		Township Committee Minutes
		May 20, 2014


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on May 6, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at   7:14 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz and Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Karen Gilbert.     Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  $5,143,856.51
ISSUES
	Adm. Pietrefesa said that Check #4070 in the amount of $40,700 should be moved to the Fire Company Bill List.

	Mayor O’Brien asked that Check #050114 in the amount of $148,858.12 for the
	Snyder Farm closing be removed from the bill list and voted on separately. 

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List as amended	
		
	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 	Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company	  $  42,213.60

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approved the Bill List for the Raritan Township Fire Company with the addition of $40,700.00.

	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – recuse 
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

	Check #050114 - $148,858.12 – Snyder Farm Closing

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve Check #050114 in the amount of $148,858.l2 for the Snyder Farm closing.

	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes 
			Comm. Mangin said that the Committee needs a better handle on the open space funds and expenditures for future open space projects.
			O’Brien – no 
			Mayor O’Brien said that while this bill has already been negotiated and paid will put the open space program in the red according to the latest financial analysis.  Open space funding should cover what is purchased.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the open space funds will not be in the red for two years.  Comm. Elbert said that the County allocation could be used to be reimbursed for the project.   
	
	Motion carried.

	
	



REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

 Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel – Mayor O’Brien announced that
 a new Administrative Secretary, Julie Hoffman, was hired in the Administrator’s
 Office.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that summer help has been advertised 
 for Public Works.  Mayor O’Brien commended all the first responders who worked 
 on the oil spill that occurred at the Dvoor Circle. The fire team was on site within
 minutes which prevented any of the diesel oil from spilling into the river.  He also
 expressed his sadness on the passing of Michael Zarkowsky. 

Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development – Comm. Mangin mentioned the Ingerman property.  The RTMUA has allocated 15,000 gallons of sewer capacity.  There is additional capacity if needed.  There is interest for a manufacturing plant to move into the Beemis property.  They are in the process of applying for a State grant under the new Economic Opportunity Act.  It will double the size of the employees that were at Beemis.   

Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians         Committee – Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Green Team held a Green Fair at the Municipal Building.  The Historians held their Philadelphia trip on May 17, 2014.

Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
Parks & Recreation – Comm. Gilbert said she will reach out to Flemington-Raritan and Hunterdon Central schools.  There will be work done at Morales Park on June 8th for cleanup and trail maintenance.  Fireworks will be held at Deer Path Park on 
July 3, 2014.
 
Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality – Comm. Elbert reiterated on the sad news about the passing of Firefighter Michael Zarkowsky.         
The closing was held for the Snyder Farm joining the farmland preservation program with the State and County.  Mayor O’Brien said that on Monday, Memorial Day, there will be a service at 7:45 a.m. in front of the Municipal Building to honor those men and women who have served this County.  He encouraged everyone to attend.

	UNFINISHED	URBACH PROPERTY RE:  RENEWAL OF FARM LEASE – Adm. 	 
BUSINESS	Pietrefesa said that when the Township took over the Urbach property, there was an existing lease for Mr. Meyer to farm the land.  Because it was an existing lease, the Township was allowed to extend the lease.  There was a lot of criteria involved with the lease because Green Acres was involved in the funding of the project.  The lease was then renewed for the last two years and expires on May 30, 2014.  




UNFINISHED	***     Tom Meyer, Pittstown, said that since Raritan Township took over the 
BUSINESS	            property, his understanding hunting was not allowed on the land.  Last year he
			            harvested zero crop.  The deer situation is very bad in that area that no crops
			            could be grown.  He asked if the Committee could extend the lease for a few
	years instead of one year otherwise he cannot renew the lease.  Hunting is the only way to control the deer population.                 
	             
	Attorney Cruz said that when the Township acquired the property, there were tw
	tenants on it.  Mr. Meyer was farming the property for the Urbach family.  There was
	a hunt club that had a license agreement with the Urbach family.  A policy decision
	was made that the Township would allow that license to expire and not renew it.  The
	Township chose to extend the lease on an annual basis to provide some flexibility.
	The Township did not want to enter into a long term lease.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that
	because there were multiple participants in the funding, there was a maintenance
	agreement between the parties that the Township would be responsible for
	maintaining the property.

