          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                       June 18, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on June 18, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at:  7:09 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Oliver Elbert, Comm. Craig O’Brien, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz and Comm. Karen Gilbert.    Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney William Willard.           
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.    

PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue. 

***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, said that the new salary scale is too high.  Because of this, people are moving out of New Jersey.  She commented on the State League of Municipalities said that membership in this organization is negative.  She found that in some cases their actions are against the interest of taxpayers.  She wanted an explanation about the payment of $2,500 for turf treatment to Chem Lawn.


Mayor Mangin said that this was for the parks.  


***
Mrs. Sachau also asked about the three-year contract with the Township Engineer.  Would the Township be better off with a one-year contract to protect itself.  She has seen a lot of problems with long-term contracts.    

PUBLIC                Mayor Mangin said that the Township would not want to lose the engineer and then 
COMMENT         have to pay higher prices for someone who might not know the Township.  The 
(Con’t)                   engineer must be reappointed.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is a statutory regulation that states that the engineer is appointed for three years.  The turf treatment was at Lenape Park.  

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  359,601.89
ISSUES 

Comm. Elbert wanted to know why an outside source is doing the treatment and not Public Works.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Chem Lawn does a special treatment in various location of Lenape Park.  


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





Gilbert - yes




O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company (April 16, 2013)









$   6,091.66

Comm. O’Brien asked about $3,800 for NJ Fire Equipment.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was for one Scott Air Pack and fire box lights.


Deputy Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – recuse


Motion carried.
FINANCIAL
ESTIMATED TAX BILLS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that because there is no budget at 
ISSUES
this time, the County cannot certify the tax rate and, therefore, estimated tax bills must 
(Con’t)
be sent out.  He recommended that the Township estimate the bills at 1 ½% over last year.  The Committee agreed.

2013 TEMPORARY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS (4 VOTES NEEDED FOR ADOPTION OF THE RESOLUTION) – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the temporary budget must be increased because there is no adopted budget.  This will take the Township through July and August.
The Data Processing amount should be listed under other expenses.  The resolution will be corrected.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development – Mayor Mangin said that the preliminary and final site plans for Costco were approved.  There will be a parcel of land that will be used by the high school for parking.  He said that any changes to the agenda must be made by at least the Thursday before the meeting to give the Clerk a chance to make those changes and have the agenda packet ready by Friday to print.  
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert said that there is a resolution listed for the Township to apply for County funds with the NJ Conservation Foundation which is working to preserve some headwaters of the Wickecheoke Creek. He attended a Headwaters Dinner along with Comm. Antosiewicz on Friday.  
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – Comm. Antosiewicz mentioned that he attended the St. Anna’s Greek Church dedication along with several other committee members.  He attended the County Leadership Graduation Ceremony at Copper Hill County Club.  He also met with Patty Ruby from the Hunterdon Land Trust.  There will be meetings with the Readington Township Open Space about the overall plans for the South Branch of the Raritan River and how the two Townships could work together for accessibility to the residents and being pedestrian friendly.  He will be giving the graduation speech at JP Case Middle School on Thursday.  

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA and Public Safety – Comm. O’Brien said that the police fingerprinting machine has broken down.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this purchase will be bonded and an ordinance will need to be adopted.  The ordinance could be introduced at the July 9th meeting and another meeting scheduled in early August for adoption.  He said that there could be another special meeting scheduled in early August for adoption.  Comm. O’Brien said that the Fire Department is having 
REPORTS
difficulty getting their vehicles maintained in a timely fashion and has been waiting 
(Con’t)

since April.   If Public Works does not have time to do it, he would like to see this outsourced.  Comm. Elbert will speak with Superintendent Dirk Struening.  
Karen Gilbert - Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, 
Economic Development, Public Safety,  Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Gilbert said that the Greater Flemington Soccer Camp will hold an event on July 8th, 9th and 10th.   
RELEASE OF EASEMENTS RE:  NORTH FLEMINGTON 2012, LLC –Mayor 

Mangin said that this property is going to be a new Chase Bank on Route 31 which has been approved by the Planning Board.  Part of the Planning Board approval was that these specific easements be rescinded that were on the property.  The Township Committee must remove those easements by ordinance.  Attorney Willard said that the site easement and drainage easements will be rescinded when the project is completed.
***
Attorney George Dilts said that this property is the old Phones and More property, south of the Flemington-Raritan Diner and north of Sonic.  A new bank will be built and an access road extended behind Sonic and behind the bank.  

