          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

               February 19, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on February 19, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Marianne Rampulla, 5 Fairfax Court, wanted to comment concerning President Obama’s Gun Initiatives.  She mentioned that also present at the meeting were Members of Hunterdon United for Guns Safety.  She urged the Committee to support the efforts to reduce the number of gun related deaths in the country.  She provided the Committee with a resolution for support for the passage of new legislation to strengthen gun laws, close loop holes and reduce the likelihood that criminals and persons with mental illness will have access to guns.  Passage of new legislation will require efforts at a local level to raise the issue to the State Legislature and Congressional Representatives.  She reiterated to the Committee to pass the resolution.  

***
Michael Pohle, 15 Chestnut Trail, expressed his sincere thanks to the Committee for considering this topic.  Up until this point, the discussion of gun violence and safety has been treated by some as politically toxic and to be deferred or avoided at all costs.  He said that the Committee is showing not only courage, which has seriously been lacking by some other bodies, but an 
PUBLIC 

understanding that this issue has no political affiliation.  It is about saving
COMMENT

lives.  His family fully supports the right for a responsible person to own guns. 
(Con’t)

Any statement that mentions taking away everyone’s guns is completely wrong.  It is not a mass conspiracy to take people down the path to fascism.  He is concerned that there are people who should not be allowed to own a gun, yet they are easily acquired due to serious voids in existing national laws that were purposely filled with loop holes.  He said that he and his family are very proud to live in Raritan Township.  This Township has been a source of comfort and safety for him.  He worships here.  He also mentioned that six years ago, his worst nightmare began at the hands of a madman with semi-automatic weapons and the town took care of him and his family.  Since then, his family struggles, especially during holidays, birthdays and other occasions, praying that no one else has to live like this.  Unfortunately, that has not happened.  He said that people should not bury their heads in the sand and ignore the potential of crime and death.  An irresponsible person with a gun  could walk into any school and simply shoot a large number of bullets within seconds.  A gun buy back was conducted in Trenton and in less than one hour, it yielded almost 2,000 weapons of which the police said that 25% of them were illegal.  That recovery effort also yielded a rocket launcher.  Trenton is the 4th city where this has occurred.  Yesterday, a Virginia woman was found guilty of buying 41 handguns at three gun shows in that state and were selling them for a profit to anyone with money.  The LAPD also recovered 19 illegal machine guns and a grenade launcher from a public water utility employee.  He reiterated that people cannot continue to avoid the issue of what can be done to reduce the flow of guns coming into this area in the hands of the wrong people.  He felt that these issues should be discussed, not only at the Federal and State level, but the town level as well.  

***
Andrew Donaldson, 293 Milo Road, Holland Township, said that for the past 20 years, the FBI statistics has seen a dramatic drop in the gun violence by 50%.    The schools are becoming safer in the same period of time.  The amount of violent crimes in schools has dropped by 2/3rds.  There are more guns in circulation than there were every before.  He mentioned that since President Obama has taken office, there have been 60 million gun sales in the country, yet crime has not increased.  There are many states that allow conceal carry.  The states that permit conceal carry have lower crime rates than states that prohibit it.  The assault weapons ban is ineffectual.  He also pointed out that this initiative is misguided.  He felt that this should be done in a constitutional manner instead of adding more laws.  The constitutional solution would be to repeal the 2nd Amendment.  He also stated that some of the issues brought up are already illegal and didn’t understand how making more illegal is going to drive down the incident of these crimes.  He sympathized with Mr. Pohle on the loss of his child.  He felt his pain.  
PUBLIC
***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that she supported the restrictions on
COMMENT

guns.  She was concerned that Raritan Township was still a member of the NJ 
(Con’t)

State League of Municipalities.  She found that the taxpayers are paying the bills for that organization which is working to have the taxpayers not have access to public records.  A memo was sent to the Township dated February 6th, that asks the municipalities to close public records to the people.  She wondered why the Township would belong to such an organization and pay with taxpayers dollars.  She also wanted to know about the contract that was just settled.  She was concerned about the benefits.  She was upset about 14 holidays a year.  Private industry gets about 8.  Part timers who work 20 hours are getting benefits.  This is a huge burden to taxpayers.  She was also concerned about many of the stipulations in the contract.


