          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                October 15, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on October 15, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at: 7:05 p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Deputy Mayor Oliver Elbert, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Karen Gilbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert Cruz.             
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.    
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


PROCLAMATION:  PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS MONTH – NOVEMBER

Mayor Mangin read the proclamation in full.


Comm. Gilbert said that this proclamation is very important to her.  Her father passed away three years ago from pancreatic cancer.  He was diagnosed early on but still passed away after surgery, chemotherapy and radiation within ten months of his diagnosis.  
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  565,042.37
ISSUES

Mayor Mangin said there was a payment to Horizon Blue Cross/Blue Shield in the amount of $110,000.  

FINANCIAL
Comm. O’Brien asked about #23301 and #23302 payable to the Treasurer, State of 
ISSUES
New Jersey.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that these are the State fees for the collection of 
(Con’t)
building permits for the Township and East Amwell.  Mayor Mangin asked about the amount of $28,500 paid to the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the amount given to the squad and they must submit an audit report to the Township each year.  

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.  

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





Gilbert - yes




O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company 









$   1,585.40

Deputy Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





Gilbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – recuse


Motion carried.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development - Mayor Mangin thanked Comm. Gilbert and Comm. O’Brien for attending the 5K Run at JP Case Middle School.  A tax sale was held on October 2, 2013 in which 61 properties were sold.  Fourteen were tax sales, 45 were for sewers and 2 were for the Flemington Water Company. Interviews have been conducted for two positions; the Registrar of Vital Statistics which is appointed by the Board of Health and Deputy Clerk.  A meeting of the Board of Health will be held on Thursday, October 17, 2013. Diane Whiting, current Registrar, will be retiring on October 31, 2013.  There is a position open in the Planning Office and also for Supervisor of Accounts.  
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert mentioned that rock salt is lower in price this year which is great news.  Hopefully there will be no snow storms in October.  There is a parcel of 160 acres in which several people have been interested in for, perhaps, farmland preservation.    
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – Comm. Antosiewicz said that he attended Safe in Hunterdon at the Court House.  Flemington-Raritan Recreation Committee is in the process of deciding on a location for the July 4th, 2014 fireworks.  The Lions Club gave $16,000 to charitable and non-profit groups including the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad as well as the Flemington-Raritan Recreation Committee.  He also attended the Special Olympics at Stanton Ridge.  There was a Fire Department Picnic held.  Comm. Elbert said that there is a clean up along the river with the Raritan Headwaters Association.  The Clean Communities Grant pays for the clean up.         

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA and Public Safety – Comm. O’Brien said that two firefighters’ applications are being voted on.  He wanted to thank the Fire Department for their strong showing at the 5K Run.  The Fire Department had to respond to a person who jumped off the trestle.  Luckily no one was hurt.  There will also be a vote for the purchase of two Chevy Tahoes for the Police Department.  The price is about $200 less per vehicle from the original pricing method.  The School Resource Officer is doing a great job.  Captain Swenson was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.  He is the 6th living recipient from the Afghanistan and Iraq conflict to receive this honor.  The Captain has volunteered to return to active duty which hardly ever happens after an individual wins the Congressional Medal of Honor.  
REPORTS
Karen Gilbert - Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, Economic
(Con’t)

Development, Public Safety,  Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Gilbert said she met 



with Superintendent Nolan about school safety.  There is no report yet on this issue.  When the information is available, Mr. Nolan would like to meet with the Township Committee and Flemington Borough.  The Parks and Recreation Department is having a Senior Luncheon in December in which Comm. Gilbert will be attending.  The Parks and Recreation Committee meetings will commence on November 12, 2013.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Robert Hunter School will be using the Municipal Parking Lot for a fire drill on Monday and also on October 31st for their annual Halloween Parade.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that there will be a clean up at Morales Park on November 2nd from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Comm. Elbert will ask the Public Works Department if access points could be made for additional entrances into the park.  Mayor Mangin said he did not want to commit to this project.  Clerk Sollena said that Sal Randazzese, former Director of the Parks & Recreation Committee, stating that people are bringing their dogs into the park without leashes.  She alerted the Animal Control Officer.  
UNFINISHED
CENSUS BUREAU UPDATE – Mayor Mangin asked this matter to be tabled.  He 
BUSINESS
called and left a message.


