          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                 August 21, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on August 21, 2012 at the  Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert E. Cruz.       
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway, asked why the Traffic Consultant and the Landscape Architect receive the same hourly fee as the attorneys.  She said that there should be public bidding on these services.  Mrs. Sachau suggested that the Township should have more complicated contracts for the attorneys.  She also asked why taxpayers paid $25 for a John King breakfast.  


Comm. King said that this was for Comm. King to attend a breakfast.  He mentioned that this was appropriate for the Township.


***
Mrs. Sachau said that the Chamber of Commerce was currently in Washington DC supporting illegal immigration in the courts.  


Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was the United States Chamber of Commerce not the Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce.

PUBLIC
***      Mrs. Sachau said she felt that the organizations were all related.  She wanted to 
COMMENT
            know why the taxpayers would support an organization that is trying to keep 
(Con’t)
            the problem of illegal immigration going on in this country.  


***
Craig Proctor, 8 Tuccamirgan Road, mentioned that over the years, he has had between 25 and 30 projects go before the Planning Board over the years.  The Planning Board recently held a hearing for Brookview, a holding company for a pharmaceutical firm to be located in the Flemington Trade Center.  It was a great meeting and probably the most meaningful, understandable and helpful meeting he has ever experienced.  The Planner, the Engineer, and the Attorney did an incredible job.  He thanked everyone involved and said he was very impressed.  


***
Jeffrey Kuhl, 61 Kuhl Road, thanked Mr. Proctor for his comments regarding the Planning Bboard.


Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  5,782,210.99

Comm. Antosiewicz asked about Check #3505 regarding water sampling

He wanted to know if this was for well service.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that was for well testing at the parks.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked if the RTMUA could help out with the testing.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this must be done by a certified laboratory.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. King. 


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township Fire Company:
$ 6,562.59

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. King. 

FINANCIAL
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes
ISSUES



Hazard – yes

(Con’t)



King – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

FINANCIAL
REVENUE REPORT – JULY, 2012 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the revenue
ISSUES
from the Hampton Borough Shared Service Court is low.  This is because the payment has not been received for 2012 on the lump sum billing of $11,000.  This is in addition to the fees that Raritan Township keeps.  Payment is due now and another payment is due in December.  The Township received a check for $70,000 from the RTMUA surplus.  With regard to the Flemington Court rental, he said that a letter and invoices were sent in May.  The payments are due June 1st and December 1st in the amount of $5,000 each, however, the Township has not received any payments.    
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality
- Mayor Elbert mentioned that Clerk Rose Sollena has completed 25 years of service to Raritan Township.  



1)
Awards to Township for New Jersey Smart Workplace & Sustainable Jersey Program – Mayor Elbert said that he, Comm. King, Comm. Antosiewicz and Planner Sunyak attended the HART Annual festivities in which the Township received two awards.  One for the Sustainable Jersey Award and a Bronze Level Award for Outstanding Achievement in creating programs that provide and promote commuting options for employees.  


2)
RTMUA re:  Appreciation for Assistance – Mayor Elbert said a letter was received from the RTMUA praising the Construction Department.  Eng. Hajjar coordinated an inspection with the Electrical Inspector, Peter Buchanan, who went out late Friday to check the problem.  


3)
Commending the Construction Office for Assistance During Power Outage



Mayor Elbert remarked on how Construction Official Phil Izzo went out of his way with regard to the fire at Shop Rite a few weeks ago.  Mr. Izzo came in on a Sunday to rectify the problem.  
REPORTS
Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon


(Con’t)
Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – Comm. Antosiewicz said that everything is 


quiet with the schools over the summer.  Hunterdon Central High School sign is up and the school suggested that the Township could use it for municipal purposes.  He was happy to announce that the tax payment schedule has been completed.  One Green Team member has resigned.  The Environmental Commission cancelled their meeting. He attended the RTMUA meeting and, in the next few weeks, they will look at ways to share services to save money.  


John King – Public Works – Comm. King said that the Solid Waste Advisory Committee for the County is moving forward to begin assessing whether or not there is an RFP possibly for both Solid Waste and Recycling pick up on a County-wide basis.  


