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The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on February 3, 2015 at the 

Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey  

 

 MEETING Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  

CALLED 

 

ROLL CALL The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Karen Gilbert, 

Comm. Michael Mangin, Comm. Richard Chen and Comm. Louis Reiner.   Also 

present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.          

 

MEETING Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the 

ADVERTISED  Open Public Meetings Act in the January 15, 2015 issue of the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.       

 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

 Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to 

remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women 

serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas 

Around the World.    

 

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue  

COMMENT shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted  

                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted  

                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

 

 *** Richard Bernard, 1 Oak Grove Road, said that on the 28th of January he 

registered a complaint with the Planning Board about his neighbor whose 

property has been in disrepair for years.  No one is residing on the property.  

There have been other complaints about this particular property.  This is an 

estate property and the survivors are at odds with each other.  There are six 

abandoned vehicles, a ladder and there are trees on the ground.  There is also 

an abandoned pool which poses a health hazard in the summertime.  There 

was a threat of a summons. Mr. Bernard also said that the property taxes are in 

arrears since last year.  He is concerned that the property values in that area 

will decline.  He was also concerned that there is no ordinance on the books to 

address this situation.   

 

  Mayor O’Brien said that the Township Committee has been engaged in property 

maintenance discussions.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that if the taxes are not paid at the end 

of the current fiscal year, the Tax Collector can then place it on a list for tax sale in 

September or October.  There is no action that can be taken at the present time.  The 

property is located at 3 Oak Grove Road.  Planner Sunyak said that the Planning and 

Zoning Office was contacted regarding this property and the office conducted site 

visits in October, 2014 and prior.  The office issued a letter on October 9, 2014 to  
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            PUBLIC Adm. Pietrefesa and other agencies who were involved and identified some of the 

 COMMENT issues.  A letter was also issued to the listed property owner on October 20, 2015 

 (Con’t) regarding some of the zoning violations.  At this point, there has been no response 

from the property owner.  Ms. Sunyak informed Mr. Bernard that she would be 

conducting another site visit and, if the situation was the same, the next step would 

then be taken.  The property owner will then have the ability to come into Court and 

plead their case and explain what their intentions are to abate the conditions of the 

property or may not even show up in Court.  There are a number of things under the 

various codes that summonses can be issued for.  Ms. Sunyak said that she does not 

have the authority to go on to someone’s property.  She suggested that they contact 

the Hunterdon County Health Department because the County is the agent for Raritan 

Township.   

 

  *** Tom Glynn, 4 Oak Grove Road, said that there are open oil cans, standing 

water and other debris that he felt this would constitute a health hazard. 

  

FINANCIAL Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township: $  3,562,758.05 
ISSUES 

 Mayor O’Brien said that approximately $360,000 was paid for health care and 

 $2,500,000.00 is a payment to the Board of Education.   

  

 Comm. Mangin asked about a bill for Tirpok Cleaners.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this 

  is for the cleaning of the police uniforms.  Mayor O’Brien asked about the diesel fuel 

bill.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the diesel fuel is purchased under State Contract or the 

Cooperative Market Rate.   

 

 Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Bill List will be amended to remove $5,860 and be 

 placed on the Raritan Township Fire Company Bill List.    

  

 NEW TOTAL FOR BILL LIST - $3,556,898.05  

 
 Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List as amended. 

  

 Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.  

 

 Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

    Gilbert – yes 

    Mangin – yes 

    Reiner – yes 

    O’Brien – yes  

     

 Motion carried. 
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FINANCIAL Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township Fire Company   $20,335.90 

ISSUES 

(Con’t) $5,860 was removed from the Raritan Township Bill List and placed on the Fire  

 Company Bill List. 

 

 NEW FIRE COMPANY BILL LIST: $26,195.90 

 
 Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the amended Bill List for the Fire 

Company. 

 

 Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen.   

 

 Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

    Gilbert – yes 

    Mangin – recuse 

    Reiner – yes 

    O’Brien – yes 

 

 Motion carried.  

  

 SNOW REPORTS: 

 

  January 18, 2015 - $25,574.00 

  January 21, 2015 - $  9,750.88 

  January 23rd & January 24th - $ 32,601.82 

  January 26th & January 27th - $ 50,345.82 

 

 The Committee requested that the cumulative total be placed on the most recent Snow 

Report.   

