          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                  September 4, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on September 4, 2012 at
the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert E. Cruz.       
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  12,264,926.33
ISSUES

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality – No report.



Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – No report.



John King – Public Works – Comm. King said that the County is moving forward with the alterations to the Wescott Drive and Route 612 (Sand Hill Road) intersection near the Hunterdon Medical Center.  This is also the issue that is holding the Briteside Adult Center sewer connection.  Attorney Cruz said that the last time he spoke with Leo Santowasso which was about one month ago, this still did not happen.  Mr. Santowasso was asking his client to proceed because he understood that the next step for the Township would be to issue summonses.  


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – No report.


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard said that the Stair Climb will be held at the Hunterdon Medical Center parking deck on Sunday, September 9, 2012 at 8:00 a.m. 
UNFINISHED
FIRST AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP
BUSINESS
OF RARITAN AND THE RARITAN HILLS CORPORATION – Mayor Elbert remarked that this was carried over from the last meeting because of the possibility of utilizing the house on the property.  He said that it would be a very big step to keep the house.  The matter would have to go back to the Planning Board and the process would have to start over.  Comm. Mangin recused himself from the discussion because the applicant is donating a piece of property to the Raritan Township Fire Company.


Attorney Cruz said that as part of the original subdivision application that was approved years ago, a condition of the Planning Board was that a piece of property be donated to the Township for the purposes of a fire station.  The applicant is now going for final site plan approval with the matter to be heard on September 12, 2012.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that it seemed a shame to tear down the house and not be able to use it for a community center or give it to one of the non-profit groups that support the Township.  Attorney Cruz said that this application was granted by the Planning Board for the citing of a pump station.  The matter before the Planning Board next week is for final approval for the subdivision.  
UNFINISHED
When this matter came before the Planning Board back in 2009, the proposal was that 
BUSINESS
the house would be torn down and the Planning Board accepted that proposal.  At this 
(Con’t)
point, if the house were to be town down and cited someplace on the property, the applicant or the Township would have to go back to the Planning Board and ask for an amendment to that site plan for the pump station.  In addition to that, the owner of the property which is still Raritan Hills Corporation, has given an easement to the New Jersey American Water Company based upon the Planning Board approval.  The reason the easement was granted prior to the Township taking title to that property is because it is much simpler for a private owner to grant an easement to a water company than it is for a municipality to grant the very same easement.  There would now have to be some sort of application made to change the site plan for the pump station.  The American Water Company would have to agree to that change and it would take some discussion and negotiation with both of those entities, namely Raritan Hills Corporation and the NJ American Water Company, to get them to agree to relocate the pump station and leave the house where it is.  The status of this has not changed in 2 ½ years.  Mayor Elbert said that when former Township Engineer Fred Coppola was working on this issue, he did not want the pump station built in any other location because he did not want to disturb the trees.  There was also a question about how the water company would feel to have the pump station located next to a residential building.  They would prefer the pump station to stand on its own in order to monitor it more carefully.  Comm. Hazard said that the Township should not go back and change everything at this point.    


Attorney Cruz said that the matter before the Township Committee is an amendment to the original agreement and is really to change three very technical items; one is to change the size of the pump station and make it larger; two is that the Planning Board required that the developer maintain the Dvoor property even after it was conveyed to the Township.  This amendment will memorialize that Raritan Hills Corporation or its successor will maintain the Dvoor property after it is conveyed to the Township. This lessens the strain on the Department of Public Works to have to maintain another property with its scarce resources.  Comm. King said that the matter should move forward with the amendment.  Attorney Cruz said that there is a resolution listed on the Consent Agenda.


RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE APPOINTMENT OF FIRE OFFICIAL DREW KINTZEL FOR ONE MONTH



Adm. Pietrefesa asked that the Committee extend the appointment of Fire Official Drew Kintzel because the Fire Marshall will not be back.  It would be the same term at the last resolution which was through the next Township Committee.  Attorney Cruz said that the resolution would be added to the Consent Agenda under Item #12’g” – Resolution #12-163.  
UNFINISHED
Motion was made by Comm. King to add Resolution #12-163 to the Consent Agenda 
BUSINESS
and also to discuss matter under New Business.  It was seconded by Comm. Mangin.

(Con’t)


Vote:   5 – 0 motion carried.



