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The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on March 4, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at   7:10 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Karen Gilbert.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

	***	Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that she was upset to see a contract awarded to people that are out of the area.  She requested that whenever possible that the Township contract with local businesses.  She also said that the Washington D.C. Chamber of Commerce spent $50 million on lobbying to allow eleven million immigrants stay in the United States.  This is not good for American workers.    

	Mayor O’Brien said that the project was placed out for public bid and no local 
	businesses responded.  The bid was made available to everyone.		

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to amend the agenda to include the Flemington-
	Raritan First Aid and Rescue Squad







PUBLIC	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.
COMMENT
(Con’t)	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$ 3,879,555.75 
ISSUES
	Mayor O’Brien pointed out that approximately $3.65 million is the money that is due
	to Hunterdon County.

	Comm. Gilbert asked about Check #023887 in the amount of $1,231.57 payable to
	Fiberkraft, Inc. for Criminal Case.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is an office supply
	company for criminal case files.  

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.
			
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert - yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 
	Resolution #14-36 – Temporary Budget Amendment

Adm. Pietrefesa said that the State of New Jersey amended the budget calendar which 
gave municipalities the ability to amend their temporary budget without having to go
through a temporary emergency appropriation process.  This should be done by 
March 14, 2014.  The earliest the 2014 Budget will be adopted is the end of April or 
beginning of May.  The original temporary budget would not last that long for salary
and wages and other items.  He presented a temporary budget that takes the Township
through the month of June, 2014.  The largest item is the retirement system payments
that are due on April 1st. If the State lowers the numbers, the budget will be reduced.  
Mayor O’Brien asked about the $8,000 allotted for snow removal.  Adm. Pietrefesa 
said that there is $40,000 as of February, 2014 and $42,000 was allocated.  There
have been a number of funds expended since that time.  Plus, money from the snow 


FINANCIAL	removal account was also used for salt.  Mayor O’Brien would like to remove $4,000
ISSUES	from the snow removal account.  It was the consensus of the Committee to remove
(Con’t)	$4,000 from the snow removal account.  

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-36 with an amendment to 
reduce the snow removal budget to $4,000.    

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.  

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.
			  

REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

	Mayor O’Brien said that the Liaison Reports were deferred to the next meeting.  The
	Committee agreed.  

 Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel 
Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development 
Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians 
        Committee 
Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
                          Parks & Recreation 
Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality 

		
	UNFINISHED	RIVER ROAD RE:  GREENWAY & CIRCULATION PLAN – Planner Sunyak 
BUSINESS	said that the students from the Rutgers Bloustein School provided a presentation on the Greenway which is essentially focused along the border between Raritan and Readington Townships.  The memo identified Phase I which looked at the area along River Road from Route 202 to the intersection of Case Boulevard, Pennsylvania Avenue and River Road.  The purpose of the Greenway Project is to provide enhanced recreation and access to the river but also recognizing that the area, in some cases, is extremely difficult to get into because there many safety concerns due to high volume trucks.  This idea was identified in the 2008 Master Plan but it has not moved forward.  The area is currently within the O-2 Business Office District which provides for large office developments.  A portion of this area is in the South Branch Historic District.  The land use element of the Master Plan recommends looking at a portion of River Road for re-zoning to encourage recreation and historic uses between 
UNFINISHED	Case Boulevard and Rockafellow’s Mills.  The Master Plan also recommends
BUSINESS	creating a one-way between Rockafellow’s Mills and Case Boulevard, Pennsylvania
(Con’t)	Avenue and River Road so that there could be a pedestrian and bikeway.  

		Eng. Hajjar said that the length of the roadway is about 3,400 feet or .64 miles.  Rockafellow’s Mill Road divides it in half.  The overall condition of the pavement is satisfactory, however, there are now several pot holes due to the snow storms.  The pavement width is approximately 22 feet and the right-of-way width is 33 feet.  The posted speed limit is 35 mph except for the curvature where the advisory speed limit is 10 mph.  Rockafellow’s Mill Road encompasses a one-lane bridge with a weight limit of 15 tons.  River Road was not designed to handle high levels of truck and vehicular traffic.  It currently serves as a bypass for those traveling between Route 202 and Route 31.  He said that the accident history shows that there were ten accidents that were by motorists losing control and colliding with a permanent structure such as guiderails, utility posts or trees on River Road.  Two accidents were caused by deer.  

		Planner Sunyak and Eng. Hajjar gave the following four options for the Greenway Implementation as follows:

		1)       To improve upon the property in which the Township owns which is Block 28, Lot 4 on the north side of River Road adjacent to the South Branch of the Raritan River.  The parcel provides direct access to the river and it is commonly used by fishermen.  Given the size of the property, it may not be suitable for a large amount of parking, but it may be considered as a short term access point.

