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The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on February 4, 2014 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Mayor O’Brien called the regular meeting to order at   7:10 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL	The following were present: Mayor Craig O’Brien, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Tom Antosiewicz and Comm. Oliver Elbert.  Comm. Karen Gilbert was absent.   Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Township Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         

MEETING	Mayor O’Brien advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Mayor O’Brien asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

	EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT – NICHOLAS DEORE

	***	Nicholas DeOre, 28 Cider Mill Circle, said that Eagle Scout Anthony Baciagalupo planted thirteen trees in Lone Cedar Park representing the Original Thirteen Colonies.  There were also signs to explain the different tree species relative to the 13 colonies.  Mr. Baciagalupo also was instrumental in installing a kiosk with a description of the species of trees and the boundary of the trail.  Over the years, some of the trees along the trails have been destroyed by vandalism as well as the signs.  He would like to bring the trees and signs to their original look.  He would also like to install a bench for people to sit.

	Comm. Mangin wanted to know if there was a time frame for the project.

	***	Mr. DeOre would like to start by April but he is not sure how much time it will take to start his workbook and gather the materials and also do the fund raising.  







		EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT: (Con’t)

Comm. Elbert asked him to get in contact with Jeannie Geremia who may be able to 
access some donated trees.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that there may be a better way
to improve that section because it is circular.  He felt that there are ways to improve 
the overall design of what is there right now.    

	***	Mr. DeOre said that the trees that were destroyed have to be replaced with the same species of trees that represent each of the 13 colonies.  The trail is laid out with #1 and goes around to #13.

	***	Dr. Larry Ferrari said that he would like to accept the donated trees, however, they must be the species relative to each of the 13 colonies.  He is going to help Mr. DeOre and oversee the project.  

	Mayor O’Brien suggested that they contact Marcia Karrow who is the lead for the
	300th Anniversary of Hunterdon County.  She may have some suggestions for the 
	project.  They should also contact Sup’t Dirk Struening, Director of Public Works for 
	additional help.

PUBLIC                It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue 
COMMENT	shall be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted 
                               on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted 
                               at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  

	***	Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, wanted to know about a check in the amount of $625.00 made payable to Rutgers University for vegetation.  She also wanted to know about a check in the amount of $2,035.20 made payable to Seating, Inc. for chairs.

	Adm. Pietrefesa said that the check to Rutgers was for training for the Public Works
	Department.  The check to Seating, Inc. was for chairs for the Police Department.  

	***	Mrs. Sachau said that the Land Trust is looking for funds to convert a wagon shed into a classroom.  She was not in favor of this is because the non-profit organizations receive many exemptions from taxations, the State, the County and many others.  She felt that the municipality should pull back a little especially because the middle class is vanishing.  She would like to see the non-profit organizations raise money by themselves through fund raisers and donations.





PUBLIC	Attorney Cruz said that the Hunterdon Land Trust has been a partner with the 
COMMENT	municipality in acquiring various parcels of open space in the Township.  Some of
(Con’t)	those parcels could not have been purchased without the contribution that the
	Hunterdon Land Trust has made to the town in acquiring those parcels.  So it’s a two-
	way relationship where the town has had the benefit of using money that has been 
	raised by various sources by the Hunterdon Land Trust.

FINANCIAL	Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:	$  3,266,787.25
ISSUES
	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.
	
		Comm. Mangin asked about Finch Fuel Oil Company for diesel fuel and Rachles/Michele’s Oil Company for gasoline.  He wanted to know if these were State contracts.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that Finch Fuel Oil is a cooperative purchase and Rachles/Michele’s Oil Company is probably a State contract.

	Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes
				
	Motion carried.
 
	Resolution #14-27 – Budget Transfers

	Adm. Pietrefesa said that more money is needed in the Snow Trust Account.  After the transfers from last week, there will be about $90,000 for snow removal costs.  There is $20,000 is for salaries in the regular budget, $15,000 for O/E in the regular budget as well and then the balance is in the trust account.  There is no increase to the  temporary budget.  He was not sure what the overtime will be for the rest of the week with impending snow storms coming.  Sup’t Struening is having a hard time acquiring salt.  He ordered the salt two weeks ago and still has not received the shipment.

