(“Revised September 10, 2013)
TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #13-150


WHEREAS, S1085, a bill which, according to its sponsors “Establishes a Forest Stewardship Program for State-Owned Lands”, opens over 400,000 acres of State Parks and forested Stated-owned lands to commercial logging, to the detriment of these forested lands; and
WHEREAS, S1085 was narrowly passed by the Assembly on June 24, 2013 and now awaits action by the Governor; and

WHEREAS, the voters who have supported land preservation efforts under the State Green Acres Program for over 50 years view this bill as a violation of the public trust; and

WHEREAS, the proposed program would be administered by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and any money generated by the sale of the trees from State lands would go first to NJDEP staffing and consultants. There is a strong argument that efforts to develop plans, restore damage, replace trees and oversee commercial logging activities would cost more than timber revenues could generate; and

WHEREAS, according to information provided by NJDEP, expected revenues are projected to be insufficient to offset program costs. The bill requires NJDEP to meet the standards of the Forest Stewardship Council to obtain forest management certification and, if insufficient as projected by NJDEP and there is no other sources of funds available to finance the program; and

WHEREAS, logging will require intrusion into the forest with heavy machinery, causing significant damage and regeneration of new trees is made impossible by today’s unusually high deer populations, because deer browse all of the young hardwood trees preventing regeneration; and

WHEREAS, a logging program on State-owned lands would do nothing to further forest stewardship but would, in fact, result in the degradation of the beautiful forests that the public has preserved under the State Green Acres Program; and
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WHEREAS, New Jersey’s voters would not support the commercial logging of State Parks and many will be angered by it; and

WHEREAS, State forests are not to be exploited by commercial loggers for private profit at the public’s expense.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, on behalf of its citizens who enjoy the recreational values of the State’s preserved forested lands and who appreciate the natural resource values of these lands, respectfully request that the Forestry Stewardship bill known as S1085 be vetoed; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the governing bodies of all the municipalities within Hunterdon County and each of its legislative representatives.
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TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

_____________________________

___________________________________

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC


Michael Mangin

Township Clerk



Mayor

CERTIFICATION

I, Rose Sollena, Clerk of the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true, complete and accurate copy of Resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan at a meeting held on September 17, 2013.  







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
