		Township Committee Minutes
		June 17, 2014


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on June 17, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at   7:03 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Karen Gilbert.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

	***	Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, questioned the bill for the Reforestation Grant at Blackwell Park and Walnut Brook Preserve.  She felt the bill was a little high at $40 for a 2 ½ inch tree.  

	Eng. Hajjar said that the money was for trees that are 2 ½ inches in diameter.

	***	Mrs. Sachau wanted to know if the purchase of the Snyder Farm was a joint purchase with other organizations.  

		Mayor O’ Brien said that the resolution is to request the County to reallocate money from its open space fund to reimburse Raritan Township.  The money has not yet
		been received.

***	Mrs. Sachau asked that when there are multiple purchasers of land, which                                               name goes on the deed as owning the land and who would be the manager of the land.


PUBLIC	Comm. Elbert said that the Snyder Farm is in farmland preservation and will remain
COMMENT	as a farm.  Raritan Township contributed 20% towards the preservation costs.
(Con’t)	Attorney Cruz explained that farmland assessment is when five or more acres of the
	property is used for farming purposes.  Farmland preservation means the development
	rights are stripped and homes cannot be built on the land in perpetuity.  It can be sold 
	in the future by the farmer but only as a farm. 

FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  1,277,313.47
ISSUES
		Mayor O’Brien mentioned that $320,000 is for payroll, $300,000 for health care costs and $300,000 is related to insurance costs.  Comm. Mangin asked about Check #24389 to Dave’s Collision.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is for a repair that is covered 100% by the insurance company.  Comm. Gilbert asked about Check #3554 to Schifano Construction Corporation.  Mayor O’Brien said that this was for the work that was done on Old Croton Road.  Mayor O’Brien asked about Check #24416 to Michelle Cavalchire in the amount of $316.26 for Green Fair.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was for supplies for the Green Fair Event which is part of the Environmental Commission budget.  Comm. Gilbert asked about Check #24411 to Jesco, Inc. for parts.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is for the Public Works Department.  

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 
	Payment of Bills as Listed for the Fire Company:	$10,090.00

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bills for the Fire Company.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – recuse
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

   Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel – Comm. O’Brien thanked the
   Public Works Department for the great job they did cleaning the front of the
 Municipal Building.  There are two budget items coming up later in the meeting. 
 One is related to the fire truck and one is for the purchasing of asphalt.  He had the
 opportunity to speak with the 3rd Graders from Robert Hunter School.  It was great. 
 He received a letter from the residents of Meadow Lane with regard to the run off 
 and flooding.  He forwarded the letter to Eng. Hajjar.  Mayor O’Brien will speak at
 the JP Case Graduation Ceremony on Friday.  Mr. Harper will be starting at Public
 Works in Vehicle Maintenance on June 23, 2014.  All five intern positions were 
 filled at Public Works.  

Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development – Comm. Mangin said that the RTMUA is considering a change in their auditor and may seek the services of the either the Township Auditor and several others.  A company from New York is still interested in the Beemis property.  They are attempting to negotiate a grant with the State of New Jersey.  They plan to raise the roof to 65 feet which would be no problem for the I-2 Zone.  There was another meeting with a developer who is looking to purchase five properties off of Royal Road in the Industrial Zone for a recycling center.

Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians
Committee – The Board of Health meeting will be held on Thursday.  A letter was submitted to the State for recertification.  Comm. Mangin said that the Local Historians need help from the Fire Company to place a sign on one of the historical buildings.

Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
Parks & Recreation – Comm. Gilbert asked Sup’t Struening about the erosion at the bridge at Mine Brook Park.  Sup’t Struening said that it was already repaired.  She asked if the sidewalks could be extended into Flemington Borough.  Eng. Hajjar said that the sidewalk will go from the Jewish Community Center behind the Police Station all the way to Mine Brook Park.  There are connections between the Farmer’s Market and the Township’s proposed trail.  

Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality – Comm. Elbert said he attended the Freeholder meeting and two resolutions were approved that will benefit Raritan Township.  One resolution approved the Cooperative Assistance Grant Application with the New Jersey Conservation Foundation and one resolution approved a Non Profit Grant Application.  Both were the #1 recommended projects from the County Open Space Advisory Committee and both are moving funds towards the Kanagus acquisition which is a 45-acre piece that the Township has 


REPORTS:	been considering puchasing.  He would like to see this project move forward.  The NJ
(Con’t)																	            Water Company has agreed to pay the soft costs associated with this project.  He felt
that this would be a win for the Township.  Mayor O’Brien said that two police 
officers are out at this time; Officer Hammond hurt her knee and Officer Sakowsky 
broke two fingers.  Best wishes went out to the two officers.   
		
	UNFINISHED	 ENERGY AGGREGATION CONSULTANT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the
BUSINESS	 Requests for Proposals were sent out.  This matter will be on the July 15, 2014 Agenda for the award of contract.

		LOSAP AWARD – Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is a resolution for the consideration of the Township Committee to increase the amounts earned for LOSAP Program.  Mayor O’Brien said that LOSAP has not been increased in the last 15 years.  The current award is $1,100.00.  This matter will be placed on the 
		July 15, 2014 Agenda.

		TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES GRANT APPLICATION FOR STREETSCAPE ENHANCEMENT PROJECT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Eng. Hajjar has prepared the grant application and must be applied for via a resolution.  In addition, there is a requirement that the Township commit to maintaining the sidewalks for life.  This grant will be for the sidewalk all the way to Mine Brook Park.  The Township will be responsible for any and all maintenance, even though part of the sidewalk may sit on someone else’s property.  Eng. Hajjar said that the request will be for approximately $400,000.  The pedestrian signal will have to be upgraded.  

		FINANCE COMMITTEE – Mayor O’Brien said that the Township had a Finance Committee in place about two years ago.  The duties of the Finance Committee were to review the budget process and provide recommendations to the Committee.  The Committee was comprised of two (2) members from the public, two (2) members from the Township Committee and the Administrator.  He asked for nominations at the next meeting.  This matter was tabled until the meeting of July 15, 2014.  Mayor O’Brien also asked for print outs of the budget to date.  This matter was also carried to the meeting of July 15, 2014.

NEW 	LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL – DALLAS GROUP (INACTIVE)	
BUSINESS	Clerk Sollena said that this is an inactive liquor license that was renewed.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
	






NEW	BLOCK PARTY REQUEST RE:  RED ROBIN WAY – JULY 26TH (RAIN
BUSINESS	DATE JULY 27TH) – Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion approve the Block Party on 
(Con’t)	July 26th from 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

	CHANGE ORDER #1 AND PARTIAL PAYMENT #1 TO FULLERTON
	GROUNDS MAINTENANCE, LLC FOR THE NO NET LOSS GRANT AT
	BLACKWELL PART AND WALNUT BROOK PRESERVE – Eng. Hajjar said 
	that the contract price was reduced $450.00.  The original contract price was $58,140
	and was reduced to $57,690.00.  He requested that a partial payment be made in the
	amount of $47,098.50.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to make a payment in the amount of $47,098.50 to
	Fullerton Grounds Maintenance of Kenvil, New Jersey.  

	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.  

	PUBLIC WORKS COMMENDATION – CENTRAL JERSEY STREAM
	TEAM – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Central Jersey Stream Team has sent a
	Certificate of Appreciation to the Public Works Department.  Sup’t Struening said
	that the cleanup consisted of tires, bottles, trash and even a broken ATM machine.  







