          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                  October 2, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on October 2, 2012 
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:25 p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard (Arrived at 8:15 p.m.) and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert E. Cruz.     
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


No one appeared.

Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  473,183.56

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality
- Mayor Elbert said that he attended an event at the Hunterdon Medical Center along with Comm. Antosiewicz and Comm. Hazard.  Governor Chris Christie was present to bring awareness to the State’s CEED Program which stands for Cancer Education and Early Detection.  It was very well attended and he said that it was an honor for Raritan Township to be hosting the Governor and his staff.  On October 7th the Flemington-Raritan First Aid and Rescue Squad is having a Just Run fund raiser.  It is a 5K Race.  He also mentioned that the National Guard will hold a Job Fair for Veterans on Wednesday, October 24, 2012 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The event will be sponsored by Assemblywoman Donna Simon.  



1)
Police Department – 2 Retirees



Mayor Elbert announced that there will be two officers that will retire from the Police Department.  Gary Bruer will retire on December 1, 2012 and Eugene Blessing will retire on January 1, 2013.  


2)
Johanna Foods Meeting



Mayor Elbert said he also attended a meeting with the Homeowners Associations of the various developments in the vicinity of Johanna Foods.  The meeting was also attended by Robert Faccina of Johanna Foods, their environmental engineer and an engineer that deals with wastewater treatment.  This meeting was in regard to the odor emanating from Johanna Foods.  Johanna Foods has a signed agreement in place to build a pre-reaction vessel in front of its lagoon with the hope that someday Johanna Foods would be able to eliminate the lagoon altogether.  It is basically a silo that is about 35 feet in diameter and about 40 feet high.   It has millions of things that look like rice checks.  They are 15 x 15 millimeters and coated with bacteria.  This promising innovation can eliminate up to 90% of the solids before the solids reach the lagoon.  The residents asked if they could set up a Town Hall Meeting with their engineer at the Township and wanted to know if they could use the courtroom.  Attorney Cruz said that the room can be made available for the residents to have a meeting.  It would not be a meeting of the Township Committee and the Township Committee could attend if they sat in the audience.  



REPORTS
Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon

(Con’t)
Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – Comm. Antosiewicz said he attended the County Leadership meeting kick off for the Hunterdon Chamber of Commerce Program.  He also attended the SWAC (Solid Waste Advisory Committee) Meeting at the County.  November 14, 2012 will be Recycle Day.  Perhaps someone from the DPW, Environmental Committee and the Green Team could be involved to 



disseminate information to the Township residents.  There are also multiple rail meetings going on.  The Green Team grant application for $20,000 for the charging stations at the Hunterdon Medical Center was denied.  Donna Drewes, Sustainable New Jersey, will be attending the Green Team Meeting to give guidance on how the Township could accelerate its point totals for Sustainable New Jersey.  


John King – Public Works – Comm. King said that the Public Works Department will be moving forward with the Meadowlark Lane project in one or two weeks, weather permitting.  He commended the Public Works Department on this effort.  


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health –  Comm. Mangin said that the benefit for Michael Abrams’ Family sponsored by the Fire Company was not well attended.  He thanked Comm. Antosiewicz and Mayor Elbert for asking the high school to advertise the benefit on their electronic sign.  At the last meeting of the Board of Health, in which he attended along with Mayor Elbert, a blight ordinance was proposed.  The Board of Health felt that the lack of maintenance of these abandoned properties were becoming a health hazard.  The Board agreed that the enforcement of the owners to comply could be done in a more favorable way rather than adopting an ordinance.  The Construction Office could perhaps enforce people to comply with the clean up of their property.  Former Construction Code Official Peter Ball, had the credentials to enforce the NJ State Housing Code which the Township has adopted.  The code contains very strict rules for maintaining properties.  The Mayor will inform Adm. Pietrefesa to meet with the Construction Office to expedite this matter.


He suggested that the Economic Development Ordinance for permit fees be discussed because it was scheduled for only one year.  Attorney Cruz mentioned that it seems to appear to be valid only until the end of the year.  


