          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

             February 21, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met this date at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Planner Jamie Sunyak, Eng. Fred Coppola and Attorney Albert Cruz.   
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 

PROCLAMATION:  HUNTERDON CENTRAL REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY CHEERLEADERS


Mayor Elbert read a proclamation honoring the Hunterdon Central Regional High School Varsity Cheerleaders for their accomplishments.  Comm. Antosiewicz congratulated the team on their victory.  He had two daughters who were varsity cheerleaders at Hunterdon Central High School and he understood what they have gone through and the dedication not only from the team but from their families and everyone else involved.
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***      Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, commented on the Ewing Farm Resolution and part of one of the phrases says that it is that open space is to provide opportunities for the public to enjoy, hike and observe wildlife.  She wanted to make sure that it was the intent of the resolution and not to murder wildlife.  It is important to the public to save the land for a purpose such as saving trees 
PUBLIC

and saving animals.   She hoped that the Committee will be opposed to the 
COMMENT

fluoridation bill that passed in the legislature.  There were many people that 
(Con’t)
            came to testify against it.  It was advanced by Senator Vitale primarily for cities.  He needed to set up a state-wide mandatory fluoride system for everyone.  She mentioned a communication from the Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce which is affiliated with the National Chamber of Commerce.  She read about a suit that the National Chamber of Commerce is doing in Washington DC.  She wanted the Committee to influence the Chamber of Commerce to support American workers.              
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  7,937,207.20

ISSUES


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Hazard.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


BUDGET TRANSFERS

Resolution #12-41 - Budget Transfers (4 Votes Needed for Adoption)


Comm. King wanted to know why $20,000 was being taken out of Police Salary and Wages.  He also wanted to know why the snow removal costs have skyrocketed for labor.  There is already $60,000 in expenditures for snow removal.  Mayor Elbert said that Supt. Dirk Struening explained to him that the timing of the snow fall occurred on the weekend.  Attorney Cruz suggested that this item be carried over until he spoke to Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and reports back.  The Committee agreed.  

After speaking with Adm. Pietrefesa, Attorney Cruz said that Resolution #12-41 concerned budget transfers.  These are funds that are being transferred from last year’s budget.  In the last two months of the year and the first three months of the following year the Governing Body is allowed to make inter-department transfers.  The specific question regarding $20,000 from Police salary and wages, is that this is a result of overtime salary and vacation time that was not used.  There are three transfers being 
FINANCIAL
made into the Snow Trust Fund to insure that there is a sufficient cushion for this year. 
ISSUES
The other transfers are to the Municipal Services Act.  This act is to pay 
(Con’t)
condominiums for services that the condominiums provided to itself but should have been municipal services such as snow plowing.  There is another transfer to utilities operation and expenses because of a bill from JCP&L that has been outstanding for a period of time.  This one is most urgent, the other four can wait.  In answer to Comm. King’s question was that the resolution can be broken out.  Attorney Cruz suggested that the resolution be adopted solely for utilities in the sum of $1,100.00.  

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-41.


Motion was made by Comm. King to adopt Resolution #12-41 accepting the first four items and omitting the fifth item regarding the Police salary and wages to the Snow Trust Fund in the amount of $20,000 until the Committee could better understand the application of those funds and seconded by Comm. Hazard.   


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


Attorney Cruz mentioned that the $20,000 transfer can be addressed at the next meeting.


BUDGET TRANSFERS


Resolution #12-42 – Temporary Budget Amendment


Mayor Elbert said he spoke with Adm. Pietrefesa.  The State is allowing the municipality to extend the introduction of the 2012 budget.  One of the requirements is that the Township must adopt a Temporary Budget by the end of February.  This does not affect the budgeting process.  This will keep the flow of money going in order to pay the bills.   Comm. King wanted an explanation of the totals that are listed on the resolution.  The numbers do not add up.  Attorney Cruz said he will ask Adm. Pietrefesa about the numbers and report back to the Committee.  
FINANCIAL
After speaking with Adm. Pietrefesa, Attorney Cruz said that the Committee has 
ISSUES
already adopted one temporary budget at the beginning of the year which will bring the 
(Con’t)
Township through the month of March.  The purpose of this temporary budget amendment now is to bring the Township through May 15th in order to keep the flow of money needed for bills to be paid with the anticipation that by May 15th the Township will have adopted the regular budget.  There is a difference between this 