NEW	 EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FOR ASPHALT FOR ROADS – Adm.
BUSINESS 	 Pietrefesa said that, under the budget rules, the Township can do an emergency
(Con’t) 	 appropriation after the budget is adopted.  If approved by the Division of Local
	Government Services, two certified copies of the resolution will be submitted to the
	DLGS along with a certification prepared by Adm. Pietrefesa.  The amount of
	$20,000 is needed for asphalt to fix pot holes and catch basins.  The money will be
	raised in next year’s budget.  Sup’t Struening said that there are 69 roads to visit
	every one to two weeks.  Along with that, there are catch basins to repair.  At this
	time, there are about 50 inlets to repair and each takes a minimum of three tons of asphalt.  Twelve inlets have been repaired to date.  Sup’t Struening explained that this past brutal winter contributed to many pot holes in the Township.  Also when hot asphalt could not be purchased, the Township had to purchase cold patch at $140.00 per ton as opposed to hot asphalt which is $60 per ton.  

	Mayor O’Brien said he would like to find a way to offset the $20,000 now rather than having to make it up in the 2015 budget.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that budget transfers cannot be made until November. Mayor O’Brien said that perhaps the Township could defer the new hires for Public Works and the Supervisor of Accounts one month or two to offset the $20,000.  Also, the newsletter may be deferred.  Clerk Sollena said that the newsletter is time sensitive because of the advertisement for the well testing program.  Sup’t Struening said that the two positions have not been filled yet.  The start date was supposed to be in May and he can defer the hire date until mid-July which would help offset the money spent for the asphalt.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.      

	COUNTY OPEN SPACE FUNDS APPLICATION RE:  SNYDER FARM 
	Mayor O’Brien said that is an application to reallocate open space money to the
	Township based on the open space funds paid to the County.  The price for the 
	Snyder Farm was $148,000.  Mayor O’Brien said that the purchase of the Snyder
	Farm will set the open space program to run in a deficit in two years.  A resolution for
	the application to apply for the funds was adopted later in the meeting.  The open
	space tax will expire at the end of 2016, however, it can be renewed.  Comm. Elbert
	said that the County gives each Township 10% of the money that is collection from
	the open space tax.     

ORDINANCES:			ORDINANCE #14-07

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PURCHASE OF A FIRE TRUCK IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $945,000 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $900,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF


[bookmark: _GoBack]
ORDINANCES:	Comm. Mangin recused himself from the discussion and the vote because he is a
member of the Raritan Township Fire Company.

The Public Hearing for Bond Ordinance #14-07 was held at the meeting of
 June 4, 2014

Adm. Pietrefesa said that he confirmed with the Township Auditor that if and when the Township sells the existing fire trucks that are parked at the Department of Public Works, the proceeds must be used towards any debt service still remaining on any bonds that were issued to finance the purchase of those items previously.  If there are no outstanding bonds, the funds can be designated for some other use or the funds would go into surplus.  The trucks could be sold at a public auction or through electronic bids. 

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance #14-07 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

				ORDINANCE #14-08

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY A BARGAINING AGREEMENT AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF

Comm. Antosiewicz said that several years ago, the Administrator and Chief Financial Officer titles were listed separately.  This is not indicated in Ordinance #14-08.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the last ordinance that was adopted listed the Administrator and Chief Financial Officer as being together.  Attorney Cruz said that that separating these two titles would be a substantive change.  He said that the Township could amend the ordinance at this time, make the changes and republish the ordinance.  Or, the Township could adopt Ordinance #14-08 and amend the ordinance with the breakdown at the next meeting.  In this fashion, the salaries are not held up because, accompanying this ordinance, is a salary resolution that sets the actual salaries.  



ORDINANCES:	Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.
(Con’t)
Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #14-08 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE	Seminar:  Five years of Economic Recovery:  Where are we and Where are we Going; League Mini Conference to Address state and Municipal Credit Rating Issues;  Annual Conference Hotel Reservations Letter; Michael A. Pane Award; COAH Seminar on July 15, 2014;  Draft Ordinance Mandating Direct Deposit Pursuant to P.L. 2013 c. 28; Interest Arbitration – Week 9 Update: Unauthorized Hotel Reservation Services; Mayors Advisory; “A Review of the New COAH Regulations Webinar:”; Homeland Security Active Shooter Workshop Registration Request; Economic Recovery Seminar; Telecommunications Business Personal Property Tax Survey; New Jersey 350th Birthday Celebration – June 22 – 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. – State Capital Complex; “An Energy Primer for New Jersey Municipalities; 

b.	HART Annual Meeting & Awards Breakfast – June 24, 2014 – Comm. Mangin said he could not attend this meeting.  Comm. Antosiewicz said he will attend.

