          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

               December 3, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on December 3, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at:   7:05  p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Deputy Mayor Oliver Elbert, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Karen Gilbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert Cruz.             
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.    
PATROLMEN APPOINTMENTS

Resolution #13-210 – Appointment of Probationary Patrolman Brett Szatkowski,




Effective December 9, 2013

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-210.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Gilbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-211 – Appointment of Probationary Patrolman Jason Phares,




Effective December 9, 2013

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-211.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Gilbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-212 – Appointment of Probationary Patrolman Dustin Pflug,




Effective December 9, 2013

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-212.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Gilbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-213 – Appointment of Probationary Patrolman Michael Haley, 




Effective December 9, 2013

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-213.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Gilbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

PATROLMEN APPOINTMENTS: (Con’t)

Resolution #13-214 – Appointment of Probationary Patrolman Alvah Cox,




Effective January 6, 2014

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-214.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Gilbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Chief Tabasko said that these officers come from all over the State and from three different Police Academies.  They are quality young men, three of which are from law enforcement families.   Chief Tabasko spoke very highly about their accomplishments.
Clerk Sollena administered the Oath of Office to Brett Szatkowski, Jason Phares, Alvah Cox, Dustin Pflug and Michael Haley
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, Glenway Drive, said that $2,000 is very pricy for fines for dogs and cats.  Small towns should get together to work on this matter.  She noticed that the resolution mentioned a study for animal control and she hoped that if there is a study done, volunteers should be included.    
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$ 4,014,374.76
ISSUES


Mayor Mangin said that $3.5 million will be paid to Hunterdon County.  Comm. O’Brien asked about the two COAH bills.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that one of the bills was paid to the company that was hired to do the COAH administration.  The second was for Flemington South rent subsidy which is part of the Affordable Housing Plans. Comm. Elbert asked about the price for deer removal.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that $1,150.00 was paid through a grant fund from Clean Communities.
FINANCIAL
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.

ISSUES

(Con’t)
Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





Gilbert - yes




O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company:   $ 1,160.55

Deputy Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – recuse


Motion carried.





REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development – Mayor Mangin said that 2014 appointments are being considered by the Township Committee at this time.  No report on the Board of Health.  The Township is currently hiring a replacement for the Fire Inspector as well as a clerical position in the Building Department.
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – No report.  
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – Comm. Antosiewicz said he spoke with Ray Krov from the high school about shared services. The high school just installed gas & diesel tanks and the Township could make a deal with the high school.  The Green Team will be at the Hunterdon Medical Center next 
REPORTS

Wednesday, December 11, 2013.  This is for the grant from Sustainable New Jersey 
(Con’t)

for the electric charging station.  (two $5,000 grants for the charging station and one $2,000 grant for education).   Comm. Elbert and he met with Readington Township to review the greenway along the river to start a joint planning exercise for access to both sides of the river.  
Craig O’Brien – RTMUA and Public Safety – Mayor Mayor said that he and Comm. O’Brien attended the last RTMUA meeting.  He thanked them for the money it gave to the Township.  It was a very difficult budget this year for the Township because of 114 tax appeals and one major tax default from 2012.  The money was truly needed.  He attended the RTMUA meeting to say that he felt that the RTMUA was more reactive than proactive.  Toll Brothers came in requesting sewers and the RTMUA just did it.  There are many homeowners in need of sewers around Forest Drive, Samuel Drive and Madison Avenue.  There is a sewer extension plan that was approved by NJ DEP.   There are many other questions to be answered such how many homes will be involved and what the cost will be.  Administrator for the RTMUA, Bruce Miller, called and said that they want to meet with the Township Planner as well as Adm. Pietrefesa for the connection cost involved.   There may be a special assessment placed on the homeowner to reduce the connection fee or whether or not the cost could be bonded.  
Comm. O’Brien said that the Fire Company will be inspected next week.  Sup’t Struening has a maintenance record for the fire truck.  On December 11, 2013 at noon, there will be a meeting with the vendor for the new web site.  
Karen Gilbert - Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, 
Economic Development, Public Safety,  Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Gilbert said that the Flemington-Raritan Board of Education held a meeting on November 18, 2013 to report on the safety findings.  She is awaiting that report.  The Parks and Recreation Committee will be hold a holiday luncheon on Saturday at Hunterdon Central High School. She and Comm. Elbert have been participating in ongoing discussions with the Lacrosse Club regarding fields.  Mayor Mangin added that there will be a fund raiser for the Hunterdon County Tri Centennial on December 7th between 5:00 p.m - 9:00 p.m at Grape Finale.  There will be an art sale and a silent auction at Grape Finale.
UNFINISHED
POLICE STAFFING – This matter was considered earlier in the meeting.
BUSINESS

 NEW
RETURN OF PERFORMANCE BONDS:
 BUSINESS



Robin Hill Homes for Milestone Manor, Section IV, Block 63, Lots 50 & 51



Adm. Pietrefesa said that Engineer Hajjar recommended that the Performance Guarantee not be released until certain conditions have been satisfied.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


Robin Hill Homes for Milestone Manor, Section IV, Block 63, Lots 50 & 51



Adm. Pietrefesa said that Engineer Hajjar has recommended that the Maintenance Bond be released.   A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


Denial of Return of Performance Guarantee to Siperstein, Route 22 Realty



Adm. Pietrefesa said that Engineer Hajjar has recommended that the request for the return of the Performance Guarantee be denied.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