Adm. Pietrefesa said that because of the unknown time period that the Fire Marshal might be out of work, it is putting a great strain on the only one paid employee that is in the office.  Mr. Kintzel has received assistance from two volunteers to help out in the office, however, they are no longer going to be able to help him because of their other duties. Adm. Pietrefesa asked permission to hire someone as an inspector on a temporary basis just to assist the Acting Fire Marshal.  It was the consensus of the Committee to hire someone on a temporary basis until the Fire Marshal returns.  
 NEW
RESIGNATIONS:
 BUSINESS

1)
Diane Giaquinto, Tax Collector



2)
Amy Sutton from the Green Team



Adm. Pietrefesa said that he advertised for the position of Tax Collector with four different organizations.  The ads were placed on the League Website, the NJ Municipal Managers Website, the Government Finance Office Website and the Tax Collectors and Treasurers Website.  He felt these sources were the best for this type of position.  Ms. Giaquinto’s last day will be on Friday, September 21, 2012.  There will be a tax sale on Thursday, September 20, 2012.  He will have more information at the next meeting.  The Township might have to hire someone on a temporary basis because there needs to be a Certified Tax Collector on hand after the Tax Sale to do certain things.  Mayor Elbert said he spoke to Diane Giaquinto and asked her if she could stay on part time.  She has been a great employee and is not going to be employed by anyone else.  It is personal decision.
Adm. Pietrefesa said that Amy Sutton has resigned from the Green Team.  A resume was distributed from someone interested in the appointment.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that the candidate interested in the appointment is the most qualified he has ever seen for a Green Team.  It was the consensus of the Committee to appoint Michael E. Degen to the Green Team.  

Motion was made by Comm. King to appoint Michael E. Degen to the Green Team and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Attorney Cruz said that this was a motion to appoint Michael E. Degen to the Green Team.  There will be a resolution to ratify and confirm the appointment at the next meeting.

NEW

CANCELLATION OF UNCOLLECTIBLE TAXES
BUSINESS

  
1)  Unknown Owner, Block 41, Lot 39.01 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that it came
(Con’t)

to the attention of the Tax Assessor that there was a lot that was on the tax sale list.  Unfortunately, the Tax Assessor did not have a record of who the owner was supposed to be.  Without knowing who the owner is and because taxes were billed in 2011 and now listed on the tax sale, the Township would automatically get the lien.  The taxes are only $91.00 for 2012 and $90.00 for 2011 plus interest.  The Township would rather not take the lien on this property and he asked that the Committee grant the cancellation of the taxes and also for 2011 tax sale.  If the Township finds out who the owner is, that person will be billed for taxes for 2012.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.




2)
Anthony Porzilli, Block 72.22, Lot 5.06 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this person is qualified for a Disabled Veteran exemption.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #12-12

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF A DEED OF DEDICATION FOR BLOCK 63, LOT 78 AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Attorney Cruz said that this is the Pizzo property adjacent to Lenape Park.  At the end of last year, the owner of the property had made an offer to the Township to donate this land.  The Township undertook some due diligence to satisfy itself that there were no environmental concerns and that the title to the property was good.  Attorney Cruz spoke with the owner that day and they were still willing to donate the property.  The next step is to bring the matter to a closing and Ordinance #12-12 starts that process.  The ordinance authorizes the Township to accept that dedication and authorizes the  administrator and the attorney to close on the property.  He mentioned that there were three tax liens on the property that were paid in full but had not been discharged.    Attorney Cruz asked the Tax Collector prepare those discharges.  He will be able to clear these items prior to closing.
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-12 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of October 2, 2012 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

ORDINANCES     Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

(Con’t)
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes



Hazard – yes



King – yes



Mangin – yes



Elbert – yes

Motion carried.


Comm. King remarked that Hunterdon County signed agreements with the Ewings.  It is now in the process of being purchased as open space.       
CORRES-            a.          League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Accident Victims Privacy Protections (S-199/A-789); Appointments of Unemployed Federal Firefighters to Local Fire Departments (S-965/A-2375); Upcoming Sustainable Jersey Webinar and Workshop; Trial Court Decision in Gannett v. Raritan; Updated Guidance on Affordable Housing Trust Fund Dollars; “Broadband and its Role in our communities: Preparing for a Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network”; “The Fundamentals of Procurement Cards and Local Public Contracts Law”;  Ethics, Conflicts of Interest and the Open Public Records Act (OPRA); Hiring our Heroes – Mega Job Fair; Division of Local Government Services Web Site; Best Practices Checklist Issued; 2012 League Conference Resolutions; A-2586/S-1534, Exempts Private Institutions of Higher Education from MLUL Requirements; League Supports A-2681 and opposes A-2405/S1651 Concerning the Status of Limitations on Civil Actions for Sexual Abuse; Update on Affordable Housing Trust Funds; “Broadband and its Role in Our Communities: Preparing for a Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network; 

b.
JCP&L Public Hearing re:  September 27, 2012

c.
NJ Transit Public Hearing Notice

d.
NJ DEP re:  Sign-Up to Reduce Air Pollution in Your Town

e.
Township of Clinton Ordinance  re:  Township Code (On File in the Clerk’s

Office)

f.
Flemington-Raritan First Aid & Rescue Squad re:  Family Fun Run/Walk and

Race on October 7, 2012

CORRES-

g.
Delaware Township Proposed 2012 Reexamination Report – Master Plan (On

PONDENCE

File in the Clerk’s Office)

