          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

               December 4, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on December 4, 2012  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Deputy Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Gary Hazard, Comm. John King and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert Cruz.       
MEETING
Deputy Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Deputy Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 

EAGLE SCOUT AWARD TO FRANK J. MONDELLA


Mr. Mondella was not present to receive the award.  The matter was tabled.  
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, said that any contract made in the Township should be done to the best financial benefit for the residents.  She was not sure why there is no investigation of contracts with whoever will pay the best price to use the land and farm it.  She has heard nothing as to why the Township is staying with the same person.  She thought that the Township had a fiduciary duty to make sure that the land in the Township produces the best revenue.  She felt that if the bamboo issue is the issue of one person, then it does not seem to be a huge problem for the rest of the people in town and she wondered why the Township was looking into that.  She also noted that the Township is given a 50-year use of right-of-way and wondered why the Township is making obligations for the grandchildren.  She thought that it was a long a period of time to make a contract.

FINANCIAL         Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  10,785,126.66
ISSUES

Deputy Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. King.  

Comm. King asked about the $129,000 figure for payroll.  He also wanted to know about the figure of $43,873.00.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the first figure was for the Police Department.  The second figure was for the Public Works Department.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





King – yes




Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Budget Transfers (Four (4) Votes Needed for Adoption)


Resolution #12-208 – Budget Transfers


Adm. Pietrefesa said that Resolution #12-208 must be tabled because it need four votes for adoption.  Only three (3) Committeemen were present.  


Revenue Report – October 


Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Construction Fees are behind schedule.  Court fines are always one month behind.  The East Amwell and Raritan Township Construction Code fees lagging behind.  The escrow and inspection fees have exceeded the amount that was estimated.  Delinquent taxes were above the amount that was anticipated.

Snow Report


Tuesday, November 27th - $22,677.00 – Acknowledged.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Oliver Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality




No report
REPORTS:
Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon

(Con’t)
Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – The schools are quiet at this time.  He attended a dinner event at the high school.  No report on RTMUA.  The Green Team will be meeting in one week.  He mentioned that Christine Meuller, who lived on Route 523, passed away and left about $90,000 to several organizations.  There was a wonderful article on her in the Hunterdon County Democrat as well as on NJ.com.  He participated in the County Chamber of Commerce to honor local businesses and Steven Little was honored as well as Karen Shankoff.  The parade that was held on Sunday, December 2nd was a very nice event.   


John King – Public Works – Comm. King said that with respect to Safe Routes to Schools, HART is aware and is trying to work with Wendy Smith at the NJ DOT to rectify a difference in interpretation.  There is a difference between a funded amount and a grant amount for the project.  The funded amount is not the same as the grant amount.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the additional work has not been authorized.  If the additional money is not approved, the Township does not have to go through with the rest of the project.  


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – Comm. Mangin said that priority is the Beemis Bag location on Route 12.  There is an industrial customer from New York State looking to purchase that property.  He cannot mention the name of the customer.  There could be the potential of 70 jobs and an expansion of the plant.  No report on the Board of Health.


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – No report.
UNFINISHED
INVASIVE SPECIES – This matter was tabled.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that between 
BUSINESS
94 and 97 Old Clinton Road, there is a forest of bamboo on both sides of the road and is taking over the entire area.  He urged everyone to visit the site.



NJ DOT RE:  BECKS CORNET BIKEWAY & PEDESTRIAN TRAIL – Adm. Pietrefesa said that was a response to the Township’s request regarding the trail where the Township requested $300,000 and the Township only received $100,000.  The engineer has to now scale down the project.  The Township requested a deadline for revision which the NJ DOT granted until March 24, 2013.  He was confused as to the memo that was received.  The memo states that they will not approve the deadline until September, 2013.  This is probably a typo since the NJ DOT already approved the deadline for revision until March 24, 2013.  


USE OF FEMA MONEY – Deputy Mayor Mangin said that the FEMA reimbursement is $76,164.15.  Adm. Pietrefesa suggested that this matter be tabled until the next meeting.  
UNFINISHED        ***     Frank Veneziale, OEM Coordinator, said that he has a list of basic needs for 
BUSINESS                         the use of the FEMA funds from Hurricane Sandy.  The other issues is the use 
(Con’t)                                of vehicles.  


Mayor Mangin reported that Fire Department President, Jim Reasoner is in the ICU Unit at Robert Wood Johnson Hospital.  He fell off the top of a fire truck and hit his head.  He broke his wrist and had some bleeding on the outside of his brain and other tests are planned.  


***     Mr. Veneziale said that Mr. Reasoner fell off a private truck that he was             working on.  The latest report is that he is improving and some tests have come back negative.



 NEW
STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT RE:  BLOCK 63.01, LOT 1.14, 
 BUSINESS
TEDDY & ELIZABETH MERTYRIS – Attorney Cruz said that this is a settlement of a tax appeal.  The Tax Assessor and Township Tax Appeal Attorney both recommend the settlement.  It represents a reduction of $26,400 in assessed value for the year 2013 and will not result in any refund or credits against the existing tax revenues of the Township.  It is primarily recommended because the reduction in the assessment will be far less than the continued cost to litigate this matter.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the reduction will result in a total of about $604.00 in taxes of which $98 will go for County taxes that the Township will receive a credit on.  He also said that the Township cannot receive a credit from the schools because the schools are due 100% of their levy.  


