          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                    July 17, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on July 17, 2012 at
the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert E. Cruz.       
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


Mayor Elbert announced that the son of Fire Marshal Mike Abrams passed away in a tragic accident.  He expressed his condolences on behalf of Raritan Township.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

FINANCIAL         Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  2,580,438.82
ISSUES

Comm. Antosiewicz asked about Check #2494.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is regarding the Clean Communities Grant.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for Raritan Township.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.
FINANCIAL        Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township: (Con’t)

ISSUES
(Con’t)                  Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township Fire Company:
$ 6,146.10

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard. 


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – recuse





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


Revenue Report – June, 2012 – No report
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality
- Mayor Elbert said that he and Comm. King attended the Freeholder’s Meeting.  The Freeholders have agreed to fund the Ewing Farm Preservation project.  This will benefit not only Raritan Township but Flemington Borough, Franklin Township and all residents of Hunterdon County.



Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – Comm. Antosiewicz said that there is no activity with regard to the schools.  The Green Team has done a great job to complete the grant application for the charging station at the Hunterdon Medical Center.
REPORTS:
John King – Public Works – Comm. King said that there has been a significant amount 
(Con’t)
of public praise for the Department of Public Works specifically Don Hutchins’ actions.  They are doing a fine job and he wanted to let everyone know.  Comm. Mangin said that he received a complaint that there was garbage being dumped on Autumn Leaf Boulevard and Johanna Farms Road.  He thanked Superintendent Dirk Struening for getting his staff out and cleaning it up.    


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – Comm. Mangin said that with the help of Planner Sunyak and Construction Code Official Phil Izzo, he has been trying to track the number of jobs in the Township.  He will be comparing 2012 with 2013 to see what the economic viability of the Township is.  The numbers will be continued to be reported.  He hopes to have a spread sheet completed within the coming months.  He also met with several real estate people in the area.  There seems to be a growing favoritism to start the Raritan Township Economic Partnership with one or two Township Committeemen.  There was once a Hunterdon County Partnership.  It seems that there is a willingness to get some business people on board. 


Comm. Mangin mentioned that there is a new orthopedic center going up.  This is the kind of development he would like to see.  There are four or five doctors in the group and there are five full time support people that are associated with each doctor.  This would mean another additional twenty-five full time jobs.  At this time, they practice at the Medical Arts Facility.  He met with a group of individuals who are looking to build a 28,000 square foot building on Kings Court that will bring about 19 to 20 jobs and create another 25 to 30 jobs in the Township.  This is great activity.  There will be a Board of Health meeting this coming Thursday.  The highlight of that meeting will be the topic of adding alternate members.  The Clerk has had a difficult time in getting a quorum together.  The Board will have to amend the By-Laws to add alternate members.  Comm. King asked about the new Phillips Eye Surgery facility by Lowes.  He wanted to know if the Township did any welcoming ceremony.  Comm. Mangin said that some of these openings go through the Chamber of Commerce.  


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard said that his thoughts and prayers are with the Abrams Family, Mike and Cheryl on the passing of their son Collin.  It is quiet right now regarding the parks.   Recreations are fully revved up.  There is a large group involved with recreation, many of whom are volunteers running the summer programs.  He thanked Sal Randazzese and all the folks who help out.  Comm. Hazard mentioned that it has been interesting to see the amount of properties that have been acquired and the possibility of future acquisitions.  He said that the law enforcement people are out every day patrolling Raritan Township.  They are very efficient and he thanked the Police Department.  He also thanked the Fire Department who did a great job throughout all the storms.  
 

UNFINISHED
There was none.
BUSINESS
  

NEW
PUBLIC HEARING FOR RETURN OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE

BUSINESS
FOR STICKEL PROPERTIES FOR RARITAN ESTATES – Attorney Cruz stepped down from the dais and did not participate in the discussion because the firm he works for represents Stickel Properties.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Municipal Land Use Law requires that a notice announcing a public hearing must be sent out to the residents when a developer requests the return of a performance guarantee on residential properties.  The performance bonds on residential developments are to guarantee the installation of the public improvements, such as improvements that will be accepted in the public domain, such as streets, curbs, drainage, etc.  The performance bond is not related in any way to the construction of the housing units such as building, construction, electrical issues and landscaping.  The Clerk has received the proofs of mailing and affidavits of publication.  This is only the public hearing.  Clerk Sollena said that Resolution #12-83 recommended the release of the performance guarantee with certain conditions.  Once those conditions are met, no new resolution will be required.  Acting Engineer Tony Hajjar said that those conditions have been met.  The developer was required to post a Maintenance Bond of 15% of the total construction which was $289,778.00.  A bond was also posted to construct the basin for $35,000.00.  They are up to date with their escrow account plus an additional escrow for inspections. 



