   			Township Committee Meeting Minutes
		February 18, 2014


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on February 18, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at   7:02 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin and Comm. Oliver Elbert.  Comm. Tom Antosiewicz was absent.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Richard Flaum.           

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE LED BY CUB SCOUTS & MOMENT OF SILENCE
	
            Mayor O’Brien and Pack 194, Den 9 ask all to lead everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our men and women serving in the Armed Forces and, in particular, those serving in troubled areas around the world. 

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

	No Public Comment.

	Mayor O’Brien moved Item 9”a” – Darryl Carman, Lentini Auto Salvage Company
	Request for 2014 License.

	                               Mayor O’Brien said that this matter was cancelled at the January 21, 2014 meeting due to a snow storm.  Mr. Carman’s license was extended to February 18, 2014.  Mr. Carman has readvertised the notice and the Clerk sent out notices to residents within 1,000 feet of the junk yard.  No objections were received.







      
PUBLIC	Resolution #14-17 – Approval of Junk Yard License for 2014 to Darryl Carman,
COMMENT			           Lentini Auto Salvage Company 
(Con’t)

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-17.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes
	

Motion carried.

		Mayor O’Brien thanked Mr. Carman for his support to the community and his generous donation of a fire vehicle to the Fire Department.    

FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$ 8,555,460.23 
ISSUES
		Mayor O’Brien asked about Check #1087 in the amount of $490.00 and Check #23780 payable in the same amount to C &M Landscaping Service.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that one payment is from a trust account and the other is from the general fund.  Comm. Mangin asked about Check #23769 in the amount of $932 payable to Aaron Roth.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a reimbursement from last year for college attendance.  

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.
			
	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – yes
				Gilbert - yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 
	




FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company:  $ 5,957.65
ISSUES
(Con’t)	Adm. Pietrefesa said that this bill is from last year’s budget.

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the bills for the Fire Company.

	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

	Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – recuse
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

	Resolution #14-31 – Budget Transfers

Adm. Pietrefesa said that there are several transfers that needed to be made including
a transfer from General Legal O.E. to Police S&W to cover a retiree payout in the
amount of $9,500 that was not anticipated from 2013.  Another transfer was from
Utilities O.E. to Municipal Services Act O.E. in the amount of $2,500.00 because the
communities receive a reimbursement for snow removal.  Based on the cost from last 
year, there would not be enough money for the reimbursement so the money was
transferred.  This is for snow removal for the condo units.  The last transfer was from
Snow Removal S&W to the Snow Trust Reserve in the amount of $20,000.00. There
was money in the Snow Removal S&W in overtime that was not spent last year so the 
money is available.  

Resolution #14-31 requires 4 affirmative votes.

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-31.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.




REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel – Comm. O’Brien said that the
Public Works Department received a shipment of salt last Monday, however, there
may only be enough salt for a light storm.  He commended Sup’t Struening and his
staff for doing a great job.

Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development – Comm. Mangin said he will report back on the status of Beemis Manufacturing.  There have been several fire alarms set off in this vacant building and will ask Fire Marshal to look into this matter.

Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historian’s Committee – No report.

Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
Parks & Recreation - Comm. Gilbert said that the Public Works Department created some signs that she will distribute regarding leashing and picking up after animals at Mine Brook and Morales Parks.  She called Sup’t Nolan and Lt. Donovan regarding a Crossing Guard’s parking issue.  
 
Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality – Comm. Elbert said that Sup’t Struening stayed at the plant during the holiday so he could receive the salt shipment.  It was greatly appreciated.  He mentioned that Comm. Antosiewicz went with several members of the Green Team to pick up donated trees and shrubs and available for the Township to use this coming spring.  Jeannie Geremia was in charge of getting them from the NJ Flower Show.  They are being stored at the Hunterdon Land Trust so they can be watered.  Mayor O’Brien said that he was contacted by Chris Phelan of the Rescue Squad requesting that he attend the 
March 4th Township Committee meeting to discuss the Rescue Squad’s budget.   Comm. Mangin suggested that he attend a Budget Meeting.   