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – No report.


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard announced the Raritan Township Fire Company 9/11 Stair Climb will be held at the Hunterdon Medical Center on September 9, 2012 from 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.    The Hunterdon County Agricultural Fair will begin on Wednesday, August 29th.    With regard to Parks and Recreation, the fields are being prepped up for the kids for the upcoming season.  The Open Space Committee is looking to the future for possible land acquisitions.  They are also looking at the Urbach property to see about better access.
UNFINISHED
RARITAN MEADOWS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION & CARRIAGE
BUSINESS
GATE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION RE:  JOHANNA FOODS ODOR


***
Marilyn Silva, Raritan Meadows Homeowners Association, 21 Beehive Lane, commented on the problem that has been on-going at Johanna Foods for years. She said that it is impossible for residents to enjoy their property because of the odor.  Although Johanna Foods tried to resolve the situation by implementing extra ventilation systems, there is now a noise problem.  The odor problem has not been rectified.  She asked whether the Township was aware of this environmental issue.  The residents in that area cannot go outside their homes.  People get nauseous and some have complained of eye problems and vomiting. The representatives of Johanna Foods have told the residents and past presidents of the associations that they are looking into building an enclosed system and are working with the Township to get the permits expedited.  This seems to be a stall tactic.  The same excuse has been given in the last eight years, according to their records. The construction of their enclosed system needs to be expedited.  She wanted to know if she could ask the Township to prevent or limit any further expansion or growth is this facility until the environmental issue is resolved.  
UNFINISHED
***
John DeCarlo is President of the Board of Trustees at Carriage Gate, a 
BUSINESS

community of 239 on Dayton Road.  Mr. DeCarlo’s address is 40 Surrey Lane. 
(Con’t)

He said that the association has been informed by Johanna Foods that they intend to go before the Planning Board to request an approval for an expansion of their facility.  The association has not been given any details of what kind of expansion they will ask for.  Last year there were serious issues with odors coming from the facility.  Although they acknowledged that Johanna Foods made improvements in response to the issues last year, the problem has not been eliminated.  Last year, with the assistance of then Mayor John King, Johanna Foods made two commitments.  First to keep the nearby residents informed of what they were doing to solve the problem both short term and long term.  Second, for a long term solution, Johanna Foods committed to replacing their open waste water lagoon with an enclosed treatment system.  At this time, Johanna Foods has declined a request for a meeting and has rarely returned phone messages.  His concern is that they are going to back away from that commitment to install an enclosed waste water treatment system.   Mr. DeCarlo felt that this was the only way to really solve the problem.  There have been numerous complaints sent in over the last three years to the County Health Department and Department of Environmental Protection.  In 2010, there were 19 complaints to the County and 8 complaints to the NJ DEP.  Last year, 171 complaints were made to the County and 88 to the NJ DEP.  This year from March to May, there were 19 complaints to the County and 7 to the NJ DEP.  He said that he detected a very distinctive odor on July 4th, 7th 9th, 10th 11th and 12th plus August 5th and August 19th.  Despite the improvements that Johanna Foods made to the lagoon last year, the odor issue has not been resolved.  


***
Gina Caldarella, 28 Vail Lane, Treasurer of the Raritan Meadows Homeowners Association, was at the meeting representing 300 families.  They are all upset that they have not gotten the proper attention that this matter needs.  The odor issue has been going on and on forever.  Johanna Foods is aware that their disposal system is very antiquated because Mr. Robert Faccina said that in front of them.  He is aware that the lagoon has lived its life.  She wanted to know why an operation that is working 24 hours, 7 days a week, in the middle of a residential area not be respectful of, not only the laws, but of its neighbors. It is no longer a farm area.  It has become a residential area.  Kids cannot go out and play because of the odor.  She pays $14,000 in property taxes and she is very angry.  She cannot function at times because of migraine headaches and cannot enjoy her property. She wanted to know if the Township Committee has heard of this situation and was anything ever been done or looked into.

