          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                     April 2, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on April 2, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at:    7:02 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World and also for Jeffrey Sheaer, resident of Raritan Township and passed away on Thursday in a forestry accident.   

PROCLAMATION:  RELAY FOR LIFE OF HUNTERDON


This matter was tabled.


PRESENTATION FOR HUNTERDON COUNTY TRI-CENTENNIAL


***
Marcia Karrow, 61 Elwood Avenue, Flemington Borough, and owns a condominium at 405 Westminster Place in Raritan Township, said that she is the Chair of the Hunterdon County Tri-Centennial Committee.  The Committee was formed as an honorary committee in 2011 by the Hunterdon County Freeholders.  The County will celebrate its 300th Anniversary in 2014.  By the end of 2011, the Tri-Centennial Committee has formed a not for profit registration.  She hoped that $250,000 could be raised to celebrate this huge event and milestone in the County’s history.  They are planning about 150-200 events and lectures for the year.  Each month there will be major events scheduled such as a civil war reenactment and a spectacular Lindbergh week.  They are planning Black History Month in February, 2014.  They are also planning lectures and farm and house tours including the Reading House.    They also want to raise money for some commemoratives.  The Corporate 


PRESENTATION: (Con’t)



Board is comprised of seven members including herself, Captain McVictor, Chairman of Raritan Valley Community College, County Clerk Mary Melfi, Frank Fuzo, President of the PNC Bank and former Freeholder, former County Counsel Guy DeSapio, County Administrator Cindy Yard and Freeholder Matt Holt.  There are also about 100+ volunteers, however, they need a lot more.   Ms. Karrow asked that there be a liaison from the Township Committee.  She wanted the Committee to know that former Mayor Peter Kinsella attends each and every meeting.  The parade is March 22, 2014 and she is requesting that Raritan Township have a float.  She hopes all 26 municipalities can participate.  She requested a special official event from each of the 26 municipalities.   A special calendar is being designed by artist Dan Campenelli and will feature twenty structures that he has painted.  The structures represent seventeen municipalities.  There is also a magnet available and a lapel with the County’s original seal.  There will also be a blanket with nine icons from Hunterdon County and every municipality’s name will appear on it. a painting called “Blue Skies” is also available.  There will only be 300 printed at a cost of $195.00; $395 with framing.  Various other fund raiser events will be planned throughout the year.  Ms. Karrow also mentioned that in 2014 it will also be the 350th Anniversary of the State of New Jersey.

***
Cindy Yard, Hunterdon County Administrator, said that the schools are also involved.  She is currently working with teachers from various schools in Hunterdon County.  The Freeholders will go to the schools in 1700’s costumes with a town crier.  They will be challenging the grades to participate in a time line from their community.    

Comm. Antosiewicz announced that Raritan Township is celebrating its 175th Anniversary and also Delaware and East Amwell Townships.  

NOMINATIONS FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY MAYOR


Mayor Mangin nominated Comm. Oliver Elbert for Deputy Mayor, 2013 and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.

AUTUMN LEAF BOULEVARD EXTENSION


Eng. Hajjar gave a presentation of the Autumn Leaf Boulevard extension at the north end.  He mentioned that Bonetown Road is a street that extends from Route 523 to Route 12.  It is a substandard road, narrow, steep slopes and carries quite a bit of traffic.  The objective is to realign Bonetown Road to a standard Township road that would carry all of Kentview residents to Route 12.  There is also a proposal to widen Bonetown Road and a detention basin as well to infiltrate and detain the water in accordance with storm water management.  He spoke briefly about cul-de-sacs.  According to the Tax Assessor, there are 48 single family dwellings and one house containing five apartments.  Based on those, he calculated the average daily traffic flow at approximately 521 cars.  Autumn Leaf Drive also has median and turning lanes.  Based on that criteria, Autumn Leaf Drive cannot be classified as a cul-de-sac street and, therefore, would require a second means of ingress and egress.  The advantages of extending Autumn Leaf Drive to Route 12 is emergency access.  Second, it would alleviate some of the traffic from Beaver Creek and April Lane.  He received emails from the one person living on April Lane because there are 500+ cars that travel on his road and would like to see Autumn Leaf extended.  Not only would it be easier for emergency vehicles, it would also be easier for the snow plows to turn around instead of backing up.  The other advantage is for the school buses.  There were concerns from residents about a cut through street.  Route 12 has a speed limit of 45 mph.  Autumn Leaf and April Lane and Beaver Creek are only posted at 25 mph.  Because of this, he did not feel that it would become a cut through street.  It would also provide easier access for the new development at Mountain View off of Route 12. He also made mention that if the Committee decided not to extend Autumn Leaf Drive, then the emergency access road would have to be upgraded to standard in order to accommodate any type of emergency vehicles with gates and lock boxes.  

PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Shawn Holden, 7 Manchur Court, submitted a petition from residents who were not in favor of the extension.  There is only one house on April Lane which is the entrance to the neighborhood.  The majority of the people living on Blossom Lane in the Spring Hollow Development also signed the petition objecting to the expansion as well.  All of the 500+ cars are driven by the people who live in the neighborhood.  There is an emergency access road from Bonetown Road into the neighborhood with a chain across the road.  He felt that this road could be used for emergencies.  The people who live in the neighborhood are overwhelmingly against this extension.  


PUBLIC COMMENT: (Con’t)

The following persons were present and objected to the expansion of Autumn Leaf Boulevard because of safety issues, increased traffic, home values decreasing, emergency vehicles and the cost to extend the road:



John Cominsky, 3 Columbine Court




Berit Osworth, 11 Orchard Drive




Dennis Mugwany, 12 Kentview Court




Terry Young, 6 Kentview Court




Don Atkinson, 7 Blossom Lane




Kirk Fry, 16 Manchur Court




Christian Kusik, 5 Blossom Lane




Jinquo Yu, 8 Kentview Court




Patty Macdonald, 1 Hilltop Road




Jennifer Holden, 7 Manchur Court




Flora Kendall, 2 Manchur Court        


Comm. Antosiewicz said that he was against the paper street known as Hilltop from Route 12 to Route 523 especially the lower portion by the Hi Gear property.  He felt it did not serve the community well.   


***
Dan Traupman, Pastor, Heritage Baptist Church on Bonetown Road.  In 2004, the church purchased the property known as Block 46, Lot 1.  It was purchased with the understanding that the Master Plan was in effect and that there would be an Autumn Leaf Drive connection.  The church donated 1.6 acres for the road construction and the property was deeded to the Township specifically for the construction of the road.  He noticed that cars are accessing onto the church property in order to go to Autumn Leaf Drive.  They are trespassing and he would like to see the Township move forward with the extension.  Signs have been posted, to no avail.  This road construction was approved in 2004.  

Mayor Mangin said that it is not the business of the Township Committee to make lives difficult for anyone.  Everyone has to realize that this was a request from the neighborhood and the school system.  In order for the buses to pick up the children, the road had to be opened.  The Township Committee is conducting this open forum to listen to all the concerns.  He appreciated that Mr. Holden sent him the petition.  He mentioned that there are forty-eight homes and one five-family home in that neighborhood.  The petition only represents less than one half of the neighborhood.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked Eng. Hajjar if there has been any feed back from the school as far as safety updates for the buses.  Mr. Hajjar said he dropped off the plan to the 

PUBLIC COMMENT: (Con’t)


Hunterdon Transportation District and explained the project.  He was informed that they will have to go out in the field and assess the situation.  Most likely, the bus stops will not be on Route 12.  The plan for Hilltop dates back to 2001.  


Attorney Cruz advised that this was going to be an orderly process, public comment was closed and there will be a second opportunity for public comment at the end of the meeting.  

