		Township Committee Minutes
		April 15, 2014


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on April 15, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at   7:02 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Karen Gilbert.  Also present was Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

	***	Chris Phelan, Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce, 13 Barley Sheaf Road, submitted a letter of support for the study at US Metals (Formerly US Bronze).  He said that the Chamber feels that there should be a redevelopment of the property.  He thanked Comm. Antosiewicz for hosting a meeting for the entire business community on April 30, 2014 in the court room.
	
FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  537,182.38
ISSUES
	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.
	
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 

	APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CLERK

	Resolution #14-67 – Appointing Stacey Miller as Deputy Township Clerk

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-67.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – abstain
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.
	
	FLEMINGTON-RARITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT RE:  SCHOOL BUDGET	
	
	***	Superintendent Greg Nolan, Flemington-Raritan School District, felt that it is very important to share the school budget even though there is no public vote.  The final budget will be ready on April 29, 2014.  The budget process is started early in the school year.  This year the special education costs were reduced because the number of students decreased from 12 to 8.  The cost is $100,000 per student.  Overall, enrollment in the school district has decreased.  The school conducted a security audit in December.   Mr. Nolan mentioned that state aid has also decreased over the years.  The Tax Levy impact for Raritan Township will be $17.50 (per $100,000 of assessed value).  The 2014-2015 Budget is below the allowable 2% state cap on levy.  It also implements a full day kindergarten throughout the district.  The budget maintains low and responsible class sizes with a focus on school security and supports strategic plan initiatives.  The financial audit was a clean audit with no recommendations.  The school security focus is to have cameras for the interior and exterior, a visitor identification process and protective film for doors and windows.  The administrators will work with the Prosecutor’s Office and with the Central Office.  Shared services will be maintained.                                


	
	





REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS – There were no reports given.

 Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel 
Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development 
Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians 
        Committee 
Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
                          Parks & Recreation 
Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality 

		
	UNFINISHED	RIVER ROAD RE:  WEIGHT LIMIT AND ONE WAY STUDY – Eng. Hajjar
BUSINESS	said that this is a traffic study to do a weight limit restriction on trucks with a one way from Case Boulevard to Rockefellows Mill Bridge and a two-way from the bridge to Route 202.  The recommendation for the weight limit is five tons with deliveries being exempt.  Comm. Mangin said that the residents that live on River Road should be notified.  Planner Sunyak reached out to Hunterdon Central Transportation and they have an issue with creating a one way from the bridge to Route 202.  There is a “no cross” rule that states that students must be picked up on the same side of the bus stop.  That area is designated as “no cross”.  The only way the school transportation would be satisfied is if River Road were to become a complete one way from Pennsylvania & Case Boulevard all the way to Route 202 as opposed to the one section.  This would involve NJ DOT and additional public input from residents in that area and also the residents in Readington Township.  The first step would be to send a draft ordinance to NJ Department of Transportation for their approval.     

		RARITAN TOWNSHIP FIRE COMPANY RE:  NEW TRUCK – Comm. Mangin recused himself from the from any discussion about the request for a new fire truck.  This was recommended by Attorney Cruz.  Comm. Mangin was a past Fire Chief and a current member of the Raritan Township Fire Department. 

	***      Chief Steve Wetter spoke about the twenty-one year old fire truck that is very unreliable with many expensive repairs having been done over the years.  Obtaining service and parts has become increasingly difficult.  A new 100 foot ladder truck is requested.  Captain Mark Bishop said that the truck has been out of service for the past five months due to a safety issue with the aerial device.    The base price for a new ladder truck is $913,675.36 through a State Contract.  There will be additional items that need to be purchased which will be approximately $20,000.  

	There was no action taken by the Committee.  A bond ordinance would have to be
	adopted for the purchase of the fire truck.  A bond ordinance needs four affirmative votes for adoption. 

 

	UNIFINISHED	UNITED STATES METAL POWDERS, BLOCK 40, LOTS 4 AND 4Q0286
	BUSINESS	REQUEST FOR A NON CONDEMNATION AREA IN NEED OF 
(Con’t)	REDEVELOPMENT INVESTIGATION

		***       Michael Camerino, Attorney for United States Metal Powders, thanked the
		            Committee for allowing him to continue the discussion for purposes of further 
		investigation by the Planning Board to determine if the property meets the criteria for an area in need of redevelopment.  There is a contract in place.  The Township Committee has the ultimate power to cease or continue the process.  