UNFINISHED
Mayor Elbert said that about 50 years ago he remembers going to that creamery and 
BUSINESS
their disposal system was basically putting stuff in spreaders and spreading it over the 
(Con’t)
fields where the developments are located now.  Much progress has been made since then.  It has always been a mystery to him why people would move into a situation next to a plant such as this one when they are so affected or so upset about those sorts of things.  He was not sure why residential development creeps in right next to heavy food processing or industry.  He believed that Johanna Foods is making a real commitment and has been spending an awful lot of money trying to rectify the situation.  



Comm. King said that he was part of the meeting that took place last year.  The CEO, Mr. Faccina is well aware that the type of facility he has is not capable of processing and is not up to par to what they would like to accomplish.  Mr. Faccina is also well aware that there are concerns about health issues.  Accordingly, last year, the mayor and the neighborhood went to Mr. Faccina and Mr. Faccina did make a number of of comments.  Mr. Faccina said that he was going to put $1 million worth of stuff into the bottom of the pond to rectify the problem.  The group also tried to move forward with the idea of building something in the interior of the building such as a fully self-contained system away from the neighborhoods which would probably alleviate many of the issues.  In order to do so, Mr. Faccina was looking for some assistance in trying to resolve some issues at the State level, however the State level issues have not been resolved.  It was his last understanding, in speaking with Mr. Faccina, that he fully intends to move forward with building a self-contained system and he is waiting for the appropriate approvals so that he could do so.  Comm. King said that he did not think that this was a Township matter from that standpoint.  He certainly did not believe whether or not the Township has any realm as far as limiting production in that facility.  He did say that he had conversations with the Department of Health which were designed to make sure that there were no caustic particulates in the air.  Last year, this resulted in a number of visits by the County Health Department and some subsequent fines associated with activities going on at the location.  He felt that there has been a lot of progress. He also felt empathy and sympathy for the fact that the area smells on hot and muggy days.  


***
Mr. DeCarlo said they did try to set up a meeting this past spring with Mr. Faccina, however, he refused to meet with the homeowners which was bothersome to him.  He felt that if Johanna Foods came in to ask for an expansion, he thought that this should be tied into the enclosed system.  He understood that this would be a Planning Board issue.

UNFINISHED
Comm. King said that the Planning Board was the appropriate place to go.  He also 
BUSINESS
said that Mr. Faccina is not obligated to meet with the residents.  However, a phone 
(Con’t)
call or a letter would be in order.  He did not think that Mr. Faccina was intentionally shutting down communications with the neighbors.  Mr. King remarked that he has not spoken with Mr. Faccina since last year.  


***
Mrs. Silva said that when they originally met with Mr. Faccina, he gave the residents a time line for the work to be done.  The denial to meet was contradictory to what Mr. Faccina had promised the homeowners.  She said that there was no disclosure to the residents that were moving in that this was a problem.  People would not have moved in had they known about this.  It is problematic that the residents cannot enjoy their properties.  The residents will not be quiet about this matter.  It is not fair that windows cannot be opened because of the smell.  She mentioned that at the time the homes were being built, Mr. Faccina told her that he had a discussion with the Township and did not understand why this residential neighborhood was being built so close to the facility.  Mr. Faccina understood that there would be problems with the noise and smell and said that the burm that was built was built because of discussions that he had with the Planning Board.  This was kept from the public and it was not fair.  


Mayor Elbert suggested to the homeowners to write a letter to Mr. Faccina and copy the Mayor and Committee and try to set up a meeting.  



