		December 2, 2014
		Township Committee Meeting Minutes

The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on December 2, 2014, at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Karen Gilbert.  Also present was Committeeman-elect Richard Chen and Committeeman-elect Louis C. Reiner.  Also in attendance was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney 
		Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue. 

 	There were no comments from the public.  
	
FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  4,135,060.59
ISSUES
		Mayor O’Brien pointed out that approximately $3.5 million was paid for taxes to the County.  $200,000 was paid for the sweeper and approximately $180,000 for payroll.  He wanted to know about a payment to E.B. Fence.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this payment for the fence at Lenape Park.

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.
	
		Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	




FINANCIAL 	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
ISSUES				Gilbert - yes
				Elbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 
REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

 	Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel – Mayor O’Brien said that Frederick Krowl will be appointed as Construction Code Official.  He mentioned that there will be two Eagle Scouts honored at St. Magdaline’s Church on Sunday at 1:00 p.m.  On Sunday at 5:00 p.m., there will be a Holiday Parade on Main Street in Flemington.  Mayor O’Brien, Comm. Mangin, Comm. Gilbert and Comm. Antosiewicz will attend.  World War II Veterans will be honored at that parade.  The Senior Luncheon will take place on December 13, 2014.  Mayor O’Brien reminded Adm. Pietrefesa that the 2015 Budget is due to the Township Committee by December 1, 2014.  Adm. Pietrefesa said it is difficult to meet the December 1, 2014 deadline because some of the revenue is not in.  The last revenue report received was for the month of October.  Adm. Pietrefesa mentioned that the Appropriation Cap is 1.5%.    

Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development – Comm. Mangin said that at the monthly RTMUA meeting held on November 19th, the RTMUA approved the consent resolution regarding the Water Management Plan for Frenchtown Borough.  He mentioned that he had a discussion with Bruce Miller, Administrator of the RTMUA who informed him that the RTMUA has revised its capacity numbers, however, this could not be shared at this time.  He will review the sewer capacity together with Comm. Gilbert.  The clients are still interested in purchasing the Beemis property.  This will be a food company who will utilize the rail.  They will stay as an Industrial Zone at least through the 1st Quarter of 2015.  Comm. Mangin also mentioned that a letter was received from Sue Dzmaria, Director of the Planning Board of Hunterdon County, who stated that she was in receipt of the Township’s comments on CEDS.    

Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians  Committee – Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Planner, Engineer and he met with the Mayor of Readington Township to discuss the proposed changes to River Road relative to making it a one-way and limit the weight.  A letter of support was received from Readington Township to move forward with the one-way and weight limit restrictions.   The residents in that area agreed with the change.  The Township will continue to work with Readington Township.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the issue of 



REPORTS:	school bussing has to be addressed and NJ DOT has to be advised about the weight limit.  Planner Sunyak said that Phase I was covered.  She said that the school was okay with the full one way.  With regard to Phase 2 and Phase 3, they will be working as hard and quickly as they can.  

Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
Parks & Recreation – Comm. Gilbert said that it was brought to her attention by someone on the Board of Education about whether or not the Raritan Township Fire Company, Rescue Squad and OEM are familiar with the layout of the schools.  The emergency squads did not have this layout.  OEM Coordinator Frank Veneziale said that it would be beneficial to have this layout especially for the high school because there are many different buildings.  Perhaps several drills could be done, so everyone will be on board.  Comm. Gilbert said she would like to start this dialogue with the Public Safety Committee Liaison in the new year.  There will be a tour of the Croton properties by the Open Space Committee on Wednesday, December 10th in the morning.   Planner Sunyak and the Mayor said they would like to participate in this tour.  The Township adopted a resolution to provide funding to the New Jersey Conservation Foundation in the amount of $108,000.  Mayor O’Brien said that he would like to have the Open Space Committee present to tell how they choose properties for open space and what their priorities are.  Comm. Gilbert said that Marie Newell of the New Jersey Conservation Foundation will also be present on the tour.   She mentioned that the Senior Luncheon will be held on December 13, 2014.   

Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality – Comm. Elbert said that he would like to see the Committee move forward on the purchasing of the new fire truck.  The property that the Open Space Committee is interested in substituting for the Croton Properties is a bargain sale property that is a bit below the appraised value.  In the previous resolution, the funds were capped at $180.000 of green acres monies.  Mayor O’Brien read a thank you note from Rencom for the work that Planner Sunyak and Engineer Hajjar did in support of the Flemington Hundai.    They were knowledgeable and courteous.  
		
	UNFINISHED	 HUNTERDON COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RE:  CONSENT FROM 
BUSINESS	 THE TOWNSHIP ON THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE HUNTERDON COUNTY WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT (WQM) PLAN – FRENCHTOWN BOROUGH WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN (WMP) CHAPTER – Mayor O’Brien said that there is a resolution from the RTMUA in support of this proposed amendment.  A resolution was adopted by the Township Committee later in the meeting.    





UNFINISHED	SALE OF LAND ALONG THE FROMER PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE
BUSINESS	Attorney Cruz said that the title search disclosed that the Township does not own that portion of Pennsylvania Avenue no longer necessary for public in fee.  Meaning that the Township did not own the full rights to that property so the Township cannot sell its interest in that property as has been proposed.  His recommendation was that Ordinance #14-15 be tabled.  This does not mean that the Township does not have rights to that property.  The public has a right of way to utilize that property.  Because it is no longer useable as a street, the Township Committee, if it so desires, may vacate the public rights to that property.  In order to vacate the rights to that property it must be done via an ordinance.   This will release the property to the adjoining owners to the center of the road.  In essence, the property that is now the street would go to the three adjoining property owners to the center of the road.  Attorney Cruz will prepare an ordinance for introduction in January to vacate the public’s right to that road.  

		Comm. Mangin asked that when the property is vacated, will there be assurance that this property will be maintained by the property owners.  There is a commercial business that is adjacent to that property and would like to purchase it.  Can the Township then take a position and act as a conduit for the interested party to see if the property owners would sell to this business.  Attorney Cruz said that the three property owners are the Black River and Western Railroad, the State of New Jersey and Magna Power.  The town would be releasing its interest to the center of the road.  Comm. Mangin asked who would be responsible for any liability.  Attorney Cruz said that it is the Township’s right of way until it is vacated.  Attorney Cruz said that part of what the title search disclosed is that there is a series of deeds indicating that the public has a right of way in that property and the deeds are all subject to the public interest in that property.   

	***      Rick Rainey, said that Magna Power might want to put a parking lot on that property in the future.    

	Attorney Cruz said that the Township has to go through a chain of title and what, in
	their respective deeds, was reserved for this.  In essence, the deed has a description
	and then it reserves a portion of that description subject to the public’s rights.  

	***      Committeeman-elect Louis Reiner, 445 State Highway 12, said that the Township should relinquish its rights to the property at this time.  

	Attorney Cruz said that an ordinance must be adopted to vacate and, given the
	timeframe for adoption, the ordinance would have to be introduced in the new year.  

		




UNFINISHED	RENEWAL IN THE SOMERSET COUNTY JOINT INSURANCE FUND (JIF)
BUSINESS	Adm. Pietrefesa distributed a memorandum explaining what the Somerset County Joint Insurance Fund provides to the Township.  Information was provided for deductibles, the amount of coverages and how they are formatted with the secondary markets.  Adm. Pietrefesa recommended that the Township renew the membership in the Joint Insurance Fund.

		Comm. Gilbert said that the memorandum was very helpful to understand the purpose of the Joint Insurance Fund and the decision making process of why the Township chooses the JIF over other insurance companies. Adm. Pietrefesa said that there are other Joint Insurance Funds on the market, however, he does not know who the members are.  In the Somerset County JIF the members consist of Clinton Township, Delaware Township, Branchburg Township, Bridgewater, Greenbrook.  These municipalities align very closely with Raritan Township.   

		Mayor O’Brien said that the information was very useful.  The Somerset County Joint Insurance Fund does a great service to the Township, however, struggles with the fact that there is no comparison.  It is very tough to make a decision on that basis.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.  