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard mentioned that the JP Case 5K Run will be held on October 14, 2012 at 9:30 a.m.   
UNFINISHED
RARITAN TOWNSHIP ENGINEER RE:  ANTICIPATED CHANGE ORDER

BUSINESS
FOR SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL – BARLEY SHEAF SIDEWALK EXTENSION – Acting Engineer, Tony Hajjar, reported that there will be a potential change order for the Safe Routes to School – Barley Sheaf Sidewalk Extension because of the concrete driveways have extended into the roadways. The driveways will have to be retrofitted.  He will apply to the NJ DOT for additional money.  The amount will stay within the budget because of the offset from other reductions.  Comm. King said that he will try to contact a representative of the NJ DOT to try to expedite this matter.  

 
HUNTERDON COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM RE:
 
SNYDER FARM – Mayor Elbert said that the Snyder Farm is about 50 acres and located on Barley Sheaf Road near Amwell Road.  This project has been in the works for farmland preservation for several years.  The development rights to the farm will be purchased by Hunterdon County, Raritan Township and the State of New Jersey.  The State will cover 60% of the funding, the County will cover 20% and the Township will cover 20% of the purchase price.  The farm will stay in the family in perpetuity and taxes will still be owed on the land.  The resolution will be corrected to state that the market value per acre is $15,800.00.  The Township’s share will be $3,160 per acre. The County Agricultural Board adopted a resolution on September 13, 2012 endorsing the farm.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
ADOPT-A-ROAD PROGRAM – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Don Hutchins of the Public Works Department drafted a policy for the Adopt-a-Road Program.  Some revisions were made and reviewed by Attorney Cruz and the Joint Insurance Fund.   Comm. King said that are few roads in the Township that are two miles in length.  He would like to see the application process placed on the website.  He felt this was a great idea.  Don Hutchins said that he will be visiting businesses to ask them to sign up.  There are many roads in need of clean up.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the requirement will be up to two miles and a minimum of one half mile.  The Public Works Department will make up the signs.  There is no cost to the Township.  The entire program is funded from the Clean Communities grant.  After a discussion, it was the consensus of the Committee to state that a section of a road could be adopted instead of placing a minimum of one half mile.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.  
NEW
LOCAL HISTORIAN’S COMMITTEE RE:  OLD SCHOOLHOUSE/

BUSINESS
CONSTRUCTION OFFICE FOR GARDEN HOMES 
***     Peter Kinsella, 78 Canterberry Circle, Chairman of the Local Historian’s Committee, was present to discuss the schoolhouse that is situated on the Garden Homes property.  Planning Board resolution 34-2006 stated that in Section #2A, the applicant shall preserve the small schoolhouse in the northwest corner of the site.  They are to restore the schoolhouse to a habitable condition and lease same to Raritan Historical Society for a nominal consideration for its operation and maintenance during the term of its lease.  His concern was that he would like to see the schoolhouse before Garden Homes moves on.  The agreement was that Garden Homes would use the schoolhouse as a construction office during the construction of Raritan Town Square.  At that time, it was good for the developer and great for the Township because the building was occupied and heated during the winter.   Mr. Kinsella is asking that the Committee support the historians.  The schoolhouse could be used as a museum or cultural center for the Township.  
Comm. Antosiewicz asked if the schoolhouse could be moved along River Road because of the historic nature of the area.  At some point, there may be a bike and pedestrian roadway on River Road and people would be able to stop and look at the schoolhouse.  He thought that the developer did agree to move the schoolhouse.  

***
Mr. Kinsella said that the 1854 schoolhouse is built over an original 1802 schoolhouse which was at the same location.  He felt that the structure should stay on this site.  If the developer is going to spend money to restore the schoolhouse, he would rather have the money go into the actual restoration of the house and not spend the money to move it.  

