          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

              January 15, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on January 15, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Oliver Elbert and Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Comm. Tom Antosiewicz and Comm. Gary Hazard were absent.  Also present was Attorney Albert E. Cruz.         
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Road, said that she was reviewing the paper work on the Ewing property.  There was a vote on a decision from the Planning Board dated November 8, 2010 and she observed that some of the yes votes for that property were by people who were absent.  She presented the document to the Committee.

Attorney Cruz said that there were three columns.  The first column was a vote on the  decision, the second column was the board member and the third column was a vote on the resolution.  The Planning Board does their vote in two steps.  The first step is an oral vote which is taken the night the application or the matter is reviewed which is the vote on the decision.  The vote on the resolution is usually one month later and the person that voted yes on the decision may not be present for the vote on the resolution so they are listed as absent.  These are two separate things.  The vote on the decision occurs one night and the vote on the resolution occurs one month later.  Mayor Mangin said that if board members are present to hear the matter and at some point they are absent, they can review the testimony and still vote at the conclusion.

PUBLIC 
***
Mrs. Sachau wanted to know if the Public Works salaried employees    

COMMENT                    are paid extra for snow removal on a regular work day.
(Con’t)

Mayor Mangin said that the Public Works employees are paid overtime after their regular time.  Attorney Cruz said if an employee works beyond the normal hours that they are allowed to work under the collective bargaining agreement, the employee is paid overtime for the additional work performed.  Comm. Elbert said that on the report submitted by Sup’t Dirk Struening, there is a breakdown for salaried employees.  Attorney Cruz recommended that these questions would be best answered by the Township Administrator.  He said that Mrs. Sachau could make an appointment with the Administrator and he could give her a breakdown, line by line, of what the costs are for the snow removal.


***
Mrs. Sachau said that 13 holidays seem to be what is given along with other time off and felt that less holidays should be negotiated.
FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  85,593.41
ISSUES

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.  

Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.

REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS:  The following liaisons were assigned:
                   
 Michael Mangin:
Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health


                       & Economic Development

Gary Hazard:

Parks & Recreation, Affordability & Wellness, 

                                    Flemington-Raritan Schools & Economic Development

Oliver Elbert:

Rural Quality, Agricultural Advisory Board & Public Works, Open Space Advisory Committee

Tom Antosiewicz:
Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services

            & Economic Development, Historians Committee      

Craig O’Brien:
Public Safety & RTMUA 


REPORTS
Mayor Mangin said that liaison reports will be given at the next meeting.
(Con’t)


SNOW REPORTS:

December 24, 2012 - $8,053.00






December 26, 2012 - $20,235.00






December 29, 2012 - $29,650.00



Mayor Mangin said that the snowstorm of December 29th was reported at 4.5 inches of snow and the bulk of the money was spent on salt and grit of 339 tons at a cost of $17,000.    

UNFINISHED
COMPLETE STREETS POLICY – Planner Sunyak said that she submitted a draft
BUSINESS
resolution that will establish a Complete Streets Policy.  The representatives from HART which is the Regional Transportation Management Association, has been going out throughout New Jersey meeting with municipalities.  They have been drafting preliminary policies, depending upon the town and the demographics.  The draft policy has been reviewed by Engineer Tony Hajjar, herself and Adm. Pietrefesa.  The purpose of this policy will help create bike and pedestrian strategies that coincide with the State’s policy in complete streets.  There should be alternative modes of transportation as municipalities continue to develop.  Some of the municipalities that have adopted a Complete Streets Policy include Clinton, Lambertville and Raritan Borough.  HART has also reached out to the County of Hunterdon to establish its own policy.  This would help with the design and construction of bikes, walkways and transportation modes on the public roads where it is feasible, where it makes sense and where it is  practical.  There are also a number of different things that would have to be identified and reviewed.  A checklist was provided to the Committee that would be an addendum to the policy.  


Mayor Mangin asked about possible exemptions.  For example, if the sidewalks bike paths become more than 50% of the cost of the project, the Township would not require that of the developer.  Planner Sunyak said that the intent is for new development.  