RARITAN TOWNSHIP FIRE COMPANY – LOSAP REPORT – Mayor Mangin recused himself from the discussion of the LOSAP because he is a member of the Raritan Township Fire Company.  Deputy Mayor Elbert took over this segment of the meeting.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Length of Service Award Program was established by the Township Committee some years ago.  Since the volunteers do not get paid, this is an incentive through the State legislation.  Towns can offer them a deferred compensation plan.  The volunteers can earn points based on the criteria in an ordinance that was established by the Township.  The maximum amount is $1,100.00  For example, 30% or 35% of calls must be met in order to be eligible for LOSAP.  There is a State regulation to allow the municipality to increase the amount by the CPI, however, that would have to be done by ordinance or resolution.  If the Committee grants the volunteers eligibility, the form must be posted at the Fire Company for a specified number of days.  During that time period, the fireman have a chance to make any adjustments.  LOSAP was budgeted in the 2013 budget based on the 2012 cost.   Comm. Antosiewicz asked what minimum number of points is to qualify for LOSAP.  Adm. Pietrefesa said he will check on this matter.   

ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #13-18

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING chapter 6.04, titled “dogs and cats” of the revised general ordinances of the township of raritan, section 6.04.020A, section 6.04.020C, section 6.04.020c1, SECTION 6.04.020d and section 6.04.120.
ORDINANCES:   Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.
(Con’t)

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public and adopt Ordinance #13-18 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.    
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.




ORDINANCE #13-21
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING JERSEY CENTRAL POWER & LIGHT COMPANY, A FIRSTENERGY COMPANY, AND UNITED TELEPHONE OF NEW JERSEY, INC., D/B/A CENTURYLINK OF NEW JERSEY, INC., AN EASEMENT OVER AND UNDER A PORTION OF BLOCK 48, LOT 1 AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public and adopt Ordinance #13-21 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Orientation for the Newly Elected, Re-elected, or Experienced Municipal Officials; Appellate Decision on Zoning for Mixed Market Rate and Affordable Housing; January 11, 2014 Human Trafficking Awareness Day; Legislation Regarding Defeated School Budget Deadline Advances Vote Scheduled for the senate on Monday; A-323/S-2074 – Permits “Agricultural Tourism” Activities on Preserved Farmland; “Public Contracting Law:  A Look at Consent of Surety and its Implications”; “Understanding the Affordable Healthcare Act”;  22nd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day – February 5, 2014

b.
NJ Clean Water Council Annual Public Hearing – December 13, 2013

c.
Meals on Wheels in Hunterdon, Inc. re:  Donation – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township has not made any donations to any organizations for more than ten years.    
d.
Comcast Information 
e.
NJ Business & Industry Association re:  New Good Neighbor Award

f.
Township of Franklin re:  Requesting the County of Hunterdon to Undertake the Animal Control Officer Responsibilities

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:

Township Committee Meeting Minutes:



Executive Session Minutes
October 15, 2013



Clerk Sollena indicated that all members of the Township Committee were present at the Executive Session Minutes of October 15, 2013.
CONSENT
Resolutions:

AGENDA

(Con’t)

Resolution #13-206 – Release of Performance Bond #5019008 to Robin Hill           Homes for: Milestone Manor, Section IV, Block 63, 

Lots 50 and 51
Resolution #13-207 – Release of Maintenance Bond #5029944 to Robin Hill 



Homes for: Milestone Manor, Section IV, Block 63, 



Lots 50 and 51
Resolution #13-208 – Denial of Request to Return a Performance Guarantee to 



Siperstein Route 22 Realty

Resolution #13-209 – Settlement of Litigation re:  Fornaciari vs.

Township of Raritan – CEPA Claim

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the correction of Resolution #13-207 to change the words Performance Bond to Maintenance Bond.  
Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes



Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE


FLOOR

***
Joanne Kelly, One Moore Drive, said that she is the President of the Walnut     Brook Adult Association across the street from the Municipal Building.  It is    comprised of 51 homes, three streets and is about twelve years old.  The streets need attention.  There are cracks in the roads and pedestrian walkways need striping.  She has made numerous calls and was always told that the work cannot be done because of budget constraints.  Since this is an adult community, people are walking with walkers and it is very dangerous.  She appealed to the Township Committee to ask the Public Works Department to look at the situation.  These roads are Township owned.  

PRIVILEGE
***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, asked about the work that is being done 
OF THE


adjacent to the Municipal Building with the pumping station.  She also wanted 
FLOOR


to know about the following:  a)  Michael Wright - $116.87 for mileage;

(Con’t)


b)   $300 paid for a camera from Sportsman’s Rondeavous; c)  Thompson Publishing Group - $438.50; d)  Warren County Clerk’s Association.  



Adm. Pietrefesa said that the work being done adjacent to the Municipal Building is a pumping station that will pump water up Route 12 to Toll Brothers by New Jersey American Water.  In response to Mrs. Sachau’s questions Adm. Pietrefesa responded as follows:  a)   Michael Wright is a part time inspector in the Building Department; 

b)   The camera or cameras were for the Police Department.  c)  The Township purchases various Fair Labor Standards Acts from Thompson Publishing Group which gives the Township the federal laws regarding labor issues and information on the Family Medical Leave Act;  d)  Clerk Sollena said that the Warren County Clerk’s Association sponsored a Mini Conference for Hunterdon County Clerks.  The Township is not a member.

Attorney Cruz read Resolution #13-205 in full.
Resolution #13-205 – CLOSED SESSION:




Personnel – 2014 Appointments

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-205

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

CLOSED

Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.

SESSION

OPEN 

The Committee went back into Open Session.

SESSION

FURTHER
There was none.

ACTION

ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:      8:45 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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