Mayor Elbert opened the meeting up to the public.



***
Ronald Garutti, 17 Rolins Mill Road, said that the walking trails have not been property maintained.  Some areas are paved and the weeds are coming up through the pavement.  The trails have been washed out for quite some time.  He wanted to know if the town was going to take over the responsibility for snow plowing.  


Mayor Elbert said the town was going to be responsible for snow plowing.  


***
Mr. Garutti said that it was his understanding that school buses were not allowed in the development, but now will be allowed.  



Adm. Pietrefesa said that the problem with the school buses may be a Board of Education issue.  Acting Engineer Tony Hajjar said that he met with the developer who is getting bids for the repair of the trails.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Public Works was aware of the maintenance of the trails and they will be addressing the situation.  
NEW
RETURN OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE AND CASH TO 
BUSINESS
FLEMINGTON OFFICE CENTER, BLOCK 16.01, LOT 69.01 – Adm. Pietrefesa 
(Con’t)
said that this project was assigned to a different engineer because of a conflict with Former Engineer Fred Coppola.  Hatch, Mott, MacDonald recommended the release of the Performance Guarantee.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


BOND ORDINANCES FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF MEADOWLARK COURT, PURCHASE OF A 10.5 FOOT MOWER AND THE EXTENSION OF AUTUMN LEAF BOULEVARD – Adm. Pietrefesa said that these ordinances were part of what was in the capital budget.  Three ordinances are listed for introduction later in the meeting.  Bond ordinances require only a majority for introduction, however, 2/3rds vote of the entire Township Committee is needed for adoption.  There is a time constraint for the ordinance for the reconstruction of Meadowlark Court.  He asked for a special meeting for adoption because the next regular meeting of the Township Committee will be on August 21, 2012.  The Public Works would like to begin reconstruction of Meadowlark Court before school starts.  It was the consensus of the Committee to hold a special meeting on Tuesday, August 7, 2012 at 8:00 a.m.  The date and time will be inserted in the ordinances as the date of the public hearing and the vote.  


AWARD OF BID FOR M & R MATERIALS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that bids were taken for Maintenance and Repair Materials which is done annually.   Recommendations were given by Superintendent Dirk Struening.  Three vendors were chosen and separate resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.  Certifications of Funds were given to the Clerk.


EXTENSION OF GRACE PERIOD FOR 3RD QUARTER PROPERTY TAXES TO AUGUST 20, 2012 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that property tax bills were received that very day.  They must be mailed out 25 days before the due date which is Friday, July 20, 2012.  The due date will be extended from August 10, 2012 to August 20, 2012.  If the bill is not paid by August 20, 2012, the interest will be calculated from August 1, 2012.  This is a State law.  He hopes to have the money in to pay all the entities.  


PROPOSAL FOR RIVER ROAD TO A ONE-WAY DIRECTION FROM CASE BOULEVARD TO ROUTE 202 – Comm. King said that River Road from Case Boulevard to Route 202 has been an access road going from one side of town to the other.  It is a relatively dangerous road and it is not restricted to truck traffic and, consequently, the road is a hazard.  He would like to see the Township reclaim a portion of the South Branch of the Raritan River as parkland for use by the residents.  The concern is the intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue, Case Boulevard and River Road.  The Township has an idea to possibly make a section of River Road from Case 
NEW
Boulevard to Route as a one way street.  The Township will determine if River Road 
BUSINESS
should become a one-way street or cut off into sections of cul-de-sacs or limit the 
(Con’t)
traffic.  Mayor Elbert said that this would be a great idea.  Acting Engineer Tony Hajjar said that a traffic study would have to be done which includes accident reports, approval from Readington Township, Hunterdon County as well as the NJ DOT.  Mr. Hajjar explained the many different options that the Township would have to alleviate 


