TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN
COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #13-88
Resolution memorializing the township committee’s May 23, 2013 decision to Revoke the Township of raritan towing operator license issued to hineline 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Township Ordinance 5.44.010A, no towing operator on or after October 1, 1998, shall operate within the Township for police requested towing services and/or storage services unless the towing operator has obtained a license issued by the Township; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Township Ordinance 5.44.010B, the towing operator license shall be issued on an annual basis for the period of October 1st through September 30th of the following year; and
WHEREAS, Hineline obtained a towing operator license from the Township for the period October 1, 2012 to September 30, 2013; and
WHEREAS, in March 2013 Hineline towed a vehicle within the Borough of Flemington belonging to Mr. Harabedian; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Harabedian reported to the Flemington Borough Police Department that Hineline removed items from his vehicle, including an emergency light, without his authorization; and

WHEREAS, upon being advised of the allegations against Hineline, the Raritan Township Police Department conducted an investigation primarily consisting of speaking with the investigating officers from Flemington and obtaining their investigation reports and records; and

WHEREAS, Raritan Police Chief Tabasko, after reviewing the matter and determining the conduct of Hineline to be inappropriate and unprofessional, decided to revoke the Raritan towing operator license of Hineline pursuant to Township Ordinance 5.44.060; and
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Township Ordinance 5.44.060D, Hineline appealed Police Chief Tabasko’s decision to the Raritan Township Administrator who upon investigation also concluded Hineline’s conduct to be inappropriate and unprofessional thereby warranting revocation of Hineline’s Raritan towing operator license; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Township Ordinance 5.44.060D, Hineline appealed the Township Administrator’s decision and requested final review by the Township Committee; and

WHEREAS, on May 7, 2013 and May 23, 2013, the Township Committee held hearings and heard testimony from the following witnesses: Raritan Police Lieutenant Buck, Raritan Police Chief Tabasko, Flemington Police Officer Kydd, Flemington Police Officer McNally, Eric Hineline and Patricia Hineline; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the aforementioned witnesses, the Township Committee also considered the arguments and submissions of Hineline’s counsel, Robert Bernot, as well as the investigation reports and records from the Flemington Police Department; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee determined the testimony of Chief Tabasko, Lieutenant Buck, Officer Kydd and Officer McNally to be credible and the testimony of Eric Hineline and Patricia Hineline to be not credible; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee having given due regard to the testimony of the witnesses and the evidence submitted, as well as the arguments of counsel for Hineline, unanimously determined that the revocation of Hineline’s Raritan towing operator license was appropriate due to Hineline’s inappropriate and unprofessional conduct in his dealings with Mr. Harabedian following the towing of Mr. Harabedian’s vehicle in the Borough of Flemington.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The towing operator license issued by the Township of Raritan to Hineline for the period October 1, 2012 to September 30, 2013 shall be and is hereby revoked. 
2. The Raritan Township Police Department shall remove Hineline from its list of licensed towing operators.

3. The within license revocation shall only apply to Raritan Township Police Department requests for towing services and Hineline shall not be prohibited from providing towing services to owners and operators of motor vehicles directly requesting the same from Hineline.

4. Pursuant to Township Ordinance 5.44.060C, a licensed tow company which has been suspended or revoked, may reapply in accordance with the provisions of the Ordinance to placed on the towing list as of October 1 of the year after the suspension or revocation.

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.
ATTEST: 





TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF 








THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

_____________________________

_________________________

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC


Michael Mangin

Township Clerk




Mayor
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CERTIFICATION

I, Rose Sollena, hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true, complete and accurate copy of a Resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan at a meeting held on June 5, 2013.            

______________________________

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC

Township Clerk
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