	UNFINISHED	HUNTERDON LAND TRUST RE:  FOOD TRUCKS AT THE FARMER’S 
BUSINESS	MARKET – DVOOR FARM – Adm. Pietrefesa said there was a concern about a zoning change to public lands in lieu of the Hunterdon Land Trust wanting to have food trucks at the Farmer’s Market.  It stated in the Board of Health Code, Chapter 17, that no food preparation is allowed at the Farmer’s Market.  Food trucks are only allowed in the B2, B3 and B4 Zones.  Comm. Mangin said that there could be a temporary food license issued without having to change the zone.  The property at the Land Trust is zoned as public as are all the parks.  If anything is changed, he would like to see this specified to the Farmer’s Market only and narrowly limited.  Comm. Elbert said that he was not in favor of a zone change.  It was the consensus of the Committee to limit the food trucks to the Dvoor Farm.  

		
	NEW 	JUNK YARD LICENSE TO DARRYL CARMAN, LENTINI AUTO
BUSINESS	SALVAGE COMPANY FOR 2014 – This was discussed earlier.

		PUBLIC HEARING FOR BOND RELEASE RE:  ROBIN HILL HOMES,
		MILESTONE MANOR, SECTION IV – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a public hearing for the release of the bonds.  Before the engineer can release the bond, residents within 200 feet of the development must be notified that the developer is requesting the release.  The Clerk reviewed the list of the residents and each resident was mailed a notice by certified mail.  This is only for public improvements such as the street, sidewalks, storm sewers and curbing and not for the construction of the house.  A resolution was adopted in December of 2013 listing seven conditions that the developer had to meet before the bond could be released.

	***      Robert Mortara, Robin Hill, informed the Committee that all items have been completed.  

	TAX APPEAL SETTLEMENT RE:  HUNTERDON STORAGE, INC. –
		BLOCK 63.01, LOT 13, 177 HIGHWAY 202 – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Tax Assessor and Tax Attorney recommended the approval of the settlement filed by Hunterdon Storage.  The years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 would be frozen at the amount shown in the original assessment.  The entity would receive no interest on this settlement.  The taxpayer might take a credit on this year’s taxes.  As part of this settlement, there will be no appeal filed in the years 2014 and 2015 as long as the assessment remains at the $1,234,800.00.   A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.    

		NJ DOT TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM RE:  PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY AND STREETSCAPE – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a project that goes back about 10 years.  This is for the construction of sidewalks from the intersection of Dayton Road and Route 523 to Mine Brook Park.  There was supposed to be a grant of $144,000 the Township had to match.  This was delayed a number of times including a leave of absence by one of the representatives for over one year.  NJ DOT kept coming back with changes to the plans.  Now NJ DOT is requiring that a pedestrian light be installed at the intersection of Dayton Road and Route 12.  NJ DOT is also requiring that the municipality be compliant with ADA regulations.  The light will cost about $50,000 - $75,000.  He asked the Committee if it wants to continue the project and limit the scope or cancel the project.  The walkway could be limited from the corner of Dayton Road and Old Croton Road to Mine Brook Park.  In this way, during the time of the Farmer’s Market, could walk to Mine Brook Park.  However, once the sidewalk in installed, the municipality is the entity that must maintain it.  At this time the State has cancelled the $144,000 grant.  Deputy Mayor Mangin and Eng. Hajjar will reach out to NJ DOT.  
NEW	NJ BANKERS ASSOCIATION RE:  MAINTENANCE OF VACANT AND 
BUSINESS	ABANDONED PROPERTIES – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a company that deals with vacant and abandoned properties.  They alert the municipality when a resident is going into foreclosure.   This information will help Planner Sunyak with an additional source of information.  The Township Clerk also receives notices of foreclosures.  These foreclosure properties are often in horrible condition.  Attorney Flaum said that the Township could go after the banks to clean up the properties.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that, in the past, this has been a very difficult process.  

		ANDREW SINCLAIR RE:  PRESENTATION ON ENERGY AGGREGATION

		Andrew Sinclair and Stephen Thayer, Jersey Energy Group, LLC., were present at this meeting.

	***      Stephen Thayer, Jersey Energy Group, LLC, explained that people are allowed to choose their own energy suppliers.  This program is for the residents and also for small businesses.  There are 41 communities in the State of Illinois where the residents are experiencing a 15% - 24% savings.  The Township would have to adopt an ordinance in order to establish a community aggregation program.  JCP&L will still service and repair lines during outages and residents will still receive one bill every month at a lower rate.

