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The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on June 3, 2015 

at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey  

 

 MEETING Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  

CALLED 

 

ROLL CALL The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Karen Gilbert, 

Comm. Michael Mangin, Comm. Richard Chen and Comm. Louis Reiner.  Also 

present was Adm. Jerry Giaimis and Labor Attorney Richard Flaum.            

 

MEETING Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the 

ADVERTISED  Open Public Meetings Act in the January 15, 2015 issue of the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.       

 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

 Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to 

remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women 

serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas 

Around the World.    

 

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue  

COMMENT shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted  

                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted  

                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

 

  No one from the public commented. 

 

 PROCLAMATION – Open Space Sign Design Contest Winner – Eva Stanford 

 

  Comm. Gilbert said that there are various open space signs in Raritan Township, 

however, they are not eye catching.  The Open Space Committee wanted to bring 

awareness to the parcels of open space.  They conducted a sign design contest among 

7th & 8th grade students.  Twenty designs were submitted and the field was narrowed 

down to three.  The winner was Eva Stanford.  Comm. Gilbert appreciated all who 

participated in the contest.  Mayor O’Brien read a proclamation to honor Eva 

Stanford. 

 

 FIRE CHIEF STEVEN WETTER 

 

 Fire Chief Wetter was not present 
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FINANCIAL Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township: $  8,203,047.39 
ISSUES 

  Mayor O’Brien said that there are many taxes being paid to Hunterdon County for  

County Taxes, Open Space, Library and also a payment in the amount of $3.6 million 

to the Board of Education.   

 

 Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List. 

    

 Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 

 

 Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

    Gilbert – yes 

    Mangin – yes 

    Reiner – yes 

    O’Brien – yes  

     

 Motion carried. 

  

 Payment of Bills as Listed for the Fire Company $   67,645.00 
  

 Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company. 

 

 Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen. 

 

 Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

    Gilbert – yes 

    Mangin – recuse 

    Reiner – yes 

    O’Brien – yes 

 

 Motion carried. 

 

 

REPORTS LIAISON REPORTS 

 

Karen Gilbert –     Joint Parks & Recreation, Open Space, Public Works 

Comm. Gilbert said that on June 6th there will be a Senior Luncheon at 

Hunterdon Central High School.  Mayor O’Brien will attend.  There will also 

be a Trail Run on Saturday, June 6th at Mine Brook and Morales Parks in 

honor of National Trail Day.  The fireworks display will return to the 

Intermediate School on July 3rd.  One of the issues that was brought to Comm. 

Gilbert’s attention was about the field maintenance at Mine Brook Park.   
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REPORTS: There is a softball field and a soccer field.  An ordinance was adopted several  

(Con’t) years ago prohibiting the use of herbicides in Mine Brook Park.  This came  

about because of several residents objecting to the use of herbicides.  

Herbicides are used at Lenape Park.  Superintendent Don Hutchins said that 

there is the need for herbicides to treat the fields.  He will lose the fields if 

they are not treated.  She would like to investigate the matter and report back 

to the Committee.  The electronic recycling program is moving forward.  

Superintendent Hutchins received a revised contract from the vendor and there 

will be a resolution listed on the meeting of June 16, 2015.  There is no cost to 

the Township.  Superintendent Hutchins is coordinating with the County 

about installing a parking lot at the Urbach Farm.   

 

Michael Mangin – Planning Board, RTMUA, Board of Health – Comm. 

Mangin said there is no report from the Planning Board.  He will distribute a 

list of approved projects and a list of up and coming projects to the 

Committee.  He mentioned that he and Comm. Gilbert attended a meeting of 

the RTMUA.  Resolution 2015-29 approved an agreement for sewer capacity 

for Junction Road Associates, LLC which is the Ingerman property.  The 

Planning Board granted the Ingerman Group preliminary site plan approval.  

At the RTMUA meeting, there was discussion about the Hunterdon Central 

High School sewer line.  The sewer line goes right through the center of the 

football field.  This sewer line was installed in the 1940’s when it was a corn 

field.  There are currently leaks in several places.  The estimated cost is 

$350,000 to replace the line plus $65,000 to remove and reinstall the visitor 

bleachers.  The members of the RTMUA feel that the sewer line was damaged 

by the high school and the high school should be responsible for the repairs.   

