          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

             February 7, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met this date at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa, Planner Jamie Sunyak, Eng. Fred Coppola and Attorney Albert Cruz.   
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Joanne Plough, 36 Junction Road, said that she was concerned about the construction that is proposed at the Yale Property.  She said that Costco would have a big impact on that particular area.  She felt that the Committee was in disrespect of the people that have lived there for many years. 

Attorney Cruz said that there is a public hearing on that particular ordinance, however, this resident has begun to speak and address the Committee so he said that the Committee should continue to hear her and then have the public comment at the appropriate time.  He clarified that this section is for items that are on the agenda and not subject to a public hearing.  There is a specific public hearing for that ordinance listed on the agenda for later in the meeting.  He asked that she continue to address the Committee.
PUBLIC
***      Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway, commented on the franchise fee from Comcast in  

COMMENT
            the amount of $21,549.00

(Con’t)
                              Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is an annual fee that Comcast is required to pay the 
                              Township based on the amount of revenue they take in every year as part of the 
                              contract.  This is regulated by the BPU.  


***     Ms. Sachau wanted to know about the Environmental Commission report.  She also wanted to know about the authorization for accumulated time for Margaret Kusant.


Mayor Elbert said that this is money that is owed to Ms. Kusant contractually.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Ms. Kusant retired and this is accrued time that she had.  Under the terms of the contract with the union, this is what she is owed.  

PROCLAMATION: READ ACROSS AMERICAN – NEW JERSEY


Mayor Elbert read this proclamation into the record.  Clerk Sollena said that the Principal at Robert Hunter School would like to invite a Committeeman to read to a class during the month of March.  Comm. Antosiewicz volunteered to read to the class.
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  9,377,618.18 
ISSUES


Mayor Elbert asked about the amount of deer that were picked up.  The bill was for $1.092 for November/December.  Comm. Antosiewicz asked about the bill for Township of Randolph for $1,100.00.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the annual payment for membership in the Morris County Purchasing Cooperative

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.    

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township Fire Company:
$  7,944.58

ISSUES
(Con’t)
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.

                               Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes





Mangin – abstain





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

BUDGET TRANSFERS

Resolution #12-34 - Budget Transfers (4 Votes Needed for Adoption)


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-34.


Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.


REVENUE REPORT – DECEMBER – Adm. Pietrefesa said that there was nothing new to report.  This is a cash report and does not reflect any changes that have been made.  

SNOW REPORTS – JANUARY 16TH & 17TH - $10,476.00





JANUARY 21ST - $40,613.00


Adm. Pietrefesa said that there were icy conditions over the weekend.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality – Mayor Elbert said that he attended the annual dinner at the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad and was presented with a plaque on the rescue truck.  The Garden Club of New Jersey awarded the Township $500 toward the fencing for the Community Garden as well as a host of plants that are being donated by the NJ Plant Trade Show.  


Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Flemington Raritan School Board voted to move the School Board Election to the General Election in November.  Hunterdon Central Regional High School already voted to move their election.  All School Board Elections will be held in November instead of April.  He met with the Green Team and Harold Quinn will be the Chairman.  The Environmental Committee was meeting that very night.  Their annual report is included in the agenda packet.  He was going to attend the RTMUA Meeting on February 16th.  


Attorney Cruz asked that based on the report that was given on the school elections, if Resolution #12-32 would be needed.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that Resolution #12-32 is not needed.  



John King – Public Works – No report


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – Comm. Mangin said that a letter was received by Director John Beckley who has since retired.  The Board of Health was very concerned because the County Health Department conducts inspections of food establishments. septic systems, wells and grease traps.  He had the opportunity to speak with the Freeholder Chair and was informed that this is more of a restructuring at the County.  They are going to use shared services between Sussex, Warren and Hunterdon Counties.  In the years past, every food establishment was inspected twice during the year.  As of last year, it was reduced to one inspection.  The County’s intent is to have it go back to two inspections per year.  The current services will still be provided by the County.  He met with the Chamber of Commerce and discussed the surveys on businesses in Raritan Township that are in the process of being completed.


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – Comm. Hazard said that he is working with the Recreation Committee and Director Sal Randazzese on the clean up of the trails. He will call on volunteers to help with the work.  There are many trees down from the storms that need to be cleaned up.  He hopes everyone could be involved in the Wounded Warriors Walk at Lenape Park.  He attended the Fire Banquet and Rescue Banquet which were great events.  
UNFINISHED
HUNTERDON COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR RE:  REIMBURSEMENT   

BUSINESS
TO THE COUNTY FROM THE GARDEN STATE PRESERVATION PROGRAM AND ITS PILOT PROGRAM – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the County has reversed its opinion for the payment of funds for the PILOT Program.  There is no money due at this time.