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  4,036,790.04
ISSUES

Mayor Mangin mentioned that $3.6 million was paid to the high school.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked about the purchase of the radios.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that they were purchased for the Fire Marshal and did not come out of the regular budget because it was a dedicated fund that is solely for fines collected.  Adm. Pietrefesa also said that there was a purchase for the renewal of the contract for the police information computer system for lookups.  

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.


Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township Fire Company:
$  4,328.69

Deputy Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


FINANCIAL ISSUES: (Con’t)


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – recuse.


Motion carried.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development – 
No report
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert said that the Ewing Farm was preserved by Hunterdon County.
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services  No report.

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA  - No report
Vacancy - Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, Economic Development,

Public Safety, Affordability & Wellness
UNFINISHED
INGERMAN RE:  FLEMINGTON JUNCTION, LLC – REQUEST FOR AREA
BUSINESS
IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT – Mayor Mangin said that this is an approved project by the Planning Board which includes affordable housing and is in the Township’s Master Plan.  Planner Sunyak said that this project has preliminary approval only.  She said that there was a presentation at the last Township Committee meeting regarding this.  This site which is located off of Junction Road was designated as a 100% affordable housing site and is one of the sites that is identified to meet the Township’s overall need in a plan that was certified by COAH (Council on Affordable Housing) in 2011.  The Township is protected until 2018.  Mayor Mangin understood that the Committee was requesting from the Planning Board whether this is an area that is need of redevelopment for financing.    


***      Jeffrey Long, Ingerman, Director of Development, asked that the Committee request that the Planning Board undertakes a study, which will be financed by Ingerman, to determine whether that area is in need of redevelopment.  



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (Con’t)




Attorney Cruz said that, at the last Committee Meeting, there was a question in the change of the unit mix and whether or not that change impacted on the Township’s substance of certification.  Ingerman did write to the Council on Affordable Housing making that inquiry and Mr. Faccetti, General Counsel to COAH, indicated to Mr. Long that the unit mix would have no impact on the Township’s substance of certification.  In fact, it was consistent with the Uniform Housing Affordability Control.  There is also a resolution for consideration referring this matter to the Planning Board.  It is specifically conditioned upon the applicant entering into a funding agreement and being responsible for all costs associated with this request.  


***      Mr. Long said that Ingerman accepts all responsibility for all costs moving forward.  



Attorney Cruz said that this is the second request for an area in need of redevelopment. Each and every request that is made to the Planning Board for an area in need of redevelopment, is made upon the facts before the Committee.  It does not set a precedent in any way for any other developments that may make the same request, such as the Yale Property.  Mayor Mangin said that these requests will be solely on a project by project basis.  



***     Mr. Long said that there is a limited amount of resources in the State to move these types of developments forward.  In order to make sure that this project receives funding, the redevelopment designation gives them a leg up on the competition and will elevate them in the standings with the State.



Planner Sunyak said that her only concern about the short time frame because the summer months are difficult from the Planning Board’s perspective.  This process requires noticing and proper procedures to be followed.  Attorney Cruz said that Mr. Long understood that this process takes time.    



***      Mr. Long said he completely understood the process.  He is going to work with the Township and Ingerman is taking its own financial risk in doing so.  It is a financial risk that might not work out.  The deadline for this round is June 21st.  That is subject to all sorts of potential issues especially with the State being inundated with numerous applications for redevelopment because of Super Storm Sandy. 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (Con’t)



Attorney Cruz said for the purposes of the Township Committee’s decision, he did not think that the time line is a critical factor.  The Township may or may not want to refer this matter to the Planning Board.  If it so desires, the matter is placed before the Planning Board.  The applicant and the Planning Board then work out some of the logistical details.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that he saw no reason not to move forward to complete the COAH housing requirement.  If this is not completed, it would have to be made up somewhere else.  



AUTUMN LEAF BOULEVARD EXTENSION – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Adm. Pietrefesa gave a breakdown of ordinances from 2003, 2006, 2011 and 2012 totaling $319,000.  This was the debt authorized and the Township has not borrowed any money for this project.  Bond Counsel prepared an ordinance to move money from those ordinances to the Autumn Leaf project.  Mayor Mangin asked if that money could be used for current projects.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township could reappropriate the funds for other projects, however, bond counsel will have to do that by ordinance.  