		FORECLOSURE AND ABANDONED PROPERTIES DRAFT ORDINANCE
		Planner Sunyak distributed a draft ordinance to the Township Committee regarding foreclosed and abandoned properties.  The draft ordinance tries to address a number of issues dealing with buildings that are unfit, buildings that are vacant and buildings that are in need of assistance or repair.  This came about because of a series of complaints from neighbors of these properties.  The Zoning Office does not have the ability to force someone to clean up their property.  There is no easy solution to this matter with regard to the length of the ordinance.   There have been complaints made on at least 15 – 20 properties that the Zoning Office has been tracking.  The Zoning Office has been working with the County Health Department, homeowners and property management agencies.  Without having an ordinance to enforce, there is nothing the Zoning Office can do.  Some of these issues may involve fire, police, code and zoning enforcement in addition to the Hunterdon County Health Department.  She would like the Committee to review the draft ordinance and supply feedback to her.  Planner Sunyak mentioned that there is one particular property on a cul-de-sac located on a corner that has been vacated for some time.  The Zoning Office has been in contact with the management company and they keep answering that they have maintained the property which is not correct.  She said that it is extremely unfair for the people who live on that block and see that property.  

		




UNFINISHED	Comm. Mangin said that there definitely a need for the ordinance, however, he 
BUSINESS	did not want the ordinance to become an avenue for other properties.  He did not want people to start signing complaints just because the grass is a little higher than the others.  He would like the Township to have the discretion on how to handle types of complaints.  Planner Sunyak said that she is not allowed to physically go onto anyone’s property.  She said that Zoning Inspector Howard Coppari gathered ordinances from other municipalities.  In her opinion, there has to be a way to deal with these issues.  However, if the Township decides to create an ordinance, it cannot be selective.  It has to be equal for everyone.  She was concerned about buildings that are dilapidated, in disrepair and are falling down.  She is also concerned about buildings with mold, rodents and trespassers.  These properties would be classified as health and safety concerns.

		Attorney Cruz addressed Deputy Mayor Mangin’s question by saying that like a Police Officer, the Zoning Officer has the discretion to handle these situations.  The officer can give a warning or a Notice of Violation may be issued before any action is taken.  She reiterated that some of these issues are police, fire and other agency issues and not all about zoning.    

		Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township should not infringe on farmland.   

		Attorney Cruz said that the Planner is giving the Committee a framework on the issues and give the Committee potential options on how it wishes to proceed.

	***      Committeeman-elect Richard Chen, 3 Merrill Road, commented that there are many complaints for about 15 homes.  Once the ordinance is passed there may be 150 homes to deal with.  He said that the Committee should take its time to review all the issues.

	***	Committeeman-elect Lou Reiner, 445 State Highway 12, said he shared Mr. Chen’s concerns.  He did not view this as a complicated issue.  He viewed this as a property issue.  He felt that there should not be any more ordinances.  He mentioned that the Mayor wanted to hone in on the foreclosed properties and properties owned by banks.   Raritan Township does not have a property maintenance code.  It respects property rights.  He said that Richard O’Malley and John King were both for property rights.  If the Zoning Officer and the Zoning Inspector do not have the right to go onto someone’s property, he would not give them that right from a property right prospective.  He said the Township should be very careful.  





UNFINISHED	Mayor O’Brien said that property rights should be respected. 
BUSINESS
	***      Mr. Reiner said that a good suggestion for Planner Sunyak and the Township Committee and all concerned, would be to very specifically enunciate similarly the way the tree cutting ordinance was handled.  Exempt private homeowners who live on their own property.  He would have less of a problem with the ordinance if banks and lenders and foreclosed properties were targeted.  

		This matter will be discussed at the next meeting.

		NEW FIRE TRUCK STATUS - 
	
		Comm. Mangin stepped down from the dais and did not participate in the discussion regarding the fire truck, since he is a member of the Fire Department..

		Mayor O’Brien said that in June, 2014, the Township authorized funding for a new fire truck.  Since then, there have been some miscommunications and misunderstandings.  The Fire Company requested $945,000.00.  A bond ordinance was adopted in the amount of $945,000.  However, there is a 5% administrative cost that comes off of that amount.  Currently, there is a $45,000 spending difference.  The mechanics actually acquiring the fire truck have proven to be more challenging than was expected.  The objectives are to find the best way to acquire the fire truck in a timely fashion and to resolve the spending gap.  