Planner Sunyak said that Page 2 c of the policy states that should the cost of pedestrian, public transit and/or bike facilities cause an increase in the project cost in excess of 15% as determined by engineering estimates, or the cost would be excessively disproportionate to the needs or probable future use over the long term, that would be something that would be considered by the Township Engineer at that time.  The intent of this is for new construction and reconstruction.  



Attorney Cruz said that this is a statement of policy that the Township would like to see occur and if implemented, may need an ordinance.  Comm. O’Brien understood it to be guidance and not direction.  Attorney Cruz agreed.
UNFINISHED
Planner Sunyak said that the Township recently had commissioned by a grant, a bike 
BUSINESS
and pedestrian plan that was done for the entire Township at no cost to the town.  This 
(Con’t)
resolution is recommended in the Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan that was adopted as part of the Township Master Planning process.  It is also her understanding that by implementation of a resolution, this would allow the Township to be at a higher position when it applies for grants from NJ DOT or other agencies.  The State looks at towns that have complete streets policies as a higher priority than other towns.   



Comm. Elbert was concerned about reconstruction.  He mentioned that when Harmony School Road was reconstructed, there was an argument about whether it should be all curbing or be left as a scenic road because it is not heavy traveled.  Planner Sunyak said that the roads are not all the same and the rural roads should not be treated the same as the more heavily traveled roads nor should they be treated the same as a County road that is not under the Township’s jurisdiction.  Planner Sunyak said that a new resolution will be drafted and distributed for discussion at the next meeting.


JCP&L:



1)      West Amwell Resolution – Requesting that the NJ Board of Public Utilities



          hold Hearings on JCP&L’s Response to Hurricane Sandy and take the



          Appropriate Action as May be Authorized



2)
JCP&L’s Petition to the State of New Jersey Board of Public Utilities for

                                         Review and Approval of Increases in and Other Adjustments to its Rates

                                         and Charges (From Township of Marlboro & McNees, Wallace & Nurick)


Mayor Mangin said that the Township has reached out to JCP&L many times to no avail.  Many of the Township residents have been without for up to two weeks. 


***
Frank Veneziale said he would support hearings from JCP&L.  The Township              could then voice its concerns about having better communication.  He would                like to intervene for the hearings and participate in them. 



Attorney Cruz said if it was the Committee’s pleasure to follow West Amwell’s lead on the resolution, he suggested that the Clerk utilize the West Amwell resolution and tailor it for Raritan Township and place it on the Consent Agenda for the next meeting.  The Committee was in favor of Attorney Cruz preparing the resolution.
UNFINISHED
AUTHORIZING ASSIGNMENT OF M & R CONTRACT – TRAP ROCK

BUSINESS\
INDUSTRIES, INC. – Mayor Mangin said that Trap Rock has reformed the company
(Con’t)
from Trap Rock Industries, Inc. to Trap Rock Industries, LLC.  This will have no effect on the current contract.  Attorney Cruz said that he would prepare a resolution acknowledging the change for the next meeting.

NEW
RENEWAL OF JUNK YARD LICENSE TO LENTINI AUTO SALVAGE
 BUSINESS
Township Clerk, Rose Sollena, said that the procedure for the renewal of the junk yard license to Lentini Auto Salvage has been met.  The proofs of publication were received as well as a $25 fee.  Resolution #13-17 was approved later in the meeting.


TOWNSHIP SEAL FOR COURT ROOM 


***       Peter Kinsella, 78 Canterberry Circle, Local Historians Committee, said that                 these images came from Public Works which was taken from the original seal.              The Municipal Building is ten years old and there is still no Township Seal in               the court room.  He said that it would be a diameter of 5’ and a price range of               $400.  It will be full color and will be placed on the wall behind the dais.  The              Committee could opt for something in a three dimension that would run from               $1,800.00 to $2,000.  


The matter was tabled until all Committeemen are present.  It will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.


FLEMINGTON-RARITAN FIRST AID & RESCUE SQUAD, INC. – 2011 AUDIT



***
Frank Veneziale, Canterberry Circle, Flemington-Raritan First Aid & Rescue Squad, said that that there is a requirement that an audit be submitted to Raritan Township each year.  This audit is for the year 2011.