some of the traffic.  Comm. King said that there is a piece of property on Case Boulevard and Route 202 that will be populated with age-restricted housing and recreation in that area is something that the Township should consider.  He said that the Township should allow the Acting Engineer and Township Planner to come up with an appropriate solution and make recommendations to the Township Committee. Comm. Antosiewicz said that he will bring up the issue when he meets with Readington Township together with the Township Planner.  Planner Sunyak said that Raritan Township has been selected by the Bloustein School at Rutgers for a segment of River Road to be studied.  Comm. King said that the County has been asking the Township for some years to limit truck traffic to a maximum weight of a four-ton maximum.  He would also like them to Raritan Township lower the speed limit.    Adm. Pietrefesa asked about the effect that the one-way street would have on the response time for emergency vehicles. Planner Sunyak said that even though it is one-way, the emergency vehicles will access either direction.  The Planner and the Engineer will have recommendations submitted to the Township Committee.



REQUEST FOR WAIVERS AS PER ECONOMIC INCENTIVE ORDINANCE MAGNA POWER ELECTRONICS, INC.  Attorney Cruz said that if there is any Township Committee Member that is going to abstain or recuse themselves from this matter, it should be done before the matter is heard.  No one stepped down.  


***      Attorney Dale Winget was present to discuss the waiver of the Uniform Construction Code Fees.  The procedure for this is specified in an ordinance that was adopted by the Township Committee.  It states that the applicant is to submit, on its letterhead, the proposals and that it is going to increase the number of full time employees by at least five.  The applicant submitted a letter dated May 4, 2012 which contains this information.  Dr. Ira Pitel is the President of Magna Power Electronics.  They have a successful venture in the Township and are proceeding in accordance with the ordinance by requesting exemption from the fees pursuant to Ordinance #11-20.  He stated that there are two owners of the property which would be BGA Properties, LLC and Magna Power Electronics, Inc.  Both companies are owned by the same individuals.    
NEW
***
Dr. Ira Pitel said that he is the President of Magna Power Electronics and 
BUSINESS

Managing Director of BGA Properties.  In 2005 he received approvals to do a 
(Con’t)

phase construction for a 72,000 square foot building.  Over the course of time, Phase I was completed which was 27,000 square feet, Phase II which is near completion which is an additional 29,000 square feet.  He was not sure if they would complete the final phase.  He would have to seek a variance in order to build it.  The footprint is basically different today than what was originally approved.  It is a different building for the final phase which will be 17,000 square feet.  


Mayor Elbert said he understanding that he was granted an initial approval for a  conforming building which was 72,000 square feet on that lot.



***
Mr. Pitel said that it was approved for phase construction.  They were building it in sections as the business was expanding.  They could not build the last section which was why he had to go back to the Zoning Board to received approvals.  It could not be built because of the way the roof was, the steel would have cost a fortune and they were not going to build the building unless there was an approval given to redo it.  They had to go beyond the set back line about 75 feet because there was a notch in the building.  It just did not make sense to build it.  They were either going to leave it as a parking lot or try to get approvals.  


Comm. Mangin asked if the building was approved in 2005 for 72,000 square feet and this change in 2012 is the building still 72,000.



***
Mr. Pitel said that the building has a larger footprint of about 1,200 square feet.  The parking lot and loading dock has changed and it is much different that what was originally approved.  



Planner Sunyak said that according to the resolution, it was the applicant’s request to have the building in stage format because they were not sure what the need was going to be and at what time.  Comm. King wanted to know if Mr. Patel was forced to build the building.  He also asked that if and when he does build the building, will it add jobs.


***
Mr. Patel said that he was not forced to build the building.  He said that he does not need it at this time, however, he will need it in a couple of years.  He did say that he will be adding jobs.  
NEW
***
Attorney Winget said that the testimony at the Planning Board indicated that 
BUSINESS

there was specialized equipment and layout internally which required a 
(Con’t)

reconfiguration of the building.  If he did not have a reconfiguration, he could not build it and the business would not have expanded in Raritan Township.  Mr. Patel said that 8 or 10 new employees would be added by virtue of the expansion of the facility.  