AMENDING THE RULES & GUIDELINES FOR THE COMMUNITY GARDEN – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was a request from Jeannie Geremia to change the hours that the hose would be available.  Item #13 would be changed from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. to dusk.  Comm. Antosiewicz said he hopes to get greater participation next year.  He spoke with two residents who live in condos and they love the idea of the garden.  A resolution amending the Guidelines was adopted later in the meeting.  
 NEW
THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
BUSINESS
TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AND THE RARITAN HILLS CORPORATION – Attorney Cruz said that a few years ago, the Township entered into a Developer’s Agreement with Raritan Hills Corporation.  That entailed several aspects and one of them was a donation to the Township of the property that is adjacent to the Municipal Building known as the Dvoor property.  The second aspect was the building of a booster pump station on that property.  There is also a need, as a result of the preliminary approvals for Raritan Hills, to obtain a sidewalk easement in front of the 
NEW
Kathleen Ubel Pohl property.  Those were all things that were originally required by 
BUSINESS
that agreement and, as time has passed, this agreement needed to be modified.  The
(Con’t)
size of the booster pump station is going to be slightly larger than was originally identified in the agreement and the Dvoor property, when conveyed, has to be maintained by someone and Raritan Hills Corporation will retain that responsibility or Raritan Hills’ successor developer.  The same thing is true with maintenance of the sidewalk in front of the Kathleen Ubel Pohl property.  Mrs. Pohl was happy to convey that easement, however, she primarily resides out of State.  She has a tenant on the property and was concerned that she did not want to be responsible for the maintenance of the sidewalk or clearing debris, snow and ice and Raritan Hills and their successors have agreed to clear the sidewalk while the property is owned by Mrs. Pohl.  Those are the three items that are being amended in the Developer’s Agreement. As the application for final subdivision approval moves before the Planning Board, the Township is getting closer to closing on the Dvoor property.  In addition to that, the developer has already granted an easement to the New Jersey American Water Company for the booster pump station.  The reason for that is that the Township desired to have the property burdened by that easement before it took title to it otherwise it would become a difficult process to convey an easement to the utility company.  The footprint for the pump station is the footprint of the building.  That building would be eventually taken down by the NJ American Water Company and, in its place, would go the pump station.   



Comm. Antosiewicz asked Planning Board Chairman Jeffrey Kuhl if the house had to be torn down as part of this.  


***      Jeff Kuhl said that when it was worked out with the developer, it ended up that the pump house had to be in the area where the house currently is.  There were discussions about trying to save the house, however, it was apparently not really worth saving.  The pump station would not be able to be constructed with the house still on the property.  The pump station will be built to look like a school house to fit in with the Dvoor property.  The Township did not want to have any responsibility for maintaining the house.  

Comm. Antosiewicz said that he has other outside groups that are interested in the house.  He wanted to know what additional cost would be involved if the Township would like to consider keeping the house.   


***       Mr. Kuhl said that Comm. Antosiewicz should contact Planner Jamie Sunyak.

NEW
Attorney Cruz said that the location of the pump station was driven by two things.
BUSINESS
One was the existing driveway and also that there are several very mature trees on the 
(Con’t)
property that there was an interest in saving.  The idea was to utilize the existing 
 
entrance with no additional curb cut.  It was to tuck the pump station in that area and 


try to continue have a consistency with the surrounding architecture.  Mr. Cruz 
 
mentioned that he and Adm. Pietrefesa have contacted the developer over the last two 


years and on various occasions and the developer does respond when called upon.  


There is a resolution listed for the consideration of the Committee authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to sign the Agreement.  It is Resolution #12-140 under the Consent Agenda.  

Comm. Antosiewicz asked for a postponement of the adoption of Resolution #12-140 until the next meeting.


Attorney Cruz said that the building has nothing to do with the Agreement.  If the Township wanted to relocate that building, it would be something that would have to be worked out with the Water Company.  Comm. Antosiewicz said he wanted to review any options that the Township had before any action was taken.  It was the consensus of the Committee to table Resolution #12-140.



TAX APPEAL REPORT – Adm. Pietrefesa commented that this report was submitted by Tax Assessor Marianne Busher regarding the outcome of all the Tax Appeals from the County Board of Taxation.  There were 106 appeals.  The net effect from the local appeals was actually an increase of $999,000 which will generate $22,856 in taxes.  The Township will keep about $19,200 and the rest will go to the other entities.  The appeals that are based on the statute are handled by the State Tax Court.    


AWARD OF CONTRACT FOR PURCHASE OF MOWER FOR PUBLIC WORKS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that an ordinance was adopted for the purchase of a mower for the Public Works Department.  The purchase will be under the Middlesex County Educational Services Commission Purchasing Cooperative.  The price for the mower is $49,939 from Storr Tractor.  A resolution to award the contract to Storr Tractor was adopted later in the meeting.


SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS FOR 2012/2013 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township must appoint crossing guards annually.  Lt. Donovan has given a report and recommended the appointments.  Crossing guards must go through special training and background checks.  They will be paid an hourly wage. A resolution appointing the crossing guards was adopted later in the meeting.  
NEW
REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE FOR FLEMINGTON 
BUSINESS
CONCRETE PRODUCTS – Tony Hajjar, Acting Engineer, said that this was a site 
(Con’t)
plan application before the Planning Board which was approved June, 2010.  Construction was started in July, 2010.  A Temporary Certificate of Occupancy was granted in March of 2011.  At that time, a bond of approximately $500,000 was 


required to be posted.  On August 3rd a bond reduction was requested.  An inspection 


was performed and the estimated remaining site improvement cost was a 


recommendation that the bond be reduced to $72,735.00.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACTS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is based on appointments done at the beginning of the year by the Township Committee and the Planning and Zoning Boards.  The attorney’s fees are all the same and have not changed in the last three years.  There are also separate rates for paralegals and others. Resolutions are required to award the contracts and are required to be advertised.   Resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.  The following Professional Services Contracts were awarded for the year 2012:  Planning Board Attorney, John Belardo; Township Attorney, Albert E. Cruz; Special COAH Counsel, John Belardo; Tax Attorney, Martin Allen; Township Auditor, Robert Morrison; Board Conflict Engineering Expert, Cathleen Marcelli; Landscape Architect, John Morgan Thomas; Labor Attorney, Richard Flaum; Board of Adjustment Attorney, Jonathan Drill and Traffic Consultant, Judd Rocciola.

ORDINANCES:


ORDINANCE #12-8
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN AND MORE SPECIFICALLY TO REPEAL  CHAPTER 6.02 ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE IN ITS ENTIRETY



Mayor Elbert said that he received a number of phone calls on this issue.  He knows that people with animals are very appreciative that the Township has done this.  
Meeting opened to the public.
***      Jeff Kuhl, 61 Kuhl Road, asked that the Township vote in favor of this ordinance.  As part of an agricultural family of the town, it was restrictive.  This was apparently done because of one person.  Because of that code, he reduced the amount of cattle that the Kuhl’s had.  Other people did likewise.  
ORDINANCES               With the ordinance repealed, he hoped it would help energize the agricultural  

(Con’t)                              community. 
Mayor Elbert commented that the damages caused by animals are still the responsibility of the owner.  

                              Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public on Ordinance

                              #12-8.
Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.
Vote:
4 – 0 motion carried.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance #12-8 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes


Hazard – yes



King – yes



Elbert – yes

CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Seminar: “Labor Negotiations Primer – Collective Negotiations and Interest Arbitration”; Affordable Housing Trust Funds; Advising League of Status of Housing Trust Funds; “Taking the Mystery out of Applying for Grants”; A-323/S-2074 – Permits “Agricultural Tourism:” Activities on Preserved Farmland; Invitation to Join Mayors’ Wellness Campaign; “Ethics, Conflicts of Interest and the Open Public Records Act (OPRA); Verizon Personal Property Tax Issue Appeal; Utilize State Museum’s 911 Commemorative Resources; Contractor’s Registration Act; “Sustainable Jersey’s First Ever “Farm to Table” Fundraiser”; New Content on DLGS Web Site; “The Fundamentals of Procurement Cards and Local Public Contracts Law:” Fall Conference Information; Michael A. Pane Memorial Award; SCR-110 – Constitutional Amendment Regarding Judicial Salaries; An Important Decision Regarding the Open Public Meetings Act; State Begins Process to Seize Affordable Housing Trust Funds; Red Tape Review Commission Hearing on Government Contracting/Procurement;  Governor Signs Solar Legislation – S-1925/A2966; US Green Building Council New Jersey Chapter Seeking Nominations for 10th Anniversary Gala Awards; 2012 New Jersey Governor’s Environmental Excellence Awards; Appellate Division Decision Regarding Trust Funds; 
CORRES-

