		Township Committee Meeting
		April 1, 2014


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on April 1, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at   7:03 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Karen Gilbert and Comm. Oliver Elbert.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

	PROCLAMATIONS – EAGL SCOUT COURT OF HONOR:

				Andrew Sheneman
				Daniel Brumley

	Mayor O’Brien acknowledged Eagle Scouts Andrew Sheneman and Daniel Brumley
[bookmark: _GoBack]	for their accomplishments. 

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

	***	Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that she read the letter that John Collins wrote to the Committee requesting the use of the Urbach property so he can remove some trees from his property.  She said that downed trees are a benefit to animals and when the trees are removed, it is a net loss to the animals.  She also asked about the closing of Case Boulevard.  This is a vital link in the Township.

		Mayor O’Brien said that Case Boulevard will not be closed.  The proposal is to make River Road one way.



	***	Ms. Sachau felt that nothing should be done in that area because it is a vital link to other roads in the Township.  She did not support the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad wanting to expand their area.
	 
	Resolution #14-55 – Introduction of the 2014 Budget

	Mayor O’Brien thanked the Committee for all their hard work in putting the budget 
	together.  The tax rate has been lowered to ½%.  The Township is increasing 
	spending 1.8%.  97% of that increase comes from capital improvements.

	Adm. Pietrefesa read Sheets #2 and #3 in full.  The public hearing and final vote on
	the 2014 Budget will take place on May 6, 2014 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the
	                               Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

	Comm. Mangin said that at his last meeting as Mayor in December, 2013, he
		suggested that the Committee hold the line on a flat budget.  He applauded the Committee for the budget.  The Township is prudent in spending.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that the overall drop in the budget is closer to ¾%.  

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-55.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  486,837.94
ISSUES
	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.
	
		
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

FINANCIAL	Motion carried.
ISSUES	
(Con’t)	Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company:  $3,170.00

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Raritan Township Fire Company.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – recuse
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel – No report.

Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development – Comm. Mangin said that he attended an RTMUA meeting.  There was a resolution on appointments which were Michael DelVecchio, Chairman, Edward Dougherty, Vice Chairman, John Kendzulak, Treasurer, Peter Kinsella, Secretary, John Tully, Assistant Treasurer and Secretary.  The other of order of business before the RTMUA was to approve the Woodside Farms pump station for considerable upgrades near JP Case Middle School.  Most of the work is underground.  Planner Sunyak said that the RTMUA came before the Planning Board as a courtesy to explain this situation which is part of their capital improvement.  There were no issues from the Planning Board.  The RTMUA also met with the homeowner’s association of Woodside Farms.  The RTMUA will be going out to bid and hope for a completion in the fall.  

Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians 
Committee – Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Board of Health is still working with              Hunterdon Land Trust for the food trucks at the Farmer’s Market.  The Historical Committee had an old pick-up truck at the 300th Anniversary Parade.  There will be a meeting with Readington Township to go over the greenway plan between 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon at the Municipal Court Room.  He also spoke with Ray Krov of Hunterdon Central High School about shared services.  Raritan Township will be receiving a small tax reduction from the high school




REPORTS	Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
(Con’t)	            Parks & Recreation – Comm. Gilbert said that the Flemington-Raritan Board of 
Education will be presenting its budget at the next meeting on April 15, 2014.  She attended the open space walk on Saturday. There are trees being planted at Blackwell Park.  She would like a picture taken before and after the trees are planted.  

Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality – Comm. Elbert requested a resolution to be added to the Agenda regarding the acquisition of 45 acres known as the Plum Brook II property.  It’s a tribute to the Open Space Committee that they keep working on these projects.  Raritan Township would be contributing 20% toward the acquisition.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that he and Comm. Elbert attended the 300th Anniversary celebration.  On Friday night, Safe in Hunterdon is holding an event.  On April 24th at 8:00 a.m. there will be a County session on Economic Development at the Municipal Court Room.  Comm. Mangin said that he, Adm. Pietrefesa and Planner Sunyak attended the County Economic Development that was held on Thursday.  

