		Township Committee Minutes
		November 5, 2014


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on November 5, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Karen Gilbert.  Also present were Committeemen-elect Louis Reiner and Richard Chen.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  4,636,637.37
ISSUES
	Mayor O’Brien said that $4 million was paid to the Flemington-Raritan Board of 
	Education.  He also wanted to know about the number of bills listed for escrow.  
	Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a trust fund and consultants are paid by developers. 
		Adm. Pietrefesa mentioned that the monies paid out for premiums was for funds   received at the tax sale by the bidders.  Once the taxes are paid, the money is then refunded to the vendor.    Mayor O’Brien asked about Check #00-3576 in the amount of $4,000 for a roller rental.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the equipment that was used on River Road.  The DPW needed a larger roller.     

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.
	
		Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	


FINANCIAL	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
ISSUES				Elbert – yes
(Con’t)				Gilbert - yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 
	Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company	   $773.40

	Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.

	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – recuse
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

		Mayor O’Brien asked that the Liaison Reports be tabled.

Adm. Pietrefesa said that there was a request from Comm. Gilbert regarding the porta johns at Mine Brook Park.  He checked with Mr. Hutchins and was informed that the porta johns are cleaned at least once a week.   
		
	UNFINISHED	HUNTERDON COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
BUSINESS	REPORT – Mayor O’Brien said that the County put out a 400 + document.  He distributed a letter written to Hunterdon County along with Planner Sunyak’s comments for the Committee’s input.  

		POLICE STAFFING

	***      Police Chief Glenn Tabasko said that the process of hiring has begun.  He would like to hire trained officers but it’s becoming more difficult.  He has contacted every Police Academy in the State and, to date, has only received two applications from trained officers that meet the criteria.   One has already been eliminated.  He asked the Committee for authorization for a hire date of January 1, 2015 which would put him at the previous number of thirty-two. 

UNFINISHED		  The other reason was to alert the Committee that he may not be able to hire
BUSINESS		  officers who are trained.  These hires would then have to be sent to the Police
(Con’t)		  Academy for training which would be very costly.  A salary as well as training
		would have to be paid by the Township.  He also said that besides Patrolman Apgar’s replacement, he may be losing one of the new officers.  Chief Tabasko said that the State has adopted an Alternate Route Program whereas different Police Academies have a certain amount of openings for these candidates.  Generally, about 10 or less in one class.  The applicants compete and go through a written and physical exam.  They pay their own way.  The local Somerset County has stopped any recruit training due to budgetary reasons.  
	
	Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is a law that if the Township puts someone through the
	Academy, and if they leave the Township employ within a certain amount of time, the Township could then charge back for the training.  It was the consensus of the Committee to move forward with the hiring of one police officer to replace Patrolman Apgar as of January 1, 2015.  It was the consensus of the Committee to continue the discussion until the next meeting.   

		PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND SURVEY FOR THE KENGAS PROPERTY – BLOCK 43, LOT 3 UNDER A FAIR AND OPEN PROCEDURE

		Resolution #14-205 – Awarding a Contract Under a Fair and Open Procedure
                                     			for a Preliminary Environmental Assessment for the
                                		Kangas Property – Block 43, Lot 3 Subject to Green Acres                                                
		      		Requirements and Signed Contracts from the Sellers

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-205.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

		Roll call Vote:		Antosiewicz – yes
					Elbert – yes
					Gilbert – yes
					Mangin – yes
					O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.

		Resolution #14-206 – Awarding a Contract Under a Fair and Open Procedure 
					for a Survey for the Kangas Property – Block 43, Lot 3                   
			Subject to Green Acres Requirements and Signed Contracts from the Sellers

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-206.
UNFINISHED	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
BUSINESS
(Con’t)	Roll Call Vote:		Antosiewicz – yes
						Elbert – yes
						Gilbert – yes
						Mangin – yes
						O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.


		SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH HAMPTON BOROUGH FOR COURT SERVICES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Viscinage approved the draft agreement between the Township and Hampton Borough for court services.  He sent a copy to the Clerk of Hampton Borough along with the draft resolution listed on the agenda.  The Contract will be valid from January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2019.  The Township gets a contract fee in addition to keeping all the revenue.  Comm. Elbert thanked Mayor O’Brien for doing a great job.  

		SALE OF LAND ALONG THE FORMER PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE – Attorney Cruz said that, at the last Township Committee meeting, the Committee authorized a title search for the property that is to be auctioned.  The Township Engineer has worked with the title company to make sure that the correct property is being searched.  Attorney Cruz spoke with the title company that very afternoon but unfortunately they have not completed the search.  Attorney Cruz was told that it will be completed by this coming Friday.  His recommendation was to hold the public hearing at this meeting on the ordinance and carry the vote to the next meeting.  In answer to Mayor O’Brien’s questions, Attorney Cruz said that the ordinance can be amended to include the cost of the title search.    