	Mayor O’Brien asked what the obligation of the Township is once the ordinance is adopted.

	  ***	Mr. Thayer said that the Township has no obligation at all.  If the Township is not satisfied, it does not have to enter into a contract.  Jersey Energy Group will be providing rates once they are exact.  They will do bidding for Third Party Suppliers and get the best rate.  He mentioned that residents can OPT OUT of the program for any reason without any penalty.  Letters will be mailed out to residents letting them know the exact percentage that they will save.  There is no termination fee for those who wish to exit the aggregation at any time during the duration of the negotiated contract with the Third Party Supplier.   

 	Comm. Mangin said that education will be the key factor.  Most times there are only a few people that come to a Township Committee Meeting.  How will the municipality get the word out to the residents.   






NEW	***      Mr. Thayer said that Jersey Energy Group achieves this complete education               
		            through participating in town hall meetings, attending local group meetings
		            and publicizing aggregation and its benefits through local newspapers and 
		            direct mail.  This will be paid for by Jersey Energy Group.  

		Adm. Pietrefesa said that Hunterdon County tried this about 8 – 10 years ago for county-wide and there were no bids because there was not enough customer base.  He asked how Jersey Energy Group will be paid.

		***      Mr. Thayer said that the group gets paid a sales commission from the winning                                                 
		            supplier and is billed into the savings rate to the residents.

		Mayor O’Brien thanked Mr. Thayer and Mr. Sinclair for attending the meeting.

ORDINANCES	There were no ordinances.
		
CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE		22nd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day has been Rescheduled for March 12, 2014; NJ DCA Issues Spending Plan Proposal for Sandy Recovery Funding; The 6th Annual Women in Municipal Government Day; Public Employment Conference; The Economic Opportunity Act of 2013; Menendez Flood Insurance Premium Relief Bill Passed by Senate; Jersey Access Group (JAG) Conference May 7-9; Declaration of State of Emergency Executive Order 147; Urgent Legislative Action Needed on Arbitration Cap; Updates to the Bureau of Information Website – OPRA/OPMA/Ethics Pages;  

b          NJ Transit Information

c.         United Way of Hunterdon County Happenings

d.         2014 Annual Meeting & Dinner Dance – Hunterdon County Chamber of                                                                                                 
Commerce Sponsored by Merck on March 7, 2014 – This dance will take place on February 28, 2014.  March 7, 2014 is the snow date.

e.         Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce Information (Booklet on File in the                                                   
	Clerk’s Office)                              
     
f.	NJ DCA Information

Mayor O’Brien mentioned that he will attend the 22nd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day was rescheduled for March 12, 2014.  



CONSENT             All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
AGENDA               Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	There were none

Resolutions:

Resolution #14-17 –  Approval of Junk Yard License for 2014 to Darryl Carman
        		            Lentini Auto Salvage Company

Resolution #14-28 – Stipulation of Settlement re:  Hunterdon Storage, Inc.,
                                     Block 63.01, Lot 13, 177 Highway 202

Mayor O’Brien asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Resolution #14-17 which was adopted earlier in the meeting.

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE	Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes	
OF THE 
FLOOR		 	No one appeared
             













	Attorney Flaum read Resolution #14-32 in full.    

		Resolution #14-32 - CLOSED SESSION:
	                           Contractual – Medical and Prescription Renewals
Personnel -     2014 Appointments
Litigation -     Fornaciari vs. Township of Raritan
CEPA Claim
		
Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-32.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.


 CLOSED						           Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.
SESSION

OPEN                    The Committee went back into Open Session. 		.
SESSION

	
FURTHER           Resolution #14-33 – Award of Contract for Medical and Prescription
ACTION		         to Horizon Blue Cross/Blue Shield

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-33.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – yes
	Gilbert – yes
	Mangin – yes
	O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.




FURTHER            Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the appointment of John Collins from
ACTION
(Con’t)                   Alternate #2 to a regular member to fill an unexpired term to 12/31/2016.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the appointment of John Gudelis as Alternate #2 to fill an unexpired term to 12/31/2015.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Elbert – no – Comm. Elbert stated that because John Gudelis is
a realtor, he felt that there would be a conflict of interest on Board of Adjustment.
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.  

	Vote: 	4 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  10:22 p.m.  
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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