	UNFINISHED	REQUEST FROM JOHN COLLINS TO ACCESS URBACH FARM FOR
BUSINESS	CLEAN UP – Eng. Hajjar said that he, the Mayor and Mr. Collins drove on the property in the location where the logging truck will be used.  He said that the path was solid, however, he was not certain that there will not be any disturbance to the Urbach Farm.  His recommendation was for Mr. Collins to place a $2,000 Performance Bond to insure that the project will be completed in the event that Mr. Collins’ contractor defaults on the job.  The amount of $2,000 will be significant to fix the property if it should become damaged.  Attorney Cruz said that there is a resolution for the consideration of the Township Committee.  This resolution is consenting to access the Township property contingent upon eleven conditions listed in the resolution.  The contractor and Mr. Collins are asked to sign that resolution acknowledging that the conditions are acceptable.  

	***      John Collins, Cherryville Hollow Road, said that he reviewed the resolution                                            and requested that the amount of the bond be reduced.  He would be happy to place a bond in a lesser amount.  

		Comm. Mangin was concerned with Item #4 on the resolution which states that access is limited to 10 business days from the start of the work.  He wanted to know if that was sufficient time to complete the work.   

	***      Mr. Collins wanted to know if the Township would consider 10 working days                          from the start to completion.  He felt that if there is rain, he won’t be able to go onto the property.  





UNFINISHED	Attorney Cruz said that Mr. Collins should state an end point of the construction.
BUSINESS	Also, it is acceptable for Mr. Collins to present his contractor’s Certificate of 
(Con’t)	Insurance to be reviewed by the insurance company.  Item #5 on the resolution states that Mr. Collins and his contractor indemnify and hold the Township of Raritan harmless for any property damage or personal injury including reasonable attorney’s fees and costs. 

		Mayor O’Brien said that Mr. Collins will be responsible for making the repairs.  He would like to see the performance bond reduced to $250.00.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked what would happen if the property were to be damaged.  What recourse would the Township have to have the property restored.  Attorney Cruz said that the Township could impose any condition it desires.  This is a discretionary act on the Township Committee’s part.  This is not covered by any ordinance, it is just a contractual agreement between the Committee and Mr. Collins.  Comm. Gilbert was concerned that this will set a precedent for others.  It was the consensus of the Committee that Mr. Collins post a $500.00 performance bond.  

		***      Mr. Collins said that posting a $500.00 bond was fair.  

 	Attorney Cruz read all the conditions listed in Resolution #14-60 and conditions were acceptable to the Township Committee and to Mr. Collins.

Resolution #14-60 – Consenting to Access to Township Property Contingent                       
                                   upon the Conditions listed in this Resolution

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-60.

		Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – recuse

		Motion carried.

		RIVER ROAD RE:  WEIGHT LIMIT AND ONE WAY STUDY – Adm. Pietrefesa asked the Committee how they wished to proceed and whether they would like input from the public.  There was a concern on what effect this would have on the school bus routes.  Engineer Hajjar said that the overall recommendation was to have a weight restriction for the entire stretch of River Road from Route 202 to Case Boulevard and to make it one-way going from the intersection of Case Boulevard and River Road to the Rockefeller Mills Bridge.  This will be easier for traffic flow.  Mr. 



UNFINISHED	Hajjar asked how he can proceed with informing the public of this change.  Comm.
BUSINESS	Elbert said he was concerned about the landscapers and horse farms on Rockefeller’s
(Con’t)	Mills Road and whether the trucks with the horse trailer is over the weight limit.  Eng. Hajjar said that this would cause a problem and will look into increasing the weight limit.  There was no action taken by the Committee.

		FLEMINGTON-RARITAN FIRST AID & RESCUE SQUAD  - This matter was tabled.  