APPROVAL FROM NJ DCA FOR THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS:


1)
ACTING CONSTRUCTION CODE OFFICIAL – PETER BUCHANAN 


2)
ACTING FIRE SUBCODE OFFICIAL – THOMAS LANCE



Mayor Mangin announced that Peter Buchanan was appointed Acting Construction Code Officer and Thomas Lance was appointed Acting Fire Subcode Official.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that in the resolution for Mr. Lance, the date of October 17, 2013 will be removed.  He can stay on until the Township’s issues are resolved.  Attorney Cruz said that a third whereas clause will be inserted that mirrors the resolution for Peter Buchanan.  The only difference will be the name of Thomas Lance.  


Comm. O’Brien said that he has been interviewing companies for the Township Website.  The candidates are Egg Zack, Gov Office, Civic Plus and Q Send.  He will report back to the Committee.
 NEW
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON PURCHASING DEPARTMENT RE:  ROCK

 BUSINESS
SALT – Mayor Mangin said that this bid went to International Salt Company at 59 cents less than last year.   A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
NEW
TRAFFIC PATTERN IN THE LEEDS ROAD VICINITY OF HART 
BUSINESS
BOULEVARD – Mayor Mangin said that two people have made complaints that 
(Con’t)
people are speeding on Hart Boulevard.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Sup’t Struening and Eng. Hajjar went out to the site during the time period that the resident said were the highest speeding intervals.  A survey was conducted and only one out of one hundred vehicles went over the speed limit.  They also surveyed the sound levels which appeared to be within the limits of the noise pollution regulations.  The residents were aware of the presence of the officials to the site.  There have been speed calming devices installed on Hart Boulevard for more than five years.    


CANCELLATION OF LOCAL HISTORIANS TOUR – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2013 – Acknowledged.  This tour had to be cancelled due to the Government shut down.  The trip was to Old City Philadelphia and many of the buildings were closed as well as Independence Park.    


REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE RE:  TOLL BROTHERS/MOUNTAIN VIEW AT HUNTERDON FKA HILLTOP, PHASE I, BLOCK 44, LOT 24 – This matter was tabled.


PURCHASE OF 2 CHEVROLET TAHOE VEHICLES FOR POLICE FROM MALL CHEVROLET UNDER THE CRANFORD COOPERATIVE PURCHASING SYSTEM – Mayor Mangin said that these vehicles are in the budget. Resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.


APPROVAL OF UNION CONTRACTS FOR TEAMSTER’S UNION LOCAL 469, SUPERVISOR’S UNION; HIGHER LEVEL SUPERVISOR’S UNION:

Resolution #13-184 – Approval of Contract for Teamster’s Union Local 



469 – January 1, 2012 – December 31, 2015

Comm. Elbert said this is a great contract.  There will be a new salary scale with ten steps for new hires which will be at a much lower cost to the Township.  He thanked Adm. Pietrefesa and Attorney Flaum.  
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the contract for the Teamster’s Union Local 469 – January 1, 2012 – December 31, 2015.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
NEW

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

BUSINESS



Elbert – yes

(Con’t)




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-185 – Approval of Contract for CWA Local 1040

Supervisor’s Union – January 1, 2011 – 

December 31, 2015

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the contract for the CWA Local 1040 Supervisor’s Union – January 1, 2011 – December 31, 2015.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – no

Elbert – yes because there are many good things in the contract 


  that will help the Township going forward.

Gilbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-186 – Approval of Contract for CWA Local 1040


Higher Level Supervisor’s Union – 

January 1, 2011 – December 31, 2015

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approval the contract for the CWA Local 1040 Higher Level Supervisor’s Union – January 1, 2011 – December 31, 2015.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – no




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #13-19

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN  FOR EMPLOYEES IN CWA LOCAL 1040 SUPERVISOR AND HIGHER LEVEL SUPERVISOR BARGAINING UNITS EMPLOYEES FOR THE YEARS 2011-2015

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-19 on first consideration same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of November  6, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.







ORDINANCE #13-20   

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY TEAMSTERS LOCAL 469 FOR THE YEARS 2012-2015 AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF.

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-20 on first consideration same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of November 6, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

ORDINANCES:
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes
(Con’t)




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Sustainable Jersey Small Grants Program; League Foundation Releases Latest White Paper; Convention Information; Notice of Proposed Membership Dues; Constitutional Issues Involving Holiday Displays; Supreme Court Affordable Housing Decision; Federal Government Shutdown Impact on New Jersey; Federal Government Shutdown Update; “Public Contracting Law:  A Look at Consent of Surety and its Implications”; Flood Hazard Mitigation-Executive Order; S-2/A=1171, Shared Services Amendments Weaken Management Reforms; FEMA Extends Flood Insurance Filing Deadline; Bank Correspondence about Affordable Housing Units and Refinancing NJLM; “Public Contracting Law:  A Look at Consent of Surety and its Implications”; “Understanding the Affordable Healthcare Act”; 16th Annual elected Officials Hall of Fame; 

b.
Comcast Information.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that some televisions will not be able to be viewed unless they have equipment that is supplied by Comcast.  

c.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce News              

d.
NJ DEP re:  RTMUA Main Treatment Plan Motor Control Center Replacement

e.
Jersey Cares re:  18th Annual Jersey Cares Coat Drive - Comm. O’Brien said     that the Knights of Columbus Council 3294 is also having a coat drive.  They   have been doing this for several years.  He also mentioned that he was contacted by the Jersey Energy Group.  Recent legislation has been passed that allows towns to be involved in energy aggregation for their communities.  This will be investigated further.  Attorney Cruz said that the City of Lambertville is going through this process so they may be a source of help.
CORRES-
Comm. Elbert wanted to know if there was any way to verify that United 
PONDENCE
Telephone does have less than 51% of the land lines and, as a result, are 
(Con’t)

asking that the Township no longer bill them for property taxes.  Comm. O’Brien said that they are not required to divulge that information.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that they would have to prove this in a tax appeal.  Attorney Cruz said he would check with Tax Attorney, Martin Allen, whether an inquiry has to be made to the BPU to retrieve that information or if that information would be part of the discovery in a tax appeal litigation.  A3393 addresses this and ii is still in Committee.  Mayor Mangin said that it is an outrage.  

Comm. Antosiewicz said that said that if the RTMUA were to be dissolved, its debt would have to be assumed by the Township.  They are asking for a $2.5 million loan.  They have been supplying some contributions from surplus to the Township over time. Now, they probably would not be giving any more contributions to the Township.  The sewer rates are going to increase by $14.00.  Mayor Mangin said that he was informed by RTMUA Administrator Bruce Miller that they need to replace the equipment because it is antiquated.  He wanted to know if the Township has any say in anything that is being done at the RTMUA.    
Comm. O’Brien asked about cell phone usage.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that he and his assistant did a review of the existing cell phone bill and the existing inventory and found that there are several phones that are not being used and still on the inventory list.   Also they are reviewing options for a new contract and what the  cost would be.  He was informed that if a reimbursement policy is implemented using personal cell phones for business, this will be recorded as taxable income.  The matter will be discussed at the next meeting.