***
Michael Cleckner, 9 Vinson Drive, thanked the Committee for having this item on the agenda.  He said that there are many conflicting data statements.  He didn’t know what was the right data about guns.  He was not sure if it was alright to have someone stand at the doorway with a gun at every meeting, every movie and every restaurant.  He did not feel this way.  He thought that the resolution is really to say that the Township supports common sense resolutions or laws from people who are concerned and are going to do it legally.  He did not think that the 2nd Amendment could be interpreted by him or anyone else.  This is for the Supreme Court. What the Federal Government is trying to do is to implement a blanket law to avoid the intrastate movement of illegal items.  New Jersey has very strong gun laws.  One statistic states that it is 5th in the safety of gun violence.  The Legislature is to address some of those bills on Thursday, February 21st.   

***
Mark Levy, 73 Tumble Falls Road, Kingwood Township, Stockton, said that he is a lifelong New Jersey resident and has also been around firearms since he was very young.  His father was an officer with the Piscataway Police Department.  He has been a gun owner for 15 years.  Five years ago he was married and purchased a home in Hunterdon County, three miles from the Delaware River.  He said that there is no gun control problem, there is a crime control problem.  He has not heard one solution by the legislators to address how they were going to take guns away from criminals.  Everyone wants to prevent tragic events using any method, i.e. firearms, knives or even vehicles.  Every violent event is tragic regardless of the means by which it is perpertraited or the number of casualties inflicted.  He felt that efforts should be focused on improving the mental health care system and instilling better family values in the children so they can understand the value of human life.  When he was growing up, the goal was to have a little yellow guy eat pellets around a screen and not get overrun by ghosts.  Now games are promoted 
PUBLIC

which encourage young people to have call of duty.  He encouraged everyone 
COMMENT

to do more research and make educated decisions based on facts.  The very fact 
(Con’t)

that, by design, firearms in New Jersey are all inherently illegal unless the person meets certain exemptions, goes against the very definition of a right.  

***
Ilene Cleckner , 9 Vinson Drive, asked the Committee that by giving their support to Mayors Against Illegal Guns, the Committee is actively showing the people of Raritan Township that each of them as individuals and as a group, care enough to protect the community and the safety of the children from illegal guns.  They also become a positive example for mayors of other communities to put aside any lack of interest or beliefs they may have.  Because there are not a lot of guns in this community, it is not a reassurance that crime won’t visit as it did in Newtown and other towns.  She said that the Township Committee owes gun safety to every citizen in the community including themselves, especially the kids.  


***
James Coleda, 2467 Route 10, Morris Plains, said that Mayor Michael Bloomberg, President Obama, Vice President Biden have all stated publically that they believe that Americans should not have guns.  New Jersey has some of the strictest gun laws against law abiding citizens restricting the ability of those who follow the law to acquire, use and transport firearms.  There are very little restrictions that affect criminals accessing firearms and how they use them.  He felt that these new laws will not save lives and will not keep guns out of the hands of criminals.  They are proposing to disarm law abiding citizens by making it more difficult for them to take hold of firearms useful for self defense and sporting purposes.  Criminals will still have access to these guns.  Law abiding citizens will not.  He asked the Committee not to support these measures.  He felt that there should be more research done.  

***
Mr. Pavone, 130 Thatcher’s Hill Road, said that he has lived in the Township for over 20 years and raised his children in the schools.  He moved here for safe schools and a safe environment.  He asked that the Committee look at this issue.  As a community, it is not that different from Newtown, CT or from Aurora, CO.  He asked what steps the Committee is willing to take to further restrict loop holes that allow illegal guns to come into the community.  He thought that each Committeeman must disentangle themselves from the politics of the issue and ask about the ways to protect the children.  People move in this community to have a safe place to raise their kids.  

PUBLIC
***
Scott Cohen, 4 Summit Trail, applauded the Township Committee for allowing 
COMMENT

this forum for an open discussion.  This is an essential first step.  The 
(Con’t)

conversation must be kept going.  The reality, unfortunately, that is being confronted with every day in the newspaper and the press is that someone is shot.  It is happening in every type of community.  He also moved to Raritan Township 12 years for all the same reasons as Mr. Pavone.  He has two children currently in the school system.  He has very strong convictions on how he would like to see the direction this issue to go in.  He reiterated that no one can sit idle about this issue.  It touches everyone’s lives.

