, 2013

Township Committee Executive Session Minutes:
November 6, 2013







November 18, 2013

Resolutions:

Resolution #13-215 – Reserving Municipal Share of County Open Space 

  
            Funds

Resolution #13-216 – Tax Refunds

Resolution #13-217 – Award of Bid to Powerco, Inc. -  $78,800.00
Resolution #13-220 – Chapter 159 for 2013 Body Armor - $3,582.46
Resolution #13-221 – Cancellation of Uncollected Taxes Due for 2013 and 

 2014 Due to 100% Exemption for Disabled Veterans
          
Resolution #13-222 – Authorizing a Change Order and Final Payment to                                                   Diamond Construction for Safe Routes to Schools – Barley                                       Sheaf School Sidewalk Extensions in the amount of                                                    $263,908.60

Adm. Pietrefesa commented on Resolution #13-220 – Chapter 159 for 2013 Body Armor.  He said that there are two different grants for body armor.  One is body armor and the other is bulletproof vest partnership.  One is a State grant and the other one is a Federal grant.  This is applied for each year.  
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT
Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
AGENDA
(Con’t)

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

The Meeting recessed at 8:07 p.m.

The Meeting resumed at 8:12 p.m.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE


FLOOR

Attorney Cruz read Resolution #13-218 in full.  Resolution #13-218  was amended to include Personnel – 2014 Appointments; Property Acquisition – Block 43, Lot 3 – Plum Brook II Property; All contractual and one property acquisition were completed in Executive Session before the regular meeting.  

Resolution #13-218 – CLOSED SESSION:



Personnel – 2014 Appointments;




Property Acquisition – Block 43, Lot 3 – Plum Brook II







   Property




Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-218.




Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes







Elbert – yes







Gilbert – yes







O’Brien – yes







Mangin – yes




Motion carried.

CLOSED

The Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.
SESSION

OPEN

The Township Committee went back into Open Session.
SESSION

FURTHER 
There was none.
ACTION

ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:

9:26 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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