 

REPORTS LIAISON REPORTS 

 

Karen Gilbert –     Joint Parks & Recreation, Open Space, Public Works 

Comm. Gilbert said that the Parks & Recreation Committee will hold their 

February meeting next Tuesday.  She and Mayor O’Brien discussed an 

additional Township Committee member for the Open Space Committee.  

Comm. Gilbert will also meet with Amy Greene on Friday morning.  She met 

with Don Hutchins of the Public Works Department.  They spoke about snow 

removal, salt and plans for the budget.   
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REPORTS Michael Mangin – Planning Board, RTMUA, Board of Health – Comm.  

(Con’t) Mangin said that the Planning Board meeting was postponed.  There is a  

Starbucks that is proposed on Route 202.  He reported that the RTMUA did 

not reorganize because they are waiting for an appointment due to the 

vacancy.  Clerk Sollena reported that the Board of Health held its 

Reorganization Meeting and Frank Nagy was elected Chairman and Mark 

Peters was elected Vice Chairman. 

 

Richard Chen –     Public Safety, Finance  

Comm. Chen said he met with the First Aid and Rescue Squad about the air 

canisters that are used when the firefighters go inside a fire.  He also spoke 

about uniforms.  Comm. Chen will be meeting with Christopher Phelan of the 

First Aid Squad.   

  

Louis Reiner –       Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon Central High  

School, Environmental Commission, Historians Committee – Comm. Reiner 

said he will be meeting with the Superintendent of Hunterdon Central High 

School.  With regard to Flemington-Raritan Schools, he spoke with Stephanie 

Voorhees she informed him that Greg Nolan would like to meet with the 

Township Committee to review the school budget.  No report on the 

Environmental Commission. 

 

Craig O’Brien –    Administration, Personnel – Mayor O’Brien said he 

attended a ribbon cutting ceremony to welcome in a new business in town.  

Interviews will be held for the Deputy Clerk position.  Flemington Borough 

adopted a resolution regarding energy aggregation and becoming part of the 

cooperative pricing.  Literature will be mailed out to all the residents in about 

two week to explain the program.  Several town hall meetings will be 

scheduled for the week of the 23rd of February in which Gabel Associates will 

explain the program.  A bid date for April 7th is scheduled.   The program will 

commence late June or early July.   

 

Planner Sunyak said that she will be on vacation in March.  A new employee, 

Linda Jacobs, was hired as Planning Board and Zoning Board Secretary.  It 

was announced by Mayor O’Brien that the Budget Meeting for the Police and 

Public Works will be held on Thursday, February 12, 2015.  Comm. Gilbert 

said that Hunterdon Prevention Resources has two (2) picnic tables that were 

constructed by an Eagle Scout and that they would like to donate to the parks.   

Adm. Pietrefesa said that 3M has invited the Committee to go on a tour of 

their facility at the end of February.  He will ask for dates and get back to the 

Committee.   
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 UNFINISHED FORECLOSED AND ABANDONED PROPERTY POLICY - Attorney  

BUSINESS  Cruz said that, at the last Township Committee Meeting, he understood from the 

Committee that he should begin drafting an ordinance.  Actually two (2) ordinances; 

one would address foreclosed properties and one would address abandoned and 

vacant properties.  He will forward the drafted ordinances to Planner Sunyak and the 

Township Committee for their review.  Planner Sunyak said that one of the highlights 

in the ordinance was to have the properties that have been abandoned to register with 

the Township.  This is from a fire and safety concern.   

 

 NEW  CONSTRUCTION OFFICE RE:  COMPARISON OF FEE SCHEDULE 

BUSINESS Construction Official Hans Warnerbold has been reviewing the fee schedule for the 

Construction Office.  He distributed a comparison study of fees from other 

municipalities.  The fees have not been changed in the last five (5) years.  Mr. 