Comm. King wanted to know if it pays for the developer, Garden Homes, to fund Dave Houck’s transfer of that home to his property.  Mr. Houck is creating an historic village.  The schoolhouse could be rebuilt on that site.  It might have a better life on River Road with all the other historic structures.  

***
Mr. Kinsella mentioned that Dave Houck said it might make a great law office, however, he felt that the building might be too small for an office.  The building contains the old vestibule, all the old hooks are still on the wall and all the boards and shelving are still there.  The rest of the building has the original chair rails, trim and original windows.  There is a lot of character that could be restored.  The developer also might be able to continue to mow the law on that site. 

NEW 
Comm. Antosiewicz said that there would be more people that would see it on River 
BUSINESS
Road rather than on Route 31.

(Con’t)
***
Mr. Kinsella said he was not completely opposed to it being on River Road, however, not at this time.  He would like to get rolling on the reconstruction of the schoolhouse by the developer as soon as possible.  

Attorney Cruz said that the Planning Board Resolution does not contain any timing of this project, and, as Mr. Kinsella said, the applicant shall preserve the small schoolhouse in the northeast corner of the site, restore the schoolhouse to its habitable condition and lease same to the Raritan Township Historical Society for a nominal consideration for its operation and maintenance.  
***
Mr. Kinsella said that there are plans to use the schoolhouse for an educational building and a collection of old artifacts from other old schools.  The school closed down in 1949 and there are some people that attended the school and would like to be part of the restoration of it.  

Peter Kinsella mentioned that on October 13, 2012, there will be a Local Historian’s Walking Tour of Flemington at 9:30 a.m. beginning  at the corner of Main Street and Bloomfield Avenue.  The cost is $30 including lunch at Teaberry’s.  

***
Mr. Kinsella also mentioned that the honey farm will be developed with solar panels.  He would like to see some artifacts from the bee farm in the schoolhouse that people could view.  He said that the old logo of the Township could be restored and placed above the dais in the courtroom.  He will get estimates and inform the Committee.   
CONTRACT FOR LINE STRIPING THROUGH MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township is a member of the Morris County Cooperative Purchasing.  Money has been allocated in the budget for line striping.  The cost to the Township is 75 cents per linear foot for a total of 133,000 linear feet.  The contract was awarded to Denville Line Painting, Inc., of Rockaway, New Jersey.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.  
GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTION OF A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE NJ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR:

1)   EVERITTS ROAD, SECTION II, PHASE 3 PROJECT – Acting Engineer, Tony Hajjar, will apply for a Federal Grant for Everitts Road, Section II, Phase 3 Project.  This will be the last section.  Three sections have already been completed.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
NEW 
2)   DORY DILTS ROAD, SECTION II PROJECT – Acting Engineer, Tony 
BUSINESS
Hajjar, will apply for a Federal Grant for Dory Dilts Road, Section II Project.  A 
(Con’t)
resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #12-12
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED OF DEDICATION FOR BLOCK 63, LOT 78, AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (PIZZO PROPERTY)
Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public on Ordinance 
#12-12.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Vote:       5 – 0 – motion carried.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance #12-12 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

“Base Salary” Litigation Update; 2012 Conference Resolutions; League Information; Women in Government Breakfast; National Hunger Action Month; “Taking the Mystery out of Applying for Grants”; “The Fundamentals of Procurement Cards and Local Public contracts Law”; Memorial Service for Stuart R. Koenig, Esq; “Broadband and its Role in our Communities:  Preparing for a Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network; 

b.
Township of Clinton Ordinance re:  Land Use Regulations

CORRES-
c.
NJ DEP re:  January is Radon Action Month

PONDENCE
(Con’t)

d.
Hunterdon County Planning Board Reminder re:  Coffee with the County – October 4, 2012


Comm. Mangin said that Planner Sunyak reminded him that there is a Black River and Western Train Tour on Friday, October 5, 2012.  This is for the students of the Bloustein School who are studying River Road.  Attorney Cruz said that only two committeemen should go.  Comm. Antosiewicz and Comm. King will attend.    
      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:
1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
September 4, 2012