	NEW	APPOINTMENT OF MICHELLE J. CAVALCHIRE TO THE GREEN 	
BUSINESS	TEAM
		
		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to appoint Michelle J. Cavalchire to the Green Team.

		Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.

		FLEMINGTON-RARITAN GIRL’S SOCCER LEAGUE RE:  FLEMINGTON
		FLAMES TOURNAMENT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this has been done in the past without any problems.  An insurance certificate will be provided.  

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to accept the Flemington Flames Tournament at Lenape Park.

		Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.




NEW	ESTABLISHING ADMINISTRATIVE FEE FOR POLICE OUTSIDE 
BUSINESS	EMPLOYMENT SERVICES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the numbers have been
(Con’t)	updated for police outside employment services.  It amounts to $93.75 of which $75.00 gets paid to the police officer and rest of it goes to the Township for administrative fees.  

		NJ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT PROGRAMS

	1)         SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL – Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is no other location where this would be viable.

	2)         TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township would only be eligible for only three of the seven categories which would be for bicycles and pedestrians.  However, more right-of-way would be needed for this.  There are also categories for landscaping and historic preservation.  Adm. Pietrefesa was not sure what the amount of the grants would be.  Eng. Hajjar will follow up with Tara Shepard of HART for clarification.

		ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING SERVICES FOR EVERITTS ROAD, SECTION II, PHASE 3 – Eng. Hajjar recommended that the contract be awarded to Goldenbaum-Baill Engineering for Everitts Road, Section II, Phase 3 in the amount of $6,000.  Goldenbaum-Baill Engineering have completed Phase 1 and Phase 2.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting. 

		AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the existing contract has expired.  Proposals were sent out and two bids were received.  One from Animal Control & Investigative Services in Lambertville, NJ in the amount of $34,800 and one bid from Animal Control Solutions, LLC of Flemington, New Jersey in the amount of $36,000.  Although there is a difference of $1,200, there would be a cost to the Township for each new license that is obtained from the census done by Animal Control & Investigative Services.   A total of 133 licenses would have to be issued to come up to the figure of $1,200.  It is hard to predict how many unlicensed pets there are in the Township.  It was the consensus of the Committee to award the contract to Animal Control Solutions, LLC of Flemington in the amount of $36,000.  

	***      Thomas Dodd, Animal Control Solutions, LLC, a resident of Raritan Township said that he has been an Animal Control Officer for fifteen years.  He was the ACO for Raritan Township for a few years.  The problem with going door to door is that most people go to work and school and are not home during the day.  

	Comm. Mangin asked why Animal Control & Investigative Services is charging less
	than last year.  Adm. Pietrefesa could not answer that question.  A resolution was
	adopted later in the meeting.  
NEW	ORDINANCE TO REALIGN AND CLOSE HINKLEY ROAD TO THROUGH
BUSINESS	TRAFFIC – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Attorney Cruz will prepare an ordinance for
(Con’t)	the next meeting.  

		REQUESTING THE USE OF LENAPE PARK BY THE FLEMINGTON VFW POST 7856 FOR EASTER EGG HUNT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is an annual event.  

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Easter Egg Hunt at Lenape Park.

		Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried. 
	  
	ACQUISION OF PLUM BROOK II PROPERTY – Comm. Elbert said that this is a very important piece of property that the Township should consider purchasing along with other partners.  It consists of 44.75 acres in the Township Open Space Master Plan and would maintain water quality.  The resolution supports the applications for open space funding submitted to Hunterdon County by D & R Greenway and the New Jersey Conservation Foundation for the acquisition.  

	Resolution #14-61 – Supporting the Applications for Open Space Funding 
			           Submitted to Hunterdon County by D & R Greenway and
			           The New Jersey Conservation Foundation for the Plum
			           Brook Property II

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-61.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – no

	Motion carried.




ORDINANCES:	There were none.
		
CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE	            New Jersey Resources for Small Business; Sustainable Jersey Announced the                            
		34 Towns Selected to Receive Grants for Community-Based Sustainability Project; User Friendly Budgets Webinar; Extension of 2% Cap on Interest Arbitration Awards; Flood Insurance Affordability Bill Ready for President’s Signature; NJ Supreme Court Stays Appellate Order on COAH; Commercial Development Fee; 2013 Pension Valuation Report;  March is National Ethics Awareness Month; Technology Education Conference (TEC); President Walters Delivers League Outlook on Governor’s Budget Proposal; Reduced Public Employee Pension Bills Posted Online; Sustainable Jersey Workshops and Webinars; User Friendly Budgets; Police and Fire Interest Arbitration Task Force Report Issued;  

Extension of 2% Cap on Interest Arbitration Awards:  Attorney Cruz said that
the Governor conditionally vetoed the bill that was passed by both the Senate
and the Assembly.  The Senate made the changes that the Governor requested.
The Assembly did not act on the changes.

b.	Township of Readington Ordinances re:  Land Use (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

c.	Borough of High Bridge Resolution re:  Calling on the Legislature to Make Permanent the 2% Cap on Interest Arbitration Awards

d.	Delaware Township Ordinance re:  Land Use (On File in the Clerk’s Office0
       
NON				           	Resolutions:
CONSENT
AGENDA	Resolution #14-57 – Award of Contract for Engineering and Surveying Services
                                  for Everitts Road, Section II, Phase 3

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-57.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

		
NON-CONSENT AGENDA:  (Con’t)						

Resolution #14-58 – Award of Contract for Animal Control Services to
		           Animal Control Solutions of Flemington in the 
		           Amount of $36,000

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-58.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – no
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-60 – Consenting to Access to Township Property Contingent                        
		           upon the Conditions listed in this Resolution

Resolution #14-60 was adopted earlier in the meeting.   

CONSENT          All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
AGENDA	Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  
	There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item                                 
	will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Resolutions:

Resolution #14-51 – Tax Refunds

Resolution #14-52 – Establishing Administrative Fee for Police                        
				        Outside Employment Services

Resolution #14-53 – Escrow Refunds

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.






CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes
	
Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE 		Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes
OF THE
FLOOR		***	Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, commented that the Township is using          
 			taxpayer dollars to pay for a membership in the Chamber of Commerce.                                
	The local chapter may do things that are beneficial, however, she felt that the Committee should research what is happening in Washington DC.  She wanted to know if the Committee was going to go to Trenton for the budget hearings to testify for the people.   Mrs. Sachau said she was a little surprised that the mayor recused himself when his friend to ask for benefits.  She wanted to know if someone came before the Committee that was not a friend of the mayor, would he or she be able to post a $500 bond as opposed to a $2,000 bond for a similar project.  She wanted to know why he didn’t recuse himself from the discussion.  She felt that when a friend comes before the governing body, she wanted the Committee to be sure that people who are not friends are treated equally well.  

           Mayor O’Brien said that he announced beforehand to the Committee that Mr. Collins
	was his friend and recused himself from the vote on Resolution #14-60.  He did join in on the discussion.  Comm. Mangin said that if someone else came before the   Committee asking for the same thing, he said that the Committee would probably have done the same thing.  			 















		Attorney Cruz read Resolution #14-59 in full.    

		Resolution #14-59  – CLOSED SESSION:
			           Contractual – CWA Supervisors and Higher
						Level Supervisor’s Union

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-59.

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

 CLOSED						           Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.
SESSION

OPEN                    The Committee went back into Open Session. 		.
SESSION
			
FURTHER            Mayor O’Brien said that he would like the Township Committee to consider
ACTION               Edward Gettings as the Class II Municipal Official for the Planning Board.  He is a 
                               Trustee on the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Attorney said he thought that this
appointment was acceptable.   Comm. Gilbert is in favor of this appointment.  This
matter will be discussed at the next meeting.  

ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  9:25 p.m.  
					

						Respectfully submitted,



						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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