          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                     April 16, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on April 16, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at:  7:05 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World and the victims of the Boston Marathon.  


PROCLAMATION:  RELAY FOR LIFE OF HUNTERDON


Mayor Mangin read the proclamation for Relay for Life of Hunterdon into the record. 

FLEMINGTON-RARITAN SCHOOL PRESENTATION – 2013/2014 BUDGET


This matter was tabled and will be discussed at the next Township Committee Meeting.

Mayor Mangin mentioned that there was a ribbon cutting ceremony for sidewalks for Clean Communities and Safe Routes to School for Barley Sheaf Road.  
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


PUBLIC COMMENT: (Con’t)

***
Bob Kertesz, 950 Route 579, said that has run into a problem regarding fencing on his farm to keep the deer out.  Unfortunately the required height is only 48 inches and he needs to erect a higher fence.  He was pleased with a new ordinance being introduced that will help the farmers.  

***
John Micek, Route 523, said he has been a life-long resident and farmer of Raritan Township.  Regarding the fencing, it needs to be changed from four feet high to eight feet high.  This height will protect his crops.  He lost 1/3rd of his crop to deer damage last year.  He owns a 150 acre farm with 20 acres set aside for vegetables.  

***
Bob Hendershot, 2 April Lane, said he has lived in the Township for 15 years.  His house is the only house on April Lane and the only access into a growing neighborhood.  The traffic has grown substantially on his street. He would like to see the Committee move forward with the extension of Autumn Leaf Boulevard.  

Mayor Mangin said that the Township has looked at the cost estimates for construction and before making any kind of decision, he wanted to hear from all of the residents.


***
Shawn Holden, 7 Manchur Court, submitted a petition of 35 residents that are against the extension of Autumn Leaf Boulevard.


***
Marge Weisempacher, 50 year resident, said that she was against the expansion of Autumn Leaf Boulevard.  She said that back in the 1960’s, there was a road that is now closed.  She felt that $500,000 was too much money just to reopen the road.  

Mayor Mangin said that the road that was closed became part of the development.

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  619,322.03
ISSUES

Check Numbers 22645, 22648, 22662 and 22646 were discussed.  

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

FINANCIAL ISSUES: (Con’t)


Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township Fire Company:   $ 109.00

This matter was tabled due to a lack of quorum because of the recusal of Mayor Mangin from the vote.    

REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health




& Economic Development

Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works

Vacancy - Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation,                      



Economic Development, Public Safety, 

Affordability & Wellness

Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services       

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA 

Liaison Reports were tabled.  
UNFINISHED
AUTUMN LEAF BOULEVARD EXTENSION
BUSINESS



Mayor Mangin said that Eng. Hajjar has completed a study to making a fire lane instead of extending Autumn Leaf Boulevard.  This road would only be used by fire, police and rescue.



Eng. Hajjar said that the road is about 635 feet in length and 20 feet in width, based on the Fire Safety Code.  It would be a stone road with a chip seal on it.  The cost would be $17,534.00.  The Department of Public Works would do the work.  There is no estimate of the number of hours of work.  Comm. Elbert was concerned about the maintenance.  Attorney Cruz said that the Township must maintain the road.  



***      Risa Hynes, Fire Chief, said that there definitely needs to be access to that area because there are no hydrants.  



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (Con’t)



***      Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, agreed with Chief Hynes that there needs to be a fire access in that area.  The Township must commit that it will maintain the access road.



***      Bob Hendershot, 2 April Lane, said that this is an excellent idea.  It will relieve some traffic in front of his house, however he still wanted to see the road extended.


***      Pastor Dan Traupman, Heritage Baptist Church, said his church was built based on the Master Plan.  The church donated 1.6 acres to the Township to expand the road.  



Comm. O’Brien said that Eng. Hajjar has done a fine job in creating an alternative route through the neighborhood.  He felt that more time was necessary.  Comm. Elbert said this was originally a collector road in the Master Plan.  Mayor Mangin said he was not sure that he was satisfied with the response.  He did not want a situation where the Township constructs an emergency access and, in two or three years, finds that the road needs to be extended.  He directed Adm. Pietrefesa to draft a survey letter to send to every person in the area and request a response, either for or against the expansion of Autumn Leaf Boulevard.  He also wanted to know what to do with the church donated property if there is no extension of the road.  Planner Sunyak said that there are no guarantees that the former Hi-Gear Development will not be redeveloped at some point, since it was sold.  There is no application at this time in front of the Planning Board or no proposal for open space preservation.  She said that the Master Plan states that this road is to be extended.  This matter was tabled until the meeting of May 23, 2013.   


 

NEW
APPROVAL FOR FLEMINGTON-RARITAN GIRL’S SOFTBALL LEAGUE

BUSINESS
RE:  3 ONE-DAY TOURNAMENT EVENTS – It was the consensus of the Committee to approve the Flemington-Raritan Girl’s Softball League events.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that their insurance policy names Raritan Township as an additional insured.   


NORTH JERSEY RC&D COUNCIL RE:  REQUEST FOR SIGNS AT MINE BROOK PARK – Adm. Pietrefesa said that a number of years ago, this agency did some restoration of the Walnut Brook.  They are requesting that signs be placed at Mine Brook Park to show what occurred.  


