          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

               December 18, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on December 18, 2012  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at  7:10 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Gary Hazard, Comm. John King.  Comm. Antosiewicz was absent.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney William Willard.         
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert  asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World and also to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to honor the victims of the tragedy in Connecticut.


PROCLAMATIONS:


EAGLE SCOUT AWARD TO FRANK J. MONDELLA – Mayor Elbert read a proclamation to honor Frank J. Mondella on his Eagle Scout Award.  Comm. Mangin said he had the opportunity, along with Comm. King, to attend the Troop 194 Eagle Scout Meeting.  He was pleased to learn that this troop has more Eagle Scouts than any other Boy Scout troops in the area.  

CHRIS PHELAN – FLEMINGTON-RARITAN FIRST AID & RESCUE SQUAD – Mayor Elbert read a proclamation honoring Chris Phelan, Life Member of the Flemington-Raritan First Aid & Rescue Squad.  He is retiring effective 


December 31, 2012.  


*** 
Chris Phelan thanked the Committee and said he has been a member of the       Squad since 1998.  He said that, through the years, Raritan Township has          always been supportive of the squad.  He said he represents the volunteers who make the squad a part of the community.  He congratulated Frank Mondella as a fellow Eagle Scout of Troop 194.   


PROCLAMATIONS: (Con’t)

JOHN KING – FORMER MAYOR AND NEWLY ELECTED HUNTERDON COUNTY FREEHOLDER – Mayor Elbert read a proclamation honoring John King, a former Mayor and Committeeman.  Mr. King began his term in January, 2007 and served on many Boards and Committees, including Local Historians, Environmental Commission, Public Works, Public Safety Commissioner and Economic Development.  

***
John King thanked the Township Committee, Adm. Pietrefesa, Clerk Rose Sollena and Attorney Albert Cruz who has been an outstanding counselor.  The beginning of each meeting begins with a statement that has particular meaning to him. It states, “Please join us in the Pledge of Allegiance and remain standing for a Moment of Silence to honor our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular those serving in Troubled Areas around the World”.  This was written by Former Clerk Dorothy Gooditis in honor of his son who, at the time, was serving his first term in Iraq.  He appreciated this statement and hopes that it will be a tradition that will continue.  He was sorry that it had to be modified to reflect those families in the community of Connecticut in response to such an imaginative event.  He commented that he notice one of the flags in front of the Municipal Building is beginning to tatter. He took that opportunity to try to do something that may be lasting for the community.  Recently, Senator Kevin O’Toole, recognized a flag and wanted to know if the Township would consider raising this flag and extending its meaning.  This is an honor and remembrance flag.  It is meant to honor all those who have sacrificed themselves on behalf of the freedoms of the United States.  The blue star is for those serving in the Armed Forces now; the yellow star is for people who have lost their lives; the red is for blood shed; the white star is for the purity and sacrifice.  He hoped that this flag could be hung outside the Municipal Building.  
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Amy Greene, 4 Green Hills Drive, said that she wanted to recognize Kevin Richardson for his many years of service.  She mentioned that the community and Hunterdon County appreciate his professionalism, his passion for open space preservation and his great depth of knowledge.  He has been instrumental in many of acres of County-owned parkland being preserved in this Township.
PUBLIC
PROCLAMATION HONORING KEVIN RICHARDSON ON HIS 

COMMENT
RETIREMENT FROM HUNTERDON COUNTY – Mayor Elbert read a 

(Con’t)
proclamation honoring Kevin Richardson, Administrator of the County Open Space 


Trust Fund, on his retirement effective December 31, 2012.  


***
Kevin Richardson said it was a pleasure working with Raritan Township and very rewarding.  He has nothing but great respect and admiration for the accomplishments that the Township has been able to put forth.  


Mayor Elbert said thanked him for being supporting and helpful with the many acres 

of preserved land.  There will be a farewell this Thursday, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

at the County Planning Division.  


Comm. King said when Raritan Township first formed the Open Space Advisory 

Committee under the guidance of Former Committeewoman and Mayor Marcia Karrow, has found a way to do it right when it comes to open space.  It is very well managed and Kevin Richardson has been integral in every aspect of every purchase.  He should be highly commended especially for the purchase of the Urbach and Ewing property.  This would not have happened without Kevin Richardson’s help.  
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  615,807.81

ISSUES
Con’t)
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.