Representatives of the high school said that they can lend the RTMUA the 

funds necessary to repair the line, however, the high school will not be 

responsible to make the repairs.  The Board of Health did not meet last month.    

 

Richard Chen –     Public Safety, Finance – Comm. Chen said that title will be 

turned over to the Flemington-Raritan First Aid and Rescue Squad for the 

ambulance.  The Rescue Squad will fix the chassis and the ambulance will be 

up and running in four to six months and fully operational for ten years. 

 

Comm. Mangin mentioned that Risa Hines, past Chief of Raritan Township 

Fire Company suffered a massive stroke.  She was operated on and is on the 

road to recovery.   

 

Louis Reiner –       Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon Central High 

School, Environmental Commission, Local Historians Committee – Comm. 

Reiner said that there is no report on the Environmental Commission.  He 

mentioned that the historian’s bus trip to Bethlehem, PA was fantastic. No 

report on the schools  



  Township Committee Meeting Minutes 

  June 3, 2015 

 

 4 

REPORTS: Craig O’Brien –    Administration, Personnel – Mayor O’Brien said that Tax  

 Collector Sharon Brown has returned from medical leave.  He asked Clerk  

 Sollena about pet licensing.  Clerk Sollena said that there are still 998   

unregistered pets.  The Boy Scouts of America will honor Christopher Phelan, 

President of the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad, on June 16, 2015.  There 

is also a resolution listed for adoption appointing William Pandos as Chief 

Financial Officer.  Hunterdon County Community Day will be held on 

Saturday, June 13, 2015.  The Middle School will hold its graduation on June 

19, 2015.  There will be a ceremony to honor POW’s and MIA’s on the steps 

of the Historic Court House on June 12, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.  The Rolling 

Thunder motorcycle group helped set up the ceremony.  There will also be a 

ribbon cutting at the Hunterdon Medical Center to dedicate the cardiac wing.  

It will be held on June 12, 2015 at 4:00 p.m.  Mayor O’Brien also mentioned 

that he and Comm. Gilbert had the opportunity to speak at the high school to 

government students.  Two weeks ago, there was a ribbon cutting ceremony 

held on Foster Lane for a new conference center.   

   

 UNFINISHED  FORECLOSED AND ABANDONED PROPERTY ORDINANCES – Adm. 

BUSINESS  Giaimis said that several ordinances were introduced later in the meeting. 

 

 NEW  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT: 

BUSINESS  

 Hunterdon County Trucks – Adm. Giaimis said that the Hunterdon County used 

 trucks are no longer available.  Hunterdon County decided to sell them to Hopewell 

 because they lost their trucks in a fire.  The bidding will still go forwarded.   

 

  Community Garden Fence – Adm. Giaimis said that a grant was received in the 

amount of $500.00 from Home Depot.  There is an additional $1,000 that is needed.  

The additional funds can come from the Clean Communities Grant.    

 

  Seasonal Employees  - Adm. Giaimis said that the Committee will be asked to approve 

one more seasonal employee.  There is no extra cost to the Township because the 

money has already been allocated.  It was the consensus of the Committee to approve 

the hiring of one extra employee. 

 

                  REFUND OF PERC WITNESS FEE OF $400.00 TO GREGORY WEIGLE – 

Adm. Giaimis said that this is a refund of a perc witness fee.  The project was 

cancelled and will not be rescheduled. A resolution was adopted later in the meeting. 
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ORDINANCES:   ORDINANCE #15-03 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5.20, JUNKYARDS, SECTION 

5.20.030, APPLICATION FOR LICENSE, OF THE REVISED GENERAL 

ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, TO DELETE THE 

REQUIREMENT OF PERSONAL NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS 

WITHIN ONE THOUSAND (1,000) FEET OF THE PROPERTY LINES OF 

A JUNKYARD APPLYING FOR A LICENSE. 

 

  Adm. Giaimis said that this is the seconded reading of the junk yard ordinance to 

eliminate the need to inform residents within 1,000 feet when the junk yard applies 

for renewal of the license.  This junk yard has been in existence for many, many years 

and no complaints have been received.  The junk yard will still have to place a legal 

ad in the newspaper on two occasions.  Adm. Giaimis said that Lentini is the only 

junk yard in the Township.     