	***      Patrick Ramsey, owner, said that US Bronze has been in business for nearly sixty years manufacturing metal powders and paste.  In 2005, his father and colleagues made the decision to cease manufacturing at the facility.  All manufacturing ceased in 2009.  At its peak, the facility employed about 100 people.  Today it employs 12 people who are principally in administrative and clerical.  Those people eventually will be relocated.  The downscale was due to foreign competition.  He tried to sell the site and met with various Township representatives who suggested that he sell the facility to someone who would use the current industrial zoning.   He received zero interest by industrial users.   They have spent several million dollars for remediation activity at the site and maintenance which has created a hardship.  He encouraged the Committee to authorize the Planning Board to conduct an investigation to determine whether the property is an area in need of redevelopment.   

		***      John Madden, Professional Planner for 40 years said that the entire property 
		encompasses 211 acres and is bounded by Route 202, Case Boulevard and Voorhees Corner Road.  About 60% of the property is undeveloped and is a great opportunity for a multiple of use potentials.  Because of its location, it is a very attractive property.  The US Bronze property is 21 acres.  The building on this property is obsolete.  He mentioned that towns now have the option to designate an area in need of redevelopment in a non-condemnation manner.  He felt that it would be a benefit to the municipality to move forward with this redevelopment.  

	Mayor O’Brien said there were many people in the audience who wanted to speak
	 about this matter.  He stressed that the applicants were before the Committee to
	 request the Planning Board to undertake a study to determine if the property is an
	 area in need of redevelopment.  He urged everyone to direct questions to the chair.  

	




UNIFNISHED	Attorney Cruz said that this is not a public hearing on anything.  This matter is
BUSINESS		just simply a request by the property owner to refer this property to the
(Con’t)		Planning Board to determine whether or not the property meets the criteria under the redevelopment rule to be an area in need of redevelopment.  The property owner has also indicated that they are requesting a non-condemnation redevelopment.  This allows the redevelopment plan to be prepared and the municipality has no role beyond preparing the redevelopment plan to move the process forward.  As both Mr. Camerino and Mr. Maddon have said that this is a voluntary process and the voluntary process begins today.  Today’s decision is also a discretionary decision along with the other decisions that Mr. Camerion and Mr. Maddon said.  The discussion should be limited to perhaps three minutes in order to allow everyone to have an opportunity to speak.      

	***	Richard Kuhrt, 7 Studdiford Court, was opposed to this property being redeveloped.  The efforts to sell the property are very vague.  Any buyer would have to tear down the building and rebuild.  The US Bronze property is only 21 acres as opposed to the whole tract being 211 acres.  No other surrounding property owners were present at the meeting.  He felt that this was very premature and urged the Committee not to move forward until all facts are addressed.   

	***	Peter Kinsella, 78 Canterberry Circle, felt that the Planning Board should not be taking on a study.  He felt this is that jobs are more important than residential development which led him to believe that this may be the case.  He said that the site should be used under the present zoning.  He did not want to see more housing on a rezone.
e didHe d

  	***	Karen Becker, 14 Whitehouse Road, was opposed to the change in zoning.

	Attorney Cruz said that this is not a change in the zoning at this point.  This is simply
	referring the matter to the Planning Board for the Planning Board to determine
	whether the criteria are met.  Any zoning change is several steps down the road,
	subject to review by the Township Committee and Planning Board and then subject to
	a full application.  It is a multi-step process.

	***	Ms. Becker said she did not understand why it is resting on the shoulders of the Township to conduct a study.  








UNFINISHED	Attorney Cruz said that this is the function of the Planning Board.  The Township
BUSINESS		makes a decision to study the area or not and it is an independent analysis of the
(Con’t)	criteria.  

	***	Ms. Becker was concerned about the infrastructure with traffic on Route 202.  She felt that if the area is redeveloped, there would be a huge increase in traffic.  

	***	Ray Zardetto, 13 Buchanan Way, said that there is unresolved ground water and soil contamination issues on the property.  He wanted to know what kind of contaminates are on the property.

	Mr. Clyde said that it is all soil related.

	***	Mr. Zardetto said that considering that the environmental issues have not been revolved, submitting it to the Planning Board would be premature and the Committee should wait until all the issues have been completed.    

	Attorney Cruz said that very often in redevelopment, contaminated sites are primary
	for redevelopment.  As part of the redevelopment of the property, the remediation is
	considered.  The contamination of the property is not an impediment to having a
	study.

	***	Ken Swan, 20 Woodside Lane, pointed out that his property is close the US Bronze site.  He felt that the 21 acre site will become commercial.  There will be an increase in congestion in that area.

