          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

               February 5, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on February 5, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at   7:10 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Deputy Mayor Gary Hazard, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World and the victims of Newtown, CT. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, asked about a bill for t-shirts, an education bill and a bill from the Elks Club for a reorganization dinner.


Adm. Pietrefesa said the first two were from the Clean Communities Grant Fund with no cost to the Township.  The Reorganization Dinner was held on January 2, 2013 at the Elks Club.  He said that even though the bill was for $1,600, the net cost to the Township was about $1,500 because guests had to pay.  Mayor Mangin said that the dinner is offered to the employees and all the volunteers that are appointed to the various boards.  

***       Mrs. Sachau also wanted to know what organization was the GFOA of NJ for dues in the amount of $90.00


Adm. Pietrefesa said it was the Government Finance Officers of New Jersey.  

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  7,326,245.43
ISSUES

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





Hazard – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for the Fire Company:
$ 18,342.00


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bills for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Hazard – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – abstain


Motion carried.

BUDGET TRANSFERS


Resolution #13-28 – Budget Transfers (4 Votes Needed for Adoption)


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-28.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Hazard.


Adm. Pietrefesa said that this will cover the last of the December bills for tax appeals, labor and general legal services.  He did not anticipate any budget transfers through the end of March, 2013, which is the last date that transfers can be made.

FINANCIAL
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

ISSUES



Elbert – yes

(Con’t)



Hazard – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.

REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health



       & Economic Development – No report.
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – No report.
Gary Hazard – Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, Economic

Development, Public Safety, Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard said that the Township reorganized and committeemen have been assigned as liaisons to various departments and boards.  He mentioned that it was a pleasure working for the last two years as the Public Safety Liaison for police, fire and rescue.    
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Green Team is doing some exciting things in terms of recycling in the area of electronics and styrofoam.  He mentioned that the Red Cross needs some space perhaps in the Municipal Building or the Police Building in order to hold classes for emergency personnel as well as for the public.  He wanted this placed on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting.      

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA & Public Safety – Comm. O’Brien said he spent some time with Comm. Hazard to familiarize himself with emergency services and the police.  He had a meeting with Frank Veneziale with regards to the Office of Emergency Management.  He is looking forward to working with Police Chief Tabasko.  

Police Chief Glenn Tabasko – Chief Tabasko thanked Comm. Hazard for his two years of service as Police Commissioner and he looks forward to working with Comm. O’Brien.  On a positive note, he had some meetings with the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent of Hunterdon Central High School.  They have placed funding in their budget for a school resource officer.  If a police officer is assigned, a great portion of the salary and benefits would be reimbursed.  Once the Township is fully funded, he hoped that the program at the elementary schools could be started up again.  Mayor Mangin was pleased with this news.   

REPORTS
Revenue Report – December, 2012
(Con’t)


Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the final December report.  The auditor is analyzing the Township’s records and getting ready to prepare the Annual Financial Statement.  The big hit the Township took was on construction fees.  The Township was under budget in the amount of $141,000.  
There was an excess in delinquent taxes.  He could not give any numbers for the tax levy because there will probably be some changes made.   


Snow Report



January 25, 2013 - $16,210.00



January 28, 2013 - $25,929.00



Mayor Mangin said that it’s been a procedure that if the police feel that the roads are unsafe, they notify the Department of Public Works.  Perhaps they could only plow the roads that are very dangerous instead of everybody being called out to plow all the roads.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that it would depend on what the police report to the Superintendent.  He mentioned that the bulk of the expense is for salt.  



Emergency Management Update – No report

UNFINISHED
COMPLETE STREETS POLICY & CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT 

BUSINESS
CHECKLIST – Planner Jamie Sunyak said that this is a policy recommended by members of HART as well as NJ DOT to help improve the safety for bicycle and sidewalk users. This policy will also be necessary in order to secure additional grant money.   Mayor Mangin said he was in favor of this policy and didn’t see it much of a deviation from the recently approved Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan.  Comm. Antosiewicz thanked Planner Sunyak for all her efforts as well as the members of HART.  Raritan Township is the third municipality in Hunterdon County to adopt a Complete Streets Policy.  Planner Sunyak said that there are many tools used when deciding how the policy gets implemented.  This is to address what the community’s needs are and trying to implement principles to get people out of their cars to walk and bike more.  Mayor Mangin again expressed his thanks to everyone.


