          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

             January 17, 2012


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met this date at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Elbert called the regular meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.  
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Oliver Elbert, Deputy Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. John King, Comm. Gary Hazard and Comm. Thomas Antosiewicz.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert Cruz.   
MEETING
Mayor Elbert advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 12, 2012 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Elbert asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World. 
PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


PROCLAMATION: URBACH FARM CLEAN UP

Mayor Elbert read a Proclamation honoring the Hills and Stream Hunting Association for helping to clean up the Urbach Farm. He thanked them for preserving the character of native vegetation communities and wildlife habitat and for sustaining the agricultural use of the land.  Their time volunteered was greatly appreciated.    


The Hunting Association thanked the Committee for their support and for acknowledging all the work that went into the land and hoped that the Hunting Association can continue to work with the Township in any way they can.

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed:
$  827,708.88 
ISSUES


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.  
FINANCIAL
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

ISSUES



Hazard – yes

(Con’t)



King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert - yes

Motion carried.

FINANCIAL
BUDGET TRANSFERS
ISSUES


(Con’t)
Adm. Pietrefesa said that these transfers are for the 2011 reserves.  There are still some items that need to be covered such as HVAC repairs, vehicle maintenance and utility costs, especially gasoline.   

Resolution #12-25 - Budget Transfers (4 Votes Needed for Adoption)


Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-25.


Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard.


Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes





Hazard – yes





King – yes





Mangin – yes





Elbert – yes


Motion carried.

REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS



Mayor Elbert – Administration/Finance/Personnel & Rural Quality – Mayor Elbert was pleased to announce that the closing was held on the Urbach Farm.  He thanked all who helped with this project.  He mentioned that he and Comm. Mangin are now members of the Planning Board.  The Committee is dedicated on working on the 2012 Budget.



Tom Antosiewicz – Parks & Recreation; Flemington-Raritan Schools, Hunterdon



Central HS, Shared Services & RTMUA – Comm. Antosiewicz said that he will be meeting with Flemington-Raritan School District to discuss the school budget.  Hunterdon Central High School will hold a budget meeting on Saturday morning.  He will also be meeting with RTMUA as the Township Liaison.  He spoke with representatives of the Red Cross who informed him that they will be closing their Flemington Office.  He would like to help with a new location.  
REPORTS
John King – Public Works – The NJ DOT has received Federal funding in excess of 
(Con’t)
$7 billion for infrastructure projects within the State of New Jersey.  There is funding available in the amount of $475 million on a local basis.  The Township should be applying for this grant money.  He mentioned that he had the privilege of working with Ira Patel of Maga Power.  They are trying to solve an issue with JCP&L with respect to onsight power transformers.  The visit with JCP&L was successful and resulted with the addition of 16,000 square feet that he will be adding on to his facility and will amount to an additional 50 jobs in the area.  


Michael Mangin – Economic Development & Board of Health – Comm. Mangin said that three census reports were completed on businesses in the Township.  A blank copy of the census has been shared with the Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce.  Chris Phelan, President, would like to do a joint survey.  Comm. Mangin will be attending the Board of Health Meeting on Thursday.  


Gary Hazard – Parks & Recreation, Public Safety/Affordability & Wellness – The Recreation Department is working on winter programs and getting ready for the spring programs.  He will be attending the Open Space Committee meeting.  Risa Hynes was reelected as Fire Chief as well as Justin Flammia, Chief of the Flemington-Raritan Rescue Squad.  He thanked the Fire Company and the Rescue Squad for all their hard work.  An Information Technology Committee was set up to help the town with technology.  He would like to tackle the website which needs a lot of work.  He would like to set up some sort of citizen notification to make sure that the citizens receive pertinent information.   
UNFINISHED
YALE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN ORDINANCE – Planner Jamie Sunyak  

BUSINESS
commented that NORWESCAP is the Township’s consultant for rehabilitation for the Affordable Housing Program.  She will post the information on the Township’s Website and in the Municipal Building Lobby.  