	***	Attorney Camerino said that this will be addressed at the Planning Board level and there will be no burden on Raritan Township.  The developer will pick up all the costs.  

	Planner Sunyak said that the Planning Board should not look at only one property and
	should review all the properties in the area.  Attorney said he will prepare a resolution
	to memorialize what transpired.  Attorney Cruz said that while the property owner has requested that one property be studied, if the Committee believed that more than one property should be studied, it has the choice and not bound by the property owner’s request.  At this time tonight, the issue is if the Township Committee wishes to refer the matter to the Planning Board to undertake a preliminary study to determine whether this property or other properties meet the very definitive criteria under the redevelopment law to be declared an area for non-condemnation development.  He asked that the Committee could direct Attorney Cruz to prepare a resolution formally memorializing the Committee’s direction to the Planning Board and identifying the property or properties that are to be the subject of the study.  At some point, the Committee would have to designate the Planner to prepare and undertake that study.  


UNFINISHED		Attorney Cruz said that a motion would be in order to direct the Township Attorney
BUSINESS	to prepare a resolution directing the Planning Board to proceed with a preliminary
(Con’t)	study, specifically for the US Metals Products property, to determine whether or not the property meets any of the criteria under the redevelopment law.  

	No motion was made.  

		There was a break in the meeting at 8:55 p.m.   The meeting resumed at 9:10 p.m.

		ENERGY AGGREGATION CONSULTANT    

		***      Bob Chilton, Gabel Associates, said that this company has been in business in 
		New Jersey for over 20 years.  The representatives have worked in government, for the NJ Board of Public Utilities and also the NJ DEP.  His business is energy procurement for government, large industry and commercial customers.  The residential program is about two years old.  He distributed materials to help the Committee understand the steps involved in the services that a consultant provides.  The entire process, from beginning to end, takes about six months.  The Township must adopt an ordinance to adopt the program.  There will be mailings to invite the public to public hearing information sessions.   There will be no cost to the Township.  There will then be bidding for a supplier.  If the low bid price is below the utility tariff price, an award is made, otherwise, no award is made and the customers will remain with JCP&L.  If an award is made, eligible residents (those who do not currently have a third party supply contract) will receive a mailing with the per kilowatt hour price.  There will be information on how to “opt-out” of the program if the resident does not wish to participate.  If a resident changes his or her mind after the initial enrollment, the resident can opt-out at any time during the contract without any penalty or termination fee.        

		Comm. Mangin asked what would happen if the price of electricity increases.   

	***      Mr. Chilton said that the rule is that it is opt-in for business and opt-out for residents.  There is a specific amount of time for the bid and the bid is for a fixed price for the term of the contract.  The price cannot change.  
		
NEW	FLEMINGTON FIELDS RE:  MUNICIPAL SERVICES AGREEMENT - 
BUSINESS	Attorney Cruz said that under the Municipal Services Act, qualified private communities are allowed to be reimbursed for certain services that other residents in the municipality get, specifically snow and ice removal, lighting, collection of leaves and waste disposal and recycling.  The homeowner’s association is reimbursed for these services because the residents pay twice for the same service.   Adm. Pietrefesa did a very good job in negotiating this contract and spent much time working with the Flemington Fields attorney working through all of the issues.  Attorney Cruz said that this is a very fair contract.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting. 

NEW 	FLEMINGTON BOROUGH LEASE FOR COURT ROOM RENTAL – Mayor
BUSINESS	O’Brien said that this the lease for court room rental for Flemington Borough.  The
(Con’t)	only change to last year’s lease is a $300.00 increase.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

		ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION REPORT – Acknowledged.

		CELL PHONE POLICY – The matter was tabled.

		SUBSTITUTE TAX ATTORNEY – HARRY HAUSHALTER – This matter was tabled.

		APPOINTMENT OF ED GETTINGS TO THE PLANNING BOARD AS CLASS II MUNICIPAL OFFICIAL

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to appoint Ed Gettings to the Planning Board as Class II Municipal Official.

		Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.

		STATUS OF WEBSITE UPGRADE – This matter was tabled.	
	
ORDINANCES:				ORDINANCE #14-3

CALENDAR YEAR 2014
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION
   LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

    Mayor O’Brien said that this gives the Township the option of going up to 3.5% cap.         
    It was not used this year, however, it can  be used in future years.

   Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.

   Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt 
   Ordinance #14-3 on final consideration same to be published according to law.

	

ORDINANCES:	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.
(Con’t)			
	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

  Motion carried.