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-27.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	





FINANCIAL	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
ISSUES				Elbert – yes
(Con’t)				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

REPORTS	LIAISON REPORTS

 Craig O’Brien - Administration/Finance/Personnel 
Michael Mangin –RTMUA/Economic Development 
Tom Antosiewicz – Public Works/Board of Health/Green Team & Historians 
        Committee 
Karen Gilbert – Flemington-Raritan Schools/Hunterdon Central High School/
                          Parks & Recreation 
Oliver Elbert – Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness/Rural Quality 

		No reports were given by the Township Committee

	UNFINISHED	POLICE REMEDIAION REPORT EXTENSION - The deadline for the 
BUSINESS	reports is May 7, 2014.  He was concerned about having to set up a trust fund for this.  There is already a contract in place and the environmental consultant should continue to do the work. 

		SUSTAINABLE JERSEY CERTIFICATION -  Comm. Antosiewicz said that the Green Team will be handling the certification.   

	NEW 	HUNTERDON LAND TRUST – DVOOR FARM
BUSINESS	
	***       Patty Ruby and Katherine Suttle, Hunterdon Land Trust were present to   discuss some issues pertaining to the Farmer’s Market.  Ms. Ruby went on to say that the Farmer’s Market operates on Sundays in the summertime and once a month on Thursday in the wintertime.  The Farmer’s Market helps out local farmers.  They are requesting food trucks be allowed at the Farmer’s Market.  Currently, there is no food preparation allowed at the market.  A license is issued yearly for food trucks and are only allowed in the B2, B3 and B4 Zones.  The Dvoor Farm is in the public zone.  The Land Trust is seeking a change in the zone to allow the food trucks.  Ms. Ruby asked if a special use variance could be set up just for the Farmers Market.  Ms. Ruby said the Board of Health is in favor.  






NEW	Comm. Mangin suggested that the Ms. Ruby and Ms. Suttle work with Planner Jamie
BUSINESS	Sunyak for information on the different zones.   He asked the Clerk about the 
(Con’t)	licensing and how the licenses are issued.  Clerk Sollena said that the Board of Health 
	issues a temporary license for 21 days for $160.  This would be issued for each of 
	three weekends   There is also a temporary food license issued for a one to three day 
	event for $110.  The township retains $35.00 for each temporary license issued.  

		***       Ms. Ruby also proposed that the Land Trust would like to renovate a wagon
		              shed to convert it into a rustic classroom open for education and community
	              use.  The structure has sustained some damage.   They have secured                                                                                                             
		              $250,000 from a number of sources.  They are in need of an additional  
		              $70,000 to complete the classroom.  They asked if this could be funded 
		              through the  Open Space Fund.

		Comm. Gilbert asked about electricity and heat.  She also said that in 2008 the Township gave the Land Trust $80,000 from the Open Space Fund.  

		***       Ms. Ruby said that it was not heated nor was there any electricity in the                                                               
		             building.

		Comm. Elbert said that the Open Space Committee meets next Wednesday and they are invited to attend.

		Attorney Cruz said he was not sure which zone had to be changed and whether it was a simple change to the ordinance or a long process or maybe a change to the Master Plan.  He referred the Land Trust to Planner Jamie Sunyak.    

		PURCHASE OF ULTRA LOW SULFUR DIESEL FUEL THROUGH   
		MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Sup’t Struening recommended that this be awarded to Finch Fuel Oil through the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.

		BLACK RIVER RAILROAD SYSTEM RESOLUTION RE:  FY2013 & FY2014 RAIL REPLACEMENT PROJECTS – The Black River & Western Railroad would like to repair rail lines in Raritan and Readington Townships.  This would be of no cost to the Township.  A resolution to support this was adopted later in the meeting.

		MUNICIPAL SERVICES ACT AGREEMENT RE:  FLEMINGTON FIELDS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION – This matter was tabled.