***
Dominick Marino, 11 Estella Drive, said that he is against the resolution because the Mayors Against Illegal Guns want to make all gun ownership illegal.  He said that he has family that lives in Newtown, CT and was directly affected by the tragedy.  There are more lives lost by drunk driving and texting while driving.  There are 65 million gun owners in the country who have not killed anyone today.  

***
William Coreman, 21 Lingert Avenue, Clinton, asked the Committee to ignore the resolution.  In order for there to be a common sense solution, people have to understand the root cause of what has happened.  The root cause is not that guns have killed people, it is that people who are mentally deranged have killed other people.  The tool cannot be blamed.  It is very difficult to acquire guns in New Jersey.  There are background checks by both the State Police and the FBI.  They check for any criminal past and any mental health issues that someone may have.  It is inherent that criminals do not follow the laws.  Any new laws are restricting law abiding gun owners like himself.  There was a gun ban from 1994 to 2003.  Once it was repealed, the Department of Justice did a study and they found out that that the amount of gun violence that occurred, was negligiable during that gun ban.  The National Institute of Justice just released a paper on January 4th of this year and they basically said that any bans on guns are unlikely to have any affect on criminal violence.

***
Brian Swingle, Flemington Borough Council, 55 Broad Street, said that the Borough of Flemington just dealt with this resolution.  Part of what he had to consider when looking at the resolution was if it was the right venue for this discussion.  He felt that this belongs at the State level.  This is not the place to weigh in on constitutional issues.  It should be a national issue.  It should not even be a State issue.  He suggested that the agenda be amended to remove the resolution.  The Township Committee should not make a decision on this.  He reminded everyone of the oath of office they took which was to defend the Constitution of the United States of America.

PUBLIC
***
Dolores Fogarty, 17 Dvoor Boulevard, said that she was disturbed by the
COMMENT

previous speaker threatening to make a decision that he wants the Township to 
(Con’t)

make.  She hoped that the Committee weighs in on what everyone has said.  She does support the resolution and said that some of the statistics were not valid.  The Mayors Against Illegal Guns are not against everyone having a gun.  She wanted the Committee to do the right thing and she felt that Mr. Swingle should not threaten the Committee.


Mayor Mangin thanked everyone for speaking.  He said that the Township Committee takes public safety very seriously in Raritan Township and they need to weigh all the issues.  He made a correction about adopting a resolution on this matter.  This matter was listed for discussion only so the public could come in and speak.  The issue of 9b from the agenda was moved up.  


SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT OBAMS’S GUN CONTROL INITIATIVES – Mayor Mangin said that the Township Committee has worked diligently with the Hunterdon County Prosecutor and Police Chief Glenn Tabasko, to try to find safer methods within the confines of Raritan Township.  He applauded Hunterdon Central High School for placing $80,000 in their budget to have security at the high school.  He reminded everyone that the Newtown incident happened within two minutes.  The Township cannot afford to place a patrolman in every school every hour of the day.  


Comm. Antosiewicz said that Police Chief Tabasko has been proactive with all the schools.  There has been an significant increase in police presence at all the schools.    He mentioned that the Township purchased additional equipment for the Police Department.  There are pending contract negotiations with the PBA and are looking actively in obtaining additional staffing for the Police Department.  


Comm. O’Brien applauded everyone for coming out for such an important issue.  It was great to see the community involved even though there were people from different sides.  He mentioned that he went on the MAIGS website.  There are a number of States that do not report people who are mentally ill or who need mental treatment.    There are four States that have less than 10 reports submitted and 17 States that have less than 100 reports.  He did not find any information on New Jersey.  He will do extra research.  He does have mixed feelings about the issue.    

Mayor Mangin said that Comm. Hazard was absent who is the liaison for Flemington-Raritan Schools. There are five major schools that are in the Flemington-Raritan School District.  He remarked that the Committee will do more research.  The Committee is split on this issue.  It will be listed again for discussion at the next meeting on March 5, 2013.   