Comm. Mangin said that part of the intention of the ordinance was to work on new projects as of January 1, 2012 with the intent that those businesses would hire employment creating jobs in Raritan Township.  He applauded Magna Power for building in Raritan Township and hiring jobs but this is a project that started in 2005 and not in 2012.  



***
Mr. Patel said that he had to go back to the Zoning Board in order to build it.  There was no project until it was brought back in front of the Board.



Attorney Cruz said that other facts had to be called to the Committee’s attention in order for the Committee to make a decision in this matter.  Resolution #15-2005, adopted by the Planning Board on June 14, 2005, granted preliminary and final site plan approval and to submission waivers to allow the construction of 72,350 square feet manufacturing warehousing facility in the I-2 Major Industrial Zone.  This was to be constructed in phases.  Item 6 on Page 2 of the resolution states that Ira Pitel represented to the Planning Board that he has 20 employees and may ultimately hire several more employees at this site.  Mr. Pitel did not represent that he will have more employees back in 2005 only that he may.  At the beginning of 2012, 78% or 56,750 square feet of the facility had been built.  Resolution #5-2012 adopted by the Planning Board on February 22, 2012 granted preliminary and final site plan approval for a building space consisting of a total of 73,532 square feet by adding 1,182 square feet at the northeast corner of the Phase III addition.  The square footage difference between the two approvals is 1,182 square feet.  There has been a discussion tonight regarding the number of employees that this addition would yield and Item 10 on Page 5 of the February, 2012 resolution states that Rick Rainey, Production Manager of Magna Power, testified to the Planning Board that the elimination of the notch would not result in the addition of any future or further employees.  The Planning Board Minutes for the hearing held on February 8, 2012 confirmed the statement that Mr. Rainey testified that Magna Power will not be needing more employees for Phase III.  As stated, when this matter was heard before the Planning Board on February 8, 2012, 78% or 56,750 square feet of the original approval was already built and the increase in square footage was 1,182.  Notwithstanding Mr. Rainey’s representation to the Planning Board on February 8, 2012, Magna Power Electronics on May 4, 2012 represented to the Township Committee that the number of permanent full time jobs 
NEW
being created was at a projection of eight.  Further, notwithstanding that representation 
BUSINESS
of May 4, 2012, on July 5, 2012, Mr. Winget wrote a letter to the Township Committee 
(Con’t)
indicating that the expansion would result in the creation of at least five permanent new full time jobs.  Just to summarize the facts, and the applicant should address all of this, the 2005 approval was for 72,350 square feet, the 2012 approval was for 73,522 square feet, a difference of 1,182 square feet.  On February 8, 2012, the applicant represented to the Planning Board that there would be no new jobs created by Phase III.  On May 4, 2012, there was a request for representation of eight new jobs and on July 5, 2005 a representation of five new jobs.  Those facts should be before the Committee and the applicant should address them because of the representations that have been previously made.  


Comm. King said that the applicants did not have to rebut any statements or the list of the facts that the Township Attorney has put forward, unless it was the pleasure of the Committee to ask specific questions.  Equally important, in 2005 there was an ordinance in place that would have also done something similar to what Magna Power is requesting now, which was a waiver of the UCC Fees associated with the construction in the Industrial Zone.  He wanted to know if they were afforded that privilege.


***
Mr. Pitel said they were not.  He said he kept asking what the procedure was for the waiver.  Finally, he applied and it was rejected because it was not a waiver, it was a refund.  



Comm. King said he was made aware of this by Former Mayor Peter Kinsella and expressed that, when Mr. Kinsella was mayor, he thought it should have applied.  With this particular case in mind and with that particular ordinance in mind, he and Comm. Mangin worked on developing Ordinance #11-20 which is supposed to be an opportunity for the Township to encourage business owners to move forward with project in order to expand and create jobs.  He thought that Magna Power has met the criteria for expanding in order to create jobs.  Adm. Pietrefesa said the construction fees were about $16,000.   



Attorney Cruz said that before the Committee was a request for a waiver of the applicable construction fees.   The ordinance requires a formal resolution and this was only a presentation being made.  