FINAL PAYMENT OF $4,514.39 TO TOP LINE CONSTRUCTION FOR 


EVERITTS ROAD, SECTION II, PAHSE 2, STATE AID PROJECT – Eng. 


Coppola said that Top Line Construction did an excellent job and recommended that the final payment of $4,514.39 be forwarded to them.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


SALE OF LAND – BLOCK 23, LOT 4 AND BLOCK 41, LOT 63 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that these are 2 of 4 properties that were foreclosed on by the Township.  One piece of property is on Sam Levine Road and the other is off of Old Croton Road.   One of the properties is land locked, however, there may be access through an easement.  Attorney Cruz prepared a draft ordinance for the Committee’s review.  A determination would have to be made for the minimum bid and the date to receive bids.  The ordinance was prepared under the Local Lands and Buildings Law.  The disposition of any unnecessary land must be put up for auction.  There are two properties; one is 13.2 acres in the R1 Zone and is land locked on the south side of Old Croton Road.  The Tax Assessor has no information to suggest that a right-of-way is available to this lot and also this piece of land may have wetland constraints.  The second lot is a smaller parcel.  It is a triangular parcel of 1.6 acres also in the R1 Zone on Sam Levine Road.  There are certain technical decisions that have to be made.  He spoke to the Tax Assessor as to what would be an acceptable market price for those properties.  He also suggested that the Committee allow the Administrator, Tax Assessor and the Attorney to establish what the minimum bid should be.  The two properties would be sold separately, even though there is one ordinance.  There would be an auction held for each of the properties.  Both of the properties are not on the Open Space Inventory and the sale will be as is.  There is an old garage on the 13-acre property.  

NEW
FLEMINGTON-RARITAN PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE

BUSINESS
RE:  AUDIT – DECEMBER 31, 2010 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Flemington-Raritan Parks & Recreation Committee is required to file an audit with the Township.  Acknowledged. 



COMCAST FRANCHISE FEE 2011 - $21,549.99 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a yearly fee that Comcast pays to Raritan Township.  This fund is a budgeted revenue for 2012.
NEW
LETTER FROM THE RESIDENTS OF THE LEEDS ROAD VICINITY OF 
BUSINESS
BOULEVARD – Adm. Pietrefesa said that copies were forwarded to the Police
(Con’t)
Department and the Engineering Department.  Leeds Road is off of Hart Boulevard and residents complained about the speeding on Hart Boulevard and the noise from the speed humps.  Eng. Coppola said that a speed limit study must be conducted.  In this way, he can ascertain how much speeding is going on.  Chief Tabasko said that he 

dealt with this issue last year.  He spent a couple of Saturday afternoons in the area.  

There was some speeding going on, however, it was not excessive.  In a couple of 

hours, he stopped 5 or 6 cars.  The varying speed was 30 – 31.  Comm. King 
remarked,  from that the letter, that the Chief provided great service to the residents.   Eng. Coppola said that in order to use speed humps, the speed limit cannot be more than 30 MPH and no more than 3,000 vehicles per day.  

HUNTERDON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND HEALTH – DIVISION MANAGER TADHGH RAINEY RE:  CHANGES IN THE DELIVERY SYSTEM OF THE DEPARTMENT (COPY FORWARDED TO THE BOARD OF HEALTH) – This was discussed earlier in the meeting.

RARITAN TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 2011 REPORT


Acknowledged.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that last year the Township received the New Jersey Sustainable Award.  

ACCUMULATED TIME FOR MARGARET KUSANT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a contractual issue.  Ms. Kusant retired at the end of 2011.  Calculations were completed in accordance with the CWA Contract.  

LOCAL FINANCE NOTICE RE:  MOVING FLEMINGTON-RARITAN SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION THE THIRD TUESDAY IN APRIL TO THE FIRST TUESDAY AFTER THE FIRST MONDAY IN NOVEMBER (GENERAL ELECTION) – Adm. Pietrefesa commented that, at a recent seminar, if the budget goes to November and there is a CAP question on the ballot to exceed the tax levy cap and it is approved, that will require the Tax Collector to send out supplemental tax bills for the first and second quarters of the following year to collect the additional tax.  There would be an additional cost and possibly additional taxes because the budget would have already been approved in April.  Adm. Pietrefesa said he did not think that the Township could charge the schools for the additional tax bills. 
ORDINANCES


ORDINANCE #12-1 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A "REDEVELOPMENT PLAN" FOR AN AREA IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT INCLUDING BLOCK 16.02/LOT 41 FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY THE YALE MATERIAL HANDLING CORPORATION 

MANUFACTURING FACILITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7.