		2)        To create a one-way road from the Rockafellow’s Mills Road Bridge to Case Boulevard.  The existing conditions could accommodate a 14 foot wide roadway, including a three foot buffer between the road and an eight foot wide greenway for bicycle and pedestrian purposes.

		3)         To create a one-way road configuration along the entire length of River Road from Case Boulevard to Route 202.

		4)         To create two cul-de-sacs, allowing for an open space area along River Road.  While this option might be a possibility in the long term, without acquiring additional lands, there is insufficient roadway width to accommodate this. 

		The Township could also consider putting a weight restriction along River Road between Route 202 and Case Boulevard which will further decrease truck volumes.  According to Hunterdon County data, the truck volume is minimum, approximately 6% of the total volume or approximately 300 vehicles a day.  Rockafellow’s Mill Road has a weight limit of 15 tons.  The pavement is wider on Case Boulevard than River Road and the roadway is designed to handle higher levels of traffic.  

		

UNFINISHED	Planner Sunyak and Eng. Hajjar’s recommendation was that the Township consider a 
BUSINESS	one-way configuration from Case Boulevard to Rockafellow’s Mill Road and a 
(Con’t)	weight restriction.  The amount of traffic using River Road from and to Readington is minimal.  No NJ DOT approval would be necessary for the one-way changes because this change does not impact the existing highway flow.  In addition, the Township should consider creating a greenway overlay zone to encourage recreational uses to complement the greenway efforts.  Planner Sunyak said that the public should be included in the beginning stages of the discussions as well as Readington Township.  Also, if it were to become a one-way configuration, a decision would have to be made on which direction it would be.  

		It was the consensus of the Committee to review the options recommended by Planner Sunyak and Eng. Hajjar.  

APPROVAL FOR SIGNS IN MINE BROOK AND MORALES PARKS – Comm. Gilbert said that it has come to the attention of the Committee that dogs are not being leashed at both parks even when the ordinances are posted.  She recommended that stricter signs be installed with the penalties included.  She felt that the signs will deter this behavior.    

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to post signs at Mine Brook and Morales Parks.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
		Elbert – yes
		Gilbert – yes
		Mangin – yes
		O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.
	
FARMER’S MARKET ZONING – Clerk Sollena said that there will be a Board of Health Meeting on March 20, 2014 and this issue will be discussed.

ENERGY AGGREGATE (ORDINANCE) – Attorney Cruz said that an ordinance was proposed by Jersey Energy Group at the last meeting.  The ordinance is to designate JEG as the consultants to conduct an education process.  After that, there can be a bidding process for an energy supplier.  The Township also can choose from a list of consultants that are pre-approved by NJ DCA.  Attorney Cruz also pointed out that there is no out of pocket expense to the Township.  Mayor O’Brien asked that Attorney Cruz remove the name of Jersey Energy Group from the ordinance and 




UNFINISHED	invite several representatives from the list of the NJ DCA.  The Committee agreed.   
BUSINESS	Attorney Cruz said he would prepare a draft resolution indicating that the Township
(Con’t)	is willing to proceed forward with the program only.  The Committee would select a
	vendor at a later date.  

NEW 	FLEMINGTON-RARITAN FIRST AID & RESCUE SQUAD – Chris Phalen, 
BUSINESS	President of the Flemington-Raritan First Aid & Rescue Squad and Dave Giuliani, Chief, were present at this meeting.

			***       Chief Giuliani said that in 2013 there were 2,400 calls which were handled by 
			             volunteers and staff.  There are several projects that are in the works.  With
			             the help of FEMA and the Mitigation Program, a generator will be installed at
			             the squad building.  The Rescue Squad works very closely with the Office of
		 Emergency Management in both the Township and Flemington Borough.
	             Phase I of the building on Route 12 has been completed.  There are still some                                                    temporary structures on the property.  He anticipated that at mid-year there will be long term plans for the new building.  There are 50+ volunteers of which the majority are Raritan Township residents.  

			***       Chief Guiliani said that the squad covers Raritan Township, Flemington 
		Borough, portions of Delaware Township and portions of Readington                                                                                Township.  In portions of Delaware and Readington Townships, the squads are on a dual alert status.  This means that if these townships cannot cover calls during daytime, the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad will answer the calls.  A request was made from the Chief of the Quakertown Fire Company for Flemington-Raritan to be on dual alert status in the northern part of the Township.  Currently the Flemington-Raritan Rescue is on all of the fire alarm boxes as the primary agencies.  However, in the southern area, the Flemington-Raritan agency is not on the initial call.  In the southern area of the Township that is covered by Amwell Valley, the Flemington-Raritan Squad would like to be placed on dual alert status.  This means if Amwell Valley is dispatched, Flemington-Raritan would also be dispatched.  If Amwell Valley can assemble a crew, Flemington-Raritan would then turn back.  He felt that two agencies being dispatched would be more beneficial to the public.    