***
Attorney Winget said that the ordinance in question concerns construction, not permitting.  The permitting process has nothing to do with the ordinance.  It only relates to construction.  The applicable permit fees are those that are related to construction.

NEW
Comm. King made a motion to adopt a resolution to support the waiver of the UCC 
BUSINESS
fees for Magna Power.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that the intent of the ordinance was 

(Con’t)
to create jobs and any business owner at any point in time has the decision whether to move forward or not.  In today’s economic environment, he welcomed the expansion of the industrial base in the Township and he absolutely supports the creation of jobs in the community.  He seconded Comm. King’s motion to adopt a resolution.  Comm. Hazard said that, as a community business owner, he agreed.  


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes.  



***     Comm. King commented that he has known Mr. Pitel from a professional stand point and when he was mayor, he worked with Magna Power on a very delicate issue with JCP&L with the intent to try to get him a transformer modification to assist in his business.  Mr. Pitel, along with other a number of other business owners in Raritan Township as well as a number of private individuals, donated to his Freeholder campaign.  However, he did not believe it made a difference with respect to this particular issue or his feelings on the vote.  He thought that Raritan owes business owners or anyone that an ordinance was written for, the intent of the ordinance. If the Township is going to split hairs on every single application or every kind of opportunity, he felt that the Township would not be putting forth what the intent of the Committee was.    





Mangin – no



***
Comm. Mangin commented that it was nothing against Mr. Pitel or Magna Power.  Basically, this project was approved for 72,000 square feet in 2005.  He rallied for folks like Mr. Pitel and also to what Comm. King said.  However, he felt that this could open flood gates for people who are right on the cusp of January 1, 2012 who are all going to come in a ask for waivers.  He was glad Mr. Pitel was present and creating jobs, however, he had to vote no.





Elbert – no.



***
Mayor Elbert said that he appreciated Mr. Pitel having a business in Raritan Township.  He said that after discussing this with the Township Planner and Township Attorney, he felt that this was a project that has been underway for a long time.  Since this was an older project and especially given the testimony to the Planning Board that it was not going to create any new jobs, he felt he has to vote no on this issue.  


Attorney Cruz said that the motion passed and there will be a resolution at the next 
\
meeting memorializing what occurred at this meeting.
NEW
MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE RENEWAL APPLICATION – 2013 – Adm. Pietrefesa 
BUSINESS
said that this occurs each year and a resolution is listed for consideration. The 
(Con’t)
Township joins this group as an alliance and no contribution is made.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


RESOLUTION #12-132 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this resolution will be added to the Consent Agenda to appoint an Acting Fire Official during the absence of the Township’s current Fire Official.  This would be through the date of August 21st or whenever the actual Fire Official returns, whichever happens sooner.  It can be addressed again on August 21, 2012.
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #12-5

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, AND MORE SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER 16.02, CHAPTER 16.28A, CHAPTER 16.28B AND CHAPTER 16.20 TO PERMIT SOLAR OR PHOTOVOLTAIC ENERGY FACILITIES AS PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES IN THE I-1 AND I-2 INDUSTRIAL ZONES IN THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN.


Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public on Ordinance 

#12-5.  

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.


Vote:    5 – 0 motion carried.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance #12-5 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes



Hazard – yes



King – yes



Mangin – yes



Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #12-6

(Con’t)
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 10.08 OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN TITLED “PARKING GENERALLY” BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 10.08.050 TITLED “NO PARKING OR VEHICLE STANDING ALONG PORTIONS OF BARTLES CORNER ROAD, RIVER ROAD AND SERGEANTSVILLE-FLEMINGTON ROAD.


Meeting opened to the public.

***      Barbara Sachau, Raritan Township, said that she approved the adoption of the ordinance, however, she thought that there were other streets that needed to be considered as well.  One of the streets to be considered should be Dayton Road.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public on Ordinance 


#12-6.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.  

Vote:    5 – 0 motion carried.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance #12-6 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.  

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes



Hazard – yes



King – no



Mangin – yes



Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


                                 ORDINANCE #12-8
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AND MORE SPECIFICALLY TO REPEAL  CHAPTER 6.02 ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE IN ITS ENTIRETY
ORDINANCES
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-8 on first consideration, 
(Con’t)

same to be published according to law with a public hearing and final adoption scheduled for the meeting of August 21, 2012 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.