	***      Fire Chief Wetter said that the Fire Company has been working on replacing the fire truck for the past four or five years.  Back in June, he thought that the Fire Company could proceed.  However, he came to find out that there is a spending gap.  The Fire Company thought that the funding was in place. The Fire Company has tried to cut costs, however, there is still a spending gap.  The State contract was supposed to be easier but it was not.  The current ladder truck has been out of service and so has the smaller ladder truck.  They are both very old and not safe.  The Fire Company has spent about $30,000 earlier in the year.  As Chief of the Fire Department, his responsibility is to protect the Township.    

	Adm. Pietrefesa said that there are vendors that the Township can purchase from that are under the State contract.  There are items that vendors supply which are published (under State contract) or unpublished (not under State contract).  The bid threshold is $17,500.  The unpublished items that are in the specification total over $20,000.  In addition, there are $14,000 of administrative fees.  The fact remains that there are now $35,000 worth of items that are not under State contract.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that other municipalities sent out bids for published and unpublished items.
  

UNFINISHED	The vendors submitted their proposal for items under published and unpublished 
BUSINESS	administrative costs.  The award is then made to the lowest bidder based on the submission of those items and other criteria.  The only way to do this now would be to rebid the whole truck.  It cannot be bid separately.  The same vendors can be used that are listed on the State contract, however, it must be specified that the bid would contain the unpublished items as well as the published items.  The budgeted price for the fire truck was $900,000.  The appropriation was in the amount of $945,000 of which $45,000 was for financing costs.  There was some confusion over the amount of the money.

	***      Chief Wetter said that the Fire Company thought that the amount of $945,000 was for the entire truck.  When the cost of the truck came in at $935,000, the Fire Company thought that it was under the appropriated amount.  There was a miscommunication.  There is still $20,000 of unpublished items and $14,000 for administrative costs.  His concern about bidding the whole truck again is that it would take more time.  

	Adm. Pietrefesa said that it is troubling because the vendors knew they had a State Contract award and they would have this problem.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked if there was a way to separate out the administrative fees and pay for them differently and not include the costs within the bond.  Comm. Gilbert asked if money for the unpublished items and administrative costs could be given to the Fire Company.  Comm. Elbert asked if the additional money could come from other sources.  Attorney Cruz asked if the Fire Company had any extra money so the extra equipment could be paid for.  He said that there is a provision under the Local Public Contracts Law, that if someone wants to make a donation to the town, he can do so.  He can also specify that his money can be used to purchase this type of equipment from the vendor.  

	***      Mr. Wetter said that there is not enough money in the Fire Company’s budget to do this.    

		Comm. Gilbert said that the matter has taken too much time.  She suggested that the Township try to find funds to get this resolved.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township would have to adopt a bond ordinance amendment which would have to wait until the new year or appropriate the money in the temporary budget.  The money would then have to be appropriated into the final budget as a direct line item for capital without adopting an amendment to the bond ordinance.  He would have to check with bond counsel because the bond ordinance is specific as to how much the Township is spending on a particular item and if the money is going to be appropriated from some other source.  He needs to make sure that bond counsel is approves this and that the bond ordinance does not have to be amended to show that 





UNFINISHED	there is another source of funding.  Comm. Gilbert wanted to know if the Township 
BUSINESS	could donate the money to the Fire Company as it does every year.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that there are $35,000 of costs that are not under State contract.  

	***      Michael Mangin, 8 Johnston Drive, Raritan Township, and a member of the Fire Department.  He suggested that several different entities in the Township such as the hospital, and several others that had mentioned to him that they would be glad to help and donate money for this. 

		Mayor O’Brien asked if the Township could buy the truck for the base line price and would it be acceptable under State contract.  

	***      Mr. Wetter said that before the revision was made, the base line amount for the truck was $839,412.40.  After the revisions the cost was up to $904,527.89.  

		Attorney Cruz asked Mr. Pietrefesa how those changes will be handled.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township is only awarding $900,000 and the Fire Company would be responsible for making the other changes.  He was not sure how Pierce, the manufacturer of the truck, was going to accept this.  The Township will be authorizing the revisions.  Mayor O’Brien asked if the $839,000 truck could be purchased under State contract under the existing bond ordinance.  The rest of the items could be bid out.  Adm. Pietrefesa was concerned if this would be circumventing the public contracts law.  It is already anticipated that there will be a change order.  Attorney Cruz said that a change order is an unanticipated item.  You cannot enter into a contract expecting a change order.  