c.	Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolutions:
		1)	No Stopping or Standing – County Route 652 (Gauntt Place)
		2)	Fixed Weight Limit – County Bridge RQ-179 (Stanton Station)

d.	Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce – June, 2014 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)

e.	NJ Department of Transportation re:  Denial of Grant for Dory Dilts Road, Section II

f.	JCP&L Completes Inspections and Projects Prior to Summer Season re:  Enhance Customer Service Reliability)
	
NON-CONSENT AGENDA:

Township Committee Meeting Minutes:

May 6, 2014
(Present were:  Elbert, Gilbert, Mangin, O’Brien
	
Minutes of May 6, 2014 were tabled.

Executive Meeting Minutes:	

May 6, 2014
(Present were: Elbert, Gilbert, Mangin, O’Brien)

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Executive Minutes of May 6, 2014.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

	June 4, 2014
	(Present were: Antosiewicz, Gilbert, Mangin, O’Brien)

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Executive Minutes of June 4, 2014.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.
		
	Resolutions:

	Resolution #14-94 –  Approval to Submit a Grant Application and 
				Execute a Grant Contract with New Jersey 
				Department of Transportation for the Pedestrian 
				and Streetscape Enhancement Project
Resolutions:

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-94.

	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-95 – Non Union Salaries

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-95.

	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
   Mayor O’Brien said that the positions of Administrator and                            
  Chief Financial Officer will be kept separate even though the                  
  both positions are currently filled by one person.

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-97 – Maintenance Commitment for Pedestrian and Streetscape
			           Enhancement Project 

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-97.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.
	Resolutions:

	Resolution #14-99  -  	Emergency Appropriation for Asphalt for Roads 
	
Attorney Cruz said that Resolution #14-99 needs four (4) affirmative votes for adoption.

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-99.

	Motion was made by Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes
     Mayor O’Brien was concerned with the Township spending                                         
    $20,000 and having to include it in the 2015 budget.  He  
   would like to find a way to place the money back.
  
Resolution #14-100 – Authorization to Increase the LOSAP (Length of Service
                                    Awards Program

Resolution #14-100 was tabled until the next meeting.

      CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
        AGENDA		Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	

Township Committee Minutes:	May 20, 2014

	Executive Meeting Minutes:		April 15, 2014 
May 20, 2014
						
Resolutions:

 Resolution #14-93 – Liquor License Renewal for the Dallas Group (Inactive)

Resolution #14-96 – Change Order #1 and Partial Payment #1 to Fullerton
			           Grounds Maintenance, LLC for the No Net Loss Grant
			           For Blackwell Park and Walnut Brook Preserve

CONSENT AGENDA								

Resolution #14-98 – Authorizing Mayor and Township Clerk to Execute a
			          Redevelopment Agreement by and Between the Township
			          Of Raritan and Raritan Junction, LLC

Resolution #14-101 – County Open Space Funds Application – Snyder Farm

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR (Anyone may address the Committee on any issue 
for three (3) minutes.  

***	Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that she wrote to NJ DOT regarding the high grass around the Dvoor Circle.  This has become a safety issue.  She asked the Committee if they could help.

	Comm. Mangin said he would look into this matter.

***	Lou Reiner, 445 Route 12, asked about the $275,000 short fall the Committee encountered in 2012 that carried into 2013.  He thought that it was for taxes that were not collected.

Mayor O’Brien said that the Township incurred a $275,000 deficit in the 2012 budget.  One of the largest tax payers in the Township had not paid their 2012 taxes in time for it to be included in the 2012 budget.   The funds were received in 2013 but it caused an operating short fall in the 2013 budget.  









ADJOURNMENT	

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.
	
Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Vote:	5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:		8:35 p.m.




 
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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