NON

Minutes

CONSENT

AGENDA

Application for Membership in the Fire Company:


1)
Walter Zacek


2)
John McDermott

Deputy Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to approve the Applications for Membership in the Fire Company for Walter Zacek and John McDermott.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
NON

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

CONSENT 



Elbert – yes

AGENDA




Gilbert – yes

(Con’t)




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – recuse

Motion carried.

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 

      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:

Township Committee Minutes:
August 20, 2013 and September 3, 2013


Resolutions:
Resolution #13-172 – Memorializing Entering into an Agreement Between the



Township of Raritan and North Jersey Resource 



Conservation & Development
Resolution #13-173 – Award of Contract for Snow and Ice Control Through the



Hunterdon County Cooperative Purchasing to International



Salt Company
Resolution #13-174 – Refund of Sewer Charges from 2012 Tax Sale to the



Raritan Township Municipal Utilities Authority (RTMUA)


$12,198.85
Resolution #13-175 - Refund of Water Charges from 2012 Tax Sale to the



Borough of Flemington Water Department - $90.89

Resolution #13-176 – Refund of Partial 3rd Quarter and all of 4th Quarter Taxes


to James Rattigan – 100% Disabled Veteran
Resolution #13-177 – Confirming the Appointment of Acting Construction Code



Official – Peter Buchanan

Resolution #13-178 – Confirming the Appointment of Acting Fire Sub Code 



Official – Tom Lance

CONSENT
Resolution #13-181 – Reduction of Performance Guarantees for Toll Brothers/

AGENDA




Mountain View at Hunterdon FKA Hilltop, Phase I

(Con’t)
Resolution #13-182 – Escrow Refunds
Resolution #13-183 – Authorizing the Purchase of Two (2) Chevrolet Tahoe



Vehicles from Mall Chevrolet in the amount of $64,200.00

Attorney Cruz said that Resolution #13-178 will be amended to state that at the end of the second whereas paragraph and a semi-colon will be inserted after October 3, 2013 and “for a period of two weeks to October 17, 2013” will be deleted.  A third whereas clause will state “Whereas, the length of this appointment will be determined by mutual agreement between Thomas Lance and the Township and authorization from the Department of Community Affairs.  A period will be inserted and the clause “to October 17, 2013” will be deleted.  .
Mayor Mangin stated that Resolution #13-181 will be omitted from the Consent Agenda.

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.  
Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE

FLOOR

***
Barbara Sachau, Glenway Drive, said that the public is not allowed to sit in on             the contractual.  Now the Township passed resolutions regarding the union                   contracts.  The Committee has also introduced a salary ordinance.   



Adm. Pietrefesa said that anyone can come to a meeting and speak about any topic.  The ordinance is to set salary guidelines by law.  In order to comply with the provision of the contract, the Township must amend the salary ordinance.  The public has the right to comment.   The contracts are public information.
PRIVILEGE
Comm. Antosiewicz asked about holiday displays and public events.  Flemington 
OF THE

Borough has a tree lighting ceremony and he would like to see that for the Township 
FLOOR

as well.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township displays a tree and a menorah in the
(Con’t)

lobby.  
Resolution #13-179 - CLOSED SESSION:


            Contractual – Contract Negotiations – Teamster’s 

 Union Local 469; Supervisor’s Union; 

 Higher Level Supervisor’s Union;

 Raritan Junction LLC – Redevelopment of the





     Yale Property

 Health Insurance Benefits

 Litigation – Fornaciari - CEPA

Attorney Cruz said that the Committee has already addressed the Contractual issues in the Executive Session earlier that evening.  This resolution is going to be limited to the Litigation aspect.  He read Resolution #13-179 – Litigation – Fornaciari vs. Township of Raritan – CEPA Claim.
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-179.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Gilbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

CLOSED

The Committee Retired into Closed Session.

SESSION

OPEN

The Committee went back into Open Session.

SESSION
FURTHER


ACTION

 ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

 MENT


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.   


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.


Meeting adjourned at:      9:35 p.m.  







Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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