(Con’t)
h.
NJ DCA Seminar re:  “NJ Pensions Eligibility and the Common Misconceptions” – October 9, 2012

i.
Township of Hopewell Resolution Opposing A-323/S-2074 – Permitting Owners of Preserved Farmland to Hold “Special Occasion Events” 

j.
Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity re:  Building of Homes 

k.
Thank You Letter from Prosecutor Anthony P. Kearns and Sheriff Frederick Brown for National Night Out 2012

l.
Raritan Township Fire Company re:  2nd Annual 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb

m.
NJ Department of Law and Public Safety re:  Approval of Emergency Operations Plan

Comments:

Comm. Antosiewicz said that Delaware Township is now looking at unkept properties and is considering fines as a general way to have the owners clean them up.  Mayor Elbert said that he will be attending the next Board of Health to discuss this possibility.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township has adopted the State Housing Code, however, one must be certified to be a housing inspector.  Former Construction Code Official Peter Ball was certified to do those types of inspections.  The Township, at the present time, has only one part time inspector that is certified, however, it is difficult to do this only working part time.  
CONSENT 
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
August 7, 2012

CONSENT
Resolutions:

AGENDA

(Con’t)

Resolution  #12-140 – Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign the



 Amended Agreement with Raritan Hills



 Corporation for Hilltop

Resolution #12-157 – Tax Refunds
Resolution #12-159 – Cancellation of Uncollectible Taxes – Block 41,




Lot 39.01


Resolution #12-160 – Cancellation of Uncollectible Taxes – Block 72.22,
Lot 5.06 

Resolution #12-161 – Refund of DVD to Lanza and Lanza - $22.00
Resolution #12-162 – Escrow Refund

Resolution #12-163 – Extending the Appointment of Acting Fire Official Drew 




Kintzel
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Item 12”a” – Resolution #12-140 – Authorization the Mayor and Clerk to Sign the Amended Agreement with Raritan Hills Corporation for Hilltop and to add Resolution #12-163 – Extending the Appointment of Acting Fire Official Drew Kintzel.  
Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution  #12-140 – Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign the



 Amended Agreement with Raritan Hills



 Corporation for Hilltop

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-140.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. King.

CONSENT
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – no

AGENDA




Hazard – yes

(Con’t)




King – yes




Mangin – recuse




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE

FLOOR

***
Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said that the     volunteers from the Office of Emergency Management are helping out in the Fire Marshal’s Office.  The volunteers must keep up with their certifications.  Acting Fire Official Drew Kintzel has done an awesome job filling in for the Fire Marshal.  He is also very helpful in the Office of Emergency Management. There is a well site on Sun Ridge Drive & Hart Boulevard.  He said that if the pump station should need to be expanded, this could be a possibility.  

Mayor Elbert wanted to know what was involved with the certifications for the volunteers. 

***
Mr. Veneziale said he was not sure, however, there are certain meetings they have to attend and continue their certification classes.  
Comm. Hazard asked about the FEMA money.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the final payment was received.  That money was classified as miscellaneous revenue to be determined at a later date because the funds were spent last year.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked if Mr. Veneziale has heard from the Red Cross.  
***
Mr. Veneziale said he did not.  The Salvation Army is participating in the         sheltering program.  He will follow up on this matter.  He would like to see two defibrillators placed in the Municipal Building in case of an emergency.  The reason for two is that the gate is sometimes closed occasionally for court sessions.  There would also be one placed in the Public Works Building.  The defibrillators are being checked to make sure they are up to date.  There also needs to be a CPR Program that employees need to be trained for.  Adm. Pietrefesa congratulated Acting Fire Official Drew Kintzel on the birth of his baby boy.

Resolution #12-158 was amended earlier in the meeting to add Teamster’s Union Local 469 and Supervisor’s Union and Higher Level Supervisor’s Union.
Resolution #12-158 – CLOSED SESSION:

Contractual Union Negotiations – CWA White Collar Union                          Local 1040;  PBA Local 337; Supervisor’s Union;                       Higher Level Supervisor’s Union; Teamster’s                             Union Local 469

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-158.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.
OPEN

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to go into Open Session.

SESSION




Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.




Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm.  Hazard and seconded by Comm.  Antosiewicz.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:   8:58 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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