Lieutenant Governor Requests Disaster Declaration; 18th Annual Mayors’ Hall 
PONDENCE

of Fame; “New Jersey Pensions Eligibility and the Common Misconceptions”; 
(Con’t)

League Opposes A-24095/S-1651, Removing the Statute of Limitations on Civil Actions for Sexual Abuse; 

b.
NJ Council on Affordable Housing re:  Trust Fund Current Balance




c.
Elizabethtown Gas Notice of Public Hearings (Information on File in the 




Clerk’s Office)

d.
Raritan Headwaters Association re:  Association’s Annual Stream Clean Up

e
Electronics Collection – Saturday, October 13, 2012

Household Hazardous Waste Clean Up Day – Saturday, November 10, 2012

f.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce News – August, 2012 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office); Invitation to 2012 Golf Classic at Copper Hill Country Club;

24th Annual Business EXPO – October 16, 2012

g.
Comcast Information

h.
Rutgers  - NJ Agricultural Experiment Station re:  Great Tomato Tasting

i.
NJ DEP re:  Construction Permit to NJ American Water (Information on File in the Clerk’s Office) 

j.
Hunterdon County Purchasing Department re:  Resurfacing and Surface Treatment Program (Forwarded to Superintendent Dirk Struening)  

k.
NJ DEP re:  Vapor Concern Mitigation Report – Former EPEC Polymers, Inc.

l.
City of Lambertville Resolution re:  Supporting the Military Initiative to Employ Reservist and National Guard Members 

m.
Franklin Township Ordinances re:  Township Code

n.
Readington Township Ordinance re:  Land Use (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

o.
NJ DOT re:  Acceptance of Applications for the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) FY 2013 State Aid Programs

CORRES-
Comments:

PONDENCE
(Con’t)
Item #11”b” - NJ Council on Affordable Housing re:  Trust Fund Current Balance – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township owes $0 back to them.  Mr. Belardo was concerned on how the response was to be given.  Planner Jamie Sunyak and Attorney Belardo will be back from vacation next week and they will advise the Mayor.  Attorney Cruz said that the Appellate Division stayed that letter and the Appellate 

Division felt that the letter from the Executive Director was not authorized.  The only 

body that could authorize that letter was the Council on Affordable Housing itself. 

Until there is further direction from the courts or the Council on Affordable Housing, that certification need not be filed.  
Item #11”d” – Raritan Headwaters Association re:  Association’s Annual Stream 

Clean Up - Comm. King said that he wanted to recognize the Township’s participation of Don Hutchins from the Department of Public Works in his help with the Raritan Headwaters Association Annual Stream Clean Up. This is the type of letter that should be in the Hunterdon County Democrat because it shows positives and how people come together in the community as far as trying to take care of the environment.  He wanted to make sure that it was duly noted. Comm. Antosiewicz asked about the next stream clean up day and/or can it be extended to other organizations.  Comm. King said that this is always done in April.  Volunteers included scout groups, neighborhood citizens, service clubs, students, green teams, community advocates and families.  Comm. Antosiewicz said he would like to indicate a calendar of events to include these types of clean ups.  Perhaps it can be placed in the newsletter.  
Item #11”f” - Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce News – August, 2012 – Comm. Antosiewicz wanted to mention the PBA Gold Outing in September.  

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

The following items were removed from the Consent Agenda:

1)
Item #12”e” – Resolution #12-140 – Authorizing the Mayor & Clerk to Sign the Amended Agreement with Raritan Hills Corporation for Hilltop

2)
Item #12”f” – Resolution #12-141 – Authorizing the Purchase of a Mower through Middlesex Regional Educational Services Commission Cooperative Purchase Under State Contract #65MCESCCOPS, Bid #MRESC10/11-16

CONSENT

Minutes:
AGENDA
(Con’t)

1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
June 19, 2012








July 10, 2012








July 17, 2012




Resolutions:




Resolution #12-136 – Return of Zoning Permit Fee to Eric & Beth Ann Lugue

Resolution #12-137 – Tax Refunds
Resolution #12-138 – Return of Street Opening Bond to Clinton Mason 

