		Township Committee Minutes
		September 16, 20914


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on September 16, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Karen Gilbert.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa, Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz and Board of Adjustment Attorney Jonathan Drill.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

	RARITAN ESTATES PERFORMANCE BOND (STICKEL PROPERTIES)

		Attorney Drill stepped in for Township Attorney Cruz because of a conflict of interest.  Attorney Cruz stepped down from the dais and did not participate in any discussions.

	Mayor O’Brien said that there was a discussion earlier at the Special Meeting and in
	Closed Session.  A settlement agreement has been reached in which the Township
	Will repair the trails or the engineer will go out to bid.  This will most likely be done
	in the spring and summer of 2015.  

	***	Attorney Drill said that there were proposed resolutions holding Stickel Properties in default of their agreements.  Resolution #14-160 and Resolution #14-164 will not be adopted.  The matter will be scheduled for the Township Committee Meeting of October 21, 2014.  Between now and then, Attorney Drill is going to enter into a draft of a written settlement agreement between the Township of Raritan and Stickel Properties indicating when the payment is going to be made.  On October 21st, a resolution will be up for adoption to authorize the Township to sign the settlement agreement after the document is signed by Stickel Properties.  After the agreement is signed, Stickel Properties will make the payment to the Township.    


	Mayor O’Brien opened the meeting to the public.

	***	Tom O’Brien, 12 Woznicki Court, wanted to know how the Township can  sign an agreement on October 21st when the groundwork hasn’t even been laid out yet or not knowing how much the project will cost.    

	Mayor O’Brien said that there are estimates from the Township Engineer on how
	much the project will cost.  

	***	Jennifer Mohamed, 16 Rolin’s Mill Road, wanted to know if the settlement with Stickel Properties will cover all the costs of the repairs.   

	Mayor O’Brien said that the settlement cost is right in line with the cost of the
	project.  The engineer is comfortable with the scope of the work.  The intent is to try
	to pave as much of the area between Old Clinton Road and Demott Road.  This is the 
	critical area.  If enough money is left over, the entire trail will be completed.  

	***	Ronald Garutti, 17 Rolin’s Mill Road, said that patches and repairs were made last year that had no effect.  He wanted to know what will be different this year.

		Mayor O’Brien said that those repairs were not done by the Township.  This project
		will be contracted out and will be under the supervision of the engineer.  The goal is
		to repair the troubled areas.

	***	John Sarinick, 3 Rolin’s Mill Road, wanted to know if the scope of work included the foundation and the drainage issues.  He wanted to know if the trail will be repaired structurally.  

	Eng. Hajjar said that the drainage will be repaired.  The water runoff will be diverted
	on to the grass with swales.    

	***	Juliana Drinane, 22 Rolin’s Mill Road, wanted to know if the actual price is higher than what the settlement is, she wanted to know how it will be handled.  

		Mayor O’Brien said that the extra money will be allocated from the budget. Mayor 
		O’Brien closed the meeting to the public.   










	FLEMINGTON-RARITAN FIRST AID AND RESCUE SQUAD – CHRIS
	PHELAN

	***	Christopher Phelan, President of the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad, said that the Rescue Squad is experiencing a continually high volume of calls. As of the six-month period ending June, 2014, the amount of calls were around 1,300.  According to the projection, the calls will exceed those of last year which were 2,700, which includes 2/3rd coming from the Township.  The building project has been reviewed once again.  They continue to operate out of multiple temporary structures and have outgrown their meeting, training and storage space.  Mr. Phelan mentioned that a Raritan Township family has left a rather large bequest to the Rescue Squad particularly towards the building endeavor.  Their hope is to go into Phase II.   He wanted the Committee to consider the purchase of a new ambulance.  The last capital purchase for an ambulance was back in 2004.  This ambulance is still in service.  There was also the purchase of a rescue truck two years ago which replaced a 1976 rescue vehicle.  There will be a fund raiser on October 17, 2014 at Hunterdon Central High School.  He thanked the Committee for their continued support.

