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           January 3, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on this date at the Police/Court Facility, Four Sergeantsville Road, Raritan Township (Flemington), New Jersey.

MEETING
Adm./CFO Pietrefesa called the meeting to order at 5:09 p.m.
CALLED
MEETING
Adm/CFO Pietrefesa advised the meeting was advertised in accordance with the Open

ADVERTISED
Public Meetings Act in the December 22, 2011 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.  

PLEDGE OF
Adm/CFO Pietrefesa led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and
ALLEGIANCE
and asked everyone to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember the men and women serving in the Armed Forces and in particular those serving in troubled areas around the world.

PUBLIC

It is the policy of the Township Committee that public comment is limited to three (3) 
COMMENT
minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.    

COMMITTEEMEN SWORN:

Congressman Leonard Lance administered the Oath of Office to Oliver Elbert, Township Committeeman for a three-year term.  
Congressman Leonard Lance administered the Oath of Office to Gary Hazard, Township Committeeman for a one year term  
ELECTION
Clerk Sollena asked for names for nomination for Mayor for 2012.

OF THE

MAYOR
Comm. King nominated Comm. Elbert for Mayor, 2012 and seconded by Comm. Mangin.            


Clerk Sollena asked if there were any other nominations for Mayor for 2012. There


were none.


Clerk Sollena asked for a motion to close the nominations and elect Oliver Elbert as Mayor for 2012.  
ELECTION
Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.  

OF THE


MAYOR 
Roll Call Vote:
Hazard – yes

(Con’t)



King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
MAYOR
Congressman Leonard Lance administered the Oath of Office to Oliver Elbert as  
SWORN
Mayor for 2012.  
ELECTION
Clerk Sollena asked for names for the nomination of Deputy Mayor for 2012.

OF THE

DEPUTY 
Comm. Hazard nominated Comm. Mangin for Deputy Mayor 2012 which was
MAYOR
seconded by Comm. King.  

Clerk Sollena asked if there were any other names for nominations for Deputy Mayor for 2012.  There were none.


Clerk Sollena asked for a motion to close the nominations and elect Comm. Michael Mangin as Deputy Mayor for 2012.  

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.      

Roll Call Vote:
Hazard – yes




King- yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

DEPUTY
Congressman Leonard Lance administered the Oath of Office to Michael Mangin 
MAYOR 
as Deputy Mayor for 2012.  
SWORN

Mayor Elbert presided for the balance of the meeting.

MAYOR’S PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Elbert made appointments to the Raritan Township Planning Board of the following:


*
Mayor – Class I (1 Year)


*
Glenn Tabasko – Class II (Township Official) – 1 Year


*
Michael Mangin - Class III (Governing Body) – 1 Year


*
Robert Huber – Class IV – Resident – 4 Years


*
Craig O’Brien – Alternate #1 – 2 Years


*
Harold Quinn – Alternate #2 – 1 Year


Resolution #12-1 – Yearly Appointments

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-1.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.


Roll Call Vote:
Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


OATHS OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED:


Clerk Sollena administered the Oaths of Office to all Appointees.


MAYOR’S COMMENTS


Mayor Elbert thanked Congressman Leonard Lance for taking the time out of his busy schedule to administer his Oath of Office.  He appreciated it very much.  It is always humbling to be in an event where Leonard Lance is also in attendance.  Throughout his political career, he has always set the bar high.  His personal integrity, financial conservatism and service to all of his constituents is an example to all of those serving government.  


CONGRESSMAN LEONARD LANCE:


Congressman Leonard Lance was very pleased to be at the Reorganization 

Meeting.  Legislative District 16, formerly District 23, has five municipalities in Hunterdon County because of the reapportionment of the State Legislature.  State Senator Kip Bateman and Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli will be representing Raritan Township.  He commended the work of both representatives.  Congressman Lance noticed that Comm. Mangin hesitated in voting for himself.  His father always told him that if he were ever on a ballot, to vote for himself first with great vigor.  Congressman Lance said that the reapportionment of the Congress that just occurred one week ago, will be giving him back all of Hunterdon County of which he was very pleased.  He wished everyone a Happy New Year and hoped that 2012 will bring greater prosperity to the American people and peace and good health across the world and to everyone serving abroad.  