		Attorney Cruz suggested that the Administrator, representatives from the Fire Company, the Attorney and one Committeeperson, could meet and plot out the options.  Then they can come back to the Township Committee with a plan as opposed to figuring it out at the Township Committee meeting.  Adm. Pietrefesa stated that there may be a way to move money into another account of which the Fire Company would then have access to.  The bid would be awarded under a State contract number.  The extra money that is provided to the Fire Company through the budget appropriation would have to be negotiated with Pierce to make sure that Pierce accepts authorization from the Fire Company to change the truck.  His concern is that he has to move a great amount of money and to make sure that Bond Council is agreeable to this.  If all goes well, a resolution could be adopted at the next meeting to authorize the transfer of the funds and one resolution to award the purchase under State contract.  Attorney Cruz said that Mr. Pietrefesa should speak with the Township Auditor concerning this matter.       

		
UNFINISHED	HAMPTON CORNER ROAD FLOODING – Mayor O’Brien said that Engineer Hajjar has set up a meeting with NJ DEP on Friday, December 5, 2014.  The Mayor, Don Hutchins and the County Engineer will be attending the meeting.  The meeting’s purpose is to mitigate the flooding in that neighborhood.  Eng. Hajjar provided NJ DEP with maps and information.  Eng. Hajjar explained that during a heavy rainstorm, it makes it impossible for vehicles to get through.  This poses a safety concern for emergency vehicles to get through to residents.    

NEW	APPOINTMENT OF FREDERICK KROWL AS BUILDING SUB CODE 	
BUSINESS	OFFICIAL EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 3, 2014 – Mayor O’Brien said that Mr. Krowl has been an Assistant Construction Official and a Building Sub Code Official in Garfield for the past five years.  Before that, he was a building inspector in Wildwood.  He holds a Building Sub Code Official License, Class I License and he is also a Fire Sub Code Official.   A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

		HUNTERDON COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RE:  2014 MUNICIPAL ALLOCATION OF HUNTERDON COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUNDS
		Adm. Pietrefesa said that Hunterdon County requires that the Township submit an application to use or to reserve open space funds for future use.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting to hold the funds for future use.  Comm. Antosiewicz said the allocation used to be 15% and now it is only 10% more.  He would like to ask the County for a larger percentage.  He suggested that a formal letter be written to the Hunterdon County Freeholders.  

		APPOINTMENT OF DON HUTCHINS AS PUBLIC WORKS SUPERINTENDENT EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2015 – Mayor O’Brien said that Don Hutchins is the current Acting Public Works Superintendent.  He will be appointed as Public Works Superintendent effective August 1, 2015 when Dirk Struening is formally retired.  Comm. Mangin said he would like to see him appointed.  Adm. Pietrefesa said he has been an employee of the Township for the past 29 years.  He has many certifications.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.  

		ENERGY AGGREGATION COOPERATIVE WITH THE BOROUGH OF FLEMINGTON – Attorney Cruz said that the Mayor has had several discussions with the Borough of Flemington regarding a cooperative pricing agreement so that both Raritan Township and the Borough of Flemington can receive the benefit of the best energy prices by combining its purchasing power.  The Borough of Flemington has adopted an ordinance similar to the ordinance that the Township adopted a few months ago authorizing Gabel Associates to proceed forward to prepare the specifications and solicit bids for Flemington Borough.  In order to for the two 





NEW	municipalities to join together to purchasing anything, there is the need for a
BUSINESS	cooperative purchasing agreement.  There is a resolution listed on the agenda later in the meeting that authorizes the formation of this cooperative purchasing agreement. It names the Township as the lead agency.  The Township will be going out to bid.  The bid will be structured so that if the bid is not satisfactory to the Township, the Township does not have to move forward.  If it is not satisfactory to the Borough of Flemington, it does not have to move forward.  If the bid is not satisfactory to both municipalities, no one has to move forward.  This is at no cost the Township or the Borough of Flemington.   
		