	Comm. Elbert thanked the entire Rescue Squad for all their hard work.

	JCP&L UPDATE – JOHN ANDERSON

	***	John Anderson, JCP&L, gave a brief update on JCP&L.  So far in 2014, the critical facility’s data base is up and running.  An inventory was done based on BPU criteria of critical facility’s such as Fire Departments, Rescue Squads and Municipal Buildings.  Data was collected on each of these.  It is part of their outage management system.  If a major storm should come through now, JCP&L would be able to provide a list of the critical facilities that are out and it would allow JCP&L to focus their energy on those facilities and would be able to come up with estimated times of restoration (ETR).  This information will be included on the web site.  Another significant issue was the road closings and openings.  JCP&L has created a process to make sure that road closings and openings have the highest priority.  The crews are going to get out to the roads and clear them as quickly as possible so that emergency vehicles could get through.  








	JCP&L UPDATE: (Con’t)

	Mayor O’Brien wanted to know if there is any kind of ETR model for the roads
	especially at the north end of the Township where there are many old trees that could
	come down in a storm.  

	***	Mr. Anderson said that this will be driven by the County OEM.  The major priorities are clearing the State roads, then the County roads and then the local roads.  They will have all the roads open as quickly as possible.  

		Comm. Mangin asked if the plan includes a cut and run.  He was on the fire truck on Old Croton Road in the storm and there were many trees and wires down.    The fire truck can cut trees down quickly that are in the way, however, they will not cross live power lines.    

	***	Mr. Anderson said that it is exactly the cut and run process.  He emphasized that the roads would be open in a few hours for emergency vehicles to get through.  The Vegetation Management Group must control the right-of-ways and make sure they are clear.  Mr. Anderson alerted everyone about a Green Dot Scam going on.  People are posing as utility workers and are telling them that their electricity will be shut off if they don’t pay their bill with a debit card.  The scam artists are telling people that their account is past due.  This s actually happened to a resident in Raritan Township.  He spoke with the Police Department to alert them of this possibility.  He urged everyone that if they receive a call like that, to call the police or JCP&L.  

		Comm. Antosiewicz asked about an alternate sub-station that is going to be built in Lambertville in order to re-route power.  

	***	Mr. Anderson said that JCP&L received approval to expand the Rocktown Sub-Station which is outside of Lambertville.  It is a significant upgrade for Hunterdon County.  This will get a new source of power to the southern part of the County and will allow JCP&L to re-route power as needed.  Construction will begin next month and be completed in mid to late 2015.










PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

	***	Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that she is upset about the closing of Hinkly Road.  Regarding the Watkinson Farm Lease, she felt that $50.00 per year probably doesn’t cover the legal cost of writing a contract.

	Mayor O’Brien said that the property will be maintained by Mr. Watkinson and is a  
	benefit to the Township.

FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  260,417.16  
ISSUES
		Mayor O’Brien asked about Check #24770 payable to the County.  These fees are for County inspections.

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.  

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.
 
REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

   Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel – No report.

Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development – Comm. Mangin said that the RTMUA meets on Thursday and hopes that the RTMUA will have a capacity of sewer allocation for the Ingerman Group.  









REPORTS: (Con’t)

Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians
Committee – No report.

Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
Parks & Recreation – No report.

Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality – Comm. Elbert said that the Fire Company had the Stair Climb this past Sunday.  It was very successful.  They raised about $2,000 - $3,000 for charity.  Comm. Elbert also mentioned that Officer Ryan Berry has completed his probationary period.   
	
		Adm. Pietrefesa said that he received specifications for the Fire Truck, however, he has several questions on what is being proposed. 		

	UNFINISHED	WEBSITE STATUS – Mayor O’Brien said that the website has been up and
BUSINESS	running for the past two weeks.  It will be very helpful to disseminate information to the residents.