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: (Con’t)


Mayor Elbert thanked his wife Karen who supports him everyday of his life.  He also thanked his son Oliver and his daughter Katie.  They give up a lot having parents who are involved with committees, 4-H, non-profits and many meetings.  He thanked all the people who serve on the Township Boards, Committees and Commissions.  He appreciated all that they do.  The Township could not function without their services.  He also thanked the Township employees.  They are the Raritan Township Ambassadors.  These are the people that the residents see, complain to, ask for help and the amazing thing is that no one ever complains about any employee.  People come up to him and sing the praises of the staff.  His hope as mayor is to treat everyone fairly, to be thoughtful and to make everything come out as right as it can.  He asked for everyone’s help in doing so. He thanked John King, Mayor 2011, because he was able to keep the taxes flat and helped preserve open space.  Comm. King also supported the parks and recreation initiatives and encouraged economic development.  He survived a hurricane, a flood, and an October snow storm.  Once again, he thanked everyone.


He thanked Senator Kip Bateman for attending the meeting.


DINNER ANNOUNCEMENT

Mayor Elbert announced that there will be a dinner immediately following the Reorganization Meeting at the Elks Lodge, Route 31, Flemington, New Jersey @ 6:00 p.m. (Cash Bar), 7:00 p.m. (Dinner).  

CONSENT        
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
AGENDA

Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Resolution #12-2 – Meeting Dates for 2012



Resolution #12-3 – Delinquent Taxes


Resolution #12-4 – Bank Depositories

Resolution #12-5 – Appointment of Search Officer



Resolution #12-6 – Designating Official Newspapers



Resolution #12-7 – Officials Signing Checks

Resolution #12-8- Authorizing the Tax Collector to Cancel Tax 


                   Refunds of Delinquent Amounts of Less than $10.00

Resolution #12-9 – Appointment of Emergency Management Council



        for 2012


Resolution #12-10 – Authorizing the Assessor to Sign Stipulations


Resolution #12-11 – Authorizing Township Attorney to File Tax Appeals


         
          on Behalf of the Township

Resolution #12-12 – Authorizing the Tax Collector to Conduct a Tax Sale for


                      Prior Years’ Delinquent Taxes

Resolution #12-13 – Authorizing the Engineer to Sign Temporary Right-of-



          Way Easements

Resolution #12-14 – Temporary Budget

Resolution #12-15 – Authorizing the Appointments to the Office of 



          Emergency Management

CONSENT
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.
AGENDA
(Con’t)

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Hazard – yes

King – yes

Mangin – yes

Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
    PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
    OF THE
    FLOOR
           ***
Sheldon Gold, Raritan Township resident for over 35 years, 118
            Cherryville Hollow Road, said that he was very unhappy with the                     manner in which the Township handled the clean up after the October              snow storm.  There was no Township help after the storm.  There                     were limbs and trees that fell onto people’s property on Cherryville Hollow     Road.  When he called to ask the Township about the clean up, he was told      that he would be able to bring three car loads of debris to the Recycling           Center per day provided he purchased a recycling permit.  There are many       people in the Township, particularly the elderly people, with no means to be    able to clean up the mess.  The Township was remiss in its obligation to          provide emergency assistance to the residents.  It was a deplorable situation.    Some of the neighboring townships provided a pick up including chopping of  the limbs.  That was not the case in Raritan Township and he wanted to know why the Township turned its back on the residents in a time of emergency when there was a very severe need.  



Mayor Elbert said that the major problem was that the Public Works Department was stretched very thin trying to preserve the roads, helping with traffic and helping utility companies with lines and other emergency situations.  There is no budget or the manpower to tackle a Township as large as Raritan Township.  It also would have been a little unfair to go in and help some people when other people made other  arrangements and paid money to clear up their own properties.  It was a tough decision. 

***
Mr. Gold said he did not feel that an explanation that the services were stretched is a satisfactory explanation for people who had real emergencies.  It was a very bad situation and he was very disappointed.  He felt that it was the responsibility of the Township to help people who are in need.

PRIVILEGE
***
Craig Proctor, 8 Tuccamirgin Road, congratulated Mayor Elbert.  He was 
OF THE


impressed with the Planning Department.  He knew they had fewer people and 
FLOOR


his experience with them was a good one.  The same for the Building 
(Con’t)


Department.  He also said he was pleased with the Police Department.  He mentioned that Hunterdon County has the lowest crime rate in the State.  He wished everyone Godspeed for the coming year.  
***
Senator Kip Bateman congratulated Mayor Elbert and Committeeman Hazard. He was very honored to represent Raritan Township.  

ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.    

Vote:
4 – 0 motion carried.


Meeting adjourned at:
   5:38 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC

Township Clerk
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