		Township Committee Meeting Minutes
		January 6, 2015

The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on January 6, 2015, at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Karen Gilbert, Comm. Michael Mangin, Comm. Richard Chen and Comm. Louis Reiner.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

	SWEARING IN OF POLICE OFFICERS:

	Resolution #15-24 – Appointment of Probationary Police Officer Michael
			           Podlaski Effective January 7, 2015

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-24.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen.

	Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				Reiner – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

		Chief Glenn Tabasko said that Michael Podlaski is 23 years old from Landing, New Jersey.  He is a 2013 graduate of Rutgers University where he earned a degree in criminal justice and political science.  He is also a 2014 graduate of the Union County Police Academy.  Mr. Podlaski’s grandfather Leonard is a retired New York City Police Officer.  



	Resolution #15-25 – Appointment of Probationary Police Officer Anthony
			           Moreno Effective January 7, 2015

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-25.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	Rollo Call Vote:	Chen – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				Reiner – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

		Chief Glenn Tabasko said that Anthony Moreno is 23 years and a resident of Carteret, New Jersey and a 2013 graduate of Rowan University.  He earned a degree in law and justice.  He is a 2014 graduate of the Essex County Police Academy.  Mr. Moreno’s father is a Newark Police Detective for almost 20 years.  

	Clerk Sollena administered the Oath of Office to Michael Podlaski and 
	Anthony Moreno.

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue. 

 	No one appeared.

FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  702,512.08
ISSUES
		Comm. Mangin asked about deer carcass removal in the amount of $50.00 per deer.  He suggested that the Township look into other cooperatives to find a cheaper rate.  Adm. Pietrefesa said he will check into this.  There were a total of 19 pickups.  
	Comm. Chen asked about the bill to New Jersey American Water.  Mayor O’Brien 
	said that this is the payment for the fire hydrants which cost the Township about
	$280,000 per year.   

	




	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List. 
			
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Chen. 



	Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				Reiner – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

	Payments of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company -  $ 45,475.10

	Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Fire Company receives a fixed dollar amount from the Township each year.  

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

	Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – recuse 
				Reiner – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

	DISCUSSION OF LIAISONS

	Mayor O’Brien said that he and Deputy Mayor Gilbert have not completed the list of
	liaisons.  The matter was tabled.  
	










	UNFINISHED	FORECLOSURE AND ABANDONED PROPERTIES ORDINANCE 
BUSINESS	 
		Mayor O’Brien said that there have been several discussions on this topic.  Planner Sunyak has prepared a draft ordinance.  Adm. Pietrefesa suggested that she prepare a list of items that could be included in the ordinance and present the list to the Township Committee so they can comment back to Planner Sunyak.  Planner Sunyak said this is a much better way of approaching it.  Comm. Reiner said that the focus of the Committee should be on abandoned and foreclosed properties.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the origin of this came from numerous complaints from residents about properties that have been abandoned.  The concerns are of health and safety issues.  		
		SIGN ORDINANCE DISCUSSION

		This matter was tabled.

		PERMANENT STATUS OF POLICE OFFICER ALVAH M. COX

		Chief Glenn Tabasko recommended that Alvah M. Cox be promoted to Permanent Status.		

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Permanent Status of Police Officer Alvah M. Cox.

		Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen.

		Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				Reiner – yes
				O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.

	NEW 	NJ BIA (NEW JERSEY BUSINESS & INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION)
BUSINESS	This matter was tabled until the next meeting.

	STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT RE:  HYLAND LLC VS. RARITAN
	TOWNSHIP – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Plaintiff, Hyland, LLC has withdrawn its tax appeal for the years 2012 and 2013.  For the year 2014, the Assessment was reduced from $2,137,500.00 to $1,900,000.00.  This assessment will carry into 2015.  Because of this, there will be tax refund in the amount of $5,400.00 of which there would be a credit from Hunterdon County of $852.00.  The schools do not refund any money.  The schools are guaranteed 100% of the tax levy.   A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

	CONSTRUCTION OFFICE REQUEST TO CHANGE PUBLIC OFFICE HOURS – Construction Official Hans Warnebold requested that the Construction Office hours be changed from 7:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Since he has been Construction Official, there has been a backlog of information that needs to be filed.  The reason for this change is that before 8:30 a.m. and after 4:00 p.m. there is only one Technical Assistant in the office.  The second reason is that the office is currently overwhelmed with cleaning up the backlog that has occurred over the last couple of years.  The Technical Assistants could use the time in the morning and afternoon to process not only the current day’s paperwork, but to process files that have been closed.  This also gives time for the sub code officials to organize and discuss their work.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the two Technical Assistants alternate their time with each other.  These new hours will increase the efficiency in the office with regard to the paperwork.  The office will still offer eight continuous hours of service.  Mr. Warnebold said that he would like to see this on a permanent basis.  It was the consensus of the Committee to grant this request for 90 days effective on February 1, 2015.  The hours will be from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this will be advertised and placed on the website.  

	Adm. Pietrefesa mentioned that interviews will be conducted for Electrical Sub Code, Fire Sub Code and Plumbing Sub Code.   

	RESULT OF VEHICLE SALES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the result of the
	vehicle sales were as follows:  
		
		1986 Ford Pumper – No bidders (Minimum Price was $4,000.00)
		1900 KME Pumper – Sold for $4,210.00 (Minimum Price was $4000.00)
			GovDeals Fee @7.5% = $315.075- $3,894.25 – Net to Township
		2001 Chevy Suburban – Sold for $1,810 (Minimum Price was $1,000)
			GovDeals Fee @7.5% = $135.075 - $1.674.25 Net to Township
	
	Adm. Pietrefesa said that the minimum price for the two items that were sold was
	$5,000 and the net total to the Township was $5,568.50.  The 1986 Ford Pumper will
	be sold for scrap. Adm. Pietrefesa said that since these vehicles were not bought with 
	bonds.  The money can be placed in the capital reserve fund for future fire equipment
	use.  

	REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE BOND (FP0018403) AND DENIAL OF
	RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND (FP0017134) FOR 240 HIGHWAY 202
	ASSOCIATES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Eng. Hajjar recommended the reduction
	of Performance Bond FP 0018403 from $301,372.49 to $180,245.09.  Eng. Hajjar 
	recommended that Performance Bond FP 0017134 be denied.  This is for the
	construction of sidewalks.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

	

	TOLL BROTHERS – MOUNTAIN VIEW AT HUNTERDON PHASE I – 
	Attorney Cruz said that Toll Brothers is constructing a new development off of Route 12.  That development has been approved by the Planning Board and was divided into two phases.  Phase I is in the process of being constructed.  Phase II is to be constructed in the near future.  Toll Brothers has posted the necessary bonds and prepared the necessary revisions to the plans for Phase II.  There have been a number of discussions between the Engineering Department and Toll Brothers regarding one of the elements that is needed before the map for Phase II Development is signed by the Township and the County.  Part of that necessary documentation is a Development Agreement.  As a result of the Attorney’s and Engineer’s review, certain changes were made to the standard Township Development Agreement and Attorney Cruz received the agreement that very day.  However, there was not enough time to prepare a resolution.  In essence, it is a standard Development Agreement tailored for this property.  He asked the Committee for an oral motion allowing the Mayor and Clerk to sign the Development Agreement which will allow Toll Brothers to proceed to have the map signed and continue to move along with Phase II, subject to the agreement being memorialized in a resolution at the next meeting.  Attorney Cruz said he was satisfied that the agreement accomplishes what the Planning Board intended when it approved the development.  The Engineering Department is satisfied that the plans have been revised consistent with the approval.  He recommended that the Committee approve the Mayor and Clerk to sign the agreement.  

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the Development Agreement for Toll Brothers – Mountain View at Hunterdon Phase II followed by a resolution at the next meeting.

		Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen.

		Vote:	5 – 0 motion carried.

CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE		 Municipal Budget Seminar – February 28, 2015; 2015 State Legislative Priorities; Legislative Alert; Municipal Strategies for Supporting Military Installations; “A Review of the New Farmland Assessment Guidelines Webinar; State Transportation Committee Takes Testimony from League Leaders on Trust Fund Renewal; Conference of Mayors Winter Summit – Thursday, January 29, 2015; Weekly Policy Update Bills on the Governor’s Desk; 23rd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day” – February 4, 2015; “The Heroin Addiction Epidemic – What it is and How to Address it”; State Unveils Spending Plan for Third Round of Federal Sandy Recovery Funding; - Mayor O’Brien said that there will be a Budget Seminar in West Windsor on February 28, 2015.  Adm. Pietrefesa mentioned that all FEMA has been received.   

CORRES-			           b.	Borough of Frenchtown Resolution re:  Opposing the Installation of 
PONDENCE	a Gas Pipeline through the Borough of Milford – Comm. Reiner wanted to know if the gas company had a right-of-way through the municipality.  Comm. Mangin said that this is not the utility, it is an interstate pipeline and governed by Federal regulations.

c.	Readington Township Ordinance re:  Land Development – Comm. Mangin commented on a Village Hospitality area.  He wanted to know if this was something that can be done in Raritan Township.  Planner Sunyak said she was not familiar with Readington Township’s ordinance.  An ordinance would have to be adopted to address this issue. 

d.	NJ DEP re:  Christie Administration Awards $15 Million in Municipal Grants to Bolster Local Recycling Efforts – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township received a check in December in the amount of $54,000 which was more than was anticipated.  This money is used to offset recycling costs and will be deposited in the Recycling Trust Account.  The funds were for the year 2012.    

e.	Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders re:  Transportation Trust Fund – State of New Jersey

f.	NJ DEP re:  Soil Remedial Action Permit – Transfer/Change of Ownership for Flemington Bituminous (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

g.	Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity – Adm. Pietrefesa said that a $50 donation was made in the name of the Raritan Township by Armstrong Interiors, LLC and  Frank Lentine.

APPOINTMENT OF COMM. MICHAEL MANGIN AS CLASS III GOVERNING BODY MEMBER TO THE PLANNING BOARD.

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to appoint Comm. Michael Mangin as Class III Governing Body Member to the Planning Board.

Motion was made by Comm. Reiner and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Vote:	5 – 0 motion carried.






NON CONSENT AGENDA:
	
Resolution #15-15 – Stipulation of Settlement – Hyland LLC v. Raritan
		           Township
	
Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-15.

Motion was made by Comm. Reiner and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote		Chen – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
Reiner – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.  

Resolution #15-19 – 2015 Temporary Budget 

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-19.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Adm. Pietrefesa explained that, by State law, towns are required to adopt Temporary Budgets until the regular budget is adopted to provide for salaries, debt service and other expenses.  No more than 26 ½% of the previous year’s budget can be placed in the temporary budget.  The budget year has been extended and the Temporary Budget may be extended through March, if needed.  Comm. Reiner commented that the Township expends $200,000 per month for health care costs.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this year there is anticipated that in 2015 the employees will contribute approximately $400,000 toward their health care costs.   Comm. Reiner asked if the adoption of the Temporary Budget will precipitate any changes in the municipal tax rate.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Temporary Budget will not affect the tax rate or the tax levy.      

Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
Reiner – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.  

      CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
        AGENDA		Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Resolutions:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolution #15-20 – Reduction of Performance Bond (FP0018403) and 
                       Denial of Release of Performance Bond (FP0018403)                                   
                       to 240 Highway 202 Associates, LLC

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
Reiner – yes 
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE 	Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
OF THE 
FLOOR:  			            No one appeared.

				                       Resolution #15-22 - CLOSED SESSION:
                                 Litigation: Tax Appeal – Hyland, LLC vs. Raritan
       Township - Block 9, Lot 5.01
			
Resolution #15-22 was not used.

ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  8:40 p.m.   
					
						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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