MAINTENANCE OF ABANDONED AND FORECLOSED PROPERTIES – Planner Sunyak said that her memo dated September 11, 2014 provided a summary of the conditions and some recommendations for properties that are abandoned or foreclosed.  Planner Sunyak said she has no authorization to enter a property for a field inspection.  She suggested a system that would help to eliminate the duplication of efforts amongst the departments.  She provided a sample letter that would be distributed to the various departments identifying what the concerns are.  The memo will include a brief summary of property violations and photographs.  This should help streamline the process and get the items corrected as quickly as possible.  The Township does not have an ordinance in place at this time to regulate residential property maintenance violations.  That would be the next step.  The Planning and Zoning Department is in the process of reviewing the NJ Senate Ordinance #1229 as well as other municipal ordinances as examples to help deal with this process.  She also provided a sample memo of what could be distributed to the various departments.  Attached to that is a sample property violations profile that summarizes the concerns of the site.  There are seventeen homes that the Zoning Department is tracking.  These properties will be tracked in the format that Planner Sunyak explained.  Comm. Mangin said that Planner Sunyak did a great job.  This matter will be further discussed at the meeting of October 7, 2014.






ROUTE 12 ACCESS FOR UBEL PROPERTY RE:  CONVENIENCE STORE 

***      Robert Clerico, Van Cleef Engineering, representing the Ubel property owner, said that this property is located on the corner of Route 12 and Hinkly Road.  The highway through the Township has two different access level classifications.  The lower section from the circle to Dayton Road in classified as Access Level #4.  Through the rest of the Township on Route 12 is classified as Access Level #2.  NJ DOT will not permit a property owner from gaining access to a State Highway if there is an alternative access road.  Old Hill Road is located at the back of the property and is 12 feet wide and partially abandoned.  He said that he had some discussions with NJ DOT about development on the Ubel property and NJ DOT will not provide any form of access from the State Highway because there is a road that can be accessed in the back of the property.  He would like written support from the Township to re-classify the access area.  The request to the State must be supported by the municipality.  Mr. Clerico suggested that the access level to be changed is between Hinkly and Plum Brook Roads.  

	Engineer Hajjar suggested to have a pre-application meeting to discuss the access level change.  He proposed that the change should be between Dayton Road and Plum Brook Road.  This meeting would be for informational purposes only.  He requested that he, Planner Sunyak and Eng. Robert Clerico be present at the meeting with NJ DOT.  Comm. Elbert was concerned that the traffic would slow down on Route 12 if the access level is changed.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that if the access level is changed on Route 12, will this affect the Master Plan for that area.  This access could then be used for different types of zoning rather than what it may be zoned for now.  Planner Sunyak said that one of the things in the application process is a list of the projects of the developments that have been filed and received approval from either the Planning Board or the Board of Adjustment.  In this way, it can be determined which sites have development potential and which sites are residential.  It may be that a good majority are already built upon and would not be affected by the change.  

***      Mr. Clerico said that his client would be willing to place funds in escrow for the Traffic Consultant to attend the meeting with NJ DOT.  

	It was the consensus of the Committee to move forward with the pre-application meeting with NJ DOT and have developer post funds in escrow.      








AWARD OF BID FOR FARM LEASE RE:  WATKINSON FARM – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Requests for Proposals were advertised in the newspaper.  This is for a 4-acre portion of Block 5, Lot 17.13.  It is basically in the right-of-way of Public Service Electric & Gas power lines.  The Committee authorized the bid for a three-year period which included a CPI increase each year.  One person bid on the lease namely William Thomas Watkinson.  This will be at $50.00 per year.  Normally the Township requires Worker’s Comp Insurance, however, he does not have any employees and does not have this coverage.  The Township waived this provision last year and Mr. Watkinson would like the Township to waive it again.  He provided a certificate of liability insurance.  Adm. Pietrefesa recommended the three-year lease be awarded to Mr. William Thomas Watkinson.   There are no walking trails on this portion of the property. A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