Warnerbold tried to keep the fees as close to the neighboring towns.  Some fees are 

more and some fees are less.  He said that the fee schedule that the Construction 

Office has been working with does not address many issues.  When certain issues are 

not addressed, the minimum fee has to be charged.  Currently, the minimum fee is 

barely enough to cover the cost of the office or for an inspector going out to do the 

actual inspection.  As an example, fifteen parking lights were inspection and because 

it was not addressed in the fee schedule, the permit fee was only $50.00.  Comm. 

Mangin said he was in favor of reviewing the fees.  Mayor O’Brien said that, last 

year, the Construction Office took in approximately $650,000 in fees.  He asked Mr. 

Warnerbold that if this model was adopted, if he knew what the fee intake would be 

for 2015.  He said that it would probably be about a 20% increase.  He stressed that 

the importance of this new fee schedule is more for items that are not addressed.    

Comm. Reiner said that he is reluctant to double the fee for commercial pools.  

Comm. Gilbert agreed that going from $100 to $200 is too much.   

 

  Hans Warnerbold said that NJ DCA must be notified by February 10, 2015 that the 

Township is in the process of proposing a change in the fee schedule.  This is not a 

commitment to change the fees, only to inform the NJ DCA.  Mayor O’Brien said 

that the fee schedule should be reviewed.  Comm. Mangin agreed.  Comm. Reiner 

said that he was not comfortable notifying NJ DCA.  He thought that changing the 

fees would send the wrong signal to businesses.  Mr. Warnerbold said that many of 

the fees to be changed are decreasing.  It was the consensus of the Committee for 

Hans Warnerbold to inform NJ DCA that the Township is reviewing the fee structure 

with no obligation to change the fees.  Attorney Cruz said that if the fees are changed, 

an ordinance would have to be adopted.  An ordinance carries an introduction, a 

public hearing and a final vote.  Any changes made to the fee structure must be 

approved by NJ DCA.  The Committee thanked Hans Warnerbold for bringing this 

document to the Committee.   
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NEW LANAPE PARK PAVILLION RE:  CHANGE OF USAGE RULES – Adm.  

BUSINESS Pietrefesa said that there should be scheduling for anyone who wants to reserve the  

(Con’t) Pavillion at Lenape Park.  The Public Works Department can make sure that the 

pavilion is available.  There will be no fees necessary.  It was the consensus of the 

Committee to move forward with this scheduling.   

 

  BUDGET TRANSFERS 2014 REFERVES AND TEMPORARY BUDGET 

AMENDMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is for 

snow removal and also for the final utility bills for 2014.  Money needs to be moved 

from the 2014 Budget to the Snow Removal Trust Account and, in conjunction with 

that, to amend the Temporary Budget to add more money for snow removal.  The 

money in the Snow Removal Trust Account stays there for that purpose. Comm. 

Gilbert said that Superintendent Don Hutchins watches the overtime budget for snow 

removal very carefully and makes sure that the employees are only called out when it 

is absolutely necessary.  Resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.   

 

  NJ DOT RE:  JURISDICTIONAL AGREEMENT FOR HIGHWAY 

MAINTENANCE AND CONTROL FOR ROUTE 31 FROM MINNEAKONING 

ROAD TO NORTH OF BARTLES CORNER ROAD – Adm. Pietrefesa said this 

jurisdiction agreement is only involving Minneakoning Road.  All other roads on the 

map are County and State Roads.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting. 

 

  APPOINTMENT OF FIRE SUB CODE OFFICIAL – This matter was tabled. 

 

  APPOINTMENT OF ACTING ELECTRICAL SUB CODE OFFICIAL 

 

                   Resolution #15-49 – Extending the Appointment of the Acting Electrical Sub          

              Code Official for Sixty (60) Days Effective February 4, 2015 

              to April 5, 2015 

 

 Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-49. 

 

 Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin. 

 

 Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

    Gilbert – yes 

    Mangin – yes 

    Reiner – yes 

    O’Brien - yes 

 

 Motion carried. 
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 ORDINANCES: There were none. 