Comm. Antosiewicz said that the extension to Route 523 should not be completed.  However, something should be done to improve the access road for emergency vehicles.  The road now is too steep for emergency vehicles and school buses.  He also wanted to make sure that the church’s property is not violated.      


Comm. O’Brien said that his main concern is safety.  He did walk through the neighborhood.  April Lane has two lanes and an island in the middle.  The access road should be cleaned up for emergency vehicles.  Eng. Hajjar said that the project is ready to go out to bid at anytime.  There is State approval.  He said that besides April Lane, the other access road is Beaver Creek Road, a 25-foot wide road.  If that is also blocked, then there will be a problem with accessibility.  He also mentioned that are six people who want the extension.


***      Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said that he met with Fire Chief Risa Hynes, and the access is limited to emergency services traveling on Everitts Hill Road.  The large emergency vehicles would be better off if they could access Route 12. 


Eng. Hajjar said that the road could be made adequate for emergency vehicles.  Mayor



Mangin said that if a road is constructed as a fire lane only maybe with a lock box, would that satisfy emergency services.  



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (Con’t)


***      Mr. Veneziale said that even if the road is gated, it would still be better than going around the long way.  



Comm. Elbert said that he was curious to see how much less it would cost to do an emergency access road vs. the full extension.



Mayor Mangin directed Eng. Hajjar to supply the Committee with what the cost will be to have a fully functional fire emergency services lane.  The Committee will need this information before a decision can be reached.  It was the consensus of the Committee to table the decision until the next meeting.    

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING – FREQUENCY? – Adm. Pietrefesa said that when the specs are put together, he needs to know what the frequency is going to be.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that it should be done during the normal operation of the recycling center.  Mayor Mangin wanted to make sure that it did not cost the Township additional money.  This must be put out to public bid.  



URBACH FARM LEASE – Attorney Cruz said that when the Township purchased the Urbach property at the end of 2011, there was a tenant farmer on the property.  The law allows the Township to continue with the tenant farmer on a year to year basis and as long as the property is not used for any other purpose.  The current farmer mows a path around the property so that there is public access.  One exception to the lease is that the farmer will pay $300.00 per year.  Last year the farmer was not paying any rent There is no hunting of any type under the lease.  This is a continuation of the current lease and the only modification is the rent payment of $300.00.


Mrs. Sachau interrupted and said that she thought the public comment segment was only for the Autumn Leaf Boulevard expansion.  She did not know she was allowed to comment also.



Attorney Cruz said that he saw no problem in allowing the questions to be asked.


***      Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, said that there was a statement in the lease about the insurance rate increase and it didn’t seem to clarify whether there would be an increase to the Township.  She also asked if the $300.00 for the rent was paid up front.  She also wanted to know why the Township was leasing until December 31st when there is really no crop growing after that.    She also wanted to know why Schedule E on the lease is left blank where the pesticides are to be listed.  


UNFINISHED BUSINESS: (Con’t)



Attorney Cruz said that this is an annual lease.  The current lease, like the prior lease, expired at the end of the year so there is a continuation of what previously occurred.  There are winter crops that some farmers plant that are harvested in the spring.  As he indicated, the farmer agrees to mow the areas where there will be public access which is part of the agreement.  With respect to the insurance, the property is currently insured by the Joint Insurance Fund and he will supply a Certificate of Insurance naming the town as an added insured along with the $300.00 rent at the time the farmer signs the lease.  There is a separate schedule for pesticides that will be attached. There is a resolution for consideration to authorize the signing of the lease.  
 NEW
RESCHEDULING OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING DATES:
 BUSINESS



Tuesday, May 21, 2013 (Clerk’s Conference) will be changed to Thursday, May 23, 2013 @ 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey.



Wednesday, June 5, 2013 and Wednesday, November 6, 2013 (Court Dates) – Tabled until more information is received.  Adm. Pietrefesa said he will confer with Judge Joseph Novak to reschedule.  


