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The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on March 3, 2015, 

at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey  

 

 MEETING Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at 7:20 p.m.  

CALLED 

 

ROLL CALL The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Karen Gilbert, 

Comm. Michael Mangin, Comm. Richard Chen and Comm. Louis Reiner.  Also 

present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.          

 

MEETING Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the 

ADVERTISED  Open Public Meetings Act in the January 15, 2015 issue of the Hunterdon County 

Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.       

 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

 Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to 

remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women 

serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas 

Around the World.    

 

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue  

COMMENT shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted  

                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted  

                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

 

FINANCIAL Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township: $  4,283,359.82 
ISSUES 

 Adm. Pietrefesa said that $3.5 million was paid for County taxes.  Mayor O’Brien  

 asked about Gov Office.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the company that runs the 

 web site.  It is also known as Avenet.    

 

 Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List. 

  

  Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Chen. 

 

 Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

    Gilbert – yes 

    Mangin – yes 

    Reiner – yes 

    O’Brien – yes  

     

 Motion carried. 
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FINANCIAL Snow Reports 

ISSUES 

(Con’t) February 9th, February 10th, February 14th, February 15th, February 17th,  

 February 21st and February 22, 2015 

 

 TEMPORARY BUDGET ADDITIONS 

 

 Resolution #15-64 – Temporary Budget Amendment 

 

 Adm. Pietrefesa said that the total cost of snow removal to date is $369,435.46. 

 He said that Don Hutchins had to place two orders last week for additional salt.  

There is a need for an additional $31,000 for snow removal.  All accounts are 

depleted.  He estimated that, in addition to $31,000, one hour of overtime costs over 

$1,100.  Another storm is anticipated for this Thursday.  The original Temporary 

Budget was only going to take the Township through March 31, 2015.  He anticipated 

that the snow budget will need, at a minimum, $68,000.  Adm. Pietrefesa said there is  

additional funding that is needed to take the Township past March 31, 2015 especially 

for the retirement system.  Those funds are due on or before April 1, 2015 or the 

Township accrues 10% interest.  Also there is money set aside for the Raritan Estates 

Walking Trail repairs.   

 

 Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-64. 

 

 Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin. 

 

 Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

    Gilbert – yes 

    Mangin – yes 

    Reiner – yes 

    O’Brien – yes 

 

 Motion carried. 

 

 Resolution #15-68 – Budget Transfers (If Needed) 

 

 Adm. Pietrefesa said that Resolution #15-68 contains a total of $91,800 to be 

transferred into the Snow Trust Reserve from various departments. 

 

 Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-68 as amended. 

 

 Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin. 
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FINANCIAL Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

ISSUES    Gilbert – yes 

(Con’t)    Mangin – yes 

    Reiner – yes 

    O’Brien – yes 

 

 Motion carried. 

 

REPORTS LIAISON REPORTS 

 

Karen Gilbert –     Joint Parks & Recreation, Open Space, Public Works 

Michael Mangin – Planning Board, RTMUA, Board of Health 

Richard Chen –     Public Safety, Finance  

Louis Reiner –       Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon Central High  

                               School, Environmental Commission, Historians  

         Committee 

Craig O’Brien –    Administration, Personnel  

 

  The Liaison Reports were tabled. 

 

 UNFINISHED PROPERTY MAINTENANCE – Mayor O’Brien said that this matter  

BUSINESS has been tabled. 

 

  AWARD OF DUMP TRUCK BID – Don Hutchins, Superintendent of Public 

Works, recommended that the contract for one (1) 2016 Freightliner Model 1085D 

Cab and Chasis be awarded to Campbell Freightliner, LLC in the amount of 

$164,877.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting. 

 

  APPOINTMENT TO THE RTMUA (RARITAN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL 

UTILITIES AUTHORITY) – Mayor O’Brien said that this is for the appointment of 

Lori Buza to the RTMUA.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Resolution #15-70 should be 

changed to reflect an unexpired term from March 3, 2015 to January 31, 2020.  