ORDINANCE #12-9

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF MEADOWLARK COURT IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $60,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $57,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-9 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and final adoption scheduled for the meeting on August 7, 2012 beginning at 8:00 a.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. King.GH
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #12-10
(Con’t)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A MOWER FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $77,500 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $73,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-10 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and final adoption scheduled for the meeting on August 7, 2012 beginning at 8:00 a.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Hazard.GH
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – no 




Hazard – yes




King – no 




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.


                                   ORDINANCE #12-11
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $80,000 FOR  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CONSTRUCTION OF A ROADWAY TO EXTEND AUTUMN LEAF DRIVE TO ROUTE 12 IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $76,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-11 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and final adoption scheduled for the meeting of August 7, 2012 beginning at 8:00 a.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

ORDINANCES
Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Hazard.
(Con’t)GH
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes 




Hazard – yes




King – yes 




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Federal Farm Bill up in Senate – Look to Senators Menendez and Lautenberg for Support; Senate Committee to Consider S-1900, Attention to Property Tax Relief Funding Restoration Growing; Municipal Property Tax Relief Funding Bills Advance, Final Votes Scheduled for Monday; A-2921/S1900; Year Four (4) of Economic Recovery:  New Municipal Realities to Come; S-1925 & A-2966 – Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SREC); Vote Yes on S-1900/A2921 re:  Property Tax Relief Funding; Mentors Needed for Tuesday’s Children; Affordable Housing Trust Funds; Assembly Approves A-2921 – Property Tax Relief Restoration Fight Moves to Senate – Vote Scheduled for This Thursday; A2011 & A-2950, COAH Trust Fund Extension; S-1650, EMS Bill; League Opposes A-2405/S-1651, Removing the Statute of Limitations on Civil Actions for Sexual Abuse; Committee to consider A-2921, Property Tax Relief Funding Restoration May Advance; Urgent Alert for Local Action:  Legislators Again Seeking to Divert Municipal Energy Funds for State Budget; Update Ethics Resources from the League; Upcoming Brownfields and Baseball Roundtable; Amendments to the Open Public Records and Open Public 

Meetings Act; 2012 Summer Blood Drive Campaign; New Content on DLGS Web Site; Transportation Reauthorization Compromise Passes both Houses; “MAP-21” Funding Linked to Student Loan Interest and Flood Insurance Extensions; Appellate Division to Consider Issue of Housing Trust Funds; Failure of Council on Affordable Housing to Adopt Trust Fund Commitment Regulations; Legislative Recap; Property Tax Relief Restoration Next Steps; Housing Trust Funds Court Issues Temporary Injunction Prohibiting Forfeiture of Marlboro’s Municipal Housing Trust Funds; Urge Governor Christie to Approve A-2921 re:  Increasing Distributions to Municipalities from Energy Tax Receipts Property Tax Relief Fund; Housing Trust Fund Heads to the Governor; Legislative Bulletin – June, 2012; Recreation and Park Month; Seminar re:  Labor Negotiations Primer:  Collective Negotiations and Interest Arbitration; Seminar re:  Year Four (4) of Economic Recovery; League Files Brief to Protect Municipal Housing Trust Funds; 

CORRES-

b.
Senator Loretta Weinberg & Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman re:  Thank 
PONDENCE

You Letters for Resolution Regarding Good Samaritan Overdose Response 
(Con’t)


Act, the  Jessica Lunsford Act and the Open Public Meetings Act and Open Public Records Act 

c.
NJ DOT re:  Presentation by Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

d.
Borough of Frenchtown Resolution of NJLM for Municipal Enlistment in the Military Initiative

e.
NJ DEP re:  Solid Waste Collection Questionnaire (Forwarded to Public Works)

f.
Franklin Township Ordinances re:  Land Use Procedures, Zoning and Fair Housing (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

g.
NJ Society of Municipal Engineers re:  2012 Municipal Engineering Project of the Year Awards Program  

h.
National Complete Streets Coalition

i.
Letter from Resident Yvonne Krzysztow re:  Praise to Public Works Department

j.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce News – July, 2012 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)
k.
NJ League of Municipalities re:  Call for Nominations for Eleventh Annual Innovation in Governance Awards
      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.