Resolution #13-100 - Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign Release of 

Easements re:  North Flemington 2012, LLC 

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-100.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

UNFINISHED
9-1-1 ADDRESS SYSTEM (AMENDING ORDINANCE #09-8) - Attorney
BUSINESS
Willard said that he spoke with John Trimmer and the Tax Assessor.  He made the amendments to make sure that there are postings on the property particularly numbering to identify each entrance on the front and back of the building.  


APA-NJ COMMUNITY PLANNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM DENIAL – Acknowledged.
UNFINISHED
APPOINTMENT TO PLANNING BOARD – CLASS II MUNICIPAL 
BUSINESS
OFFICIAL – Mayor Mangin said that there are two candidates and needs further 
(Con’t)
review.  The matter was tabled.  The attorney will review the description of a Class II Municipal Official.  One candidate is from the Board of Health and the other candidate is from the RTMUA.  
 NEW
LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWALS – 2013/2014 – Tax Clearance Certificates 
 BUSINESS
were received by Clerk Sollena for the Rock of Raritan (Bourbon Liquors) and Penns Raritan (Raritan Wine & Spirits).  Resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.  


DENIAL OF RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND TO STICKEL PROPERTIES, LLC. – BLOCK 5, LOTS 5, 7, 8, 9, 17 & 20 – Engineer Hajjar said that the Township is holding a bond in the amount of $32,866.32 of which $4,257 is cash for the existing basin.  He recommended that the Township deny the request for the release of the bond until the developer complies with the requests made by him.  Attorney Willard informed the Committee that his firm represents Stickel Properties so he will defer to the recommendations of the engineer.  A resolution to deny the request for the release of the bond was adopted later in the meeting.     


PEOSHA SURVEY – Adm. Pietrefesa said that there were no violations found at the Department of Public Works.  He commended Don Hutchins and the staff.  


NON UNION SALARY ORDINANCE – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the reason for this ordinance is that contracts have been approved for the CWA White Collar and the Police.  These non union people on the list did not receive raises last year and this is not fair.  The ordinance would not take affect until the end of July which means that the raises would not be paid until September.  The ordinance does not grant the raises. A resolution would still need to be adopted.  This matter was tabled.  



RARITAN TOWNSHIP NEWSLETTER – Clerk Sollena sent out a memo asking for articles for the newsletter.  Comm. Antosiewicz suggested that the high school or the county for printing.  The Clerk will report back to the Committee.


GREATER FLEMINGTON SOCCER CAMP – JULY 8, 9, 10TH – 9:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M.



Comm. Gilbert said that this is a great opportunity for the kids who participate.  There are no conflicts with the soccer camp using Lenape Park.  


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Greater Flemington Soccer Camp for the dates of July 8, 9, and 10th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m..



Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


UNFINISHED         Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

BUSINESS

Elbert – yes

(Con’t)

Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried.


RELEASE OF EASEMENTS RE:  NORTH FLEMINGTON 2012, LLC



This matter was discussed earlier in the meeting.

ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #13-5
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY THE SUPERIOR OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF P.B.A. LOCAL 337A FOR THE YEARS 2013-2015 AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF.



Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #13-5 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.



Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – abstain





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – no



Motion carried.



Pietrefesa noted that in Ordinance #13-5, B 1 should read as B2 and the word prior should be removed.  Attorney Willard asked Mayor Mangin to call for another vote.



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #13-5 on final consideration same to be published according to law with the minor amendments.      