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  11,961,339.40
ISSUES

Mayor Mangin said that $3.7 million was paid to Hunterdon Central High School and $7.5 million was paid to Flemington-Raritan School District.  The Township is basically a collector and then the funds are paid out to the proper agencies.  The total of the bills for Raritan Township was about $900,000.    


Comm. O’Brien asked about a payment to J & N Electric for $2,386.00 for a traffic signal.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that there are several traffic signals in the Township that the Township is required to maintain.  This is a maintenance contract for those traffic signals.  Comm. O’Brien asked about a payment to John Smith for medicare reimbursement.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that when this person retired, he was eligible for medicare cost reimbursement.  He is one of three people who receive the reimbursement.  Comm. O’Brien also asked about Johnny on the Spot.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that these are porta johns for the parks.  

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Revised Bill List for January 15, 2013:
From $85,593.41 to $85,593.91


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to amend the Bill List for January 15, 2013.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – no





Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes      


Motion carried.
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for the Fire Company:
$1,897.72

ISSUES
(Con’t)
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – abstain


Motion carried.

Revenue Report – January, 2013 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that he was not sure if the amount for East Amwell Shared Services was correct.  The report was tabled.

REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development – Mayor Mangin said that there are two new alternates on the Board on the Board of Health.  The Committee is currently dealing with several union negotiations.  He asked Adm. Pietrefesa when he will have the preliminary budget ready.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that he was half way through the budget.  He hopes that within the next few months he will have a draft.  He is waiting for the auditor to give him better revenue numbers.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the State extended the deadline for introduction to the budget to March 15th.  He is sure that this will be extended again.  Mayor Mangin said he wanted this done as quickly as possible.  
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert said that the Ewing Farm is moving towards Farmland Preservation.  There is also another parcel of 40 acres near River Road associated with the Reading House.  This will be an application for farmland preservation as well.  He expressed his appreciation to the Public Works Department for doing an excellent job with regard to snow removal.  Mayor Mangin also expressed his appreciation for a job well done in making the roads safe for the public.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that there is a breakdown in the budget of what the Township spent for salt year by year.  He will distribute it to the Committee.

Gary Hazard – Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation,           
Economic Development, Public Safety, Affordability & Wellness – No report
REPORTS

Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services – Comm.
(Con’t)

Antosiewicz said that the Green Team recommended that the Township look into e-waste.  There could be a very low or no cost option in Public Works.  He asked Comm. Elbert to get involved.  

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA & Public Safety -  Comm. O’Brien said that the Township approved two new vehicles for the Police Department.  There were discussions earlier about having a school resource officer in the high school.  This has been budgeted by the Board of Education.  There was also discussion on hiring new police officers.  He mentioned that Warren Patterson has signed on as an OEM Coordinator.  Mayor Mangin said that he has a commitment from John Trimmer that he would volunteer for emergency services if the Township needs him.
Snow Report:

February 5, 2013 - $5,494.00



February 8th & 9th - $59,602.00

Emergency Management Update – Adm. Pietrefesa said that a payment was received in January for Hurricane Irene.  He is waiting for Frank Veneziale to see what the payment was for.  Mr. Veneziale informed Adm. Pietrefesa that the Township will be receiving money this year for Hurricane Sandy.

UNFINISHED
2011 FLEMINGTON-RARITAN PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
BUSINESS
AUDIT – This matter was tabled.


APPROVAL OF CWA WHITE COLLAR LOCAL 1040 CONTRACT AND SALARY ORDINANCE – Mayor Mangin said that there is an ordinance for introduction later in the meeting that lists the various salary ranges for Local 1040 Union Members.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting to approve the CWA White Collar Local 1040 Contract.
NEW
ROUTE 202:  LINKING JOBS, DEVELOPMENT AND CREATIVE

BUSINESS
TRANSIT SOLUTIONS PROJECT RE:  MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – Mayor Mangin said he attended a meeting at the County with NJ DOT.  NJ DOT is looking at linking Somerset and Hunterdon Counties along the Route corridor for mass transit.   The matter was tabled. 


SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT OBAMA’S GUN CONTROL INITIATIVES –



This matter was tabled.

ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #13-1

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY, WAGE AND COMPENSATION PLAN FOR THE YEARS 2012-2014 FOR EMPLOYEES IN THE CWA LOCAL 1040 WHITE COLLAR BARGAINING UNIT AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF.
Mayor Mangin said that this ordinance shows the groupings and salary ranges for the CWA White Collar Union.  The salaries must be changed to reflect the new contract.  This was a job well done by the Township and by the CWA Union.  It took almost one year to complete and he thanked Former Mayor Elbert who began the negotiations.  The salary increases will be 0% for 2012, 1.75% for 2013 and 2% for 2014.  The Governor’s cap is 2%.  Attorney Cruz explained that those increases are under the mandatory 2% cap.  The co-pays for medical increased to $20.00

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-1 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of March 19, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested parties will be heard.



Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.



Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE
League Analysis On Line:  State Government and Your Local Property Taxes (What Residents & Business Should Consider); Important Finance Notice Issued.  Municipalities Could Quality for Federal Ratable Base/Revenue Loss Assistance.  Deadline for Filing Extended to February 15th; Urgent Senate Voting on OPRA & OPMA Legislation @-2511 & S-2512; 2013 New Jersey Travel Guide; Clean Energy Rebate Program Expansion; Funding Opportunities Available Through the New Jersey Recovery Fund February 25th Deadline; “Updated Ethics Credits for DCA Licensees; Leadership for a Better America Program; Important Conference Cancellation Information; Disciplinary Actions in the Public Sector” Seminar; Sustainable State Funding 
CORRES-
source for Open Space and Farmland Preservation;  Information on Winter 
PONDENCE
Storm Watch/Weather Advisory; National Black HIV/Aids Awareness Day; 
(Con’t)
Health Commissioner asks Mayors to help Promote Cleanup Precautions Mold and Asbestos Dangers Can be Minimized; 

b.
NJ DEP re:  News Release 

c.
Borough of Milford Resolution re:  Abandoned Properties – Mayor Mangin said that this matter on abandoned properties came up last year at the Board of Health.  The Township is always looking at public safety and not always looking to add on more ordinances.  However, the Township needs to make sure that the mortgage companies and banks are following up on these abandoned properties.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Fire Marshal has cited several properties under the Fire Code where upkeep has not been maintained. The lack of upkeep could create a hazard for fireman or anyone going on the property in an emergency situation.  The Fire Marshall has issued summonses to the mortgage companies and banks.  If they do not respond, they will have to go to court.  Mayor Mangin said that Tony Skibinski, Zoning Inspector,  has been very active in trying to contact the mortgage companies, banks and homeowners.  The Township adopted the State Housing Code, however, there is no staff to enforce the code.  
d.
Letter from Christopher J. Reed, Attorney re:  Acceptance of Ordinance #12-14 (United Federal Data, LLC)

e.
JCP&L Information re:  Winter Snowstorm
 

f.
Community Garden Meeting on February 26, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. – Comm. Elbert said that there will be a Community Garden Meeting on February 26th at 7:00 p.m.  He hopes to receive a great response.    
g.
Habitat for Humanity Information

h.
Holmdel Township Helps

i.
Read Across America – Desmares School on Thursday, February 28th 

From 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. – Comm. Antosiewicz asked if any Committeeman would like to participate in this event.  
CORRES-
j.
Raritan Headwaters Association Annual Stream Cleanup – Saturday, April 20, 
PONDENCE

2013 – Comm. Elbert said that the Annual Stream Cleanup is a great benefit to 
(Con’t)


Raritan Township through volunteers.  The Raritan Headwaters Association is the new association that the South Branch Watershed Association merged into. The have always supported the Township with their expertise and Green Acres grants in the past along with preservation project.  They are requesting a donation towards the cleanup.  The Township has always been able to use the Clean Communities Grant for that.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the grant has not been awarded this year.  He will see if there is any money left from last year.
k.
Hurricane Sandy New Jersey Relief Fund

NON 

Minutes:
CONSENT

AGENDA

Township Committee Meeting Minutes
December 4, 2012

(Present at this meeting were Mangin, Hazard, Antosiewicz and Elbert)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
January 11, 2013

(Present at this meeting were Mangin, Hazard, Antosiewicz and Elbert)

Executive Session Meeting Minutes:

December 13, 2012

(Present at this meeting were Mangin, Hazard, Antosiewicz and Elbert)

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Minutes of December 4, 2012 and January 11, 2013 and Executive Session Minutes of December 13, 2012.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
December 18, 2012

(Present at this meeting were Mangin, Hazard and Elbert)

Executive Session Meeting Minutes:

December 18, 2012

(Present at this meeting were Mangin, Hazard and Elbert)

NON 

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Minutes of December 18, 2012 and 
CONSENT

the Executive Session Minutes of December 18, 2012.