2)
Executive Session Meeting Minutes:  March 13th; April 3rd; April 24th; 

June 7th; June 19th; July 10th; July 17th; August 21st; September 4th 

Resolutions:

Resolution #12-176 – Refund of Sewer Charges from 2011 Tax Sale to the



Raritan Township Municipal Utilities Authority (RTMUA)


$11,407.25
Resolution #12-177 – Refund of Water Charges from 2011 Tax Sale to the



Borough of Flemington Water Department - $130.81

Resolution #12-178 – Escrow Refunds
Resolution #12-179 – Appointment of Substitute Crossing Guard for 2012/2013
Resolution #12-180 – Authorization for the Adoption of a Policy and Agreement



Manual for the Adopt-a-Road Program
Resolution #12-181 – Award of Contract #36 to Denville Line Painting, Inc. 



for Line Striping through Morris County Cooperative



Purchasing

CONSENT
Resolution #12-182 – Grant Application and Execution of a Grant Agreement 

AGENDA




with the NJ Department of Transportation for Everitts 
(Con’t)




Road, Section II, Phase 3  Project
Resolution #12-183 – Grant Application and Execution of a Grant Agreement



with the NJ Department of Transportation for Dory Dilts



Road, Section II Project
Resolution #12-185 – Authorizing Raritan Township’s Share for the Purchase

of the Snyder Farm for Hunterdon County Farmland Preservation Program
Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Hazard – yes

King – yes

Mangin – yes

Elbert - yes




Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE

FLOOR

***
Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said that the 1st 5K                  Run will be held on October 7, 2012 at Deer Path YMCA at 9:00 a.m.  This is              the first annual.  Information could be obtained on the Raritan Township First              Aid and Rescue Squad’s website.  



***
Mary Salissolio, 12 Hickory Trail, said that on May 4, 2010 she spoke at a                    Township Committee regarding severe bamboo plants that were encroaching                on her property.  This has been an ongoing nuisance for several years.  She                   requested that the Township adopt an ordinance prohibiting the planting of                   these types of plants which will prevent such invasive growth.  The cost for the             removal of the bamboo is approximately $20,000 because it requires extensive             property excavation in order to properly remove the above and underground                 growth.  There are shoots that are now coming out of her concrete driveway.                 The strength of the bamboo can cause the underground roots to force their way             through cement blocks.  She was worried that there could be damage to the                   
PRIVILEGE
       septic system and gas lines.  Because of the bamboo, the view out of her  
OF THE                      driveway is blocked.  She has to pull her car out onto Hickory Trail which is    
FLOOR
                   very dangerous.  Also the sale of her property will be negatively affected due   
(Con’t)                         to this bamboo, according to a report that was done by a local real estate agent.            She felt that as a taxpayer in the community she is hoping that the Committee               will take her request seriously this time.  She distributed pictures and an                        ordinance adopted by the Township of Brick, County of Ocean, concerning                   invasive plants.   She wanted to know how the Township will address her                     concerns.  



Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was discussed previously and the concern was that even if the Township adopts an ordinance, it would not be retroactive.  He was not sure how adopting an ordinance could assist Ms. Salissolio.

***
Ms. Salissolio said that she has spoken with her neighbor to no avail.  She had no idea what was involved in removing the bamboo.  It is all over her property from the neighbor.  No pesticide could kill bamboo, it must be excavated out.
Comm. King suggested that the Township Committee and the Attorney review the sample ordinance from Brick Township.  He said that the Administrator is correct about not being to adopt an ordinance retroactively.  




Resolution #12-184 – CLOSED SESSION:






 Contract Negotiations – CWA White Collar







 Union Local 1040; PBA Local 337; Supervisor’s







 Union; Higher Level Supervisor’s Union; 







 Teamster’s Union Local 469;







 Personnel – Tax Collector

    



Resolution #12-184 was not adopted.

OPEN 
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to go into Open Session.

SESSION


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.    


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:   9:28 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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