resolution and a temporary emergency resolution.  This does not become binding on the Township until it adopts the permanent budget.  If a temporary emergency resolution needs to be adopted, it will require four (4) affirmative votes by the Governing Body and the Township will be bound by that budget.  Two of the big items that need to be paid are $509,000 for the PERS and $838,000 for the PFRS.  The way these numbers line up is $1,113,000 for salary and wages, $2,081,000 for other expenses which is a total of $3,194,000.  The amount of $3,194,000 is added to the current temporary budget for a grand total of $7,312,000.  The numbers do, in fact, add up.  Adm. Pietrefesa said he did not need to add the grand total line but he wanted to make sure that these numbers balanced out in the Finance Department with the current temporary budget.  

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-42.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


REVENUE REPORT – JANUARY -  Acknowledged.

SNOW REPORT – 
FEBRUARY 11, 2012 - $9,034.00 – Acknowledged.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality – No report.


Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – Comm. Antosiewicz said he attended an RTMUA meeting.  He also attended the Green Team meeting and two Hunterdon 
REPORTS
County Chamber of Commerce meetings.  The Chamber is trying very hard to promote 
(Con’t)
jobs especially with the ordinance that was adopted by the Township Committee regarding the waiving of permit fees.  He is still waiting to hear from the Finance Committee regarding school payments. He was told by Adm. Pietrefesa not to move forward with negotiating the Flemington Borough lease.  He would like to see an increase in the lease amount.  Comm. Mangin asked him if the RTMUA mentioned the house that is in front of the property.  Comm. Antosiewicz said they were addressing an issue with some mold in the basement.


John King – Public Works – Comm. King said that he asked Supt. Struening to back off on a letter he sent to the County saying that the Township did not want to participate in the Chip Seal Program.  


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – Comm. Mangin said that at the Board of Health Meeting, a discussion was held about the changes that were made at the County Health Department.  The Board invited Mr. Rainey to the next Board of Health Meeting to explain the various changes.  He reported that he met with Chris Phalen and a group of 12 non-profits, the County, Raritan Valley, the State and John King.  There was a very good discussion held on economic development such as who would be the holder of the records and programs.  The first meeting went well, however, there is more work that needs to be done.  Comm. King said that, in addition to some of the attendees, the representative of the Business Improvement District for Flemington Borough, wanted to reach out to Raritan Township to involve the Township in what he is trying to accomplish.  More importantly, the Chamber is pointing out the Hunterdon Economic Partnership as being a prime model of what they felt was successful in the past which used to be run by Katherine McVicor.  The Hunterdon Economic Partnership was subsequently dissolved around the same time as the Raritan Township Economic Development Committee.  There are a number of people who seem to be coming back full swing.  He did not know what was going to come about or how it will be funded.  He asked that he be able to continue to participate in further discussions.  Comm. Mangin said that Chris Phalen was pleased with the Economic Development Survey.     


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard said that the parks are closed at this time.  Trail cleanups will be done by volunteers.  He said that the police shared service with East Amwell has to be reviewed.  Mayor Elbert said he spoke with the Mayor of East Amwell and was informed that they are very satisfied with the shared service.  The Administrator of East Amwell was the one that negotiated the contract.  