Roll Call Vote:
Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.  

Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company - $9,920.00

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the RTFC.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.


Roll Call Vote:
Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – recuse





Elbert.

FINANCIAL
Motion carried.

ISSUES

(Con’t)

Resolution #12-222 – Budget Transfers (4 Votes Needed for Adoption)

Adm. Pietrefesa explained that the transfer into the Clerk’s S & W account was for overtime for the person who worked on Election Day.  Both the Planning and Engineering transfers are because he was concerned that escrow monies may not come in on time.  A transfer was made into the Social Security Account because he wanted to make sure the money would be in place for the last payroll.  

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-222.


Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Hazard.


Roll Call Vote:
Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


Revenue Report – October & November – Adm. Pietrefesa said that court fines are down, however, this is revenue only through October.  The Construction Code fees are down including East Amwell.  The good news is that the Township is exceeding the amount estimated for delinquent taxes.  The other State revenue items will be received in the month of December.  
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS


Mayor Oliver Elbert -  Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality – Mayor Elbert thanked everyone who worked hard this year.  The Snyder Farm is moving ahead towards preservation.  The surveys on the Ewing Farm have been completed.  Soiling sampling came back with no problems found.  


Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA –  No report.


John King – Public Works – Comm. King said that there was a Greenway Presentation held on Wednesday, 12/12/12.  It was very impressive to have a group of college students come in and, not only perform in the way they did with respect to planning and design, but also to be able to present it in a format that even politicians could 

REPORTS
understand.  It was well attended.  It is also in a project that he is keenly interested and 
(Con’t)
aware of and he hopes to provide whatever resources from a County level in order for this to get implemented.  It does not come without cost, however, the benefit is beyond just the intrinsic value.  It is possibility for Raritan Township to make a statement with respect, not only the use of open space, but also in the services to its residents.  He commended a variety of people.  It has taken about five years to get this done.  Without Planner Sunyak’s head strong persistence, it would not have gotten to the point where it is today.  He thanked Mr. Rodriguez and the Rutgers Bloustein School for all their work.    


Comm. King said there has been concern about the safety of the residents of Raritan Township.  At a County meeting, Jennifer Shore from the County Health Department was present to discuss different aspects of what to look for in the way of people from a mental health standpoint and try to dispel some of the issues that are starting to crop up in the media with over embellishments or damnation without due process.  This is unfortunate because it is not mentally ill people who are responsible for this.  It is an unimaginable kind of act to go into a school and do this type of work.  Mentally ill people are typically on the receiving end of this kind of abuse at almost three to one. Jeff Scott also was present to speak about school processes that are already in place in order to make sure that the children are safe.  Rest assured under any normal set of circumstances, the children are well taken care of.  He thought it was more important that parents are assured that the kids don’t have to worry about this on a day to day basis.  Lastly, Prosecutor Kearns, spoke about the initiatives he is putting forth.  He commended Prosecutor Kearns for putting together the types of resources necessary to assure that the Township can move forward safely as a community.  There are five of the siz schools located in Raritan Township including two Polytechs, RVCC at the northern border and a hospital.  There is a vested interest that this be done right.  


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – Comm. Mangin said that the Board of Health meeting was cancelled.  He wanted Clerk Sollena to thank the volunteers on the Board for the fine work that they do.  He said that there were over 13 projects that were identified which added up to about 125 jobs.  Pet Smart alone created about 23 jobs.  There are also many professional buildings that are passing through the Planning Board particularly on Wescott Drive, Kings Court and the Yale site.  


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard said there have been heavy discussions held and actions taken right after the disaster.  The Police force is out there in the schools.  However, there needs to be a long-term solution.  Work has to be continued with the County and local law enforcement.  He commended the Chief for doing safety assessments.  Mayor Mangin 
REPORTS
said that residents of the community of Newtown, Connecticut, have asked all 
(Con’t)
townships not to light holiday displays on December 19th.   Comm. King said that people have started to wear white and green, the colors of the school in Connecticut.  


EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT UPDATE 


***
Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said that many of the private insurance companies that are assessing the damage for the private citizens, are just being seen now by insurance companies.  If the insurance company denies them a claim, they can then apply for FEMA funds.  He thanked Fire Chief Hynes and Chris Phelan, Flemington-Raritan First Aid & Rescue Squad, for doing a great job during the storm.  They are continuing to help with the paper work.  Each of the volunteers that live in the Township have suffered losses themselves and are still helping others.
UNFINISHED
USE OF FEMA MONEY - Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township received $76000.
BUSINESS
This was in addition to the amount that was already used as a budget revenue for 2011 storm related expenses.  The money was received in 2012 past the point that it could have been used in the budget.  The Township now has three options.  The money, at this time, is classified as miscellaneous revenue not anticipated.  However, this classification could change with a decision made by the end of this year.  There are two other choices; one is to reserve the funds for future Emergency Management costs in the General Fund.  If the Township wants to use the funds for various capital purposes, the better option is to have the money placed in a capital reserve account and then the money can be appropriated in 2013 for whatever capital reasons.  It was the consensus of the Committee to split the $76,164.15.  One half of the money will be placed in the current fund under FEMA reserve funds and appropriated in next year’s budget and one half will be placed in the capital account to be used by for public safety for capital items only.   


WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (WMP) LETTER RE:  SEWER SERVICE AREAS – Planner Sunyak said that this is a follow up to prior discussions.  The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, representatives from RTMUA, Ken Bogen and members of NJ DEP met on November 8, 2012 to discuss the Township’s feedback on the Wastewater Management Plan.  There is no formal action required by the Committee at this time.  There is, however, a draft letter that will be circulated to the Township Committee for its review prior to it being submitted to Nick Andarone, NJ DEP Land Use Management staff person.  The County is the Township’s liaison in this process.  The letter must be submitted to the State by the end of the year.   Mayor Elbert said that in the discussions it was mentioned that this it is actually a capacity issue even though they said initially that it had nothing to do with capacity.  
UNFINISHED
CLASS I (HHS) STATUS FOR THE CONSTRUCTIN CODE DEPARTMENT –
BUSINESS
Comm. King said that the Township has been trying to move the Construction Code 
(Con’t)
Enforcement Officials to Class I status.  This means that people who want to build a building such as a diner would not have to go to the State for plan reviews.  This would save a tremendous amount of time.  The State is somewhat limited in their capacity for doing plan reviews.  Some individuals in the Construction Office have to be trained and make some adjustments for responsibilities regarding fire, electrical and plumbing.  It will then wind up in a designation of a promotion.  
 NEW
HUNTERDON COUNTY OPEN SPACE AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION  
 BUSINESS
TRUST FUND PROGRAM RE:  TO BANK AND RESERVE THE 2012 MUNICIPAL ALLOCATION OF HUNTERDON COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUNDS – Adm. Pietrefesa said there is a resolution for consideration to reserve the allocation from the Hunterdon County Open Space Trust Fund in the amount of $128,882.99.  Mayor Elbert said that this is money received back from Hunterdon County for open space.


INSURANCE RENEWALS:  MEDICAL AND PRESCRIPTIONS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the medical and prescription contracts are expiring 12/31/2012.  The insurance brokers, for the past few months, have been actively negotiating and getting quotes from different vendors including the current ones.  The most competitive quote was from Horizon Blue Cross who would take over both medical and prescriptions.  The cost for both plans, when compared with the current vendors, would actually be an increase of only 2%.  He recommended that the resolutions be adopted to award the contracts to Horizon, effective February 1, 2013.  All the benefits will remain the same.  The current vendors, Oxford and GSPOPS, did not give the Township the competitive quotes that Horizon gave.  The Township will save about $178,000 for the year 2013.