AND AMENDMENTS AND SUPPLEMENTS TO TITLE 16 OF THE "REVISED 

GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN" WITH SPECIFIC 




REFERENCES TO EXISTING SECTION 16.22.010, "ESTABLISHMENT OF 



ZONES", TO EXISTING SECTION 16.22.020, "ZONING MAP", AND TO A NEW SECTION 16.28C WHICH INCLUDES ZONING PROVISIONS FOR A NEW "RJR" RARITAN JUNCTION REDEVELOPMENT DISTRICT GOVERNING THE DEVELOPMENT OF A "RARITAN JUNCTION REDEVELOPMENT PLAN"
Planner Sunyak gave an overview about the Yale property.  In September, 2010, the Township Committee directed the Planning Board to undertake a preliminary investigation to determine whether or not particular portions of the municipality which were identified as Block 16.02, Lots 41, 42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 and 49 met the  redevelopment criteria.  The Planning Board found that only one of the lots within the redevelopment area met this criteria, namely the Yale site.  The building of 325,000 square feet is in bad shape and needs to be redeveloped.  The lot is 41 acres in size and there is existing public water and sewer.  The plan also seeks to improve the traffic problems within the vicinity of the site and there are some recommendations for new traffic signals and new intersections.  There is a portion of Junction Road that the Planning Board will look at to see if it could end in a cul-de-sac to lessen the traffic volume.  There will be no anticipation for any acquisition of properties within the area and there will be no use of eminent domain.  There were a number of public Planning Board hearings in 2011.  The Planning Board then made a recommendation to the Committee in December of 2011.  The area will be known as RJR Zone – Raritan Junction Redevelopment Area and the purpose of that zone is to create a mixture of retain uses such as office, service, recreation and other permitted uses.  The site, at this time, is in an industrial zone as well as all of the properties that are in the triangular piece bounded by Route 31.  The properties surrounding the area would be adequately screened and buffered.    
Meeting opened to the public.  
***
Joanne Plough, 36 Junction Road, has lived on Junction Road for 26 years.  r.  She showed an aerial view of the building with the amount of parking spots that need to be allotted to accommodate a Costco.  There are thirteen Costco’s in the State of New Jersey and none of them are across the street from a high school or near homes.  The houses were there before the site was changed to 
ORDINANCES

industrial.  She felt that after this is built she will not be able to get in and out 
(Con’t)


of her home.  The amount of traffic that this site is going to create on Route 31 and Junction Road will be greatly increased.  She mentioned that she did not know about the meetings at the Planning Board.  She did not care how many trees are put up, it is still going to cause havoc in the area.  She felt that the Township does not need more stores.  There are plenty of empty stores now and it makes the Township look like it is in a decline.  She felt that the




Township did not care and that her opinion did not matter.  The property values 




will decline and there will be safety issues with the high school.  She was aware that the developer is giving 4.5 acres to the high school for 110 parking spaces and a small field.  The traffic now on Route 31 at 6:00 p.m. is bumper to bumper.  She reiterated that the Township does not need a Costco.  
***
Gay Mitchell, 42 & 44 Junction Road, was concerned that no one has discussed the environmental impact on the area.  There is a huge sign stating that the EPA is investigating the area.  She consulted with an expert who informed her that any extensive building in that area would negatively impact the septic systems and wells.  Perhaps the buyer of the property could provide public water and sewer to the homeowners.  

Eng. Coppola, said that the impervious coverage should not be maximized to any great extent.  The Township has a NJPDES Permit from the State where the Township has to control and manage the stormwater coming off that site and treat it.  Not only to reduce the discharge, but also to filter out any suspended material that may be in the flow and also to recharge the aquifer below the site by infiltration and other devices of that nature.  In terms of storm water management, there are ways the public can be protected.  The County also has responsibilities as to storm water management, as well as the Hunterdon County Soil Conservation.  
***
Ms. Plough said that the land development company that constructed Walmart and Lowes, are being investigated by the EPA because the dirt was contaminated.  The developer was supposed to remove the dirt from the site but all they did was pile it up and put it back.  These are the same developers that are going to construct the Yale site.    

Eng. Coppola asked where she received this information from.