NEW BUSINESS: (Con’t)



***
Nathan Charron, North Jersey Resource Conservation & Development, said that the Walnut Brook project was done in three phases.  He would like to place three separate education signs at different points on the property with  




dimensions of 36” x 24”, three feet off the ground with a single post.  The post will be cemented three feet into the ground.  He assured the Committee that these signs will be plastic coated and graffiti proof and will be maintained and cleaned by his organization.  


Attorney Cruz advised Mr. Charron that a letter be addressed to the Township Committee explaining the project.  


FARM FENCE HEIGHT EXCLUSION – Planner Sunyak recommended some amendments to the existing fence section under the General Ordinances.  This ordinance addresses various types of fencing for agricultural related uses.  This also deals with creating zoning language for properties that are agricultural related dealing with commercial farms and properties that are protected under the right to farm.  Attorney Cruz said that this applies to commercial farmers as defined by the right to farm act.  Not only must the farmer be a commercial farmer, but must also have an approved agricultural management plan.  It really is for commercial farmers and not for someone that may have a large piece of property that is farmland assessed.  Mayor Mangin said he would support the farmers that have commercial farms.  It was the consensus of the Committee that no zoning permit or zoning permit fee shall be required.  There were several other changes made to the draft ordinance.    

***      Bob Kertesz, 950 Route 579, said that the fence posts he will be using are six   inches in diameter with ten foot posts.  Four feet of the post will go into the ground and six feet will stay above the ground.   


***
John Micek, Route 523, said that an eight foot high fence is sufficient.  


Attorney Cruz said that if the Committee wishes, the ordinance can be introduced.  After introduction, the ordinance will be referred to the Planning Board for consideration at their April 24, 2013 meeting.  The Planning Board will review the ordinance and send their comments back to the Township Committee.  The public hearing will be held on May 7, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  


NEW BUSINESS: (Con’t)



DONATION OF OLD VEHICLE RADIOS TO CHERRYVILLE REPEATER ASSOCIATION – Adm. Pietrefesa said that there are a number of old radios that were replaced in the Public Works Department and Office of Emergency Management. Cherryville Repeater Association, consisting of ham radio operators, expressed an interest in the radios  The radios do not conform with FCC regulations and are not useful to anyone in the Township or elsewhere.   A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


TUCCAMIRGAN AND STOTHOFF REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT TO THE ADA RE:  BLOCK 27, LOTS 29 AND 30 AND BLOCK 28, LOTS 29 AND 43 – Planner Sunyak said that the property owner has submitted an application to the County to preserve those properties through farmland preservation and one of the requirements is that these properties need to be included in the Agricultural Development Areas.  Comm. Elbert said there is no downside for the Township to place a property in an ADA.  It does not change the zoning or what can or cannot be done with the property.  There will be no cost to the Township.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


MRESC (MIDDLESEX REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES COMMISSION) RE:  ELECTRIC AGGREGATION CONTRACT RENEWAL



Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township belongs to this cooperative purchasing.  It is for a renewal.  They will be bidding for the electric and MRESC wanted to know if the Township was still interested.  It was the consensus of the Committee to include the Township in the Electric Aggregation Contract renewal.  


NOMINATIONS FOR VACANCY ON THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE



Mayor Mangin said he would like this moved to a special meeting.  A special closed session and budget meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 23, 2013 beginning at 



6:00 p.m.  
ORDINANCES




ORDINANCE #13-3

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND THE FENCE STANDARDS UNDER CHAPTER 16.64 GENERAL GUIDELINES AND USE REGULATIONS, MORE SPECIFICALLY 16.64.120. 

ORDINANCES: (Con’t)
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-3, as amended, on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and final vote scheduled for the meeting of May 7, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.  
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Urging for Sharing the Burden of Property Assessment Appeal Refunds Sample Resolution; Ethics Resources from the League; National Donate Life Month; Survey on the Impact of Hurricane Sandy; FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program; League Federal Updates and National Links Page Changed; Use League Resource to Calculate State Skim Impact on your Property Taxpayers; New Jersey Formally Adopts Federal Advisory Flood Elevation Maps for Rebuilding After Sandy; Legislative Bulletin – March, 2013; Governor signs Integrity Monitor Legislation; How to Handle Insurance Claims after Hurricane Sandy; Urgent Action Needed to Advance Restoration of Energy Receipts Bills; Leaves of Absence in NJ; New Member Benefit – Resource for Seeking Grants; Sustainable Jersey Upcoming Workshops; Hurricane Sandy Programs Sponsored by the DCA and the NJ Redevelopment Authority; Water Quality Planning Grant Money Availability; Urging Support for Sharing the Burden of Property Assessment Appeal Refunds Sample Resolution; 

b.
Township of Readington and Frenchtown Borough Resolutions re:  Seeking Legislative Support on Abandoned Property Enforcement

c.
Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Hunterdon, Somerset and Warren

d.
Environmental Resources Management re:  Response Action Outcome for Qualis Packaging