SPECIAL MEETING – It was the consensus of the Committee to hold a special meeting on Thursday, December 13, 2012 @ 8:00 a.m.  The discussion will be about budget transfers and 2013 appointments and contractual issues of contract negotiations for all unions.   
ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #12-14

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A FIFTY (50) YEAR NON-EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISE TO UNITED FEDERAL DATA, LLC, FOR THE USE OF A LIMITED PORTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN’S PUBLIC ROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY FOR THE PURPOSE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS TRANSMISSION SERVICE
Deputy Mayor Mangin said that Representatives from United Federal Data were present 

at the last meeting to describe the project.    
ORDINANCES:
Deputy Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to open the meeting to the public on Ordinance 
(Con’t)
#12-14.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. King.
Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.
Deputy Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to close the meeting to the public and adopt Ordinance #12-14 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.  

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.  
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes


King – yes


Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Newly Elected Officials; “Executive Leadership Training for Mayor’s and Council Presidents; S-2 Amended by Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee Now Heads to Senate Floor; Mayors Hurricane Sandy Survey; Honor and Remember Flag Bill Signed; “The Fundamentals of Procurement Cards and Local Public Contracts Law:”; 21st Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day:  February 6, 2013; Hurricane Sandy Aftermath Part One; Housing and Urban Development Listening Sessions; 2012 Hiring Our Heros – Veterans Rebuild New Jersey; Appellate Division Release Decision Regarding Attorney’s Fees Under the Common Law Right of Access to Public Records; New Jersey’s Infrastructure:  What is Needed and How to Fund It; Legislative Bulletin, November; S-2 Shared Services Bill Threatens to Penalize Taxpayers; Recent Amendments Weaken Management Reforms; League Files Supreme Court Amicus Brief on Verizon v. Hopewell; Two New Local Finance Board Rule Proposals; 

b.
Resolution Honoring Freeholder Ronald M. Sworen – Deputy Mayor Mangin asked that a proclamation honoring Freeholder Ronald Sworen be presented at the next meeting, December 18, 2012.  He was already honored by the Chamber of Commerce at the Chamber breakfast.  Attorney Cruz said that because Mr. Sworen cannot be at the meeting of December 18th, it was recommended that the Clerk prepare the proclamation and send it to the County.  He will be honored by the County on the same day.  The proclamation could be read at the Township Committee Meeting on December 18, 2012.
CORRES-
c.
JCP&L re:  Thank You Letter to Elected Officials

PONDENCE


(Con’t)

d.
Township of Clinton Resolution re:  Calling for an Investigation into the Mismanagement of “Hurricane Sandy” by JCP&L

e.
NJ DEP Treatment Works Approval for Raritan Industrial Park

f.
Hunterdon Drug Awareness Program, Inc re:  Request for Donation

g.
Town of Clinton Resolution re:  Opposing A2586 – Exempting Private Universities & Colleges from Land Use Law
h.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce – November (Booklet on File in the             Clerk’s Office)                        

i.
Hunterdon County Open Space & Historic Preservation Trust Program re:  Annual Resolution to Bank & Reserve the 2012 Municipal Allocation of Hunterdon County Open Space Trust Funds – Deputy Mayor Mangin said the Municipal Allocation of Open Space Trust Funds is $128,882.00.  A resolution should be adopted to bank those dollars by the Township.  
      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Resolutions:

a.
Resolution #12-209 – Stipulation of Settlement for Block 63.01, Lot 1.14 – 





Teddy 
and Elizabeth Mertyris

b.
Resolution #12-212 – Tax Refunds
c.
Resolution #12-213 – Authorization to Renew Lease Agreement with 





Farmer on Urbach Property
Attorney Cruz said that Item c. Resolution #12-213 has not yet been prepared and should be tabled.  
Deputy Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Item c.

CONSENT

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.
AGENDA

(Con’t)

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE


FLOOR

***
Frank Veneziale, OEM Coordinator, said that the Flemington-Raritan Rescue               Squad held their elections and elected Frank Emanuel as President and Chief                Dave Giuliani.  The banquet will be held at the Sergeantsville Fire House on                 Saturday, January 26, 2013.  The Fire Company will hold its banquet on                       January 5, 2013.  He said that he is addressing issues with FEMA and putting his submissions in.  Raritan Township Municipal Utilities Authority (RTMUA) has done so as well.  There are still some areas in the Township that need to be addressed. 



Comm. King asked how the problems are being directed to JCP&L.  




***
Mr. Veneziale said the problems are being made aware to John Anderson who              is the representative of JCP&L.  He will follow up with him.  He stressed the                importance of letting him know if there are any problems.  He also stressed the                    importance of having better communication with JCP&L. 




Comm. Antosiewicz said he received a few requests from Dr. Allan Dalkin, Director of Center for Government Services at Rutgers.  He is doing a study on the most recent response to the storm.  Deputy Mayor Mangin asked the Clerk to prepare a proclamation for Chris Phelan, Flemington-Raritan First Aid & Rescue Squad and Hunterdon Chamber of Commerce.  
Planner Sunyak said that Tara Shepard, HART, has been working on creating a Complete Streets Policy.  She distributed a draft policy to the Committee.  This is a policy that basically encourages pedestrian and bikeway safety improvements where they are feasible on local roads.  This is implementation of the bike and pedestrian Master Plan and of the 2008 Municipal Master Plan.  She asked that this matter be placed on the agenda for the meeting on December 18, 2012.  HART should be present at the next meeting to answer any questions.
Resolution #12-211 – CLOSED SESSION:






Contractual – Contract Negotiations:  PBA Local 337;

 Teamster’s Union Local 469; CWA White

                                                             Collar Union Local 1040; Supervisor’s Union;

                                                             Higher Level Supervisor’s Union

 


Personnel      – 2013 Appointments




Resolution #12-211 was tabled.

ADJOURN-
Deputy Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.   


Vote:
3 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:  7:40 p.m.   






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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