Planner Sunyak gave a brief presentation on the Yale Redevelopment Plan.  In September of 2010, the Township Committee directed the Planning Board to undertake a preliminary investigation to determine whether or not a property known as Block 16.02, Lot 41 as well as other properties met the redevelopment criteria under the local redevelopment housing law.  Certain statutes and procedures had to be followed which was all handled through the Planning Board.  There were several meetings held with respect to a plan she prepared and presented to the Planning Board in September of 2010.  A report was presented with preliminary findings in November of 2010 and it was determined that Lot 41 met two of the criteria with regard with the use of the building.  The building is approximately 328,000 square feet which has been abandoned and underutilized for a number of years.  The Redevelopment Plan was 
UNFINISHED
adopted by the Planning Board there was a public hearing that occurred on
BUSINESS
December 13, 2010.  After that, it was referred to the Township Committee and the Township Committee recommended that the Planning Board undertake a redevelopment plan.  On December 12, 2011, the Planning Board memorized the redevelopment plan and forwarded it back to the Township Committee for its consideration and introduction in terms of an ordinance.  A new zoning district will be created with retail, recreation, banks, office, restaurants, assisted living facilities, discount clubs and recreation.  It will have bikeways and walkways.  There is sewer capacity and public water.  She thanked the property owners in the area for their cooperation and she looks forward to working with them in the future.  


Mayor Elbert thanked Planner Sunyak for working very hard on this redevelopment plan.  Mayor Elbert reiterated that the Township will not use eminent domain.  Comm. King agreed.  Comm. Antosiewicz thanked Planner Sunyak for spearheading this project over a 15 month period.   


Attorney Cruz said that the Planning Board Resolution on Page 3, Paragraph 2 specifically states that the Township should not use the power of eminent domain in connection with any future redevelopment of this area and the Township should so declare in any redevelopment plan.  In reviewing the redevelopment plan, he found that the declaration was missing from the plan.  Pursuant to the local redevelopment law, Section 7F, upon presentation of the redevelopment plan to the Governing Body, the Governing Body may amend the plan to conform to what it believes should be included within the plan.  Attorney Cruz also discussed this with the attorney for the property owner and he is in agreement that the section of the Planning Board Resolution is not incorporated in the redevelopment plan.  Attorney Cruz recommended that Section 3 on Page 7 be specifically amended to add a Subsection 3 that states, “The Township shall not use the power of eminent domain in connection with the Raritan Junction Redevelopment Plan”.  If the Committee deems it appropriate to introduce Ordinance #12-1, he asked that it be introduced with the amendment to Section 3, Subparagraph 3 on Page 7. The Committee was in agreement to add the amendment.  Ordinance #12-1 was introduced later in the meeting.  


ACCUMULATED TIME FOR DAVE COLEMAN – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is a retiree from last year.  Under the conditions of the current policy, he was due accumulated time.  This person falls under the 2007 law which capped the amount payable at whatever was accumulated at that time.  Under the current ordinance, there will be no accumulation of sick time in the future for non-union employees.
UNFINISHED
DRAFT BIKE & PEDESTRIAN PLAN:  AVAILABLE IN THE CLERK AND 
BUSINESS
PLANNING OFFICE – The Draft Bike & Pedestrian Plan is available for review in 
(Con’t)
the Clerk, Planning Office and on the Township Website.  It is being reviewed by the NJ DOT for their approval.  Comm. King felt that the Township is back to the beginning because the amount that was funded does not meet the amount required to do the project.  A letter and/or resolution will be sent to the Commissioner.  This should be done at the next meeting.  

NEW
HUNTERDON COUNTY RE:  MUNICIPALITY RESPONSIBILITY

BUSINESS
REGARDING THE PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILOT) – Adm. Pietrefesa 


said that he contacted the County Administrator as well as Attorney Cruz.  There are some inconsistencies in the report that was submitted by the County.  The monies that were received were called Payment in Lieu of Taxes.  It was not for a PILOT Program under any redevelopment.  It was purely from the Garden State Trust in lieu of taxes for property acquired by the State, i.e. Route 31 By-Pass.  Attorney Cruz said that he spoke with Shannon Taylor and she understood the concerns raised by the Township.  She indicated to Mr. Cruz that further guidance would be received from the County Administrator regarding this matter and that, in the interim, the Township should not make any payments.  Comm. King wanted to know if the County contacted the Township before issuing the letter.  There was none.  