FIRE HYDRANT INSTALLATION – MOUNTAIN VIEW (FORMERLY HILLTOP) DAYTON ROAD, ROUTE 12, HINKLEY ROAD – Adm. Pietrefesa informed the Committee that there are a total of 20 hydrants to be approved.  Eleven hydrants will be paid by the Township next year and nine hydrants will be paid for by the developer until the Township takes over the roads.  Fire hydrants cost $800.04 per year.  At present, the cost to the Township for fire hydrants is $272,000 for 341 fire hydrants.  Attorney Cruz mentioned that the people who are being serviced pay real estate taxes so there is revenue coming in from the homes.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the installation of the fire hydrants reduces the rate of insurance to the residents.



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the installation of fire hydrants at Mountain View (Formerly Hilltop), Dayton Road, Route 12, Hinkley Road.



Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.



NEW BUSINESS: (Con’t)



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried. 


ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 2012 YEAR END REPORT – Mayor Mangin thanked the Environmental Commission for their 2012 Year End Report.


PRESENTATION FOR HUNTERDON TRI-CENTENNIAL AND 175TH ANNIVERSARY OF RARITAN TOWNSHIP – This matter was discussed earlier in the meeting.  It was announced that on April 2, 1838, Raritan Township was incorporated and celebrated its 175 Anniversary.


FLEMINGTON BOROUGH COURT LEASE - Comm. Antosiewicz said that the lease with the Flemington Borough for the court needs to be renewed.  The terms and conditions will be the same as last year.  It will be presented to the Flemington Borough Council at their April 22nd meeting for approval.  Attorney Cruz said he reviewed the lease and it is the same lease used for the last few years and only updated for the current terms.  The name on the lease of Diane Schottman, former Clerk, will be changed to Rebecca Newman, current Clerk.
ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #13-2
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A DEED FROM RARITAN HILLS CORP. FOR LOT 1 IN BLOCK 48 AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES.

Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to close the meeting and adopt Ordinance #13-2 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

ORDINANCES: (Con’t)
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Tax Exempt Financing Threatened; Update on Early Voting Bills; Governor Signs Law that Permits Mandatory Direct Deposit; Various Grant Opportunities for Municipalities for Climate and Energy Initiatives;  A-3764 – Snow Removal Trust Funds, League Resolution 2012-19; Invitation to Join Mayors Committee on Life Sciences; No-Cost Technical Assistance to Communities Impacted by Hurricane Sandy; The Christie Administration’s Proposed First Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Action Plan; Two Court Decisions of Interest to Municipalities; Mayor Mironov Testifies on Proposed State Budget; Bureau of Municipal Information and Legal Services; A-2753 Advances to Assembly Floor Would Require Payment of Energy Taxes Directly to Municipal Government; New Content on DLGS Web Site; Early Voting Bills Now on the Governor’s Desk; Appellate Division Upholds DEP Waiver Rule, Strikes Some Guidance Documents; 

b.
1)
Thank You Letter from Assemblyman Jack Ciattarelli re:  Resolution 

#13-21 –  Requesting the NJ BPU hold Hearings on JCP&L’s Response to Super Storm Sandy and Take the Appropriate Actions as may be Authorized.

2)
NJ Board of Public Utilities re:  Response to Resolution #13-21.  

c.
NJ Department of Education re:  2013-2014 Municipal Percentage Shares for

Tax Levies for Regional School Districts and Districts Merged Pursuant to 

P.L. 2009, c.78

d.
Alexandria Township Resolution re:  “Seeking Legislative Support on Abandoned Property Enforcement – Mayor Mangin asked that a resolution be placed on the next Agenda in support on abandoned property enforcement. The Committee agreed.
e.
Quest Environmental & Engineering Services, Inc. re:  Sub-Slab Soil Gas and

Sampling at Yale Materials Handling Corporation Site, 15 Junction Road
(Information on File in the Clerk’s Office)  