LAND SALE ON PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE (MAGNA POWER) – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Attorney Cruz drafted an ordinance for the Committee’s review.  Eng. Hajjar informed him that there are three adjacent property owners; NJ DOT, the railroad and Magna Power.  The Township could go out to bid for these three contiguous property owners by private sale.  This is the purpose of the ordinance.   The Tax Assessor had to assign a new block and lot number because this is a brand new parcel.  The second issue is that the State Code requires that the sale of the property be not less than the assessed value.  The Tax Assessor has given the assessed value of approximately $15,000 which will be added in the ordinance.  There is no water and sewer on this property.  Adm. Pietrefesa asked Attorney Cruz that the ordinance states that the notice to bidders shall be issued no later than 10 days after adoption of the ordinance.  He wanted clarification as to whether it was 10 days after adoption or 10 days after the publication of the adoption.  Attorney Cruz will check and report back to the Committee.  

DAYTON ROAD SIGNAGE – Eng. Hajjar said that several trucks have been stuck at the train trestle on Dayton Road and it is very hard for the large trucks to turn around.  There have been several times that the truck drivers have turned and try to turn around on Dayton Road.  Several lawns have been damaged because the trucks don’t have enough room to turn and go on the property of the residents.  There are currently three signs on Dayton Road indicating the clearance of the trestle.  He also discussed this matter with the Police Department and the excuse from the truckers is that the GPS sent them to that roadway.  He proposed that the sign on Route 523 which is 30” x 30” be enlarged to 36” x 36”.  He will also place an extra sign on Providence Drive.  There will be two new signs indicating the height of the trestle.  Eng. Hajjar said that if weight limits are put on Dayton Road, NJ DOT would have to approve this and an ordinance.    





WEST AMWELL SHARED SERVICES – Mayor O’Brien said that there is a resolution for adoption later in the meeting to extend the contract with West Amwell for sixty days.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.		

NEW 	STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT FOR HUNTERDON STORAGE, INC
BUSINESS	Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a settlement on tax appeals from the years 2010 to 2014 on Block 63.01, Lot 12.  This provides a decrease in the assessment only for 2011 through 2014.  In those assessments, the land value is not being changed, only the value of the improvements.  The agreement would provide the property owner with a $54,000 refund.  The property owner is waiving the interest on the refund and he will withdraw the tax appeal from 2010.  In 2015, the Township will receive approximately $8,600.00 in credits from Hunterdon County from their portion of the settlement agreement.  This will settle five years of tax appeals and Adm. Pietrefesa, Tax Assessor and Tax Attorney are recommending that the Township Committee accept the settlement.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

	RETURN OF STREET OPENING PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE – TOBY
	BARKMAN EXCAVATING, INC., BLOCK 5, LOT 17.03 – Eng. Hajjar said that this is a Street Opening Bond to connect to the storm sewer from the sump pump.  Inspections were done and the work has been completed.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
 
	 RELEASE OF CASH PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE – HOTZ DEVELOPMENT & CONSTRUCTION-CHASE BANK BRANCH PROJECT, ROUTE 31 – Eng. Hajjar said that the work has been completed.  A resolution was  adopted later in the meeting.

		CEDAR GROVE SHOPPING CENTER (NASSAU PARK) RE:  ACCEPTANCE OF SCOPE OF WORK AND RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND – Attorney Cruz said a takeover agreement was entered into with the developer’s bonding company.  The work was completed and has been inspected.  The bonding company asked that the town accept the work and release the Performance Bond.  There is a cash portion of the bond that will be transferred to the Township’s General Fund.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

	RETURN OF SOLICITOR BOND TO POINTE PEST CONTROL – Clerk
	Sollena said that a bond was posted in the amount of $500.00 from Pointe Pest
	Control who has informed the Clerk that they are no longer doing business in Raritan
	Township.  It was her recommendation that the bond be released.  A resolution was
	adopted later in the meeting.