ANIMAL CONTROL CONTRACTS:  ANIMAL CONTROL & INVESTIGATION SERVICES, LLC & ANIMAL CONTROL SOLUTIONS, LLC – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the contract for Animal Control Services expires on December 31, 2012.  The Township solicited proposals and received two proposals; one from the current vendor which is Animal Control and Investigation Services, LLC and one from Animal Control solutions, LLC, which was a previous vendor.  The expiring contract from Animal Control and Investigation Services, LLC was in the amount of $44,000.  Their quote for next year is down to $41,000.  Animal Control Solutions, LLC’s quote was $43,200.  The quote from the current vendor is $2,200 less than the other quote.  It is also $3,000 less than the Township is currently paying.  It was mentioned in one of the quotes about possibly using shared services with Readington Township.  He contacted the Readington Township Administrator and he was informed that Readington Township was not interested in a shared service 
NEW
agreement.  Mayor Elbert praised the current vendor and said that there have not been 
BUSINESS
any complaints.  Comm. Mangin said he had the opportunity to meet him when he 
(Con’t)
called him to remove a ground hog from under his steps.  He was excellent and very knowledgeable about animals.  Clerk Sollena said that he has been great to work with.  


COMPLETE STREETS POLICY – This matter was tabled.  
ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #12-15
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING “title 2 administration and personnel” of the revised general ordinances of the township of raritan creating a Community Emergency Response Team (“CERT”) within THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Meeting opened to the public.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public on Ordinance #12-15.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Vote:     4 – 0 motion carried. 
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance #12-15 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Mangin.  
Roll Call Vote:
Hazard – yes


King – yes


Mangin – yes


Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
 ***
Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said he was excited to have some of the members of the CERT.  He introduced John Trimmer, Olga Trimmer, Susan Patterson, CERT Coordinator, Warren Patterson, Jim and Amy Swain and the CERT Members.  There will be eight more members.  He thanked all the volunteers.  
ORDINANCES
Comm. King also thanked the volunteers for doing an incredible job on a regular 
(Con’t)

basis.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Updated Guidance on Affordable Housing Trust Fund Dollars; Update on Cancellation of 97th Annual League Conference; A3317 & S2114, Prohibits Municipal Registration of Multi-Family Dwellings (3 or more); Orientation for the Newly Elected, Re-elected or Experienced; “Executive Leadership Training for Mayors and Council Presidents; Senate voting Record on S-2 Concerning Shared Services; Opposition to Concurrence with Governor’s Conditional Veto of A-3096 (Permits Municipal Court Conditional Dismissal Program); “Budget Updates”; “Ethics, Conflicts of Interest and Preventing Sexual Harassment;; “Leave of Absence in New Jersey – A Look at the Family Medical Leave Act, the NJ Family Leave Act and ADA Compliance; “Disciplinary Actions in the Public Sector”; A2753 – Would Direct Payment of Energy Taxes Directly to Municipal Government – Assembly Committee Releases Bill to End State Diversion of Energy Tax Receipts; Update on Pensions, Retirement, Health benefits and Services; League Approves 17 Resolutions; Hurricane Sandy Aftermath Part Two – Utility Response, Tax Assessment, Purchasing, the Environmental Impact and Rebuilding; 

b.
Township of Readington Resolution Opposing A286 Exempting Private Universities & Colleges from Land Use Law and Ordinance re:  Land Use (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

c.
Franklin Township Public Hearing re:  Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

d.
Post Cards re:  Opposition to Hunting on Township-Owned or Managed Open Space Property (107 Cards Received) – Mayor Elbert announced that 107 cards were received.
e.
Hunterdon Healthcare – Hunterdon Medical Center Foundation re:  Thank you

f.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce – December 2012 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)

g.
NJ State League of Municipalities re:  Meeting for Mayors with Representatives from JCP&L – It was reported by JCP&L that they would not be attending public meetings.  
      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Resolutions:

Resolution #12-211 – To Bank and Reserve the 2012 Municipal Allocation of the 



 Hunterdon County Open Space Trust Fund


Resolution #12-213 – Escrow Refunds

Resolution #12-214 – Tax Refunds

Resolution #12-215 – Cancellation of Uncollected Taxes – B 41, L 39.01 – 




$95.23


Resolution #12-216 - Authorizing the Renewal of the Medical Insurance with


Horizon Blue Cross
Resolution #12-217 - Authorizing the Renewal of the Prescription Plan with