Comm. Gilbert said that she spoke with Ms. Buza and she was very impressed and 

felt that she will do a good job.  She also mentioned that she is an attorney who has 

experience working for municipalities.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting. 

 

 NEW  SANITARY SEWER FORCED MAIN RE:  BLOCK 16.01, LOT 37.03 

BUSINESS JEFFREY COLUCCI (INFORMATIONAL) – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is for 

the Committee’s information.  Attorney Cruz said that there is a conservation 

easement on this property.  The area in which the easement is imposed is not being 

impacted at all.  It is an underground boring to install the sewer pipe.  Attorney Cruz 

said that no action is necessary by the Township Committee.    
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NEW REFUND OF IN LIEU OF ROAD BOND TO BRUCE AND CLAUDIA 

BUSINESS GRAY IN THE AMOUNT OF $12,600 PLUS ANY ACCRUED INTEREST  

(Con’t) FOR HINKLEY ROAD – Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is a trust fund set up for In 

Lieu of Road Improvements.  Applicants place money in a trust fund for ten years.  If 

the Township does not upgrade the road, the the applicant can request the funds to be 

released.  Adm. Pietrefesa recommended a release of the funds.  A resolution was 

adopted later in the meeting.   

 

  NJ ANJEC – 2015 OPEN SPACE GRANTS APPLICATION FOR URBACH 

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT – Comm. Gilbert said that there may be a 

possibility of a grant for Open Space.  It is a $1,500 grant to be used to install a kiosk 

and parking area at the Urbach Farm.  Public Works will install and maintain the 

kiosk.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this property was acquired with Green Acres money 

and also funds from other entities.  Approval must be given from Green Acres.  The 

deadline for the submission of the application is April 1, 2015.  It was the consensus 

of the Committee to submit the application.   

 

  MEDICAL AND PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLAN CONTRACT – Adm. 

Pietrefesa said that medical and prescription plan expires on April 1, 2015.  Proposals 

were solicited and only two proposals were received.  The rate quote from Horizon 

was a 1.68% increase for the medical plan and a 5.17% reduction for the drug plan.  

The rate quote from Amerihealth was much higher than Horizon.  He recommended 

that the Township stay with Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield.  A resolution was 

adopted later in the meeting. 

 

  FLEMINGTON-RARITAN GIRLS SOFTBALL LEAGUE RE:  THREE (3) 

ONE-DAY FLEMINGTON FLAMES ROUND ROBIN TOURNAMENT – 

Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Flemington Flames are required to present an insurance 

certificate to the Township.  The Committee was in favor of the tournaments be held. 

 

CORRES- a. League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office): 

 PONDENCE             Police Car Camera Mandate Effective March 1st; “Budget, Ethics and  

Procurement Updates”; The Right to Farm Act and Resolving Agriculture 

Related Disputes in New Jersey – March 4, 2015; Everything You Need to 

Know to Create, Balance and Approve Your Municipality’s Budget; “The 

Heroin Addiction Epidemic:  What it is and How to Address It; Major Policy 

Issues; “Disciplinary Actions in the Public Sector and What Constitutes a 

Hostile Workplace; “Review of Open Public Records Act (OPRA); 

Complementary Visit by New Jersey Hall of Fame; Women in Municipal 

Government Day; Transportation Trust Fund; Read Across America-NJ;  New 

Jersey Statewide Mayoral Summit on Afterschool; Governor Presents Budget 

Proposal and Promotes Pension and Benefit Reforms 

 



  Township Committee Meeting Minutes 

  March 3, 2015 

 

 5 

b. NJ Department of Environmental Protection re:  Eight More 

Charges in DEP Crackdown to Combat Illegal Dumping on 

State Lands 

 

c. NJ DEP re:  Vapor Intrusion Mitigation Plan Dated January 14, 

2015 

 

d. Public Works Department re:  Praise for Snow Plowing on 

Brookview Court – Comm. Gilbert said that Public Works is 

doing a great job on snow plowing.   