Attorney Cruz asked Mr. Meyer several questions and Mr. Meyer indicated that he
would like to extend the lease for several years if hunting will not be allowed.
Attorney Cruz suggested that the lease should continue as a month to month tenancy
until the Township and Mr. Meyer come to another agreement.  

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to continue the current lease with Mr. Meyer on a
month to month basis.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.
                                 
   










UNFINISHED	NJ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION RE:  TRANSPORTATION 
BUSINESS	ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM – Eng. Hajjar said that this is a Federal Grant for
(Con’t)	alternative transportation.  The only project that would qualify was the reapplication 
of the Pedestrian Enhancement Project which will provide sidewalks from the Jewish Community Center to Mine Brook Park at a cost of $382,485.00.  This project dates back to February 15, 2012.  The amount does not include the pedestrian crossing light which will make the cost of the project $450,000.  There is $144,000 already funded and the Township would ask for the balance.  The problem is that if the Federal Government only gives $150,000 or $200,000 would the Township be willing to fund the rest.  Comm. Mangin said he reached out to Michael Russo of NJ DOT and it seemed that the project was redesigned by NJ DOT at least three times.  Comm. Mangin did not feel that those changes were the Township’s fault.  Mr. Russo said that he will make an adjustment in the system to show that the Township was not at fault.  Eng. Hajjar will apply for a new grant for the entire amount.  Eng. Hajjar said that if the entire grant is not received, is the Township willing to fund the rest, reduce the scope of the work or just drop the entire project.  Also the Township must commit to the maintenance for life and must adopt a resolution for this commitment.  It was the consensus of the Committee for Eng. Hajjar to submit a new application.  

		ENERGY AGGREGATION – Mayor O’Brien said that the Township can act as an energy broker because of a law that was passed.  About sixty municipalities are entering into an energy aggregation.  There could be savings in electricity of up to 15%.  The Township has interviewed three providers.  He will ask Attorney Cruz to prepare a letter to each of the applicants asking if they wish to participate in this program.  After a response is given by the applicants, the Township could then make a decision as to who will be the consultant.  Attorney Cruz agreed.  Under the program that has been established by NJ Department of Community Affairs, there is a list of energy consultants that are preapproved by NJ DCA and the Township could directly contract with them without going through a bidding process.  It was the consensus of the Committee to direct Attorney Cruz to prepare the letter and send it out to the three applicants.  

		4-WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLES UNDER STATE CONTRACT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that, last year, an ordinance was adopted to allow the purchase of two 4-wheel drive vehicles.  One for the Engineering Department and one for the Planning Department.  There was also money funded in the current budget to purchase a vehicle for the Fire Marshal.  There is a State contract award for the three vehicles.  The vehicles are 2015 Ford Explorers at a base price of $24,708 each.  The vendor is Celebrity Ford d/b/a Beyer Ford.  A resolution, authorizing the purchase of these three vehicles under State contract, was adopted later in the meeting.  Mayor O’Brien asked if there are any vehicles that are not being used at Public Works.  Adm. 




UNFINISHED	Pietrefesa said there are two trucks at the garage at this time.  He does not know what
BUSINESS	other vehicles are at the garage.  The State approved electronic bidding that the
(Con’t)	Township could participate in.  A resolution would be needed to authorize the electronic bidding process.  It was the consensus of the Committee to have Attorney Cruz draw up a resolution for electronic bidding.

		POLICE CARS UNDER STATE CONTRACT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that funds were appropriated in this year’s budget to purchase two police cars.  These cars will be 2015 Police Interceptor Utility All Wheel Drive.  The base price plus the added factory options is $27,235 each for a total of $54,470.  There are also computers, lights and decals that will have to be installed on the vehicles.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

		INGERMAN/FLEMINGTON JUNCTION PILOT/AFFORDABLE HOUSING
		This matter was tabled.