ORDINANCES
Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

(Con’t)


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – abstain





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – no



Motion carried.






ORDINANCE #13-6

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY P.B.A. LOCAL 337 FOR THE YEARS 2013-2015 AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF


Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #13-6 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.



Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – abstain





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – no



Motion carried.





ORDINANCE #13-4
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 12.44 TITLED “STREET AND BUILDING NUMBERS” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

ORDINANCES
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-4 on first consideration,
(Con’t)
same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of July 16, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One 


Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be 


heard.  



Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried.





ORDINANCE #13-7

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY A BARGAINING AGREEMENT AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF



Ordinance #13-7 was tabled.    



This ordinance was tabled.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Annual Conference Hotel Reservations Information; 
b.
Township of Union Resolution Opposing JCP&L Petition for a Rate Increase
c.
Hunterdon County:


Household Hazardous Waste Cleanup Day – Saturday, July 13, 2013


Computer & Electronics Collection Day – Saturday, October 12, 2013

d.
NJ Transit News 

e.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)

CORRES-
Mayor Mangin said that the Hunterdon Medical Center is celebrating their 60th 
PONDENCE
Anniversary on June 29th from 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.   He will be speaking at the 
(Con’t)

event.  He also mentioned that several years ago the Committee toured the 3M Plant on Route 202.  He was concerned about the Open Public Meetings Act and how many Committeemen could attend.  The entire Committee was in attendance at the last tour. The Committee has been invited again.  Comm. Antosiewicz suggested that the Committee tour several other plants during the year. 

Comm. Antosiewicz said he was contacted by the President of the Toll Brothers Association near the vicinity of  279 Old Croton Road.  There is an old farm that has not been mowed or maintained.  The police have been dispatched there because of vandalism.   He wanted follow up on this situation.
Comm. Elbert said he was invited for a tour of the JCP&L Regional Dispatch Office in Morristown.  It will take place on June 27th from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
NON

Minutes:


CONSENT
AGENDA

Township Committee Budget Session Minutes:
March 25, 2013

(Present were:  Elbert, O’Brien, Mangin)

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Budget Minutes of March 25, 2013.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Township Committee Budget Session Minutes:
April 2, 2013 & April 9, 2013

(Present were: Antosiewicz, Elbert, O’Brien, Mangin)

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Budget Minutes of April 2, 2013 and April 9, 2013.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

NON

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

CONSENT



Elbert – yes

AGENDA




O’Brien – yes

(Con’t)




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolutions:

Resolution #13-93 – Authorizing 2013 Temporary Emergency Appropriations


          ( 4 Votes Needed for Adoption)
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-93.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Gilbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
Resolution #13-95 – Approving the Salary for the Township Engineer

Resolution #13-95 was tabled.  
CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda have been submitted for study by the 
AGENDA

Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.

There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item

will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:

Township Committee Budget Session Minutes:

May 7, 2013
Resolutions:

Resolution #13-89 – Denial of Release of Performance Bond to Stickel 


          Properties – Block 5, Lots 5, 7, 8, 9, 17 & 20

CONSENT
Resolution #13-90 – Authorizing the Renewal of Liquor Licenses for 2013/2014

AGENDA
(Con’t)

Resolution #13-91 – Authorizing the Renewal of Liquor License for the Rock of


          Raritan (Bourbon Street Liquors)

Resolution #13-92 – Authorizing Estimated Tax Bills for 2013

Resolution #13-94 – Authorizing Renewal for Dental Program with Delta Dental

Resolution #13-98 – To Rescind and Replace Resolution #13-63 – Request from


           Tuccamirgan, LLC and Stothoff for Amendment to the ADA 

           for Block 27, Lots 29 and 30 and Block 28, Lots 29 and 43
Resolution #13-99 – Authorizing Municipal Grants Program to Provide County


          Funds  in Connection with Open Space, Natural Areas and 


          Farmland and Historic Preservation
Resolution #13-100 – Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign Release of 



Easements re:  North Flemington 2012, LLC

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal Resolutions #13-98, #13-99 and #13-100.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-100 was adopted earlier in the meeting.