				ORDINANCE #14-15

	AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY NO
	LONGER NECESSARY FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE ALONG THE FORMER 
	PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE

	Meeting opened to the public. No one appeared.
				
		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to close the public hearing and carry the vote to the meeting of November 17, 2014.

		




UNFINISHED	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
BUSINESS
(Con’t)	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.

		SALE OF FIRE TRUCKS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Committee is interested in selling old fire trucks and other equipment. A State Contract was given to GovDeals which is an online bidding company.  A resolution will have to be adopted with a list of the items declaring that these are surplus properties no longer needed by the Township.  There are two old fire trucks and an old truck that was used by the engineer.  A resolution will be listed for consideration at the next meeting.

		ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR DUMP TRUCK – Adm. Pietrefesa said that an ordinance was adopted in August for the purchase of a chipper and a dump truck for the Public Works Department.  $150,000 was allocated for the dump truck.  The dump truck has not been purchased yet because the County has created a cooperative purchasing system.  The County bid on the same dump truck that the Township wishes to purchase.  Their bids came in at over $170,000 for the same truck.   Based on that pricing, it was determined that there would not be enough money to go out to bid for that same truck.  Adm. Pietrefesa spoke to Assistant Superintendent Don Hutchins about this and he also spoke with bond counsel.  A bond ordinance was adopted in 2012 for a mower.  The mower price came in at $25,000 less than the Township anticipated and that money was not used.  Adm. Pietrefesa and Mr. Hutchins recommend that the Township go out to bid with their own specifications and see what the dollar value comes in at.  If it comes in higher than the County bid, they can reject the bids and purchase the truck from the County.  If it is lower, the Township will use their own specs and bids.  According to bond counsel, Ordinance #12-10 can be amended to use the extra money for the dump truck.  An ordinance can be listed for introduction at the next meeting.  Mayor O’Brien disagreed with amending the ordinance. He felt that the price for the truck that was originally anticipated at $150,000 only a few months ago is going to cost $20,000 more.  Comm. Antosiewicz recommended that the ordinance be introduced at the next meeting.  Comm. Gilbert agreed.  The Committee requested that Don Hutchins attend the next meeting to explain why the dollar amount is more than a few months ago.  




UNFINISHED	HAMPTON CORNER ROAD FLOODING UPDATE – Mayor O’Brien said that
BUSINESS	there was a meeting held with the Mayor, Eng. Coppola and Assistant Sup’t. Don
(Con’t)	Hutchins together with the County Engineer and Freeholder John King.  The County representatives said that they would support the Township and help fix the problem if the Township is given approval is given by NJ DEP.  This matter has now become a safety issue because the emergency vehicles can’t get into the development when the road is flooded.  Several residents came before the Township Committee to ask for help a few months ago.    

		RARITAN ESTATES UPDATE  - Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Public Works Department have made minor repairs to the trails, however, the trails are still closed.  It is possible that Public Works will end up doing the work next year rather than going out to bid on it which would be less costly.  The developer will supply the Township with a check for the cost of the repairs.  
		
	NEW 	THE NEXT TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
BUSINESS	MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2014 – Acknowledged.

		RETURN OF PERFORMANCE BOND TO SAINT ANNA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH – 85 VOORHEES CORNER ROAD – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Eng. Hajjar recommended the return of a performance bond to Saint Anna Greek Orthodox Church.   All conditions have been met.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

		HUNTERDON COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RE:  CONSENT FROM THE TOWNSHIP ON THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE HUNTERDON COUNTY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT (WQM) PLAN – FRENCHTOWN BOROUGH WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (WMP) CHAPTER – Mayor O’Brien said that there should be more information.  This matter was tabled.

		2014-2015 COOPERATIVE PURCHASING OF SALT FOR SNOW & ICE CONTROL – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the lowest price for salt was bid by Atlantic Salt in the amount of $60.93 per ton.  Last year the price was $51.00 per ton.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]		BUDGET TRANSFERS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that a number of items had to be moved where funds were needed.  He did not anticipate the extra cost for salary in the Clerk’s Office due to the elections.  He transferred money from Construction S & W to Clerk’s OE in the amount of $1,000.  The largest numbers were for snow removal.  Attorney Cruz said that in Resolution #14-204, the sixth line is being changed from Township Clerk to Construction Department, S&W and transferred to Township Clerk OE.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

		
NEW	2015 APPOINTMENTS MEETING – The Appointment Meeting will be held on
BUSINESS	November 17, 2014 @ 6:00 p.m.  The Clerk will distribute the resumes she has
(Con’t)	received.  