ORDINANCES:			ORDINANCE #14.09

AN ORDINANCE RENAMING A PORTION OF HINKLY ROAD BETWEEN ROUTE 12 AND THE GATE; 690 FEET NORTH FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH TIFFANY DRIVE, LOCATED IN THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN TO GEORGES PLACE. 

		Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #14-09 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

		Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.

CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE	            Important Conference Sessions Ethics; “New and Old Tools to Deal with                                                       
		Abandoned Properties Seminar; “Personnel Manuals and Policies Primer Seminar”; Legislature to Return, Looking Ahead; COAH Takes Action Regarding Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Funds; Invitation to D.A.R.E. Future of New Jersey Gala; A Decade of Progress – 14th Annual NJAFM Conference – October 14 – 16, 2014; NJ League of Municipalities session on the FEMA Community Rating System; Great Seminar Series Helps Municipal Officials Find Funding to Meet Their Needs;   League Delegates Luncheon; Registration for Women in Government Breakfast; National Preparedness Month Reminder; “Inappropriate Behavior in the Workplace:  How to Prevent and Mitigate Sexual Harassment and Other Forms of Discrimination”; Prepping for Labor Negotiations:  Who Needs to be Involved, What’s Negotiable and the Expected Costs; League Provides a Library of Sample Ordinance3s and Shared Service Agreements; Red Tape Review Commission Public Hearing – Tuesday, September 30, 2014; 





CORRESPONDENCE: (Con’t)

b.	NJ Department of Transportation Improvement on Southbound Route 31, Wescott Drive to Walter Foran Boulevard re:  Bottleneck Elimination – Adm. Pietrefesa said that NJ DOT has changed the location to the Police Building.

***	Charles Henry, Project Manager with NJ Department of Transportation, provided a status update and overview for the Route 31 Southbound Bottleneck Elimination.  The current status of the project is that it is in concept development stage.  The goal is to eliminate the bottleneck on the southbound side of Route 31 from Wescott Drive to Walter Foran Boulevard.  This will include an eight-foot shoulder and a sidewalk along the stretch.  He anticipates to commence in the spring of 2015.   There will be a public information meeting on Monday, September 29, 2014 at the Raritan Township Police Building.   NJ DOT will do a mailing to the adjacent property owners in the area.  

Attorney Cruz asked if there would be any acquisition of property by 
NJ DOT.

***	Mr. Henry said there will be a small piece of property that would have to be acquired near Minneakoning Road.   The frontage of the properties along Route 31 will not be changed.  

Mayor O’Brien asked if this was part of a larger project.  Will there be an extension to the Flemington Circle and make Route 31 two lanes in each direction.  He also asked about the status of the Route 31 By-Pass.

***	There are several break out sections on Route 31 that will be completed in the future.  He did not know about the status of the Route 31 By-Pass.

c.	Township of Readington Ordinance re:  Land Use

d.	NJ Transit Public Hearing Notice









Comments:

Mayor Mangin asked if the League of Municipalities requires ethics training.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the League does not require this.  However, he will ask Labor Attorney Richard Flaum if he could conduct a Sexual Harassment seminar at various stages with the Township and maybe also seminars on discrimination.  The Joint Insurance Fund held a seminar about Worker’s Compensation.  	

NON-CONSENT AGENDA:

Resolution #14-160 – Declaring Stickel Properties, LLC in Default of the
                            		Development Agreement for Raritan Estates and 
                       		Authorizing Notice of Default Under a Performance
                     		 Guarantee

	This resolution was not adopted.

	Resolution #14-164 – Declaring Stickel Properties, LLC in Default of the
                	                        Development Agreement for Raritan Estates and
                        		Authorizing Notice of Default Under a Maintenance
                            		Guarantee

This resolution was not adopted.