Attorney Cruz said that this audit is tied into the funding from Raritan Township as part of the budget process.  Funds are given to the Rescue Squad by the Township and by reviewing the audit, it is a way to measure how the squad is performing.     


***
Mr. Veneziale said that the President and Chief of the Rescue Squad are anxious to speak to the Committee.   There are two line items in the squad’s budget; one is the annual donation from Raritan Township at about $27,500.00 and one is a $6,000.00 allotment for PEOSHA.  This money has been used for equipment in the last few years. 

NEW
BARLEY SHEAF PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION RE:  5K RUN/1 
BUSINESS
MILE FUN RUN/WALK – Mayor Mangin said that this event will be held on 
(Con’t)
Sunday, April 28, 2013 at 7:30 a.m.  The Police, Public Works and Emergency Management are aware of this event.  It was the consensus of the Committee to move forward for this event.
ORDINANCES
There were none.  
CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

“Budget Updates”; Special Meetings for Follow Up to Hurricane Sandy; Hurricane Sandy Aftermath; Orientation for Newly Elected, Re-elected or Experienced”; “Executive Leadership Training for Mayors and Council Presidents; Update on Pensions, Retirement, Health Benefits and Services; 21st Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day on February 6, 2013; sustainable Jersey Upcoming Events – January, 2013; Senate to Vote on Amended OPRA and POMA Bills in Thursday; Register for Disaster Assistances Extended to January 30, 2013; Sample Resolution Supporting Direct Payment of Energy Taxes to Municipal Governments Available; “Disciplinary Actions in the Public Sector”; “Leaves of Absence in NJ – A Look at the Family Medical Leave Act, the NJ Family Leave Act and ADA Compliance; A Fiscal Cliff “Solution” that could Threaten Property Taxpayers, Oppose Elimination of Federal Income Tax Exemption for Municipal Bonds; “Ethics, Conflicts of Interest and Preventing Sexual Harassment; Sandy Update from FEMA and NJOEM; 2013 Bid Acceptance Dates; Read Across America – New Jersey Leadership & Change:  A Primer for Newly Elected Officials; Invitation to School Boards Forum: SAFE AND SECURE SCHOOLS:  Perspectives after Newtown; NJLM’s 2013 State Legislative Priorities; Changes to the Filing of Annual Debt Statement and Supplemental Debt Statement; 

b.
NJ Business & Industry re:  New Good Neighbor Award Entry Deadline of 

February 1, 2013; 

c.
Hunterdon Helpline re:  Request for Donation

d.
Delaware and Raritan Canal Commission re:  Meeting Schedule 2013

e.
Hunterdon County Solid Waste & Recycling Collection Days:

1)
Household Hazardous Waste - March 9th, July 13th & 
November 9th, 2013

2)
Household Electronics - April 13th & October 12th, 2013

Mayor Mangin said that there is no cost to the residents.
CORRES-
f.
Millennium Strategies re:  December Newsletter

PONDENCE

(Con’t)

g.
Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce – January, 2013 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)  

h.
Elizabethtown Gas (Information on File in the Clerk’s Office)

i.
NJ American Water Information

j.
Raritan Headwaters Association re:  23rd Annual Stream Cleanup

k.
New Jersey Conference of Mayors – Winter Summit with Governor Christie on

January 24, 2013

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Minutes:

Township Committee Meeting Minutes:
November 8, 2012






November 20, 2012
Executive Session Meeting Minutes:

November 20, 2012
Resolutions:

a.
Resolution #13-15 – Tax Refunds
b.
Resolution #13-16 – Construction Code Permit Fee Refund
   c.
Resolution #13-17 – Renewal of Junk Yard License to Lentini Auto



          Salvage for 2013
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:

Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.

OF THE


FLOOR

***
Frank Veneziale, Canterberry Circle, Emergency Management Coordinator,                  reported about an impending snowstorm with icy conditions.  He also                            mentioned the overall flu epidemic.  The Hunterdon Medical Center                              and Somerset Hospitals are on critical care.  The hospitals are full so patients                being driven in ambulances will be diverted to other hospitals.  This will be                  monitored during the next couple of weeks.  He said that the Hunterdon                        County Health Department is encouraging everyone to get a flu shot.  
ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.  


Vote:
3 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:     7:45 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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