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The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on January 7, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey.
MEETING
Adm./CFO Pietrefesa called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
CALLED
   ROLL CALL
The following were present:  Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert, 



Comm. Karen Gilbert, Comm. Michael Mangin and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.        

MEETING
Adm/CFO Pietrefesa advised the meeting was advertised in accordance with the Open

ADVERTISED
Public Meetings Act in the December 19, 2013  issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.  


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE


Adm. Pietrefesa led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and asked 

everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence to remember the men and 

women serving in the armed forces and in particular those serving in troubled areas around the world.
COMMITTEEPERSONS SWORN:

Clerk Sollena administered the Oath of Office to Michael Mangin as Township Committeeman for a three-year term.

Clerk Sollena administered the Oath of Office to Karen Gilbert as Township Committeewoman to fill an unexpired term to December 31, 2015.   

PUBLIC

It is the policy of the Township Committee that public comment is limited to three (3) 
COMMENT
minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue. 



***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, wanted to know about Resolution #11-7 –              Officials Signing Checks.  She wanted to know if two officials sign each                     check.




Adm. Pietrefesa said that in some cases there are two signatures required and in other cases, there is only one required.  

PUBLIC

***
Mrs. Sachau also asked about Resolution #14-11 – Authorizing the Township
COMMENT

Attorney to Sign Stipulations of Settlements.  She asked if the tax payers will 
(Con’t)

            be paying for this.  




Adm. Pietrefesa said that, in some cases, the tax assessor needs the Township Committee to authorize the Township Attorney or Tax Attorney to file counter claims as necessary because there are time limits involved in tax appeals.  This resolution would authorize the attorneys to sign.    

***
Mrs. Sachau noticed that there is $6,275.00 being paid for inspections.  She wanted to know what this particular amount was for.  There is only a brief one or two word explanation.  




Adm. Pietrefesa did not know what this was for.  The explanation states Department of Finance for inspections.  There are escrows that are received for certain projects where the Township adds an administrative fee for the processing.  That is what that could be.  He suggested that she call the Finance Office for the information.
***
Mrs. Sachau said there was another check written for ANJR for $95.00 and she also wanted to know about the Raritan Township Grant Fund.  

Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a membership fee for one of the trust accounts.  It stands for American Association of New Jersey Recyclers.  In response to the grant fund, he said that this is a special bank account that grant monies have to be deposited into.  The grant project is paid directly out of that fund.     

ELECTION
Clerk Sollena asked for names for nomination for Mayor for 2014.

OF THE

MAYOR
Comm. Mangin nominated Comm. O’Brien for Mayor, 2014 and seconded by 

Comm. Gilbert.               


Clerk Sollena asked if there were any other nominations for Mayor for 2014.  There


were none.


Clerk Sollena asked for a motion to close the nominations and elect Comm. Craig O’Brien as Mayor for 2014.  

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.
ELECTION
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

OF THE



Elbert – yes

MAYOR



Gilbert – yes

(Con’t)



Mangin – yes





Mayor O’Brien - yes

Motion carried.
MAYOR
Assemblywoman Donna Simon administered the Oath of Office to Craig O’Brien as

SWORN 
Mayor for 2014.    
ELECTION
Clerk Sollena asked for names for the nomination of Deputy Mayor for 2014.

OF THE

DEPUTY 
Comm. O’Brien nominated Comm. Mangin for Deputy Mayor for 2014 which was
MAYOR
seconded by Comm. Gilbert.   

Clerk Sollena asked if there were any other names for nominations for Deputy Mayor for 2014.  There were none.


Clerk Sollena asked for a motion to close the nominations and elect Comm. Michael Mangin as Deputy Mayor for 2014.  

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





Mangin – yes





Mayor O’Brien.


Motion carried.

DEPUTY
Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman administered the Oath of Office to

MAYOR
Michael Mangin as Deputy Mayor for 2014.

SWORN

APPOINTMENT OF CLASS III GOVERNING BODY MEMBER TO THE PLANNING BOARD:
Clerk Sollena asked for names for the nomination to the Class III Governing Body Member of the Planning Board.

Mayor O’Brien nominated Comm. Elbert which was seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Clerk Sollena asked if there were any other names for nominations.  There were none.  

Clerk Sollena asked for a motion to close the nominations and elect Comm. Oliver Elbert as the Class III Governing Body Member of the Planning Board.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




Mangin – yes




Mayor O’Brien

Motion carried.