Resolution #13-98 – To Rescind and Replace Resolution #13-63 – Request from Tuccamirgan, LLC and Stothoff for Amendment to the ADA for Block 27, Lots 29 and 30 and Block 28, Lots 29 and 43 – Comm. Elbert said that Resolution #13-63 was adopted at the last meeting.  The reason that it is being rescinded and replaced is because there was a typographical error in the numbers of acreage.  The corrected acreage was now taken from the tax map and is accurate.  

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-98.

CONSENT

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

AGENDA
(Con’t)

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-99 – Authorizing Municipal Grants Program to Provide County Funds in Connection with Open Space, Natural Areas and Farmland and Historic Preservation – Comm. Elbert said that this pertains to three properties that are all in the same area.  These properties form the headwaters of the Wickecheoke Creek.  The New Jersey Conservation has been working to preserve these properties with the Township’s Open Space Committee.  The properties were toured a few years ago and he urged the other Committee members to take a look at the properties.  This is a resolution that enables the Township and the NJ Conservation Foundation to apply to the County to try to receive funding to support these projects.  Mayor Mangin wanted to know what the cost to the Township would be.  Comm. Elbert said that this does not commit the Open Space Trust Fund to this project.  Adm. Pietrefesa was concerned about Item #2 under the Now Therefore Be It Resolved that states that the Township has $180,000 available.  He said that this should be changed to Green Acres funding.   He spoke with the Foundation and the adoption of the resolution does not commit the funds.  The clause was changed to reflect that $180,000 is Green Acres funds.  
Resolution #13-99 was tabled until after the Closed Session.
PRIVILEGE 
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes

OF THE 

FLOOR

***
Frank Veneziale, Canterberry Circle, Emergency Management Coordinator,                                    said he was concerned about the parking lot issue at the high school.  They                                     have a parking lot that the Township owns and the high school is going to be                                  using   Mayor Mangin said that the high school would like to install lighting.                                  The  Township does not want to pay for the lighting nor would the Township                                 want the lot given back with lighting at a cost to the Township.  The high                                        school is responsible for any improvements.  He also mentioned that                                               graduation will be  held on Friday which is a very large event and an impact to                               the emergency  services.  He is always concerned about safety and security in                                 the schools.  Comm. Antosiewicz suggested that a meeting be set up with 
Superintendent Nolan and Comm. Gilbert, Liaison, and make sure that there is a seat at the table when safety issues are discussed.    
CONSENT
***
Mr. Veneziale said that there is an aging fleet with respect to vehicles.  There 
AGENDA
                        needs to be more and more maintenance each year.  This is a growing concern.
(Con’t)
                        He also mentioned that the Committee should reestablish the web site.  This                 should be a priority that would help the public.  



Attorney Willard read Resolution #13-97 in full.  Resolution #13-97 will be amended to remove Personnel - Township Engineer; 
Resolution #13-97 -  CLOSED SESSION:

                                   Contractual – Contract Negotiations:  CWA White Collar 

Local 1040 Union; Teamster’s







Union Local 469; Supervisor’s Union;

            Higher Level Supervisor’s Union




Personnel    -  Township Engineer____________________



Litigation -     Potential Litigation – Township of Raritan v. 
                                                             Flemington Mall, LTD;                            




Property Acquisition – Block 20, Lot 18; Block 20, Lot 12; 







    Block 20, Lot 3

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-97. 

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Gilbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried
CLOSED 

Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.

SESSION

OPEN 

The Committee retired into Open Session.

SESSION:

FURTHER
Resolution #13-99 - Authorizing Municipal Grants Program to Provide County
ACTION



          Funds in Connection with Open Space, Natural Areas and Farmland and Historic Preservation 



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-99 as amended.




Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.




Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes







Elbert – yes







Gilbert – yes







O’Brien – no







Mangin – yes




Motion carried.

ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz. 


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:
   9:40 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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