***
Ms. Plough said that there were giant mounds of dirt along Walter Foran Boulevard and it was never removed, it was just spread out again.  This was noted in the newspaper and they are being investigated.

ORDINANCES
Eng. Coppola said that he will look into that situation and include any negative items 
(Con’t)

in his report.  He was very surprised about this news and asked for a copy of the article.    

***
Alan Creveling, 42 Junction Road, said that during this development process he wanted to know if it was possible that the homeowners in the adjacent areas that have septic systems could be offered access to the public sewer and water.    




Comm. Mangin asked that once the preliminary site plan is developed, would there be 



public hearings held for people to come in and discuss the plan.  Planner Sunyak said that the requirement for the site plan would be anyone within 200’ would be noticed.  If there are people outside of the 200’ and would like to be placed on the mailing list, they can contact the Planning and Zoning Office and request that.  

***
Nancy Haberle, 2 Bartles Corner Road, said she is a Certified Tax Collector and CFO in a neighboring municipality and she understood the impact that this will have on the rateables and on jobs.  She lived in her mother’s home at 112 Route 31 for many years.  The traffic now is phenomenal.  Her concern is that on the property between her mother’s home and the home across the way that there is going to be a road built going into Costco.  The traffic in that area is terrible and the center lane is the site of many accidents and near accidents.  She wanted to know if this was a good decision to put a road coming out onto Route 31 for safety issues and if this was true.
Planner Sunyak said that the concept plan does show a road that comes out from the Yale site to Route 31.  She said that it is under NJ DOT review and approval.  There have not been any traffic studies that have been presented as a result of the redevelopment plan process.  She anticipated that this would require significant traffic reviews and volume studies to determine the right location.  The property does extend out to Route 31.    

***
Ms. Haberle was concerned about the reduction in value of her mother’s home if a road were to be built next to it.  
***
Paula Ellentuch, 16 Ridge Road, said that each time she sits in at a Board of Adjustment Meeting or Planning Board Meeting, all she hears is how the RTMUA (Raritan Township Municipal Utilities Authority) is giving away sewer capacity from either Yale or Lipton Tea.  She wanted to know how many times the RTMUA can give away sewer capacity.  
ORDINANCES
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to close the meeting to the public on Ordinance

(Con’t)

#12-1.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance #12-1 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.




Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. King.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

Mayor Elbert thanked everyone who spoke at the meeting.  He asked that anyone interested can leave their contact information with Planner Sunyak or Eng. Coppola.  
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

Governor Pocket Veto Bills; Governor Signs Bills; Emergency Management Preparedness Task Force; Property Tax in New Jersey; 2012 Campaign Contribution Notice; “Budget Updates”; “Collection of Municipal Court Fees; Recent Supreme Court Decision in Polzo vs. Essex County; Summary of Recently Enacted Legislation; Extension to Introduce CY 2012 Budget; New Content on DLGS Web Site; “Leaves of Absence in New Jersey-A Look at the Family Medical Leave Act; Women in Municipal Government Day – 4th Annual; “Budget Updates; Doing Business with Government – The Contracting & Ethics Rules are Different; “Land Use Controls:  Sustainable Energy Sources Present New Challenges”; “Conflict Resolution During the Shared Service Process; Guidance Issued on Moving the School Board Election to November; A-1338, Extends and Expands Permit Extension Act of 2008; Flawed Decisions Could Inflate Local Pension Bills; Support Men and Women in Uniform; In Case of Inclement Weather or Cancellation; Executive Leadership Training for Mayors and Council Presidents; 2012 Census Boundary and Annexation Survey; 

CORRES-

b.
Letters from Barbara Sachau re:  Speed Limit on Dayton Road, Readington 
PONDENCE

Township Resolution re:  Logging and Worker Contracts Online

(Con’t)
c.
NJ DEP re:  Urging all Homeowners to Test for Radon

d.
Comcast Information

e.
Township of Readington re:  Access to Documents 

f.
Delaware Township Notice of Adoption of Comprehensive Farmland Preservation Plan Element of Delaware Township Master Plan, 1994 Revision




g.
Hunterdon Central Regional High School re:  Move the School Board Election 




from third Tuesday in April to first Tuesday after the first Monday in 




November (General Election) 

h.
Borough of Flemington Ordinances re:  Land Development & Planning Board Submission of Applications to Include Electronic (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

i.
Township of Clinton Ordinance #1033-12 re:  Land Use Regulations (On File

in the Clerk’s Office)

