TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #15-242
Authorizing the Township Attorney to File Tax Appeals with the Hunterdon County Board of Taxation and the New Jersey Tax Court With Respect to Certain Tax Exemption Claims.

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Tax Court, in the matter of AHS Hospital Corp. v. Town of Morristown, 28 N.J. Tax 456 (Tax 2015) (the “AHS Case”), decided that portions of hospital properties in the State of New Jersey may not be exempt from taxation, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.6; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Tax Court further decided in the AHS Case that a municipality may impose omitted assessments for the year of appeal and the prior year challenging exemptions of a hospital property; and

WHEREAS, the Township Tax Assessor did not impose omitted assessments for the 2015 and 2014 years as a result of the AHS Case having only recently being decided; and

WHEREAS, upon information and belief certain properties and/or portions of property located in the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, may be taxable and not exempt by reason of the AHS Case; and

WHEREAS, the burden of proving that an exemption from taxation should be granted to a property owner is solely upon the property owner claiming that exemption; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee has determined that it is the best interests of the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, to file such Petitions, Complaints, Counterclaims and such other pleadings as may be necessary to determine whether or not properties are taxable or exempt within the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, including challenging the failure to impose omitted assessments for the years 2014 and 2015.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that the Township Attorney is hereby authorized to file such Petitions of Appeal with the Hunterdon County Board of Taxation and Complaints with the New Jersey Tax Court, including the challenging the failure to impose omitted assessments for the years 2014 and 2015, and challenging other claims of exemption for hospital properties and/or portions of hospital properties pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.6 and the holding in AHS Hospital Corp. v. Town of Morristown, 28 N.J. Tax 456 (Tax 2015).






TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE

ATTEST:




TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

___________________________

_____________________________________

Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC


Craig O’Brien

Township Clerk



Mayor

I, Rose Sollena, Township Clerk. hereby certify that the foregoing resolution is a true, complete and accurate copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Raritan at a meeting held on November 16, 2015.






Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC






Township Clerk

Dated: 
                                  , 2015
	Explanatory Statement:

This Resolution authorizes the Township Attorney to file Petitions with the Hunterdon County Board of Taxation and Complaints with the New Jersey Tax Court to challenge property tax exemptions pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.6 and the Tax Court decision in AHS Hospital Corp. v. Town of Morristown, 28 N.J. Tax 456 (Tax 2015).

Martin Allen                                                          
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