   

CORRES- a. League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office): 

PONDENCE   Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) Suspension of Local Transportation Aid to 

Municipalities; Support All Efforts to Increase Local Transportation Aid; 

“Budget, Ethics and Procurement Updates; Washington Watch re:  Congress 

Extends Terrorism Risk Insurance Program; Local Governments Score Partial 

Victory in Supreme Court Cell Tower Case; Strong Cadre of Former 

Municipal Officials in New Congress; Interstate Natural Gas Pipeline Projects 

in New Jersey; Contact Legislators Now to Protect Relief for Property 

Taxpayers; New Content on DLGS Web Site; 23rd Annual Mayor’s 

Legislative Day – February 4, 2015; Annual Campaign Contribution Notice; 

Budgeting for the Elected Official:  Everything You Need to Know to Create, 

Balance and Approve your Municipality’s Budget; Weekly Policy Update re:  

State of the State; EIT Mandate Bill Advances; Federal Military Equipment; 

League Legislative Priorities; “A Review of the Open Public Records Act 

(OPRA)”; Weekly Policy Updates; “Help for Borough of Edgewater; New 

Jersey Supreme Court Decides on Spill Act Case;  

 

Adm. Pietrefesa said that regarding the Transportation Trust Fund 

Suspension of Local Transportation Aid to Municipalities, no grant 

money is expected.   

 

b. Unity International Group re:  Commending of Engineer Antoine 

Hajjar, Planner Jamie Sunyak and Landscape Architect John Morgan 

Thomas – Comm. Mangin congratulated Eng. Hajjar, Planner Sunyak 

and Landscape Architect John Morgan Thomas on their 

commendation.  Planner Sunyak said all the other departments 

working with the solar groups did a good job.     

 

c. The Magic of Hunterdon – Friday, February 27, 2015 at the Grand 

Colonial 

 

d. NJ American Water re:  Change Levels of its Purchased Water 

Adjustment Clause and Purchased Wastewater;  

 

e. Town of Clinton Resolution re:  Transportation Trust Fund  

 

f. NJ DCA re:  CY 2015 Municipal Levy Cap Referendum Procedures 

 

g. Elizabethtown Gas Notice of Public Hearings – February 18, 2015 & 

February 26, 2015 (Information on File in the Clerk’s Office)  
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CORRES-            h. Borough of Tinton Falls Resolution Supporting, Recognizing and  

PONDENCE  Honoring the Service of Law Enforcement Officers 

(Con’t)  
i. Comcast Check $24,815.45  re: Use of Municipal Rights-of-Way for 

2014 – Adm. Pietrefesa said this will be shown as a revenue item in 

the 2015 Budget. 

 

Mayor O’Brien announced that there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony to be 

held at Gary Hazard’s Building at 23 Royal Road.  It will be held on February 

5th at 5:30 p.m. 

 

NON-CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

MINUTES: 
 

Township Committee Minutes: December 16, 2014 

(Present at this meeting were Gilbert, Mangin and O’Brien. 

 

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Township Committee 

Minutes of December 16, 2014. 

 

Motion was made by Mayor O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – abstain 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – abstain  

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Executive Session Minutes:  December 2, 2014 

     December 9, 2014 

(Present at this meeting were Gilbert, Mangin and O’Brien) 

 

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to approve the Executive Session Minutes of 

December 2, 2014 and December 9, 2014.   

 

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Mayor O’Brien. 
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NON-CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t) 
 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – abstain 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – abstain 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

 

Resolution #15-45 – Amending the Temporary Budget – Snow Removal 

 

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-45. 

 

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Resolution #15-47 – Budget Transfers (Four (4) Votes Need for Adoption 

 

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-47. 

 

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin, 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 
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CONSENT All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the 

        AGENDA Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.                

 There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item 

will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

Minutes: Reorganization Meeting Minutes:  January 2, 2015 

Township Committee Minutes:            January 6, 2015. 

 

    

               Resolutions: 

 

                Resolution #15-43 – Jurisdictional Agreement for Highway Maintenance 

                        and Control For Route 31 From Minneakoning  

                        Road to North of Bartles Corner Road 

 

Resolution #15-46 – Appointment of Fire Sub Code Official 

 

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the 

removal of Resolution #15-46 – Appointment of Fire Sub Code Official. 

 

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin as amended and seconded by Comm. 

Gilbert.             

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

PRIVILEGE            Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.  

OF THE  

FLOOR                    No one appeared. 
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ADJOURN-             Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

MENT:  

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin. 

 

Vote:  5 – 0 motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC 

      Township Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