		EVERITTS ROAD, SECTION II, PHASE 3 GRANT – Eng. Hajjar said that $236,000 was received.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that a bond ordinance was adopted last year for $394,000 total.  $374,000 was allocated for construction and debt was authorized for $375,000.  Any money not expended for this project would then be used to pay off any debt that is issued.   This is a reimbursement so the money must be paid up front.  

	NEW 	2014 ROUND OF GREEN ACRES PRESERVATION PROGRAM FUNDING
BUSINESS	Comm. Elbert said that this is an application for future funding.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township must expend monies before the State will award any new money.  

	NON UNION SALARY ORDINANCE – Adm. Pietrefesa said he prepared the
	2014 Salary Ordinance for non union personnel.  A Salary Ordinance must be adopted by law to establish the salary ranges.  A resolution will be adopted in the future specifying the exact salaries for the non union personnel.  

	AUTHORIZING USE OF GREEN ACRES FUNDS FOR SHARE OF
	APPRAISAL ON BLOCK 20, LOT 3 – It was the consensus of the Committee to
	table this matter.  

	RETURN OF CASH PERFORMANCE BOND TO THE FALLONE GROUP –
	$4,000.00 – Eng. Hajjar recommended that the performance bond in the amount of
	$4,000.00 be returned.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.  





NEW	AMWELL ATTITUDE GIRLS FASTPITCH RE:  SOFTBALL
BUSINESS	TOURNAMENTS – Adm. Pietrefesa said he checked with Public Works and all the 
(Con’t)	dates that were requested are all available.  The Flemington-Raritan Girls Softball
	League will also be participating in the tournament.  The insurance certificate has not
	Been received yet.  The approval would have to be subject to receiving the certificate
	of insurance and the application for the use of the fields.  

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the tournament subject to receipt of
	insurance certificate, fees and the application for the use of the field by June 30, 2014.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.	

ORDINANCES:			ORDINANCE #14-08


		AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY A BARGAINING AGREEMENT AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #14-08 on first consideration same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of June 17, 2014 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested parties will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.



CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE	Tour of PSEG’s Control Operator Training Simulator; U.S. supreme Court Decision on Prayer at Council Meetings; Resources Available for Hurricane Preparedness and Sandy Survivors; Verizon v. Hopewell – Status Update:  Ask Legislators to Support A-366/S-1713; State Revenue Shortfall Grows; League’s Bureau of Municipal Information; Jersey Shore Partnership Event Invitation; The Conversation of a Lifetime; BPU Approves Verizon Stipulation Agreement; Affordable Housing, COAH Prepares New Regulation; Senate Resolution 74 re:  Young Women Abducted in Nigeria; New Content on DLGs Web Site; “A Review of the New COAH Regulation Webinar”; A-2280/S-1305, Mandates Video Records on Police Vehicles; Free Webinar Scheduled on Recent Supreme Court Prayer Decision; Update on Interest Arbitration Cap; support State Effort to Preserve and Strengthen New Jersey’s Military and Coast Guard; - With regard to Verizon v. Hopewell, Attorney Cruz said that the Township has taken the two steps that are needed which are to support the bill that is pending to get that property back on the tax roles and the Township has preserved its rights by filing a tax appeal.  If and when the Verizon litigation is resolved, the Township will be able to get payment for the years of the tax appeal.  
  
b.	Whiteman re:  Buckeye Pipeline Flemington Station

c.	HART Commuter Information Services

d.	NJ DCA Financial Disclosure Statement Information – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Clerk has sent out the information.  Step by step instructions were mailed to the appropriate board members and employees.   The deadline for filing is June 13, 2014.   

NON CONSENT AGENDA:

Resolution #14-76 – Renewal of Farm Lease for Urbach Property

Tabled.

Resolution #14-81 – Authorizing the Township of Raritan Planning Board to
		           Undertake a Preliminary Investigation to Determine
		           Whether the Proposed Study Area, which Includes
Lots 37.01 and 54 in Block 16.01, Qualifies as an Area in                        Need of Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5

Tabled.


      CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
        AGENDA		Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	There were none

           Resolutions:
	
		Resolution #14-77 – Tax Refunds

		Resolution #14-78 – Authorizing the Purchase of 4-Wheel Drive Vehicles
				          Under State Contract

		Resolution #14-82 – Return of Cash Performance Bond to the Fallone
				          Group in the Amount of $4,000.00

		Resolution $14-79 – Authorizing the Purchase of Police Vehicles Under
				          State Contract

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

		Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
					Elbert – yes
					Gilbert – yes
					Mangin – yes
					O’Brien – yes

PRIVILEGE  	   Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes
OF THE
FLOOR	        
       ***     	Rose Silvis, 4 Cyndi Court, said that a house located at 87 Leffler Hill Road 
that has been abandoned and not maintained.  There is a problem with rodents and the garage windows are broken and kids are going in and out.  The basement flooded and there was an oil spill.   A County Hazmat inspector was called and said that he did not notice any oil on the lawn.  The house has been abandoned for 14 years.  She was concerned about the kids walking to the bus stop which is in close proximity to the house. 




PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: (Con’t)

	Eng. Hajjar said he responded to the call together with the Fire Marshal and the Fire 
Department disconnected the pump through the broken window.  The Hunterdon County Health Department responded.  The Health Department could not get into the house.  He observed and said that there was no oil smell.  

    ***	Debbie Simon, 1 Cyndi Court, said that the garage is full of trash.  

    ***	Guy Cicho, 5 Cyndi Court, wanted to know if the Township has the right to condemn the property.  There are holes in the floors and they are buckling.  The basement fills on occasion with four feet of water.  He felt that this is a hazard for health and safety.  He was concerned that if kids are going in the house, they could fall through the floor.  

Eng. Hajjar said that the owner is trying to sell the house.  There is a for sale sign in
front of the house.  

***	Colleen McNally, 17 Stacey Road, said that the owner of the house placed it on the market just that very day.  She is a real estate agent and has been in contact with the owner for about one year asking about the home.    

***	Mr. Simon, 1 Cyndi Court, said that about three years ago the Road Department came to the subdivision and marked the road with spray paint.  When they came back to pick up the cones, the gentleman from Public Works said that the Township ran out of money so they were not going to fix the road at that time

Adm. Pietrefesa said that the County was present, along with a police officer and the 
owner indicated that the oil tank is located outside the house and not in the basement.
The County then placed a notice on the garage to inform the owner that someone was
there.  

***	Ellen Holmlek, 42 Rake Road, said that she has been harassed by her next door neighbor for the past five years.  She felt completely abandoned by the Police Department and the court system.  She said that she should be protected from harassment.   The neighbors shine high power spot lights all night and into the morning which is called light trespass.  Light trespass is the poor control of outdoor lighting which crosses property lines and detracts from property values and from quality of life.  She owns a 25-acre farm and her neighbor’s house is 300 feet from her house.  The neighbors also have a laser pointer that they focus into her house and barn.  She filed a formal complaint with the Planning Board about the lighting.  She spoke to Planner Sunyak who 

[bookmark: _GoBack]
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: (Con’t)

told her that the Township Ordinances only cover commercial properties and not
residential properties.  She felt that the Township should do something about people
shining lights into other people’s homes.  She distributed sample ordinances that address
light trespass and light pollution.

***	Ray Simonds, Environmental Commission Member, wanted to know about the gas spill that occurred at the circle by the Dvoor Farm.  

Mayor O’Brien said that NJ DEP was on site yesterday and were on site that day.
Atlantic Regency, owner of the truck, also responded to help with the cleanup.  

***	Mr. Simonds said he would like to be of assistance.  He can contact NJ DEP if the Commission wishes him to do so.

ADJOURN-      Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
                          Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.  

                          Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

                          Meeting adjourned at:  8:50 p.m.   
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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