		Resolution #14-229 – Resolution Authorizing the Formation of a Cooperative
				Purchasing System Names the Raritan-Flemington Energy
				Procurement Cooperative (RFEPC) with the Township
				Of Raritan as the Lead Agency, for the Purpose of
				Purchasing Electric Generation Services for Residents
				Of the Township of Raritan and the Borough of
		Flemington Via a Government Energy Aggregation Program

		Attorney Cruz said that this resolution is exactly the same as presented to the Township Committee.  On Page 2 in the 2nd Paragraph on line 2 what is being deleted is a master performance agreement and what is being inserted is “is hereby authorized to execute an agreement for a Cooperative Pricing System in a form acceptable to the Mayor, Administrator and Attorney consistent with this resolution, with the Borough of Flemington”.   On the last line of the last Further Resolved Paragraph, the word Agreements will be changed to “agreements”.  

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-229 as amended.

		Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.







ORDINANCES:			ORDINANCE #14-15

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY NO LONGER NECESSARY FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE ALONG THE FORMER PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE.

		Public Hearing was held on November 5, 2014

		Ordinance #14-15 was tabled.  

				ORDINANCE #14-19

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF $23,000 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PUBLIC WORKS VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT FOR AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $21,800 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF AND AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE #12-10 OF THE TOWNSHIP FINALLY ADOPTED AUGUST 7, 2012 IN ORDER TO DECREASE THE BONDS OR NOTES AUTHORIZED THEREIN BY $23,000.

Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance #14-19 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.





CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE		23rd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day – February 4, 2015; “A Review of the New Farmland Assessment Guidelines Webinar”; Orientation for the Newly Elected, Re-elected or Experienced; League Files in Opposition to Fair Share COAH Motion; Property Tax Fact Sheet Available; 2015 Pension Cost; CY 2015 Municipal Budget Cap Information;

b.	State of New Jersey ABC re:  Conclave Brewing, LLC. – Application for a Limited Brewery License – The Clerk said that this license is for informational purposes only and does not involve the Township.  


c.	NJ DEP re:  Radon Action Month – January, 2015
d.	JCP&L re:  Notice of Proposed Increase in Non-Utility Generation Charge and Notice of Public Hearings
NON CONSENT AGENDA:
	
Resolution #14-208 – Consenting to the Proposed Water Quality 
			Management 	(WQM) Plan Amendment

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-208.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.











NON CONSENT AGENDA:

Resolution #14-215 – Renewal in the Somerset County Joint Insurance
			Fund

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-215.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert. 

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – abstain

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-224 – Authorizing the Appointment of Fred Krowl as
			Building Sub Code Official Effective
December 3, 2014

   Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-224.

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-228 – Authorizing the Appointment of Don Hutchins as
			Public Works Superintendent Effective 
			August 1, 2015

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-228.

Motion was by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Elbert.





NON CONSENT AGENDA:

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-229 – Authorizing the Formation of a Cooperative Purchasing 
		System Named the Raritan-Flemington Energy 
		Procurement Cooperative (RFEPC), with the Township of 
Raritan as the Lead Agency, for the Purpose Purchasing Electric Generation Services for Residents of the Township of  Raritan and the Borough of Flemington Via a Government  Energy Aggregation Program

This resolution was adopted earlier in the meeting.  

      CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
        AGENDA		Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	

Township Committee Meeting Minutes:		November 5, 2014

Executive Session Meeting Minutes:

Resolutions:

Resolution #14-223 – Tax Refunds











CONSENT	Resolution #14-227 – Reserving the 2013/2014 Municipal Allocation of
AGENDA			                                                 the Hunterdon County Open Space Trust Fund

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
	Elbert – yes
	Gilbert – yes
	Mangin – yes
	O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE 		Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes
OF THE
FLOOR		 No one appeared.

      		Attorney Cruz read Resolution #14-226 as amended in full.

		Resolution #14-226 - CLOSED SESSION:
				Personnel – 2015 Appointments; 
         2015 Appointment – Municipal Court Judge 
		
Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-226.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

  CLOSED						           Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.
SESSION

OPEN                    The Committee went back into Open Session. 		.
SESSION
			


[bookmark: _GoBack]FURTHER           There was none.
ACTION

ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  10:20 p.m.   
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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