          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                    June 7, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on June 7, 2012 at
the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney William Willard.     
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2012 BUDGET AMENDMENT


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to open the meeting to the public on the 2012 Budget Amendment.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.


No one appeared for the Public Hearing on the 2012 Budget Amendment.


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public on the 2012 Budget Amendment.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

FINANCIAL
Resolution #12-1094 – Final Adoption of the 2012 Budget

ISSUES

(Con’t)
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-104.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Comments:


Mayor Elbert thanked the Committee and Adm. Pietrefesa for a job well done on the 2012 Budget.  He mentioned that there was even extra money in the budget for capital improvements.  Comm. Mangin said that he wished the public or the press were present to hear how difficult the task was especially when it involved layoffs.  He mentioned that the Township is in negotiations with three unions.  Beginning with an $800,000 deficit, the public has no idea how much of a tax increase there could have been.  He thought the Committee did a great job on what was accomplished.  Comm. King and Comm. Hazard congratulated the Mayor.  Comm. King also said that the bonding issues have to be worked on this year.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  11,405,779.89

Comm. Antosiewicz asked about refunds on taxes.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that sometimes there is a duplicate tax payment made and the money has to be refunded.  Comm. Mangin asked about Check #021337 in the amount of $6,152.33 and if it was the Fire Chief’s car.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that it was a Township vehicle.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. King.
FINANCIAL
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

ISSUES



Hazard – yes

(Con’t)



King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township Fire Company:
$1,350.00


Adm. Pietrefesa explained that these bills get separated from the regular bill list due to a conflict with Comm. Mangin.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – recuse 





Elbert – yes

Motion carried.


REVENUE REPORT – APRIL – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is preliminary report because it was prepared before the Budget was adopted.  As of this date, the money from FEMA in the amount of $14,156.00 and the Clean Communities Grant were not shown on the budget.  Flemington Borough and East Amwell Shared Services have already been billed.  
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



All Liaison Reports were tabled and will be discussed at the next meeting.



Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard mentioned that there will be awards handed out at the next meeting for volleyball champions and also for Parks and Recreation Director Sal Randazzese.  

UNFINISHED
There was none.
BUSINESS
  

 NEW
DENIAL OF REQUEST FOR REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE 
BUSINESS
GUARANTEE RE:  IMMACULATE FRIESZ FOR EQUESTRIAN MEADOWS, BLOCK 43, LOT 5 – Mayor Elbert said that Acting Engineer, Antoine Hajjar recommended that this be denied until all items are complete.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


DENIAL OF REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF CASH PERFORMANCE BOND RE:  CWH PROPERTIES, BLOCK 16.01, LOT 16.06, 12 MINNEAKONING ROAD – Mayor Elbert said that Acting Engineer, Antoine Hajjar recommended that the release for the cash performance bond be denied as it is incomplete.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


Comm. King wanted to know if the builder knows what the requirements are for the return of bonds.  Once the builder has filed these requests, they should be under the impression that they have completed the work.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that while he cannot speak for the builder, they do know what is on the site plan and what needs to be done.  In one case, although the reduction would still allow enough money to finish the project, under the Municipal Land Use Law, the Township is allowed to keep a certain percentage no matter what they have done until the project is totally complete.  


AGREEMENT BETWEEN CENTRAL JERSEY HOUSING RESOURCE CENTER (CJHRC) RE:  AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADMINISTRATION



Adm. Pietrefesa said that there has been an agreement with this company for the past two (2) years under the name SCCOAH (Somerset County Council on Affordable Housing).  They changed their name because it was too closely associated with COAH at the State level.  This company is extending the services the Township needs to monitor the Affordable Housing Program.  All these funds are taken from the Affordable Housing Trust Fund Account.  He recommended the renewal of this contract at $43,789.00 yearly.  There is a thirty (30) day termination clause.  


AWARD OF BID FOR CLEANING SERVICES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the cleaning services contract expires on June 30, 2012.  The contract was awarded to Pure Cleaning Services.  Resolution #12-103 will be corrected to reflect the cost of 



$17, 784.00 per year.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
NEW
AMENDMENT TO HEALTH INSURANCE WAIVER POLICY – Adm. 
BUSINESS
Pietrefesa said that the Health Insurance Waiver Policy needed t o be amended because
(Con’t)
of the implementation of Chapter 78.  The current plan had flat amounts for the waiver amounts for employees.  The employees will be charged different percentages because of the different premiums.  He recommended a new schedule of 30% and 20% (2-Tier Schedule).  These numbers will change from year to year.  Employees are not allowed to receive any waivers unless they can prove that they have health insurance elsewhere.  In order to do so, the employee would have to go on a spouse’s policy.  There are six people who are taking the waiver for a savings to the Township of $90,000.    