Resolution #14-165 – Stipulation of Tax Settlement – Hunterdon Storage, Inc.

	Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-165.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-172 – Appointment of Plumbing Sub Code Official Effective
                                         October 6, 2014 for a Term of Four (4) Years

Adm. Pietrefesa said that the position was given to Hans Warnabold for Plumbing Sub Code Office.  He holds a HHS License which is a Class I License.  

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-172.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:		Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-175 was changed to #14-175A.

Resolution #14-175A – Requesting Change in Title, Text or Amount of 
                                            Appropriation Pursuant to N.J.S. 40A:4-85

Mayor O’Brien said that this resolution is to request a change of the allocation in the budget to support the shared services agreement with West Amwell Township.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was approved prior for the original West Amwell Township Agreement.  He did not anticipate any problems relative to the approval of this by the State.  

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-175A.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:		Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.













CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
        AGENDA		Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	All Township Committee Members were present at this meeting.

Township Committee Minutes:	August 19, 2014

Special Meeting Minutes:		August 19, 2014

Executive Session Minutes:		August 19, 2014
	
Resolutions:

Resolution #14-166 – Tax Refunds

Resolution #14-168 – Return of Street Opening Bond to Toby Barkman 
                         Excavating, Inc. – Block 5, Lot 17.03

Resolution #14-169 – Return of Cash Performance Guarantee to Hotz
                         Development & Construction – Chase Bank Branch
                         Project – Route 31

Resolution #14-170 – Award of Bid for Farm Lease – Watkinson Farm

Resolution #14-171 – Extending  the Appointment of the Acting Building 
                                    Sub Code Official

Resolution #14-173 – Return of Solicitor Bond to Point Pest Control in the
                        Amount of $500.00

Resolution #14-176 – Extending the Appointment of the Acting Plumbing
                         Sub Code Official

Resolution #14-177 – A Resolution Accepting the Scope of Work Performed
 by the Surety at the Nassau Park Office Complex on
 Nassau Park Office Complex on Route 31 and 
 Releasing Performance Bond





CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)

Resolution #14-178 – Authorization to Extend the Shared Shared Services
			Agreement with West 

Adm. Pietrefesa said that term of 60 days will be inserted into the resolution.


Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried. 


PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR (Anyone may address the Committee on any issue 
for three (3) minutes.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]***	Joanne Howell, 8 Woznicki Court, Stone Gate Development, said that JCP&L is planning to do a clear cutting of trees behind her property.  The trees are in the right-of-way and must come down because they are too close to the power lines.  She felt that with the taking down of these trees, it will greatly reduce her property value.  She wondered why a developer was allowed to build so close to the power lines.  She also commented on telephone boxes at various locations in the Township of about 2 ½ feet high.  They are made of metal and are rusting and falling over.  Wires are exposed and this poses a danger.  She called the telephone company and her homeowner’s association and no one could tell her who owns the boxes or who is responsible for the boxes.  She wanted the Township to reach out to the phone company to ask about the maintenance.  

Adm. Pietrefesa said that he will have his staff call Jim Robinson, Representative of Century Link, to ask about the boxes.

***	Ms. Howell asked if the construction on Route 31 will interfere with any emergency vehicles coming and going to the Hunterdon Medical Center.

Mayor O’Brien encouraged her to attend the NJ DOT public information center on September 29, 2014 at the Raritan Township Police Building.

	Resolution #14-174 – CLOSED SESSION:
				Contractual: Contract Negotiations:
					           East Amwell Construction Shared Services;
					           West Amwell Shared Services;

				Personnel:     Building and Plumbing Sub Code
						Official Vacancies

				Potential Litigation:  Raritan Estates Performance
							Bond;
							Tax Appeal Settlement – Block 16.01,
						Lot 12 – Hunterdon Storage, Inc.

This resolution was not adopted.

ADJOURNMENT	

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.
	
Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Vote:	5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:		9:10 p.m. 




 
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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