AGENDA
(Con’t)

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Mayor Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #13-33 – Approval of CWA White Collar Union Local 1040



          Contract for the Years 2012 – 2014

Adm. Pietrefesa said that the contract must be approved first in order to then start the salary ordinance.  Payment will be made as per the contract when the salary ordinance is adopted.      
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-33.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
Resolution #13-34 – Approval of Memorandum of Understanding for



          Route 202 Project
This resolution was tabled.
CONSENT 
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda have been submitted for study by the 
AGENDA

Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Resolutions:

Resolution #13-32 – Escrow Refunds

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

Elbert – yes

O’Brien – yes

Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE 
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three 
(3) minutes.
OF THE

FLOOR

***
Vern Ingsley, 181 Route 31, said there is a hole in his driveway.  He wanted to                               know how he can get some resolution for this.  The hole is about eight feet                                     deep.




Adm. Pietrefesa said that he should contract Township Engineer Tony Hajjar.

***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that she heard Mayor Mangin say that the Committee was going to discuss the gun issue among themselves.  She felt that everyone should hear that discussion.  

Attorney Cruz said that it will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

***
Mrs. Sachau did not like some of the terms of the CWA Contract such as 200 unused sick days and payment for those sick days.  She felt that this could hurt the taxpayer.  She also felt that vacation is best taken if it is taken in the same year it is given.  She said that this is very costly to the taxpayers.  

Mayor Mangin said that there are no part time employees receiving benefits.  The employees in the contract have earned that and it cannot be taken away.  He said that new employees cannot receive certain benefits.    

PRIVILEGE
***
Mrs. Sachau said that employees receive longevity.

OF THE
FLOOR

Adm. Pietrefesa said they receive longevity only if they were hired prior to 

(Con’t)

January 1, 2006.

***
Marianne Rampulla, Five Fairfax Court, thanked the Committee for continuing the gun violence issue and she appreciated the attention that was given to the speakers.  She mentioned that the folks who showed up that were not in favor of the resolution were mostly from out of town.  The folks that showed up to speak in favor of it were from Raritan Township.  She asked if the Township Committee had any questions with regard to the resolution that was distributed. 
***
Michael Cleckner, 9 Vinson Drive, thanked the Committee for the continued addressing of the issue with gun violence.  The Committeeman from Flemington Borough indicated that there was an oath that the Committeemen took that may be violated in some way.  He thought that it did not violate the oath and requested a copy of the Oath of Office.  He understood that there are four issues that the Mayors Against Illegal Guns are asking the Committee to support.  He urged the Committee to support this issue.
Attorney Cruz read Resolution #36 into the record.
Resolution #13-36  - CLOSED SESSION:

                                  Contractual – Contract Negotiations:  PBA Local 337;

                                                          Teamster’s Union Local 469; Supervisor’s Union;

                                                          Higher Level Supervisor’s Union





          Land Acquisition – B 28, L 7, 60 River Road;





          Open Space Plan – Block 43, Lot 3


        
Personnel   -   2013 Appointments

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #13-36.  

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Elbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
OPEN

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to go into Open Session.

SESSION




Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.



Vote:
4 – 0 motion carried.

FURTHER

Comm. Antosiewicz noted that there will be an Annual Stream Cleanup by the

ACTION

Raritan Headwaters Association on April 20, 2013.  The Raritan Headwaters 


                        Association is requesting a $500 donation to help with the cleanup.  Adm. Pietrefesa will check to see if there is any money left from the Clean Communities Grant.  
ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

MENT




Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.



Vote:
4 – 0 motion carried.




Meeting adjourned at:   9:57 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,









Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC









Township Clerk
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