TOWNSHIP SEAL FOR COURT ROOM – Mayor Mangin said that the Township Committee received four samples of seals.  The seal will be placed in the court room behind the dais.  It was the consensus of the Committee to choose the seal with the blue background and change the silo roofs to red to match the barn.
UNFINISHED
INVASIVE SPECIES – Attorney Cruz said that at the end of last year, a resident 
BUSINESS
came before the Township Committee and requested that the Township consider  
(Con’t)
adopting an invasive species ordinance banning the planting of bamboo.  This particular resident was concerned that bamboo from the adjoining property owner had grown across the property boundary line and on to her property  The bamboo shoots were doing damage to her driveway and could potentially damage the septic system.   There was no action taken at the time the resident came to the Township Committee because the Township wanted to receive comments from the Department of Public Works and the Environmental Commission.  As part of the submission made, a sample ordinance was provided to the Committee, the Environmental Commission and the Department of Public Works from Haverford, PA. Public Works was in favor of the adoption of an ordinance specifically addressing the planting of bamboo.  The Department of Public Works believes that this presents a public health and safety hazard because the bamboo encroaches onto the right-of-way and potentially onto the edge of pavement.  When there is heavy snow, it causes a traffic hazard.  The Environmental Commission also favors prohibiting bamboo primarily that bamboo is an invasive plant not native to New Jersey.  The Environmental Commission would like the Committee to address other invasive plants but understands that this may not be the wish of the Township Committee.  They believe that the Havorford ordinance would be acceptable with with modifications applicable to Raritan Township.  If the Township Committee wishes to adopt an ordinance prohibiting the invasive planting of bamboo, the issue would be whether the Township wants to prohibit it outright or whether the Township wants to allow it under certain conditions.  The bamboo could be planted a sufficient distance from the property line so it does not encroach onto the right-of-way or any adjoining neighbor’s property.  The Township could impose maintenance conditions upon the owner or the resident that planted the bamboo.  


Mayor Mangin said that he was not in favor of adopting an ordinance for all different species.  It will be a problem to enforce and he does not want to restrict the Township residents from planting things around their homes.  He would, however, like to see an ordinance just to address the bamboo situation but there is limited staff available to enforce the ordinance.  He was also concerned that if an ordinance is adopted, will the Township be looking at controlling bamboo to see that it does not get into the right-of-way.  Comm. Elbert asked if the bamboo is in the right-of-way, could Public Works serve a letter to the resident to require that it be removed.



Attorney Cruz said that he understood that it is not the bamboo that is seen, it is the root system that shoots out wherever it wants.  There may be a barrier set in to stop the roots.  It is really the invasive nature of the root system that causes the primary concern.  He suggested that both would have to be regulated.
UNFINISHED
Comm. Hazard said that since this is only one concern, he did not want to create a law 
BUSINESS
that impedes on people’s personal private property rights.  He was not in favor of an 
(Con’t)
ordinance.  Comm. Elbert and Comm. O’Brien agreed.  Comm. Antosiewicz said it was not widespread and agreed with the other Committeemen.  He suggested that the Environmental Commission can arrange for more public awareness.  



It was the consensus of the Committee to remove this matter from future agendas.  
NEW
HUNTERDON COUNTY MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE RENEWAL 

BUSINESS
APPLICATION 2013 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is something that the Township does each year with no cost to the Township.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.  


DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES NEW PROCEDURES RE: FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE FORMS – Clerk Sollena said that the Division of Local Government Services has adopted a new procedure for the filing of Financial Disclosure Forms.  Previously, the Clerk filed them with the DLGS, however, now it will be the responsibility of the elected official and appointees to file their own forms. Attorney Cruz said that the Division of Local Government Services would be issuing a Local Finance Notice with further information.  This particular bulletin does indicate that everyone will have to file individually and extends the deadline for newly elected and appointed officials to March 30, 2013.  For others it remains April 15, 2013.  The extension was granted so that the Division of Local Government Services would have time to issue the Local Finance Bulletin.


COMCAST OF CENTRAL NJ II, CHECK $22,511.85 FOR MUNICIPAL RIGHTS-OF-WAY – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is part of the franchise contract of a 2% franchise fee that is paid annually.  The check was for a total of $22,511.85.  


PURCHASE OF POLICE VEHICLES UNDER STATE CONTRACT 


***
Chief Tabasko said that the Police Department has not purchased police vehicles in the last few years.  There are vehicles being driven that are approaching 150,000 miles.  He needs two vehicles immediately.  The Chevy Tahoe seems to be the best vehicle for the police.  It is roomy and the police will be able to do more work from their vehicles.  He will need an additional two 4-wheel drive vehicles later in the year from the capital account.    


Comm. Antosiewicz asked about alternate vehicles.   

NEW
***
Chief Tabasko said that there are many alternatives such as Dodge Chargers                 which have been troublesome.  The top of the engine had to be replaced at                    40,000 – 50,000 miles.  The new Taurus is way too small.  He felt that the                    Chevy Tahoe is the best for room and reliability.  