 

  Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared. 

 

  Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance 

#15-03 on final consideration, same to be published according to law. 

 

 Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen. 

 

 Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

    Gilbert – yes 

    Mangin – yes 

    Reiner – yes 

    O’Brien – yes 

 

 Motion carried. 

 

  ORDINANCE #15-04 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF 

HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING ORDINANCE #15-

01 ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES 

NOT COVERED BY A BARGAINING AGREEMENT AND PROVIDING 

FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF, SPECIFICALLY TO DELETE 

THE “MILEAGE AND CAR ALLOWANCE” FOR THE CHIEF 

FINANCIAL OFFICER. 
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ORDINANCES: Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #15-04 on first 

(Con’t)              consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and  

a vote scheduled for the meeting of July 21, 2015 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which 

time all interested persons will be heard. 

 

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

   ORDINANCE #15-05 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AMENDING 

TITLE 15, TITLED “BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION” OF THE 

REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

RARITAN TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER 15.06, TITLED 

"REGISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE OF PROPERTIES PENDING 

FORECLOSURE." 

 

Adm. Giaimis said that several changes were made including adding the language of  

“pending foreclosure”.  Some of the language was changed to be consistent with the 

State Statute.   The property owner or bank would be subject to the same punishment.  

The Township is entitled to do the repairs to the property and then charge the bank or  

owner of the property.  The Zoning Officer would be the one responsible for issuing 

the enforcement at a maximum fine of $2,500 per day after a specified period of time.  

The fine would depend on the severity of the situation. 
 

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #15-05 on first 

consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote 

scheduled for the meeting of July 21, 2015 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal 

Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested 

persons will be heard. 
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ORDINANCES: Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin. 

(Con’t) 
Roll Call Vote:  Chen – yes 

Gilbert – yes 

Mangin – yes 

Reiner – yes 

O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

   ORDINANCE NO. #15-06 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AMENDING TITLE 15, 

TITLED “BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION” OF THE REVISED GENERAL 

ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN TO ADD A NEW 

CHAPTER 15.07, TITLED "VACANT PROPERTIES" ESTABLISHING 

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS, REGISTRATION FEES, INSPECTION 

AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR VACANT OR ABANDONED 

STRUCTURES. 

 

Adm. Giaimis said that this ordinance addresses unmaintained properties.  The 

owner must register with the Municipal Clerk.  If ownership is changed, the filing 

must be done within thirty days.  The property owner or bank will have to provide 

detailed contact information so the officials can contact people when necessary.  If 

the property becomes usable, plans must be submitted for approval.  The registration 

fee is $50 or $250 if the owner fails to register within six months.   

 

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #15-06 on first 

consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote 

scheduled for the meeting of July 21, 2015 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal 

Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested 

persons will be heard. 

 

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

Gilbert – yes 

Mangin – yes 

Reiner – yes 

O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 
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ORDINANCES:    ORDINANCE NO. #15-07 

(Con’t) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AMENDING 

CHAPTER 15.08, TITLED “HOUSING CODE”, OF THE REVISED 

GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN TO 

CHANGE THE ENFORCING AUTHORITY FROM THE BUILDING 

INSPECTOR AND SANITARY INSPECTOR TO THE ZONING OFFICER. 

 

Adm. Giaimis said that Ordinance #15-07 and #15-08 are exactly the same.  

The ordinance identifies the Zoning Official as the enforcer.  Ordinance  

#15-08 identifies the Zoning Officer or designee as an enforcer for swimming 

pools and will no longer be enforced by the Building Department or the Police 

Department.   

 

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #15-07 on first 

consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote 

scheduled for the meeting of July 21, 2015 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal 

Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested 

persons will be heard. 

 

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. #15-08 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AMENDING 

CHAPTER 15.16, TITLED “SWIMMING POOLS”, OF THE REVISED 

GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN TO 

CHANGE THE ENFORCING AUTHORITY FROM THE BUILDING 

INSPECTOR OR POLICEMEN TO THE ZONING OFFICER. 