CORRESPONDENCE: (Con’t)
f.
JCP&L re:  Notice of Proposed Rate Increases – Mayor Mangin asked that a 


resolution be placed on the next Agenda to oppose the rate increased. 

g.
D & R Greenway Land Trust, Inc. re:  2012 Annual Report (Booklet on File in

the Clerk’s Office)

h.
Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders re:  Urging NJ transit to 
Undertake Support for One Seat Service for all Raritan Valley Trains – Comm. Antosiewicz  said that he has been working with the Rail Coalition for a number of years to try to bring rail service to Flemington.  It was the consensus of the Committee to place a resolution on the next Agenda in support of one seat service for all Raritan Valley trains.  
NON

Resolution #13-54 – Authorizing the Raritan Township Planning Board to

CONSENT


          Undertake a Preliminary Investigation to Determine

AGENDA



          Whether the Proposed Study Area, Which Includes Lots


          37.01 and 54 in Block 16.01 as Shown on Sheet 6 of the


          Raritan Township Tax Map, Qualifies as an Area in Need of




          Redevelopment Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-54.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – no





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.
      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.




CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)



Minutes:


Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
March 5, 2013

Executive Session Meeting Minutes:

February 19, 2013








March 5, 2013

Resolutions:

Resolution #13-55 – Shared Service Agreement with Flemington Borough for


          Court Room for One (1) Year from March 1, 2013 to


          February 28, 2014
Resolution #13-56 – Authorization for Mayor and Township Clerk to Sign Lease


          Agreement for Farming on the Urbach Property

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried. 
PRIVILEGE 
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
OF THE
FLOOR

***
Michele Fowler, 55 Barton Hollow Road, was concerned about the                                construction of a large barn in the front yard of 59 Barton Hollow Road.  They             are conducting work with heavy equipment.  



Attorney Cruz said that approval was granted by the Zoning Board of Adjustment. This body does not have any authority to overturn the Board of Adjustment.  What has occurred is a series of summonses issued to address some of the concerns that Ms. Fowler raised.  That is pending before the Municipal Court.  Again, the Zoning Board of Adjustment is a quasi-judicial body over which the Township Committee cannot overrule it.  




PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: (Con’t)



***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, repeated her request about Schedule E in the             lease for farming about pesticides.  This information has not been included in               the lease.




Attorney Cruz said, as he indicated previously, the pesticide information will be included in the lease before it is signed.  




***
Sue Fox, 4 Haven Hill Rise, said that she views that particular barn.  She said               that five of the eleven homes are represented at the meeting.

***
Anna Simonelli, 3 Haven Hill Rise, said that the barn was put up under false pretenses.  She wanted to know how she could go in front of the Zoning Board. Her other concern was that the house next door to the 59 Barton Hollow Road has been listed for sale, however, it has not sold yet.




Attorney Cruz said she would have to address her concerns to the Zoning Board to reopen the hearing.  It was not sure whether the Zoning Board could do this.  Planner Sunyak said that Zoning Board meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m.  There are opportunities for the public to come in and comment on items not on the agenda.  The matter was brought in front of the Board of Adjustment and there was a resolution and proper notice was given.  Attorney Cruz said that some of the residents have been consulting with an attorney.  




After the regular meeting at 9:15 p.m. Attorney Cruz read Resolution #13-57 in full.
Resolution #13-57 -  CLOSED SESSION:

                                   Contractual – Contract Negotiations:  PBA Local 337; CWA 






White Collar Local 1040 Union; Teamster’s






Union Local 469; Supervisor’s Union;

 Higher Level Supervisor’s Union




Litigation -     Potential Litigation – Township of Raritan v. 
                                                            Flemington Mall, LTD    

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-57.
Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.
Vote:
4 – 0 motion carried.

The Executive Minutes are on a separate document.

OPEN

The Committee is in Open Session.
SESSION

FURTHER
No Further Action

ACTION

ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

MENT




Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.




Vote:
4 – 0 motion carried.




Meeting adjourned at:
10:20 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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