Horizon Blue Cross
Resolution #12-218 – Awarding a Contract for Animal Control Services
Resolution #12-221 – Canceling 2012 Budget Appropriations
Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Mangin.
Roll Call Vote:
Hazard – yes



King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE


FLOOR

***
Mike Dimsey, Tanager Drive, Ringoes, said that because of the tragic events in             Connecticut, he understood that everyone in the Township and County is                      speaking about implementing safety procedures.  He wanted to know what the              safety procedures were.  He said that a guest going into a school has to hit a                  buzzer and is then let in.  Reading-Flemington Intermediate School is the only              school in the area that has a containment area.  Unfortunately even with that                 floor plan, it could still be detrimental to the school.  He hopes that the                          Township will make schools better and safer.  



Mayor Elbert said that the Police Chief already has plans in place and there is an increased presence of police officers at the schools.  The schools are also conducting safety drills.  Comm. King said that there are many people that are dealing with the uncomfortable aspect of how it is all going to look in a school system without turning it into a vault.

***
Mr. Dimsey, said that the schools should have a vestibule.  Then there should be a panic button because when the fire alarms go off, all the doors close.  

Comm. Hazard said that there will be more presence coming from the police.




***
Michele Fowler, 55 Barton Hollow Road, said that several weeks ago she and               Susan Sutphin sent the Committee a letter regarding the Lawson case.    
Adm. Pietrefesa said that, upon the advice of Attorney Albert Cruz, this cannot be discussed in open session because it may be potential litigation

***
Ms. Fowler said that there were certain issues raised in the letter and she wanted to make sure that those comments get included in the conversations that are being conducted.

Adm. Pietrefesa said that at this time, it is an administrative matter in the Planning and Zoning Office and possibly before the court.  The original decision was given by the Board of Adjustment which is a quaisi-judicial body,  Planner Sunyak said that there was an application that was filed by the Lawson's.  The Board of Adjustment granted an approval.  

***
Ms. Fowler wanted to know when the residents can see some action going forward.    

PRIVILEGE
Adm. Pietrefesa said it is going to depend what administrative actions the Township 
OF THE

could take.  He said to keep in touch with Planner Sunyak for updates. 
FLOOR
(Con’t)

***
Ms. Fowler said it has been a total disruption to the beauty and tranquility of     the environment to what the residents desired to have when they moved in.       She said she move into Raritan Township in 1999.  The structure on the            Lawson is massive at 8,100 square feet.  There have been hundreds of loads of dirt that brought in.   

***
Nick Conti, 53 Barton Hollow Road, said that he is concerned with the traffic   and safety of residents and children.  Barton Hollow Road is a very heavily       traveled bike path.  The dump trucks and other construction vehicles keep         zipping up and down the road.  It is very scary especially for the children who   get picked up and dropped off by school buses.  He felt that this road was not designed for this kind of traffic.  He is also worried about the amount of run off from that property and, with winter coming, he was concerned about ice.  He is very dissatisfied.
***
Quentin Butts, 11 Haven Hill Rise, Barton Development, said that he is present to support his neighbors in their request regarding 59 Barton Hollow Road.  He has lived in Raritan Township for 14 years.  He did not even know that the building was being built.  His concern was about excess traffic, noise and property values.  He felt that the structure on Mr. Lawson’s property will decrease the property values in the area.  
Resolution #12-219 – CLOSED SESSION:






Contractual – Contract Negotiations:  PBA Local 337;

 Teamster’s Union Local 469; CWA White

                                                             Collar Union Local 1040; Supervisor’s Union;

                                                             Higher Level Supervisor’s Union






 Medical Insurance Renewal;






 Prescription Drug Renewal




Personnel   – 2013 Appointments; Fire Official;





 Planning Secretary
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-219 with the addition of Contractual – East Amwell Shared Services for Police and the removal of Personnel – Planning Secretary.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Vote:
4 – 0 motion carried.
Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.
OPEN 

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to go into Open Session.

SESSION




Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Mangin.




Vote:
4 – 0 motion carried.

PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE



FLOOR

No one appeared.
ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.   


Vote:
4– 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:  9:30 p.m.   






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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