Mayor O’Brien presided for the balance of the meeting.

Mayor O’Brien thanked everyone for attending.  He acknowledged Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman, Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli, Assemblywoman Donna Simon, Hunterdon County Freeholders including Deputy Director John King and Rob Walton, County Clerk Mary Melfi and Sheriff Fred Brown.  He also acknowledged Former Committeeman Gary Hazard and the many people in the audience who serve on the boards and committees and professionals.  

He thanked his fellow Committee members for the opportunity to serve as Mayor for 2014.  He hopes to work hard this year to earn their support.  He mentioned the outstanding job that Former Mayor Mangin did over the past year.  Although 2013 had its challenges and was a difficult year, Mayor Mangin’s first and only concern was for the well being of the town.  Raritan Township is a Township Committee form of government where the mayor is chosen to serve as mayor.  Each member is equal and is upholdant to the public to honor the oath.  He asked the Committee to guide and support the Township and to help secure the blessings of liberty and freedom.  
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township for December 31, 2013:

ISSUES
$  1,046,896.31

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





Mangin – yes





Mayor O’Brien


Motion carried.


Resolution #14-1 – Yearly Appointments

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-1.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





Mangin – yes





Mayor O’Brien


Motion carried.  

OATHS OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED:


Clerk Sollena administered the Oaths of Office to all Appointees.


Deputy Mayor Mangin thanked all the nominees and the attorneys who worked for the Township last year.  It was a very interesting year with union contracts, negotiations and a plethora of items that came before the Committee.  He thanked everyone who helped him, especially the volunteers who serve Raritan Township.  It is greatly appreciated. 


Mayor O’Brien also thanked all the volunteers.
CONSENT        
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
AGENDA

Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Resolution #14-2 – Meeting Dates for 2014



Resolution #14-3 – Delinquent Taxes


Resolution #14-4 – Bank Depositories

Resolution #14-5 – Appointment of Search Officer



Resolution #14-6 – Designating Official Newspapers


Resolution #14-7 – Officials Signing Checks


Resolution #14-8- Authorizing the Tax Collector to Cancel Tax 


                   Refunds of Delinquent Amounts of Less than $10.00

Resolution #14-9 – Appointment of Emergency Management Council



        for 2014

Resolution #14-10 – Authorizing the Assessor to Sign Stipulations


Resolution #14-11 – Authorizing Township Attorney to File Tax Appeals


         
          on Behalf of the Township

Resolution #14-12 – Authorizing the Tax Collector to Conduct a Tax Sale for


                      Prior Years’ Delinquent Taxes

Resolution #14-13 – Authorizing the Engineer to Sign Temporary Right-of-



          Way Easements

Resolution #14-14 – Temporary Budget




Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.
CONSENT
Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

AGENDA
(Con’t)

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes







Elbert – yes







Gilbert – yes







Mangin – yes







Mayor O’Brien.




Motion carried.
    PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
    OF THE 

    FLOOR
            ***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that the legal bills are mounting up                  and has spoken about this in the past.  The bills are getting out of control.

She thought that the Committee should negotiate for better rates. She wanted               to know who the check to Flemington Floral for $159.10 was for.  
She also                wanted to know about One Call Concepts in the amount of $164.16.
Adm. Pietrefesa said that when family members of employees die, the Township sends flowers.  In answer to Mrs. Sachau’s question about One Call Concepts, he said that before the Township digs, it must call the utility companies.  A representative comes out to check where the Township wants to dig and make sure that there are no utility lines in the way.  There is a charge for this service.    

  


***
Mrs. Sachau wanted to know if the water pump station that is being installed               adjacent to the Municipal Building is always going to be the liability of the                  developer.
Attorney Cruz said that the pump station is owned by New Jersey American Water Company. It is a private utility that will maintain the pump station.  He did not believe there is a liability to the Township, since it is privately owned.
DINNER
The Mayor announced that a Reorganization Dinner will be held at Gallo Rosso, the 
ANNOUNCE-
Shoppes of Flemington, 100 Reaville Avenue, immediately following the meeting at 
MENT
6:30 p.m. (cash bar), 7:30 p.m. (dinner).
ADJOURN-
Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





Mangin – yes





Mayor O’Brien

Meeting adjourned at:
    5:38 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC

Township Clerk
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