REPORTS
***      Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said he spoke with 
(Con’t)
            JCP&L Representative John Anderson, who said he will attend the March meeting of the Township Committee.  Mr. Anderson is concerned with the questions he will be faced with when he appears at the meeting.  Mr. Veneziale said he should focus on what JCP&L has done with regard to infrastructure and what they have done to repair it.  He also stressed to Mr. Anderson that he speak about what communication improvements have been made with regard to the residents and also what JCP&L has learned from the past storms.  He also stressed to Mr. Anderson on what the Township could do to assist the utility company to make sure that there are no prolonged outages in the future.  He also mentioned that there were slow responses from Elizabethtown Gas, and hopefully the matter has been rectified.  He will continue to follow up and make sure that they expedite the responses.  He said that one of the Township employees was taken to the hospital from Tractor Supply but it was non-life threatening.   
UNFINISHED
SALE OF LAND – BLOCK 23, LOT 4 AND BLOCK 41, LOT 63 – Attorney 
BUSINESS
Cruz said that the Township acquired two parcels of property through tax foreclosure sales, Block 23, Lot 4 and Block 41, Lot 63.  Both of those properties are owned by the municipality and the Township Committee has expressed a desire to sell those properties.  These are not open space or recreation parcels.  These were acquired because of the failure of the property owner to pay real estate taxes.  In order to sell a municipal asset such as real property, the Township is governed by the Local Lands and Buildings Law which requires essentially an auction process with the sale going to the highest bidder as opposed to the Local Public Contracts Law which makes an award to the vendor providing the lowest price.  The Local Lands and Buildings Law requires that the sale be authorized by ordinance.  There is an ordinance before the Committee authorizing that sale, setting forth the terms and conditions.  There are two parcels, one a larger parcel of about 13 acres and another about 1 and ½ acres.  The 13 acre parcel holds a minimum bid price of $52,000 and the smaller parcel holds a minimum bid of $6,500.  Those prices were arrived at after a consultation with the Township Tax Assessor.  The two lots will be sold separately, as is, with no financing contingency.  Comm. Mangin wanted to know if the closest property owners get notification of this sale.  Attorney Cruz said that they do not have to get notification, however, he recommended that they do.  A 200 foot list of surrounding property owners could be developed.  Mayor Elbert said he spoke with some of the people in the area to at least let them know about the sale.  Attorney Cruz said that a copy of the ordinance could be sent out to those people.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that if the minimum bid is achieved on both properties, is the Township obligated to accept the bids.  Attorney Cruz said that the ordinance does reserve the right for the Township to reject all bids.  
UNFINISHED
NJ DOT RE:  BARLEY SHEAF ROAD SIDEWALK EXTENSIONS – SAFE 
BUSINESS
ROUTES TO SCHOOL – Mayor Elbert said that the NJ DOT has authorized the 
(Con’t)
extra funding for the sidewalks at Barley Sheaf School.  Comm. King said that he was informed through the Transportation Management Authority that the sidewalks on Route 31 are going to start being built when the weather becomes appropriate.  The transfer of the funds has gone into maintenance.  People will not have to walk in the middle of Route 31 to get from the school to Church Street.  He thanked Shree Davis and said that a letter of thanks should be sent to the NJ DOT and Shree Davis.    


SALE OF FIRE TRUCK 

***      Fire Chief Risa Hynes, said that the fire truck is an old 2162 open cab and in fairly good condition and always has done its job.  There is now a safety issue preventing the Fire Company from putting the truck back into service because of the open cab.  She was not sure how it can be sold.  There is a question about the actual value of the truck.  She asked that if the truck is sold that the money be turned over to the Fire Company to be used for equipment. 

Comm. Hazard asked if the truck is sold, would the money go to the Fire Company.   Attorney Cruz said that this is a Township owned vehicle with no value.  It is surplus property no longer needed by the Township.  He did not know how the Township would go about selling it.  There are, however, various mechanisms to sell used vehicles and he thought that the Township should explore these avenues before considering making a donation to the Fire Company.  If the Township were to make a donation to the Fire Company, it would probably be conditioned that the money be returned to the Township.  Comm. King asked if that money can be reapportioned as the Township sees fit.  Attorney Cruz said yes.  The Administrator could probably explain about the government site that sells this type of equipment.  The money should definitely come into the Township and then the Township could utilize the money as it sees fit as part of the budget.  It was the consensus of the Committee to direct Adm. Pietrefesa to find out the parameters for the sale of the truck.  Comm. Mangin recused himself from the consensus.  