	



NEW	BARLEY SHEAF PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION RE:  5K RUN, 
BUSINESS	SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 2014 - Comm. Mangin said that the fire truck and the Rescue 
(Con’t)	Squad will on standby.  It was the consensus of the Committee to approve the 5K Run on Sunday, April 27, 2014.

		JERSEY CENTRAL POWER & LIGHT (JCP&L) RE:  TEMPORARY LANDING OF HELICOPTER – Adm. Pietrefesa said that JCP&L needs an approval from the Township to land a helicopter at the US Bronze site in order to cut down trees near power lines.  It was the consensus of the Committee to allow Adm. Pietrefesa to grant JCP&L permission to land the helicopter.

	ORDINANCES:			ORDINANCE #14-01

		AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING SECTION 2.88.060 TITLED “OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE – MEMBERSHIP” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN

		Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #14-01 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and final adoption scheduled for the meeting of March 4, 2014 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested parties will be heard.
  
		Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

		Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
				Elbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				O’Brien – yes

		Motion carried.

				ORDINANCE #14-02
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ORDINANCES:	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #14-02 on first
(Con’t)	consideration, same to be published according to law with a public hearing and final
adoption scheduled for the meeting of March 4, 2014 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the
Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all
interested parties will be heard.

            Adm. Pietrefesa said that the reason that the cost went from $1.50 to $1.00 was because the actual cost is $1.20 and that is what has to be charged.  It would be very difficult for the Clerk to make all that change.  The Committee agreed.
  
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-	a.	League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE	22nd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day – February 5, 2014; “Prisoner 
Re-entry:  Breaking the Cycle” Conference; “Budget, Ethics and Procurement Updates”; “A Quick Review of budget and Audit Updates; “Municipal Websites, Social Media and Internet Security for Municipalities; School-Municipal cooperation Improves Services, Benefits Taxpayers;  

b.         Hunterdon County Planning Board and Cultural & Heritage Commission                                              
	Press Release re:  2014 Awards Event

c.          Comcast re:  Channel and Price Changes

d.          NJ American Water Public Hearings re:  Increased Rates

      CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
        AGENDA		Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.               
		There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item   
	   will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:	There were none








CONSENT          Resolutions:
AGENDA
(Con’t)		Resolution #14- 25 –  Authorizing the Purchase of Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Fuel 
			 Through the Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-25.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-26 –  Supporting State Funding of the Black River & Western
			Railroad Upgrade of “Goat Curve”

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-26.

Motion was made by Comm. Antosiewicz and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Antosiewicz – yes
			Elbert – recuse 
			Mangin – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #14-28 –  Municipal Services Act Agreement for Flemington Fields

Resolution #14-28 was not adopted.

PRIVILEGE 		Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes
OF THE
FLOOR		***	Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that the kind of open space she would 
like to see preserved is only land and not necessarily any buildings.  is no                                      backup information 
listed on the bill list.  She would like to see a more detailed description of what is being paid.  She would also like to see justification for mileage.  Ms. Sachau was also opposed to the flowers that were given for a relative of an employee who passed away.  She felt that a collection should be made among 



PRIVILEGE		the employees and not have it rest with the taxpayers.   She made mention of
OF THE	                        the Reorganization Dinner and wanted to know if it could be held at
FLOOR					                        Hunterdon County Polytech which would be much cheaper.  She asked why      
                                         the Township received a bill for the call ahead program to check where utility 	                                    wires are before one digs.

		Attorney Cruz read Resolution #14-20 in full as amended.  

		Resolution #14-20 – CLOSED SESSION:
			Contractual – Teamster’s Union Local 469;
CWA Supervisor’s Union;
CWA Higher Level Supervisor’s Union;
Health Insurance Benefits
		
Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #14-20.

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Vote:	5-0 motion carried.

 CLOSED						           Closed Session Minutes are on a separate document.
SESSION

OPEN                    The Committee went back into Open Session. 		.
SESSION
			
FURTHER           There was none.
ACTION

ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

	Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  8:16 p.m.  
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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