1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:  There were no minutes.
Resolutions:

Resolution #12-120 – Extension of Grace Period for 3rd Quarter, 2012                                                         Property Taxes

CONSENT

Resolution #12-121 – Chapter 159 – Alcohol Ed Rehab Fund DWI - $1,349.08

AGENDA
(Con’t)

Resolution #12-122 – Authorizing the Refund of a Construction Code Permit Fee



in the Amount of $276.00 to Brian Starkman
Resolution #12-123 – Escrow Refunds

Resolution #12-124 – Return of Zoning Permit Fee

Resolution #12-125 – Return of Performance Guarantee and Cash Bond to 



Flemington Office Center

Resolution #12-127 – Award of Bid for M & R Materials to Flemington



Bituminous Corporation

Resolution #12-128 – Award of Bid for M & R Materials to Stavola



Construction Company

Resolution #12-129 – Award of Bid for M & R Materials to Trap Rock



Industries, Inc.
Resolution #12-131 – Municipal Alliance Renewal Application - 2013
Resolution #12-132 – Appointment of Drew Kintzel as Acting Fire Marshal

Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Hazard – yes

King – yes

Mangin – yes

Elbert – yes

Motion carried.  
CONSENT

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIPS IN THE RARITAN TOWNSHIP FIRE 
AGENDA

COMPANY:

(Con’t)


1.
Ashley P. Haug



2.
Shane M. Morris



3.
James C. Kraus
Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to approve the Applications for Membership in the

Raritan Township Fire Company.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Hazard – yes

King – yes

Mangin – recuse

Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE 
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
OF THE 
FLOOR

***
Barbara Sachau, Raritan Township, asked about Resolution #12-131 –                          Municipal Alliance Renewal for 2013.  She wanted to know if the program was             worth while and if it is accomplishing what they set out to do.    




Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is no monetary donation made by Raritan Township, it is only an in-kind donation.  This program is run through Hunterdon County in conjunction with the Police Department.  

***
Mrs. Sachau also asked about solar panels being placed in industrial zones.  She wanted to know if there are regulations about solar panels being placed on farms.  She also wanted to know if there will be any encouragement of placing solar panels on commercial buildings.  



Mayor Elbert said that residential and commercial buildings are allowed to place solar panels on their roofs. He also said that they are also allowed on farm buildings.

***
Mrs. Sachau said she would like to see an ordinance banning the use of solar panels on farmland.

PRIVILEGE
Comm. King said that solar panels cannot be banned.  It has been described as an 
OF THE

inherently beneficial application by the State of New Jersey.  
FLOOR
(Con’t)

Comm. King mentioned that with respect to the tax rates, Adm. Pietrefesa has 




prepared the necessary documentation of what the overall effect of the property taxes 



are. He wanted to make sure that it was clear that the school portion of the tax burden 



is 71%, the County is 16%, Municipal is 13%.  The municipal tax rate has never varied more than one percent annually.  It has come to his attention that the Office of the State Comptroller has discovered a widespread improper participation in the State Pension System.  He wanted everyone to know that the Township is taking a proactive stance and will contact the Office of the State Comptroller with respect with any investigations of professionals working as independent contractors for local governments that may be included in the pension system.  He said that Adm. Pietrefesa as well as Attorney Cruz have done a very good job making sure that the Township is above board with respect to any kind of participation in public entities for service providers or independent contractors and their exclusion from the pension system.  He would like to see the Township take a proactive stand and write a letter to the OSC to indicate that they would not feel that they have to look at Raritan Township.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township is in compliance.  
Mayor Elbert said that he sent a letter supporting the Good News Home for Women in their application for a grant.  He said that this is a worthwhile cause.  

Attorney Cruz read Resolution #12-130 into the record.
Resolution #12-130 – CLOSED SESSION:

Contractual – Union Negotiations - Union Negotiations –                       Teamster’s Union Local 469; CWA White Collar Union Local              1040; Supervisor’s Union; Higher Level Supervisor’s Union;

PBA Local 337  

Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-130.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

CLOSED

Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.

SESSION
OPEN 

Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to go into Open Session.
SESSION
Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

FURTHER 
There was no Further Action.

ACTION

ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.
Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 
9:31 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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