          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                November 18, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on November 18, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at:   7:19  p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Deputy Mayor Oliver Elbert, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Karen Gilbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert Cruz.             
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World and the victims of the Washington DC Navy Yard Shooting.  
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, asked about the animal resolution requesting the County takeover the animal responsibilities.  She said that it would make more sense to regionalize the County because there is a very wide area to cover.  She wanted to know about the payment to Bonnie Briggs for $142.75 for a PB Meeting.  Also about the payment to John Deere for herbicide in the amount of $131.88.  She wanted to know what kind of herbicide is used.



There was also a payment to Mark Fornaciari for $120.28 for mileage that she wanted to know about.  

Adm. Pietrefesa said that Bonnie Briggs is the Planning Board Secretary.  He did not know what kind of herbicide is used.  She would have to ask the Finance Office to review the voucher.  As for the payment to Mark Fornaciari, Adm. Pietrefesa said that he is an inspector in the Construction Office and uses his own car and is reimbursed for the mileage for inspections.
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  14,453,247.18

ISSUES

Mayor Mangin said that about $11 million was paid to Flemington-Raritan Schools and about $3.7 million to the high school.  Comm. O’Brien wanted more information about Vital Communications.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the company that does the assessments, taxes and finance for the Township.  This is a monthly bill.  Comm. O’Brien also wanted to know about a payment to Power Phone for $583.95.  Adm. Pietrefesa thought that it might be for Emergency Management for dispatching.  Comm. O’Brien also wanted to know about the bill for PJ East Coast for Food for Sandy.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was a bill from the storm of last year.

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





Gilbert - yes




O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.

REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development – Mayor Mangin announced that Drew Kintzel, Fire Prevention Inspector, is resigning his position to seek a better job.  He thanked Comm. O’Brien as well as Comm. Gilbert for attending the ceremony on Veteran’s Day.  It was greatly appreciated.  
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert said that Deputy Clerk, Melissa Hommes, has done a great job helping the Tax Office.  
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – Comm. Antosiewicz attended the Transportation Advisory meeting, however, there was nothing new to report.  He was awaiting word from Hunterdon Medical Center about grant received for the electric service station.  He and Comm. Elbert met with the Readington Township Green/Environment Team to talk about the next steps for the Greenway project.        

REPORTS
Craig O’Brien – RTMUA and Public Safety – Comm. O’Brien said that Chief Wetter 
(Con’t)

will now be the new Chief of the Fire Department.  He thanked Chief Risa Hynes for her three years of service.  He mentioned that there were pictures of the police promotions from the last meeting.  At the next meeting, there will be two new hires and one more on December 17, 2013.  Regarding RTMUA, they are working on the water facilities.  There is a concern because there is a certain amount of copper in the effluent.  Mayor Mangin said he would attend the RTMUA meeting this coming Thursday.  He has a request from seven different homeowners on Forest Drive to Old York Road who are complaining that their septic systems need repair.  This past summer, the Township revised the sewer extension in which NJ DEP accepted.  The entire eastern portion of the Township is included in the extension.  
Karen Gilbert - Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, Economic

Development, Public Safety,  Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Gilbert said that she attended the Parks and Recreation meeting on November 14, 2013.  The fireworks that are usually held at the Intermediate School on July 4th will now be held at Deer Path Park to coincide with a concert that is going to be held in conjunction with the 300th Anniversary of Hunterdon County.  The Ewing Farm will not be used because of parking and safety issues.  Fireworks will be held on March 22, 2014 after a parade at the Intermediate School.   There is an ongoing problem of having loose dogs at Mine Brook Park.  She suggested that a sign with the fine structure and keeping the dogs on a leash should be placed in the park.  Clerk Sollena said that she was informed by Sal Randazzese, Former Director of Parks and Recreation, that there is also a problem at Morales Park.       
UNFINISHED
There was none.  
BUSINESS

NEW
MEMORIAL TREE REQUEST – Mayor Mangin said that a request was received 

BUSINESS
by the Montross Family for a tree planting at Lenape Park in memory of Donald Montross, Sr., Former Chief of Police.  Adm. Pietrefesa mentioned that the Township has a policy for the planting of trees.  The person making the request has to bear the cost of not only the tree, but the memorial plaque as well.  There is already a tree and plaque at Lenape Park for Donald Montross, Jr. 