		Adm. Pietrefesa said that he thought that the Township would have to adopt an ordinance to name the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad as the primary agency for the entire Township.  






NEW	***         Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said that when the
BUSINESS	               primary coverage was turned over to the Fire Company, it was done by
(Con’t)	               ordinance.  There is no ordinance required at this time to name the
		               Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad for dual alert status.    

		 Attorney Cruz said that, while he agrees with Mr. Veneziale, he will research the
		 matter further.  

	NJ DOT RE:  ROUTE 31 – NO PASSING ZONE – This matter was tabled to 
		the next meeting.  The Committee needs additional information.  

		RETURN OF CASH PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE TO B.T. DEVELOPMENT (GODDARD SCHOOL) - $2,771.28 – Eng. Hajjar said that he recommended the return of a cash performance guarantee to B.T. Development (The Goddard School) in the amount of $2,771.28.  All conditions have been met.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

	TOLL BROTHERS RE:  TEMPORARY FIREFIGHTING WATER AND
	UTILITIES (MOUNTAIN VIEW AT HUNTERDON) – Adm. Pietrefesa said that 
	said that when there are model homes opened to the public, utilities (water and sewer) must be provided to those homes.  In this case, there is no public water at this time.   Certificates of Occupancy are not given if there is no public water to those homes.  Toll Brothers is proposing that temporary water tanks be connected to the powder rooms and also Porta Johns to be installed.  The Fire Marshal said that this is acceptable with some conditions.  

	***	Richard Hoff, said that the project will be supplied with public water in the future.  The temporary tank is just for the model home to allow it to be open for sale.  Public water is set to be in by May 1st.  

	***	Brandon Islin, Project Manager for Toll Brothers, said that he would like to open by April 1st.  There will be permanent water by May 1st.  Two model homes are under way.  There will be a total of fifteen homes in the development.  
	
	Attorney Cruz suggested that the Township issue a Temporary Certificate of 
	Occupancy (TCO) with the condition that the temporary tank be on site and, before occupancy by a resident or the sale of the home, there is permanent water supply.  The Committee agreed.  

	






NEW 	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
BUSINESS				Elbert – yes
(Con’t)				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

	FLEMINGTON-RARITAN PARKS & RECREATION RE:  2012 AUDIT –
	Acknowledged.  

           	AWARD OF NO NET LOSS BID – BLACKWELL PARK AND WALNUT
		BROOK PRESERVE – Eng. Hajjar said that this is for the $61,200 grant received from NJ DEP to reforest an area of the Township.  A total of five bids were received.  The lowest bid came in at $58,140 which was $3,000 less than the grant.  He recommended that the contract be awarded to Fullerton Grounds Maintenance LLC from Kenvil, New Jersey.  Mayor O’Brien asked if any of these trees can be planted elsewhere in the Township.  Eng. Hajjar said that he will check with NJ DEP because they come and inspect the planting of the trees.  Attorney Cruz asked why Hewson Landscaping is not the low bidder.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that his bid was not responsive because he added something that was not called for in the bid specifications.  Eng. Hajjar said that Fullerton Grounds Maintenance must post a performance bond.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

	NEW JERSEY TREE RECOVERY CAMPAIGN – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the 
	application must be processed by March 7, 2014.  This is where seedlings are distributed to residents, schools and 4-H Clubs.  The Township can received a maximum of 2,000 seedlings.  It was the consensus of the Committee to have the Administrator sign the application and file it by March 7th.  Comm. Antosiewicz said he would pick up the seedlings for distribution.  

	GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE 
	(GCADA) – 2014 – 2019 GRANT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is something that
	the Township approves annually.  There is no cost to the Township.












ORDINANCES:			ORDINANCE #14-01

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 2.88.060 TITLED “OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE – MEMBERSHIP” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

Attorney Cruz said that the number of members and the categories of the Open Space Advisory Committee are being adjusted through this ordinance.  This ordinance was created in response to a lack of volunteers and the current volunteers do not fit into the categories in the ordinance.  The membership was reduced from 11 to 9 as follows:

	1 Member – Environmental Commission
	1 Member – Township Planner
	2 Members – Township Committee
	1 Member – Planning Board
	4 Members – Municipal Residents


Meeting opened to the public.

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #14-01, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

			ORDINANCE #14-02

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND THE “REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, 1999”, CHAPTER 3.99.010 FEE SCHEDULE (RARITAN TOWNSHIP STREET MAP FEE)





ORDINANCES:	Attorney Cruz said that the $1.00 fee for the map represents the actual cost to the 
(Con’t)		            Township.  

Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #14-02, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote: 	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE		 “A Review of the Open Public Records Act” (OPRA); Difference Between Social Security Disability and SSI Disability; 22nd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day Rescheduled to March 12, 2014; 2014 Municipal Legislative Priorities; Affordable Care Act Update – Treasury “Employer Mandate” Rules Issued; “Leaves of Absence in New Jersey – A Look at the Family Medical Leave Act, the New Jersey Family Act and ADA Compliance; “Implications of Social Media; The Economic Opportunity Act of 2013; Request for FEMA Snow Assistance Declaration; Seeking Comments on Important BPU Broadband Order;

b.	Table of Equalized Valuations – Adm. Pietrefesa pointed out that this table                                                    
	from the State is not representative of Hunterdon County’s table.  

c.	Comcast Merger with Time Warner Cable – Comm. Mangin asked if this 
would be a good time to reach out to Robert Clifton to ask about giving free                       cable service to the Fire Department buildings.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the contract with Comcast calls for exactly how many drops at each authorized location.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that any building that is owned by the municipality receives free cable service.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that when the contract was drawn up, the Township was allowed one drop for the Municipal Building on Raritan Avenue.  One modem serviced 30 internet access locations.  When the Township relocated to One Municipal Drive, the one drop did not service all the internet accesses.  Occasionally, emails get dropped from the system because Comcast does not recognize them.  He is going to set up a meeting with Comcast to review the internet service.  

CORRES-		Attorney Cruz said he will provide the statute for the levels of services that
PONDENCE		Comcast must provide.
(Con’t)
d.	Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Hunterdon, Somerset & Warren re:  Bowl for Kids’ Sake 

e.	Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution re:  Extending the 2.0 Percent CAP for Police and Fire Contract Disputes  - It was the consensus of the Committee that a resolution be placed on the next agenda extending the 2.0% Cap for Police and Fire Contract Disputes.

f.	Readington Township Ordinances #03-2014 re:  Application for Development; #04-2014 re:  Renewable Energy Facilities; and #05-2014 re:  Land Use (On File in the Clerk’s Office)  

g.	New Jersey Courts re:  Municipal Court Information Technology Improvements – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the court has always paid for all the improvements and the computer supplies. 
 

NON			             Township Committee Minutes:	February 4, 2014
CONSENT       (Present were:  Antosiewicz, Elbert, Mangin, O’Brien)
AGENDA
   	             Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to approve the Minutes of February 4, 2014.
	             
               	Motion was made by comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.
	
      CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
        AGENDA		Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	

All Township Committee members were present for the following meetings:

Township Committee Meeting Minutes:	January 28, 2014
Executive Session Meeting Minutes:		January 28, 2014.

CONSENT	Resolutions:
AGENDA
(Con’t)												            Resolution #14-34 – Return of Cash Performance Guarantee to B.T.
                                   Development (Goddard School) - $2,771.28

Resolution #14-35 -  Tax Refunds

Resolution #14-37 – Supporting the Use of a “No Passing Zone” on Route 31

Resolution #14-41 – Cancellation of Uncollected Taxes – 100% Exempt

Resolution #14-42 – Award of Bid to Fullerton Grounds Maintenance, LLC in 
           the Amount of $58,140.00 for No Net Loss Grant –                                         
           Blackwell Park and Walnut Brook Preserve                            

Resolution #14-43 -  Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 
           (GCADA) - 2014–2019 Grant 	

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Resolution #14-37 – Supporting the Use of a “No Passing Zone” on Route 31.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

PRIVILEGE 		Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
OF THE
  FLOOR	 ***	Barbara Sachau, Glenway Drive, asked about having a maximum amount for 
	             employee salaries.    

Attorney Cruz said that there is a salary ordinance that provides for a minimum and maximum amount for employee salaries.  Maximum amounts are also set by the collective negotiations agreement.  Bargaining agreements are subject to negotiation each time they expire.  

***	Mrs. Sachau asked that if there is a maximum and also a longevity increase, the salary keeps going up.






Attorney Cruz read Resolution #14-39 in full.

Resolution #14-39 - CLOSED SESSION:
		           Contractual – Teamster’s Union Local 469;
CWA Supervisor’s Union
CWA Higher Level Supervisor’s Union 
		          Personnel –      2014 Appointments
		          Litigation -       Fornaciari vs. Township of Raritan –                           
					CEPA Claim

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-39.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

 CLOSED						           Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.
SESSION

OPEN                    The Committee went back into Open Session. 		.
SESSION
			
FURTHER           There was none.
ACTION

ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  9:42 p.m.   
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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