NEW 
HUNTERDON COUNTY RE:  300TH CELEBRATION – Mayor Mangin said that 
BUSINESS
Hunterdon County will be celebrating its 300th Anniversary.  The Clerk informed the 
(Con’t)
Committee that Raritan, East Amwell and Delaware Townships will be celebrating their 175th Anniversary.  All three of these municipalities used to be called Amwell.    They broke on their own in 1838.  
ORDINANCES
There were none.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

21st Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day, February 6, 2013; Sandy Federal Relief Funding Update; Op-ed Supporting Direct Payment of Energy Tax Funding Posted; “Ethics, Conflicts of Interest and Preventing Sexual Harassment; League Technology Advisory Service; Preparations for Contract Negotiations; 2013 Campaign Contribution Notice; “Fiscal Cliff” Deal Postpones Funding Cut Decisions, Preserves Tax Exemption for Municipal Bonds, Extends Unemployment Benefits and Most Bush-Era Tax Cuts; House Adjournment Threatens “Sandy” Relief Funding; Orientation for the Newly Elected, Re-elected or Experienced; Mayors:  Help Your Town Stay Healthy in the New Year, Join the Mayors Wellness Campaign Today; House Passes Sandy Emergency Relief Funding Bill; Special Recognition Ceremony and Networking Event on January 29th; Supreme Court Punts on Business Personal Property Tax Relief Motion Legislative Action is Needed; Rebuilding Post Hurricane Sandy; Important Floodplain Consideration for NJLM Members; NJ Health Info on Flu Activity; 5th Annual Women in Municipal Government Day March 15, 2013; Hurricane Sandy Aftermath Part Two – Utility Response, Tax Assessment, Purchasing and the Environmental Impact and Rebuilding; Federal Aid Available for Local Governments Community Disaster Loan Program Deadline to Notify the Division of Local Government Services is February 1, 2013; Municipalities which Contract with Private Ambulance Suppliers; Revised Open Public Meetings Act Bill Introduced; NJEIT Survey Seeks to Identify Cost of Sandy Destruction; “Disciplinary Actions in the Public Sector’ Action Needed to Advance Restoration of Energy Receipts Bills; Sandy Funding Bill Scheduled for Senate Action; Help Make Sure New Jersey Gets its Fair Share of the Funding; A-1196 – Public Safety Workers’ Compensation Scheduled for Assembly Floor Vote Monday, January 28th; Update on Pensions, Retirement, Health Benefits and Services; Invitation to 
CONSENT


Attend the 21st Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day – February 6, 2013; BPU
AGENDA


Order Mandates Timetable for Specific Utility Reforms; Ethics, Conflicts of
(Con’t)


Interest and Preventing Sexual Harassment; Executive Leadership Training for Mayor’s and Council Presidents; “Budget Updates”; PSE&G Super Storm Sandy Emergency Response Meeting; Affordable Housing, Governor’s Order to Abolish COAH; Municipal Housing Trust Fund; Enhanced Clean Energy Program Incentives to Assist Hurricane Sandy Flood Victims; 




b.
Elizabethtown Gas re:  Project Update – Planner Sunyak said that 




Elizabethtown Gas received approval from the Planning Board.  Adm. 




Pietrefesa said that Planner Sunyak, Emergency Management Coordinator Frank Veneziale, the Fire Official, the Building Official and himself  met with Elizabethtown Gas a few months ago.  Planner Sunyak said that  Elizabethtown Gas is following the requirements of NJ DEP.
c.
HART Commuter Information Services – Mayor Mangin said that Califon Borough adopted a Complete Streets Policy.  
d.
Hunterdon Helpline Information

e..
Somerset County Joint Insurance Fund 2013 Risk Management Plan (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

f.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hunterdon Somerset & Warren

g.
USDA FSA Newsletter

h.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)

i.
Delaware and Raritan Canal Commission (D & R) re:  Meeting Change 

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
December 4, 2012






December 18, 2012





January 2, 2013

Executive Session Meeting Minutes:

December 13, 2012






December 18, 2012 
CONSENT

Resolutions:

AGENDA

(Con’t)

Resolution #13-21 – Requesting that the NJ Board of Public Utilities hold


          Hearings on JCP&L’s Response to Hurricane Sandy and


          take the Appropriate Actions as may be Authorized




Resolution #13-22 – Authorizing the Assignment of the Contract for the Sale




                                  and Purchase of Road Maintenance Materials (Broken Stone 
                                              and Road Stone) from Trap Rock Industries, Inc., to Trap                                       Rock Industries, LLC, Because of a Corporate                                                           Reorganization

Resolution #13-23 – Return of DVD Fee from Police Department to George


          D. DiAgosto - $25.00
Resolution #13-24 – Authorizing Municipal Alliance Renewal for 2013
Resolution #13-26 – Authorizing the Refund of a Construction Code Permit