Mayor Mangin asked for a vote in favor having a tree planted at Lenape Park on 


Route 523 for Former Police Chief Donald Montross, Sr..  



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes

NEW 
Motion carried.

BUSINESS
(Con’t)
SPECIAL MEETING FOR 2014 APPOINTMENTS – It was the consensus of the Committee to hold a special meeting for 2014 Appointments on December 3, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Mangin said that there is still an outstanding issue about the appointment of a Municipal Official to the Planning Board.  The person need not be a resident of the Township.  The person can be a chairman or vice chairman of a board or a Department Head.  


POLICE STAFFING -  Comm. O’Brien said that there will be two hires in December and one in January, 2014.  There is another candidate that is coming through the Police Academy who merits consideration.  This will be above and beyond what was authorized.  The reason for this is that there is anticipation that another retirement will take place in the first part of 2014.  It takes about three months to train an officer.  The individual pays to go to the academy.  This is called the Alternate Route.  In 2014, it may be more difficult to get one of those officers due to the regulations by the academy.  If this cannot happen, the Township will have to sponsor the officer to attend the academy including paying for uniforms and healthcare.  There is a concern that if an additional police officer is hired, the person may change their mind about retiring.  An interview has already been conducted with a veteran from the Marine Corps.  He would be a very good fit for the department.  Over the next ten years, there will be about one dozen officers who will retire with 25+ years of service.  An extra officer would give the Township the opportunity to participate in other programs.  Clinton Township has a Drug Enforcement Program and partnered with the DEA.  A portion of the proceeds is remitted to the town.  Last year Clinton Township received $300,000 for that program.  He asked the Chief to look into it.  Mayor Mangin asked if this matter could be placed on the Executive Session.  Attorney Cruz will look into that matter more carefully.       


ORDINANCES
There were none.
CORRES-               a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Orientation For the Newly Elected, Re-elected, or Experienced Municipal 





Officials; Important Conference Sessions Using Technology; “Understanding the Affordable Healthcare Act”; House Passes Water Resources Reform and Development Bill; Sustainable Jersey Announces Availability of $200,000 in Grants for Municipal Sustainability Projects; Appellate Court Decision Regarding Sand Dunes – Petrozzi vs. Ocean City; Legislative Recap, Lame Duck Begins; Conference Sessions; 

b.
New Jersey American Water Government Affairs Survey – This survey has been completed by Mayor Mangin and Adm. Pietrefesa.

CORRES-

c.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce Events and Happenings (Booklet on
PONDENCE

File in the Clerk’s Office) – The Holiday Parade will be held on December 1,
(Con’t)


2013 at 5:00 p.m.  The Committee will attend the parade.
d.
Frenchtown Borough and Township of Lebanon Resolutions re:  Requesting that the County of Hunterdon Undertake the Animal Control Officer Responsibilities for Hunterdon County Municipalities – Mayor Mangin said that there was a resolution for the consideration on the Consent Agenda.
e.
Hunterdon Drug Awareness Program, Inc. re:  Request for Donation – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township contributed to several organizations in the past, however, it does not contribute any longer. 

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:

Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
October 15, 2015
Resolutions:

Resolution #13-198 – Requesting that the County of Hunterdon Undertake the 



           Animal Control Responsibilities for Hunterdon County



           Municipalities
Resolution #13-204 – Tax Refunds
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

Gilbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE


FLOOR

***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that Hunterdon Central High School 

would be holding two meetings on new teaching methods.  She was concerned             about pensions that are weighing down hard on the cities.
Resolution #13-202-  CLOSED SESSION:

Contractual – Raritan Junction, LLC – Redevelopment



Agreement for the Yale Property; 

Property Acquisition – Block 28, Lot 7 – Shippen Property



Block 43, Lot 3 – Plum Brook II Property
Litigation    -  Fornaciari vs. Township of Raritan – CEPA 




Resolution #13-202 was not needed.

ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm.  Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Vote:
5 – 0 


Motion carried.


Meeting adjourned at:    8:00 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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