ORDINANCES   There were none.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

“Cloud Computing in Government”; Mayors Brownfield Site Remediation Roundtable Event; “A Review of the Open Public Records Act (OPRA)”; The Mini One Day Conference; Property Tax Funding Restoration Committee Action Scheduled; Administration Awards Clean Communities Grants and Historic Preservation Awards; Funding Restoration Bill Postponed; Supreme Court Decision in Seals v. County of Morris; S-1914 User Fees; Affordable Housing COAH Trust Funds, A-1950; Mayors Brownfield Site Remediation Roundtable Event; 14th Annual League Baseball Appreciation Day – June 19, 2012; CDC Proposes Hepatitis Testing Guidelines for Boomers; Urgent Action Alert – Contact your State Senator and Assembly Representatives – USER FEE BILL released from Committee Heading to the Senate Floor; Sustainable Jersey Free Financing Advice and Media Information; ACR-37, Overturning the DEP Waiver Rule; “A Review of the Open Public Records Act” (OPRA); NJ Hall of Fame’s 5th Annual Induction Ceremony & Gala; Employee Health Benefit Contribution Set to Increase in July; NJ Municipalities Magazine; “Community Leadership on Energy:  How to be an Energy Hero in Your Town”; Thursday Senate Vote on User Fee Legislation; Affordable Housing, COAH Trust Funds, Senate Bill Introduced; Mayors Brownfield Site Remediation Roundtable Event; National Hurricane Preparedness Week 2012; Senate Voting Session; State Revenue Estimates Down as Budget Deadline Looms; Immediate Action Needed on Municipal Funding Restoration (S-1900/A-2921; 
b.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce – May, 2012 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)

c.
HART Commuter Information Services

CORRES-

d.
Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution re:  Designating 
PONDENCE

“Through Streets” and “Stop” Intersections Effecting County Rout 579 in the 
(Con’t)


Townships of Alexandria, Bethlehem, Franklin, Raritan, Union and West Amwell and the Borough of Bloomsbury

e.
NJ Department of Transportation re:  The Acceptance of Applications for the 2012 Transportation Enhancement Program

f.
NJ Transit Public Hearing Notice


g.
Borough of Califon Resolution re:  Municipal Enlistment in the Military Initiative and Calling for the Restoration of Energy Taxes to Municipalities

h.
Comcast Information 

i.
City of Lambertville Resolution re:  Requesting the Governor and Legislature Amend OPRA so that Citizens’ Home Addresses, Phone Numbers and Email Addresses are exempted from Disclosure
j.
NJ DCA News

Comments:

Mayor Elbert said that a letter was received from Greg Nolan, Superintendent of Flemington-Raritan Schools regarding the agreement reached with the Township about the payment schedule to the schools.  He thanked Adm. Pietrefesa, Business Administrator Stephanie Hope and Liaison Comm. Antosiewicz for working together.  

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:
1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
May 1, 2012








May 15, 2012



2)
Budget Meeting Minutes:
May 1, 2012

Resolutions:

Resolution #12-98 –  Denial of Reduction of Performance Guarantee to


           Immaculate Friesz for Equestrian Meadows,



           Block 43, Lot 5

CONSENT
Resolution #12-99 –  Return of Community Garden Fee to Theresa and

AGENDA



           Frank Cleary in the Amount of $30.00

(Con’t)
Resolution #12-100 - Tax Refunds
Resolution #12-101 – Denial of Release of Cash Performance Guarantee to



CWH Properties, Block 16.01, Lot 16.06

Resolution #12-102 – Refund of Developer’s Escrow and Application Fees




in the Amount of $900.00 to Jennifer and Shawn Holden

Resolution #12-103 – Award of Bid for Cleaning Services

Resolution #12-105 – Refund for a Zoning Permit Fee to Robin and Lisa Adams

Resolution #12-106 – Amending the Health Insurance Waiver Policy
Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Mangin.
Roll Call Vote: 
Antosiewicz – yes



Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
OF THE

No one appeared.
FLOOR:  
Comments:

Comm. King commented on Chapter 6.02 – Animals Running at Large.  The Code refers to any livestock that breaks loose from the farm and strays on the roads and other people’s property.  The Township has the right to fine those individuals responsible for that.  He felt that this law was not necessary.  He would like to see the ordinance repealed.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this law also pertains to dogs and cats.  He did not think that there has been any enforcement of this law.  The ordinance was adopted because, in the past, there was an entity where the livestock was continually breaking away from the farm.  Clerk Sollena will distribute the document to the Committee for their review and discussion at the next meeting.  
ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.
MENT:


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.
Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at:
8:35 a.m.
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