NEW
BARLEY SHEAF PTO RE:  5K RUN, SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2012 – Chief 
BUSINESS
Tabasko said that this event is coordinated with the Police Officers to help with traffic and Supt. Struening directs his staff help with barricades.



RETURN OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE AND LETTER OF CREDIT TO SOUTH BRANCH INDUSTRIAL PARK – Attorney Cruz said that this is a standard request that is made of the Township Committee and the Engineer has recommended the return of the performance guarantee and also a letter of credit.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
NEW
RETURN OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE TO COUNTRY SIDE PLAZA,

BUSINESS
INC., SECTION 2 – Engineer Coppola has recommended the release of the 

(Con’t)
performance guarantee to Country Side Plaza, Inc., Section 2.  A resolution was


adopted later in the meeting

STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT RE:  RARITAN REALTY PARTNERS, LLC – Attorney Cruz remarked that this is a settlement of a tax appeal.  There were two appeals filed for 2010 and 2011.  The assessed value for those two years. as part of the settlement, remains the same at $5,033,000.00.  In 2012, that assessment is being reduced by $200,000 to $4,833,200.00.  It is a minor adjustment on the bill and both the Tax Assessor and the Real Estate Tax Appeal Attorney recommend the reduction.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
 
HUNTERDON COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY, DIVISION OF SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING SERVICES RE:  ALTERNATE MEMBER FOR SWAC – Mayor Elbert said that the Township should try to find an alternate member. 


Perhaps it could be placed on the Township Web Site.  Comm. Hazard said he might have a couple of candidates that might be interested or he could also contact the RTMUA.  

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT RE:  CRETER VAULT CORPORATION – Attorney Cruz informed the Committee that this is the companion to what was just discussed about returning the performance guarantee to the South Branch Industrial Park.  When a performance bond is returned, a new maintenance guarantee is substituted that is consistent with the Municipal Land Use Law.  The development agreement is the Township’s form and, basically, this will be substituted for the performance guarantee for a two-year period.  If the improvements fail during that two year period, there is a fund that can be utilized to make the repairs.  There is a question as to access regarding the railroad and whether or not improvements were going to be made now or later at the intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue and Foster Lane.  As he understood it, the County is not prepared to make those improvements as yet.  So Foster Lane, notwithstanding the Township releasing the performance guarantee and accepting a maintenance bond, will remain a private road until the County work is done.  This information is in the resolution which specifically states, with Eng. Coppola’s recommendation, that Foster Lane remain a private road.  Resolution

#12-44 was adopted later in the meeting.   
ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #12-2 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF BLOCK 41, LOT 63, AND BLOCK 23, LOT 4, AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAPS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, BY PUBLIC AUCTION AS REQUIRED BY LAW.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-2 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of March 20, 2012 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested persons will be heard.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

U.S. Senator Robert Menendez to Hold Senate Banking Committee Field Hearing “Saving our Neighborhoods from Foreclosures”; CEU Tracking System for League Conference Sessions will be Shut Down; Upcoming School Energy Conservation Workshop; Women in government Day; Federal Road Sign Standards Update; Two Upcoming Programs: Doing Business with the Private Sector; Land Use Controls:  Sustainable Energy Sources Present New Challenges; Budget Updates; Input Sought on Draft On-Farm Direct Marketing AMP; Executive Leadership Training for Mayors and Council Presidents; 20th Annual Mayors’ Legislative Day Recap; Budget Updates; Mandatory Fluoridation Bills Advanced; Conference Resolution Update; Executive Leadership Training for Mayor’s and Council Presidents; 

b.
Fire Services Grant Program 2012 – Chief Hynes said that this grant was already applied for.  The maximum grant will be $1,000 and will be used by the Fire Company to purchase new outfits. 

c.
Delaware Township Ordinances re:  Land Use (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

CORRES-
d.
Township of Clinton Ordinance re:  Land Use (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

PONDENCE

(Con’t)

e.
Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution re:  Weight Limit              on County Bridge RQ-164

f.
Hunterdon County Engineer re:  Municipal Participation – Surface Treatment Program 2012 (Information Forwarded to:  Administrator, Engineer, Comm. John King – This was already addressed by Comm. King to Supt. Struening.  
g.
Township of Holland Resolution re:  The Need to Perform More Intensive Cutting of Vegetation, Trees and Branches above Utility Lines

h.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce – February, 2012 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office) - 
      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.