CORRESPONDENCE: (Con’t)
e.
Flemington Fields Senior Community re:  Zoning Issues; Health, Safety and Welfare of Residents; NJ DEP

f.
NJ Transit Corporation re:  Fiscal Year 2013 Request for Federal Financial Assistance

g.
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 


1)
Ground Water Remedial Action Permit, 147 Route 31 North



2)
Air Pollution Control Operating Permit Renewal re: Tekni-Plex

h.
RTMUA re:  Suspension of User Fees for Building J, Raritan Town Square

i.
Thank You Note from PNC Bank

j.
NJ Department of Environmental Protection re:  Recreational Fishing and Boating Season

k.
Email from Jeffrey Kuhl re:  Nomination to Fill the Vacancy on the Township Committee

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.





1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:


2)
Township Committee Executive Session Minutes:

3)
Budget Meeting Minutes:

NON 

Resolution #13-62 – Authorizing the Donation of Old Vehicle Radios to

CONSENT


          Cherryville Repeater Association
AGENDA
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-62.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

CONSENT 
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda have been submitted for study by the 
AGENDA

Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:
No Minutes Listed.  



Resolutions:

Resolution #13-58 – Opposing Rate Hikes by JCP&L

Resolution #13-59 – Urging New Jersey Transit to Undertake Support for


           One-Seat Service for all Raritan Valley Trains

Resolution #13-60 – Escrow Refunds
Resolution #13-61 – Seeking Legislative Support on Abandoned Property


          Enforcement
Resolution #13-63 – Authorization for Request from Tuccamirgan, LLC and 

           Stothoff for Amendment to the ADA for Block 27, Lots 

          29 and 30 and Block 28, Lots 29 and 43
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried. 
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE


FLOOR

***
Pat Sullivan, 21 Higgins Court, Flemington Fields, wanted some feedback on               the letter she wrote to the Mayor.  She was concerned about the health and                    safety of the residents in the community.  A retail center was approved as a                   residential building.  She said that there appeared to be some violations in the 
           development that may cause safety concerns for the senior residents.



PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: (Con’t)



Attorney Cruz said that this is an enforcement issue and should be referred to the Planner.  Adm. Pietrefesa also stated that this issue has come up numerous times and has been addressed in letters to Mrs. Sullivan and others.  The development was approved by the Planning Board, before their homes were even purchased.  They were aware of what was going to be in the development.  It has now come time to say enough is enough.  




***
Mrs. Sullivan went on to say that the protection, health, safety, fire risks and                 the interest of public welfare should be something that the Committee should               address and take seriously.  She felt that there should be an obligation by the                 Committee to make sure it is safe.




Attorney Cruz reiterated that it is clear that this is an enforcement issue and whether or not the developer has complied with the approvals that were obtained, this Committee is not a super Planning Board.  The complaint or the questions the residents have should be addressed to the town’s professionals so they can determine whether or not there is a basis for what Mrs. Sullivan is saying.  He agreed with Adm. Pietrefesa that there have been questions a number of times before and attempts have been made to respond to their questions.  It is an ongoing concern that the residents of Flemington Fields have.  Attorney Cruz said that typically, as part of the Planning Board process, plans are sent to the Fire Marshal and are reviewed and comments are then made to the Planning Board.  




The following residents of Flemington Fields made comments:





James Sullivan, 21 Higgins Court





Joseph Romeo, 21 Phipps Court





Eva Fleishman, 23 Phipps Court 




Joseph Romeo, 21 Phipps Court




Robert Traino, 19 Phipps Court




Mayor Mangin reminded everyone that if they had specific issues that they feel are in violation of those Planning Board rules, Zoning or Planning will have to investigate.  He cannot speak for the people that came before him, however, he knows Adm. Pietrefesa to be an honest man.  He cannot change the Planning Board’s decision.  The Township Committee is careful in everything they do.  In his opinion, since he has been sitting on the Planning Board for the last two years, they are also careful.   Again, he said if the residents felt that there is some sort of violation in the rules and laws that were approved at that time, they should address their complaints to the Planning Board.  Attorney Cruz advised that the correct action on the part of the Township Committee, in his judgment, is to refer this matter to the Zoning Officer and have the 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: (Con’t)

Zoning Officer determine whether there are any violations.  During a Planning Board process, if an application develops over time, certain things are done and said during the beginning and the middle that are not necessarily true at the end.   
After the regular session at 10:09 p.m. Attorney Cruz read Resolution #13-64 in full.
Resolution #13-64 -  CLOSED SESSION:

                                   Contractual – Contract Negotiations:  PBA Local 337; CWA 




                        White Collar Local 1040 Union; Teamster’s






Union Local 469; Supervisor’s Union;

Higher Level Supervisor’s Union




Litigation -     Fornaciari v. Township of Raritan;

Potential Litigation – Township of Raritan v. 
                                                                        Flemington Mall, LTD    

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-64
Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.  
CLOSED 

Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.

SESSION

OPEN

The Committee is in Open Session.
SESSION
FURTHER
There was none.

ACTION
ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.    


Vote:
3 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:  10:17 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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