Resolution #12-139 – Amending the Community Garden Rules

Resolution #12-140 – Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign the



Amended Agreement with Raritan Hills



Corporation for Hilltop

Resolution #12-141 – Authorizing the Purchase of a Mower through Middlesex 



Regional Educational Services Commission Cooperative



Purchase Under State Contract #65MCESCCPS, Bid 



#MRESC10/11-16
Resolution #12-142 – Authorizing the School Crossing Guards for 2012/2013
Resolution #12-144 – Authorizing the Reduction of Performance Bond to



Flemington Concrete Products – B 27, L 30.02

Resolution #12-145 – Professional Services Contract for Planning Board 



Attorney

Resolution #12-146 – Professional Services Contract for Township Attorney

Resolution #12-147 – Professional Services Contract for Special COAH Counsel

Resolution #12-148 – Professional Services Contract for Special Tax Attorney

Resolution #12-149 – Professional Services Contract for Township Auditor

CONSENT

Resolution #12-150 – Professional Services Contract for Board Conflict 

AGENDA




Engineering Expert

(Con’t)
Resolution #12-151 – Professional Services Contract for Landscape Architect
Resolution #12-152 – Professional Services Contract for Labor Attorney




Resolution #12-153 – Professional Services Contract for Zoning Board of







Adjustment Attorney

Resolution #12-154 – Professional Services Contract for Traffic Consultant
Resolution #12-155 – Refund for a DVD from Police Department 

Resolution #12-156 – Authorization to Extend the Appointment of Acting Fire


Official to Drew Kintzel Effective August 21, 2012 to



September 4, 2012

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Items #12”e” and #12”f”.
Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.
Roll Call Vote: 
Antosiewicz – yes



Hazard – yes




King – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #12-140 - Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign the



Amended Agreement with Raritan Hills



Corporation for Hilltop

Resolution #12-140 was tabled.

Resolution #12-141 - Authorizing the Purchase of a Mower through Middlesex 



Regional Educational Services Commission Cooperative



Purchase Under State Contract #65MCESCCPS, Bid 



#MRESC10/11-16
CONSENT
Comm. King asked that this resolution be removed from the Consent Agenda because 
AGENDA

the did not believe that the Township should bond for this type of equipment.

(Con’t)
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-141.




Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Hazard.




Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – no




Elbert – yes

Motion carried. 
PRIVILEGE 
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes

OF THE
FLOOR

***
Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said that one of the tropical storms that was named may be headed toward the east coast.  He wanted everyone to support the Fire Company.  The County CERT Team is trained and he hopes to be able to create Raritan Township’s own CERT Team. He also mentioned that the Red Cross Chapter is in a different location.  The Salvation Army is actually coming into the area as well and taking over more sheltering responsibilities.  



Comm. King asked Mr. Veneziale about the issue the County is facing with respect to the burn building.




***
Mr. Veneziale said that, in the past, he was Training Center Director.  This was a building that was built many years ago.  It is a prop.  Unfortunately, it will eventually have to be replaced.  The County has the Route 12 facility which is off of Pittstown Road.  At this time, space is leased in the back of the Mountain View Prison property that abuts to a park.  There is a pond and some stream issues which is another reason that it should be relocated.  Mr. Veneziale stressed that if volunteers are to be kept in this Township, then training must be available.  Having a local facility will help greatly.  



Comm. Antosiewicz asked if, after the high school opens, would it be a good time to speak with the superintendent about any students that are interested in fire fighting or EMT training.  




***
Mr. Veneziale said absolutely.  It is very important that young people be recruited.
Resolution #12-143 – CLOSED SESSION:

 Contractual – Union Negotiations - Union Negotiations –          Teamster’s Union Local 469; 
 CWA White Collar Union Local 1040; Supervisor’s Union

 Higher Level Supervisor’s Union; PBA Local 337
 Land Acquisition – Pizzo Property – 66 Johanna Farms Rd.

All items on listed on Resolution #12-143 were discussed earlier in Closed Session.
ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.    


Vote:
4 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:  8:15 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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