		REORGANIZATION DINNER RE:  LOCATION AND DATE – The Reorganization Dinner will be held at the Copper Hill Country Club on Friday, January 2, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  

		HUNTERDON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY RE:  COUNTY ADMINISTERED ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER SERVICES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is a long list of concerns that the Township has with regard to this takeover.  They are proposing a fee to the Township of $2.00 per resident which would be about $44,000.  The current contract with ACO Services is at $36,000.  There are also other cost incurred with this program such as taking the animals to the veterinarian, rabies clinics and administrative costs that have not been addressed by the County.  The Township expends an additional $10,000.  This matter was tabled pending further information.  	

ORDINANCES:		ORDINANCE #14-15 was addressed earlier in the meeting.	

CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
 PONDENCE		Weekly Policy Update; ADA Compliance; Legislative Bulletin – September, 
2014; League of Municipalities Convention Information; “A Review of the New Farmland Assessment Act”; Post Sandy/Irene World; S-264 – Public Safety Workers’ Compensation; COAH Deadlocks and Does Not Advance Proposed Regulations; “Taking the Mystery out of Applying for Grants”; Constitutional Issues Involving Holiday Displays;  Bills Enacted as Public Laws of 2014; Your Voice Must be Heard on Transportation Funding; 

b.	Borough of Milford, Township of Bethlehem, Town of Clinton, City of Lambertville, Township of Holland and Township of Franklin Resolutions re:  In Opposition to the Proposed Construction of New Gas Pipeline by PennEast Pipeline Co., LLC

c.	Delaware Township Ordinance  - Open Space Preservation

d.	County of Hunterdon Purchasing Department re:  Award of Contract to Atlantic Salt, Inc. for Snow and Ice Control

e.	Proclamation re:  Designating the Month of November as “Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month”.

f.	HART Commuter Information re:  Hunterdon County Pedestrian Safety Month

CORRES-				           g.	Hunterdon County Veteran’s Alliance Observance – November 11, 2014 – 
PONDENCE		
h.	Whitman Company Remedial Action for Buckeye Pipeline Flemington Station 

i.	Hunterdon Drug Awareness Program, Inc. Request for Donation

Mayor O’Brien said that the Veteran’s Alliance Observance is being held on November 11, 2014 at the war memorial in the Flemington Borough at 10:30 a.m. and urged everyone to attend.

NON CONSENT AGENDA:
	
Resolution #14-204 – Budget Transfers (Four (4) votes needed for adoption)

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-204 as amended.  

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin as amended and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-205 – Awarding a Contract Under a Fair and Open Procedure
   				For a Preliminary Environmental Assessment for the
                                	Kangas Property – Block 43, Lot 3 Subject to Green Acres                                                
		      		Requirements and Signed Contracts from the Sellers


                                This resolution was adopted earlier in the meeting.
        
Resolution #14-206 – Awarding a Contract Under a Fair and Open Procedure 
			for a Survey for the Kangas Property – Block 43, Lot 3                   
	Subject to Green Acres Requirements and Signed Contracts from the Sellers

This resolution was adopted earlier in the meeting.






      CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
        AGENDA		Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	Township Committee Meeting Minutes:		October 7, 2014
	Executive Session Meeting Minutes			October 21, 2014
	
The Executive Session Meeting Minutes of October 21, 2014 were tabled.

Resolutions:

Resolution #14-201 – Return of Cash Performance Bond to Saint Anna
			Greek Orthodox Church in the Amount of $10,920
			Plus Any Accrued Interest

Resolution #14-202 – Purchase of Rock Salt for Snow and Ice Control

Resolution #14-203 – Tax Refund to Hunterdon Storage, Inc. in the 
			Amount of $54,076

Resolution #14-207 – Authorizing a Shared Service Agreement with Hampton
			Borough for Court Services
	
Resolution #14-208 – Consenting to the Proposed Water Quality Management
			(WQM) Plan Amendment
	
Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Resolution #14-208 – Consenting to the Proposed Water Quality Mangement (WQM) Plan Amendment and removing the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of October 21, 2014.  

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE 		Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes
OF THE
FLOOR		 No one appeared.

		Attorney Cruz read Resolution #14-210   in full as amended.  

		Resolution #14-210 – CLOSED SESSION:
					Personnel:  Vacancies:  Construction Official;
								     Building Sub Code Official;
								     Future Public Works
								     Superintendent/Assistant Public
								     Works Superintendent;
							Administrator/Chief Financial Officer re:
							Performance Evaluation and Position;

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-210.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.  

 CLOSED						           The Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.
SESSION

OPEN                    Closed Session ended at 10:05 and the Committee went back into Open Session. 
SESSION
			













ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  10:07 p.m.   
					

						Respectfully submitted,



						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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