          Fee to Old York Heating & Cooling - $63.00

Resolution #13-29 – Authorizing the Purchase of Two Police Cars Under State


          Contract in the Amount of $53,450.10

Resolution #13-30 – Authorizing the Establishment of a Complete Streets Policy

Adm. Pietrefesa pointed out that revised resolutions were distributed by the Clerk.  Resolution #13-24 – Municipal Alliance Renewal and Resolution #13-30 – Establishment of a Complete Streets Policy.  Attorney Cruz said that each of the changes have been explained.  The changes were regarding the Complete Streets Policy and for the Municipal Alliance Renewal, the word Council was substituted with Township Committee in the first three whereas clauses.  
Comm. Antosiewicz was concerned about the police vehicles because the last time they were ordered, it took a number of weeks or months to get them on the road.  After they are delivered to the Township, he hoped that Public Works could expedite them.  

***
Chief Tabasko asked the Committee to grant him authorization to send the cars to East Coast Customs to have them labeled because, in the past, they were completed in three days.  One police car sat at Public Works for three months. Public Works is quite busy and this is a technical job.  He didn’t think there was that much of a savings if Public Works did the job.    

CONSENT

Mayor Mangin wanted to know if there was any violation of the union contract if the 
AGENDA

Township goes with East Coast Customs.  Adm. Pietrefesa said it would be a 
(Con’t)

contractual issue right now because of the people who are still laid off.   He suggested that Public Works be given a certain amount of time to complete the work and, in the interest of public safety, the Township would then send it out. However, with the issue 



of the contractual language, it would be a contract violation and there would probably 



be a grievance filed and it could go to arbitration.  Attorney Cruz recommended this 



issue be worked on separately.

***
Chief Tabasko said not only for the Township to think about the amount of time it takes, but the ultimate job that is done.  He did not criticize Public Works, however, that is not what they specifically do.  They are asked to do something that they are not formally trained to do.  With this in mind, the Township may be able to go outside the contract.  
Comm. O’Brien said he hoped that the time limit placed on Public Works is short.  It is the Township’s obligation to make sure that the Police Department has the equipment that they need.  

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of the December, 2012 Minutes.

Attorney Cruz restated the motion as follows:
Approval of the Consent Agenda except for the December 4, 2012, December 18, 2012 regular minutes and December 13, 2012 and December 18, 2012 executive minutes.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Hazard – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Attorney Cruz instructed the Clerk to list each December Meeting Minutes separately and indicate the Committeemen that wee present.  .
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE

FLOOR

***
Tara Shepard, Executive Director of HART Commuter Information,                               congratulated the Committee for adopting the Complete Streets Policy.  She                 thanked Planner Sunyak and Engineer Hajjar for all their work in crafting the               resolution.  



Planner Sunyak thanked Former Engineer Fred Coppola because he was involved in this matter for quite some time before his retirement.




***
Mike Cleckner, 9 Vinson Drive, thanked the Committee for reciting the Pledge             of Allegiance and for a Moment of Silence for the Newtown families.  He said             that he and his wife are taking an active voice to improve gun control situation             in the towns.  He forwarded an email to each Committeeman, except Comm.               O’Brien, encouraging Mayor Mangin to join Mayor’s Against Illegal Guns.                   This is a group of mayors across New Jersey to keep guns out of criminal                      hands and to keep military style weapons off the streets.  He submitted                          excerpts from their web page to the Committee.



Mayor Mangin apologized for not answering Mr. Cleckner’s email.  He stated that there should not be resolutions adopted by municipalities.  Instead the State should set all the municipalities straight and make it one law.  In this way, each municipality would be on the same page and no one would have anything different.  He said he will review the handout and list it on the agenda for future discussion.




***
Mr. Cleckner said that Raritan Township web site is out of date.  It has                          outdated information regarding minutes.  He wanted to know how the                           Committee wants to be addressed in case he had any concerns in the future. 





Adm. Pietrefesa said the best way to communicate to the Committee is to send a letter to the Township Committee via the Township Clerk or the Township Administrator.    



***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, said that she supported the two suggestions              that Mr. Cleckner made.  The updating of the web site and the Mayor’s Against              Illegial Guns.




Attorney Cruz read Resolution #13-31 into the record.
Resolution #13-31 - CLOSED SESSION:

                                  Contractual – Contract Negotiations:  PBA Local                                                                    337; Teamster’s Union Local 469;                                                                     CWA White Collar Union Local 1040;                                                              Supervisor’s Union; Higher Level                                                                     Supervisor’s Union

 

          Personnel   -    2013 Appointments

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-31.  

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Hazard – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes 

Motion carried. 




Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.

OPEN 

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to go into Open Session.

SESSION



Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.




Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

FURTHER 
There was none.

ACTION

ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT




Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.




Meeting adjourned at:  9:40 p.m. 







Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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