 

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #15-08 on first 

consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing 

and a vote scheduled for the meeting of July 21, 2015 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at 

which time all interested persons will be heard. 
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ORDINANCES: Comm. Mangin asked if this ordinance covers in ground and above ground 

(Con’t) swimming pools and also hot tubs or spas.  Attorney Flaum said that this 

ordinance covers any unit that holds water.   

 

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

Gilbert – yes 

Mangin – yes 

Reiner – yes 

O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

CORRES- a. League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office): 

PONDENCE BPU Approves Proposed Stipulation Agreement; Weekly Policy Update; 

Local Aid Infrastructure Fund Program Changes; Seminar Round Up; Local 

Authority Limited as Office of Management and Budget Approves FCC Rules 

Regarding Cell Tower Collocation; BPU Approves Agreement to Remove 

Verizon’s Landline Quality Standards; Local Property Tax Relief Funding 

Unaffected by Updated State Revenue Projection;  

 

Mayor O’Brien said that population of Raritan Township is 22,061.  A 

drop of 124 people in the last five years.  Raritan Township still 

remains, over the last thirty-five years, the fastest growing township in 

Hunterdon County and also the fastest growing in rateables.  One out 

of every three people who has moved into Hunterdon County in the 

last thirty-five years, has moved into Raritan Township.      

 

Comm. Gilbert remarked on the Local Aid Infrastructure Fund 

Program Changes.  She said that NJ DOT will no longer accept paper 

applications.  She said that Engineer Hajjar has no access to 

electronically send applications for grants.  Adm. Giaimis said he  

provided all the information necessary to the engineer. 

 

b. Hunterdon County Community Day – Saturday, June 13, 2015 – 

Comm. Mangin said that the Fire Company and the Rescue Squad will 

be at Community Day. Comm. Gilbert said she would have liked to 

have more notice in order to plan accordingly.     

 

c. NJ Wild Outdoor Expo – September 12th & 13th  

 

d. Township of Kingwood Resolution Establishing Mount Laurel 

Subcommittee to Assist Addressing Affordable Housing Issues 
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      CONSENT All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the 

        AGENDA  Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.                

  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item    

    will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

Minutes:  
  

Township Committee Minutes: April 21, 2015 

     May 5, 2015 

Special Meeting Minutes:   

Executive Session Minutes:  March 24, 2015 

     April 7, 2015  

    Resolutions: 
 

Resolution #15-124 – Tax Refunds 

 

Resolution #15-125 – Refund of a Perc Witness Fee in the Amount of 

  $400.00 to Gregory Weigle 

 

Resolution #15-126 – Authorizing the Appointment of William B. Pandos 

  as Chief Financial Officer With a Hire Date of 

  June 8, 2015 

 

Resolution #15-129 – Chapter 159 – Clean Communities Grant –  

  $63,341.25 

 

Resolution #15-130 – Cancellation of Uncollected Taxes Due to 100% 

  Disabled Veteran – Edwin Slomka 

 

Resolution #15-131 – Authorizing the Use of Competitive Contracting 

  for the Procurement of Public Works Asset 

Management Software Pursuant to N.J.S.A.  

40A:11-4.3 

 

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda 

 

  Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen.  

    

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

     Gilbert - yes 

     Mangin – yes 

     Reiner – yes 

     O’Brien – yes 

 

  Motion carried. 
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Regarding Resolution #15-129 – Chapter 159 – Clean Communities Grant in the                   

Amount of $63,341.25, Adm. Giaimis said that this is the most money received to 

date. 

  

PRIVILEGE   Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes 

OF THE 

FLOOR  No one from the public was present.     

 

  Resolution #15-128 - CLOSED SESSION: 

    Personnel – Plumbing Sub Code Official; 

Litigation – Elaine Yeske vs. Township of Raritan 

 

Resolution #15-128 was not needed.  All items were discuss at the Special Meeting.  

 

ADJOURN- O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

MENT 

 Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Chen. 

 

 Vote:  5 – 0 motion carried. 

 

 Meeting adjourned at:  7:59 p.m.   

      

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

      Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC 

      Township Clerk 
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