 

e. JCP&L re:  Plans to Spend $267 Million in 2015 to Enhance 

Electric System 

 

f. Hunterdon County of Chamber Newsletter (Booklet on File in 

the Clerk’s Office) 

 

NON             a. Resolution #15-65 – Award of Dump Truck Bid 

CONSENT 

AGENDA               Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-65. 

 

 Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

b. Resolution #15-67 – Renewal of Health and Prescription Drug  

                                               Contract with Horizon Effective April 1, 2015  

 

 Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-65. 

 

 Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Chen. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried.  
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      CONSENT All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the 

        AGENDA  Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.                

  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item    

    will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

Minutes:  

 

Township Committee Minutes: January 20, 2015 

    February 3, 2015 

Special Meeting Minutes:  January 20, 2015 

    January 27, 2015 

 

    Resolutions: 

 

Resolution #15-58 – Escrow Refunds 

 

Resolution #15-59 – Tax Refund for 100% Disabled Veteran –  

             Christopher & Mary Soldano  

 

Resolution #15-60 – Tax Refunds to CORELOGIC for 1st Quarter, 2015 

 

Resolution #15-61 – Ratifying the CWA (Communication Workers of 

             America) White Collar Union Contract Extension 

             Through December 31, 2015 

 

Resolution #15-66 – Return of In Lieu of Road Funds to Bruce and 

             Claudia Gray in the Amount of $12,600.00 Plus 

             Any Accrued Interest for Hinkley Road 

 

Resolution #15-69 – Appointment of Deputy Clerk 

 

Resolution #15-70 – Appointment of Commissioner to the RTMUA 

 

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as amended 

with the removal of Resolutions #15-69 and #15-70.   

 

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes 

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 
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Resolution #15-69 – Appointment of Kristi Gano as Deputy Clerk  

            Effective on March 16, 2015 at a Rate of $17.00 Per  

            Hour 

 

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-69 as amended. 

 

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes –  

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien – yes 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Resolution #15-70 – Appointment of Commissioner to the RTMUA of  

            of Lori Buza for an Unexpired Term from  

            March 3, 2015 to December 31, 2020. 

 

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-70 as amended. 

 

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 

 

Roll Call Vote: Chen – yes 

   Gilbert – yes 

   Mangin – yes – There were no other candidates,                                                           

                                                              however, he would have liked to see a  

       a person appointed that had more  

                                     technical skills 

   Reiner – yes 

   O’Brien - yes 
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PRIVILEGE   Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes 

OF THE 

FLOOR   ***  Allan Brewer, One Coppermine Village, Member of the Flemington-Raritan  

                                     School Board, asked about the sewer authority and if there can be                                           

                                           representation from Flemington Borough.  He wanted to know if a person 

                                     could volunteer on the RTMUA.   

 

                           Mayor O’Brien said that the RTMUA consists of five commissioners.  The                                                                  

                               commissioners have to be residents of Raritan Township in order to be appointed to                 

                               the RTMUA.  Flemington Borough is a client of the RTMUA.  He said to check with  

                               Bruce Miller, Administration of the RTMUA for additional information. 

 

                        Resolution #15-63 - CLOSED SESSION: 

             Personnel – Deputy Clerk; Acting Tax Collector; 

            Fire Official; Fire Sub Code Official; 

            Electrical Sub Code Official; 

             Contractual – CWA White collar Union; 

                Health Insurance Renewal; 

             Potential Litigation – Township of Raritan v. 

                 Flemington Mall 

       Township of Raritan v. 

                 Omega Trucking Co., Inc. 

 

 All matters listed in Resolution #15-63 were addressed. 

 

ADJOURN-   Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting 

MENT 

 Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 

  

                        Vote:  5 – 0 motion carried. 

 

 Meeting adjourned at:  8:10 p.m.   

      

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

      Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC 

      Township Clerk 
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