1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
January 17, 2012


2)
Township Committee Executive Session Minutes:
December 15, 2012








January 17, 2012

3)
Budget Meeting Minutes:





Resolutions:

Resolution #12-32 – Stipulation of Settlement Relative to the Tax Appeal


          Captioned, Raritan Realty Partners LLC v. Raritan

                                  Township, Tax Court of New Jersey Docket 

                                  Nos. 006705-2010 and 005041-2011                            
Resolution #12-38 – Return of a Performance Cash Bond and Letter of                                                    Credit to South Branch Industrial Park (Flemington                                                 Concrete)

Resolution #12-39 – Return of Performance Guarantee and Cash Bond to 


          Country Side, Inc., Section 2 
Resolution #12-43 – Authorizing the Township Attorney, Upon Advise of and 

after Request from the Tax Assessor, to File Corrective          Appeals and Counter Claims with the Hunterdon County Tax Board and the NJ Tax Court, and to Sign Stipulations of Settlement at the Hunterdon County Tax Board
CONSENT

Resolution #12-44 – Authorization for Mayor and Clerk to Sign Development

AGENDA



          Agreement – Creter Vault Corporation

(Con’t)


Resolution #12-45 – Ewing Farm Open Space Preservation Project

Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE
***
Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said that the Office of

OF THE


Emergency Management is continuing with FEMA updates.  There are still two 

FLOOR


more storms to be updated.  The funding is still in the application process.  He also mentioned that school events place an impact on emergency services.  The squad or fire company should be out at the events and there still should be an interchange of services.  There should also be adequate planning for those events.




Police Chief Glenn Tabasko praised Frank Veneziale and the Emergency Management Office.  Because of them, it lessens the load on the Police Department.  He is a great help to the Fire Department and the Rescue Squad.  The work he does is remarkable and wanted to thank him publicly.     
***
Chief Risa Hynes requested that the Township supply gasoline to the Fire Police vehicle and the 2nd command vehicle.  

Mayor Elbert said that the Committee tabled the matter until more information could be gathered.  The biggest goal is to keep the money in the budget that is given to the Fire Department.    

***
Chief Hynes said that it costs a lot of money for the Fire Company to maintain the vehicles.  The work that they do is for Raritan Township business.  Those vehicles are not used for pleasure.  They are used for fire protection.  This practice has been done for years.  There was an incident several years ago 
PRIVILEGE

where someone had abused the privilege, however, that was taken care of.  At 
OF THE


this time the Fire Company was told to stop filling the cars.  In answer to 
FLOOR


Comm. King’s questions, she stated that the vehicles stay at the fire house until 
(Con’t)


they become activated.  

Comm. King wanted to know when the Fire Company stopped using the gas supplied by Raritan Township.
***
Chief Hynes said about four years ago, they were told to stop filling the tanks.  However, this was resumed again and recently was told again to stop using the gasoline.

Chief Tabasko said that the Fire Police provide a service to Raritan Township that is invaluable.  Many times there is not enough police manpower to direct traffic at a fire scene and the Fire Police are always there.  Comm. Hazard said that a meeting will be set up with the Mayor, Supt. Struening and Adm. Pietrefesa.




Resolution #12-48 – CLOSED SESSION:






           Personnel  -     Municipal Court Administrator; Staffing






           Contractual – Union Negotiations – CWA Local 1040;






                                    Teamsters Local 469; PBA Local 337




Resolution #12-48 was not needed.
ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.    


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at: 8:20 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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