				ORDINANCE #14-04

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION IN THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN OF THE “FIVE YEAR TAX EXEMPTION AND ABATEMENT LAW” PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:21-1 ET SEQ.

Attorney Cruz said that this a public hearing for an ordinance authorizing PILOT programs in Raritan Township in general.  Ordinance #14-05 is introducing an ordinance specifically for the PILOT program for Raritan Junction, LLC/Costco Development.  First an ordinance has to be implemented creating the policy, then another ordinance must be adopted for the specific site.  At the next meeting, there will be a public hearing on Ordinance #14-05 and also a resolution authorizing the Township to sign the tax agreement.    

Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt
Ordinance #14-4 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.  

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.








ORDINANCES:			ORDINANCE #14-05
(Con’t)
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A TAX AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AND RARITAN JUNCTION, LLC FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT LOT 42, BLOCK 16.02

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #14-05 on first
consideration same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote
scheduled for the meeting of May 6, 2014 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal
Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all persons
will be heard.
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	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.


CORRES-	a.        League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
 PONDENCE                     Legislative Bulletin – March, 2014; Insist on Action to Reinstate the Arbitration Cap; Interest Arbitration NJ Digital Government Summit; Leaves of Absence in New Jersey; President Signs Flood Insurance Rate Relief Bill; Office of Legislative Services Budget and Finance Officer Rosen and State Treasurer Eristoff Testify on Governor’s Budget Proposal; Register Today: “Prisoner Re-entry:  Breaking the Cycle” Conference – April 17th; Updates to Online Listing of Grant and Loan Programs Administered by the Department of Environmental Protection; DCA Commissioner Constable Answers Assembly Budget Committee Questions on the Budget;  PSEG Nuclear Power Plant Tour;  

b.	Hunterdon County Planning Board re:  Awards Event Nominations Extension Deadline of Friday, May 30, 2014

c.	Raritan Township & Flemington Borough re:  Build a Rain Barrel Workshop – Comm. Elbert said that there is going to be a Build a Rain Barrel Workshop on Sunday, May 18, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Municipal Building               

d.	Town of Clinton Resolution re:  Calling on the Legislature to make Permanent
the 2% Cap on Interest Arbitration Awards


		CORRESPONDENCE: (Con’t)

e.	Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman re:  Acknowledgement on Receipt of Resolution regarding the 2% Cap on Interest Arbitration Awards – Attorney said that the Assembly is still considering the bill.  

f.	NJ Department of Education re:  2014-2015 Municipal Percentage Shares for Tax Levies for Regional School districts Merged Pursuant to P.L.2009. c78


NON-CONSENT AGENDA:

Minutes:

	Budget Meeting Minutes:	February 19, 2014
 	(Present were:  Antosiewicz, Gilbert, Mangin, O’Brien)

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to approve the Budget Minutes of February 19, 2014.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.
		
1.	Raritan Township Fire Company Membership Applications:

Walter J. Zacek.
Kyle Varin
Tyler Dribbon.
Dan Botero.

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to approve the Fire Company Membership for the above mentioned applicants. 

	






NON-CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – abstain 
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

2.	Resolution #14-67 – Appointment of Deputy Township Clerk

	This resolution was adopted earlier in the meeting.  

CONSENT AGENDA:

All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:

Township Committee Meeting Minutes: 	March 4, 2014
(All Committee Members were present at this meeting)

Resolutions:

Resolution #14-62 – Tax Refunds
 
Resolution #14-63 – Appointing Harry Haushalter as Substitute Tax Attorney
                                     for all Appeals with Conflicts by the Current Tax Attorney
         
	Resolution #14-65 – Authorizing a Lease Agreement with Flemington Borough
		           for Court Rental

Resolution #14-56 – Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign the Municipal
                                  Services Agreement with Flemington Fields 






CONSENT AGENDA: (Con’t)

Resolution #14-63 was removed from the Consent Agenda.

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of
Resolution #14-63.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE 		Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes
OF THE
FLOOR		   
	Attorney Cruz read Resolution #14-64 in full as amended.  

		Resolution #14-64 – CLOSED SESSION:
			          Contractual – Takeover Agreement with First
						Indemnity of America Insurance
						Company for RDR Farms, Inc. –
						Barton Estates Development  
		
Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-64.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

 CLOSED						           Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.
SESSION

OPEN                    The Committee went back into Open Session. 		.
SESSION

[bookmark: _GoBack]			
FURTHER           There was none.
ACTION

ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  8:16 p.m.  
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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