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
December 27, 2012








January 3, 2012


2)
Township Committee Executive Session Minutes:
December 13, 2011

3)
Budget Meeting Minutes:
December 15, 2011





Resolutions:

a.
Resolution #12-27 – Authorizing Final Payment of $4,514.39 to Top Line



           Construction for Everitts Road, Section II, Phase 2,



           State Aid Project
b.
Resolution #12-28 – Cancellation of Taxes under $10.00

CONSENT

c.
Resolution #12-30 – Return of a Taxi Cab License Fee to Jose Sanchez-   
AGENDA                                                             Gaytan in the Amount of $250.00
(Con’t)
d.
Resolution #12-31 – Escrow Refund 

e.
Resolution #12-32 – Establishing the Election of the Members of the                                                          Flemington-Raritan Board of Education as the First                                                  Tuesday after the First Monday in November                                                             (General Election)




f.
Resolution #12-33 – Appointing Dr. Edward Dougherty to the Raritan     
                                                                              Township Municipal Utilities Authority (RTMUA)   
                                                          Effective January 31, 2012 for a Term of Five (5)                                                       Years

g.
Resolution #12-36 – Authorizing Accumulated Time for Margaret Kusant

h.
Resolution #12-37 – Opposition to S1954/A4358, Forest Harvest on State                                                  Lands

Mayor Elbert asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of

Items “e”, “g” & “h”
Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Hazard.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

Item 12 “e” – Resolution #12-32 – Establishing the Election of the Members of the Flemington-Raritan Board of Education as the First Tuesday after the First Monday in November (General Election) – This resolution was not needed because the Board of Education voted to have the School Board Election moved to November.

Item 12 “g” – Resolution #12-36 – Authorizing Accumulated Time for Margaret Kusant.

CONSENT

Comm. King said that he recognized the fine work that Ms. Kusant did for the 
AGENDA

Township and it is no intent to discredit her work or what she has earned over the 
(Con’t)

years but he was personally opposed to accumulated sick time payments for departing employees.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-36.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.




Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes







Hazard – yes







King – no




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
  
Item 12 “h” – Resolution #12-37 – Opposition to S1954/A4358, Forest Harvest on State Lands.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-37.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Mayor Elbert.  

***
Barbara Sachau said that she wanted to speak about Resolution #12-37.

Attorney Cruz said that this was an item on the agenda during which the public had an opportunity to speak at the very beginning of the meeting.  As was observed, the chair always has the right to waive that.
***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway, said that she could not speak on this before because she did not have a copy of the resolution.  She felt that the public needs more notice on some items.  
Adm. Pietrefesa said that this was discussed at a prior meeting and the Township 

Committee requested that a resolution be drafted.  He also said that the agenda packet 

and all resolutions and ordinances are available at the Clerk’s Office.

***
Ms. Sachau said she had a problem with the statement about the most serious threat to today’s forest; that common hardwood species such as oaks, hickory, poplar and birch among others, are not regenerating due to high deer densities.  There are many diseases and pests going around that are hurting the trees and 
CONSENT


the major problem with tree health is the actions of mankind and, in fact, the 
AGENDA


United States Forest Service has just come out with two volumes on the health 
(Con’t)


of forests.  In this book it states the major problem with forest health is the actions of mankind in relation to climate change, invasive pests, invasive diseases and all the other things that happen.  She said that there was inaccurate information in the resolution. 




Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes







Hazard – no







King – no




Mangin – no




Elbert – yes

Motion defeated.

PRIVILEGE
***    Paula Ellentuch, 16 Ridge Road, commented on the lack of environmental   
OF THE

          assessments on proposed subdivisions.  Currently there is an application before  
FLOOR

          the Planning Board involving the potential residential development of contaminated land that abuts the old municipal dump and teneco.  Neither the applicant’s planner nor the engineer could answer the simple question of how much of the property was contaminated.  She was sure that everyone remembered the environmental disaster in Niagara Falls in the late ‘70’s when over one half of the population had chromosomal damage and birth defects.  The municipality has both a legal and a moral duty to have regard for the public interest in containing and removing contaminated land.  This is especially true when it involves human habitation.  A way to help safeguard future residents and also protect the Township against liability is to require developers to perform both Phase I and Phase II environmental assessments for their site prior to submitting application and attaching conditions for remediation to planning permissions.  This Committee would be well advised to require every developer to submit an independent 3rd party review as a condition for submitting any planning application.  She wanted to know if the Township would be willing to risk’s its residents’ lives to live on land that is known to cause cancer and birth defects.  
ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Mangin.    


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at: 9:00 p.m. 






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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