ZONING AMENDMENTS FOR COMMERCIAL RECREATION ZONE (SECTION 16.26G) – Planner Sunyak said this zone will deal with commercial recreation with reference to Section 16.26G.  This section deals specifically with COAH restrictions on residential apartment buildings within the commercial recreation zone.  These residential developments are only permitted within the commercial recreation zone provided under the current ordinance and that the housing is compliant with the affordable housing growth share production ordinance that the Township had at the time.  COAH has modified their methodology and eliminated the growth share ordinance provisions.  A draft zoning language was presented to the Planning Board which has not been established in an ordinance yet.  This is to eliminate the COAH restrictions on the residential development specific to the Raritan Village Shopping Center 2 site on Route 31.  This site was not identified in the COAH Plan for affordable housing and none of the properties within the commercial recreation zone were identified for third round COAH compliance.  This includes Smoothie King, Flemington-Raritan Diner and also the residential component.  This is a deviation from the 2008 Master Plan.  The Master Plan recommended that affordable housing be a component of the development on site.  She will work with Attorney Cruz in terms of developing a draft ordinance for introduction at the next meeting.  Comm. King asked if he could draft a resolution for the Township to submit in order to rectify the situation around COAH and clarify for everyone what the role is of the 
NEW
State with respect to affordable housing.  Attorney Cruz said that the Planner is 
BUSINESS
seeking the authority to prepare a draft ordinance for introduction at the next meeting.  
(Con’t)
In addition to that, this ordinance would be inconsistent with the current Master Plan regarding this specific district.  Therefore, a reasons resolution would also have to be prepared for the adoption of the ordinance, not the introduction.  The reasons resolution sets forth why the municipality is adopting an ordinance which is not consistent with the Master Plan.  Mayor Elbert said that the COAH units were supposed to be 36 and have now increased to 42 units.  He wanted to know why.  



***
George Dilts, Attorney for the property owner, said that the original layout and design had to comply with the COAH units which required one, two and three bedroom apartments.  The proposal in the way the ordinance is designed, the same size building will be comprised of primarily one bedroom apartments and some two bedroom apartments.  There would be no three bedroom apartments. That is why the units went from 36 to 42.  
 


Comm. Mangin asked if the ordinance will have a sunset date of 2018.  Attorney Cruz said that this particular development is not part of the plan so the affordable housing units are being taken out.  This was not included within the calculations that the Township needed to meet its obligation.  It was the consensus of the Committee to agree to the preparation of a draft ordinance and resolution. 


FLEMINGTON-RARITAN FIRST AID & RESCUE SQUAD AUDIT – 



DECEMBER 31, 2010 – Acknowledged.  Comm. Hazard remarked that these reports are also submitted by Flemington-Raritan Parks and Recreation and the Raritan Township Fire Department. 


HUNTERDON COUNTY PLANNING BOARD RE:  2012 MUNICIPAL ALLOCATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF COUNTY TRUST FUNDS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that these are monies that will be allocated to Raritan Township from Hunterdon County.  Comm. Antosiewicz said that the County dropped the municipal allocation from 15% to 10% several years ago.  The difference would amount to $1.1 million that could be used for Township projects.  


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT RE:  TOWNSHIP AUDITOR, ROBERT MORRISON, HODULIK & MORRISON, PA – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Robert Morrison was appointed Township Auditor at the Reorganization Meeting. The fee from last year has not changed.  This is a Non-Fair and Open Contract.  
NEW
ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES CONTRACTS:  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the
BUSINESS
Animal Control Service Contract expired and is operating on a month-to-month basis. 
(Con’t)
Proposals were received from Animal Control Solutions (Current ACO) and Animal 


Control and Investigative Services.   


1)
ANIMAL CONTROL SOLUTIONS – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this is the




current ACO.  Last year the Township paid $60,000 for the contract.  He also 



charged an additional total of $3,300 for calls after 10:00 p.m.  This year his 



bid was for $43,200 with an additional $100 per call after 10:00 p.m.  


2)
ANIMAL CONTROL & INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES – Adm. Pietrefesa




said that this person works for Delaware and West Amwell Townships and




Lambertville.  Contract was awarded to this company at a rate of $44,000 with




no extra charge for calls after 10:00 p.m.  Based on cost, he recommended this




company be awarded the contract.


Comm. Mangin asked about the shared service amount of $50,000.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the $50,000 was the portion that Raritan Township would have to pay for the service.  Attorney Cruz asked if there is a dog bite, does the animal control officer go out and investigate.  He mentioned that in another Township, the Animal Control Officer’s contract did not specifically address vicious dogs and the contractor refused to take action when there was a dog bite and it left the town in a gap position.  He wanted to make sure that this situation was covered in this contract.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the bite would be referred to the Hunterdon County Health Department and a vicious dog license would be issued by the Township.  Attorney Cruz said that if the Committee is inclined to award the contract, that there be a clarification that if there is a vicious dog incident or dog bite that either this person take care of it and follow the appropriate procedure or it be referred to Hunterdon County.  A resolution was adopted to reflect that the contract be awarded to Animal Control & Investigative Services.    


POLICE OUTSIDE DETAIL 2012 ADMINISTRATIVE FEE – Adm. Pietrefesa said that any outside detail for police will be charged $87.60 per hour and the administrative fee will be $17.40 for 2012.


RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE BOND AND LETTER OF CREDIT TO RINCHEM COMPANY – Adm. Pietrefesa said that Eng. Coppola recommended release of a cash bond and Letter of Credit to Rinchem Company.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.
NEW
RENEWAL OF JUNKYARD PERMIT – LENTINI AUTO SALVAGE – Clerk 
BUSINESS
Sollena reported that she was in receipt of a request to renew the Junkyard License 
(Con’t)
from Lentini Auto Salvage Yard.  She received the required Affidavits of Publication


for January 5th and January 12th and also a check for $25 for the fee.  Clerk Sollena



also checked with the Tax Collector and was informed that the taxes are current. 



Zoning and Building Departments reported no violations for this site.  A resolution



was adopted later in the meeting.
ORDINANCES



ORDINANCE #12-1
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A "REDEVELOPMENT PLAN" FOR AN AREA IN NEED OF REDEVELOPMENT INCLUDING BLOCK 16.02/LOT 41 FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY THE YALE MATERIAL HANDLING CORPORATION MANUFACTURING FACILITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7. AND AMENDMENTS AND SUPPLEMENTS TO TITLE 16 OF THE "REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN" WITH SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO EXISTING SECTION 16.22.010, "ESTABLISHMENT OF ZONES", TO EXISTING SECTION 16.22.020, "ZONING MAP", AND TO A NEW SECTION 16.28C WHICH INCLUDES ZONING PROVISIONS FOR A NEW "RJR" RARITAN JUNCTION REDEVELOPMENT DISTRICT GOVERNING THE

DEVELOPMENT OF A "RARITAN JUNCTION REDEVELOPMENT PLAN"

Attorney Cruz said that an amendment will be included to Section 3 adding a new

Subparagraph 3 on Page 7 of the ordinance.  The new Subparagraph to read, “The Township shall not use the power of eminent domain in connection with the Raritan Junction Redevelopment Plan”.  If the Committee wishes to move this ordinance for introduction, it should be done with this amendment. 

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #12-1 on first consideration, same to be published according to law with the addition of Section 3, Subparagraph 3 on Page 7 with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of February 7, 2012 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which all interested persons will be heard.
Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz with the amendment set forth by Attorney Cruz.

ORDINANCES
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes

(Con’t)




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

“Budget Updates” Seminar; Sustainable Jersey “Boot Camp Webinar” – January 24, 2012; 20th Annual Mayors’ Legislative Day; Orientation for the Newly Elected, Re-Elected or Experienced; Update on Recent Council and Local Mandates Case; Executive Leadership Training for Mayor’s and Council Presidents; Governor Signs Transitional Aid Restoration Bill; Land Use Controls:  New Threats, New Challenges”; Division of Local Government Services Issues Guidance on CY 2012 Transitional Aid Process; Survey Created by NJ Child Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board; Legislative Recap for January 5, 2012; Mayors: Help your Town Stay Health in the New Year, Join the Mayors Wellness Campaign Today; Monday, January 9, 2012 – Last Voting Session of the 214th Legislative Session; State of State Address Postponed; Governor Signs Legislation; US Senator Robert Menendez to Hold Senate Banking Committee Field Hearing: “Saving our Neighborhoods from Foreclosures”; 
b.
NJ DEP re:  “Recycling Enhancement Act” (Copy Forwarded to Public Works) 
Comm. Antosiewicz asked if the Township has a Recycling Coordinator.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that at this time the Township does not have a Certified Recycling Coordinator no does the County.  .  

c.
Readington Township Resolution re:  Forest Harvest on State Lands


d.
Borough of Glen Gardner Resolution re:  Intersection Improvements at Route 31 and Main Street

e.
NJ DEP Press Release re:  Recreational Trails Grants P-143 (Copy Forwarded to Planner Jamie Sunyak and Engineer Fred Coppola

f.
Delaware and Raritan Canal Commission Meeting Schedule 2012

g.
Letter from Planner Jamie Sunyak to NJ State Agriculture Development Committee re:  Raritan Township Request for Inclusion in the 2013 PIG Program and Funding Round

CORRES-

h.
Habitat for Humanity re:  Application for Homes in Kingwood Township

PONDENCE

(Con’t)

i.
Comcast Information

j.
Delaware Township Public Hearing on Proposed Revision to the Delaware Township Master Plan re:  Farmland Preservation Plan Element

k.
NJ Business & Industry Association re:  2012 Good Neighbor Award 

l.
NJ Department of State re:  Public Hearings for the Draft Final State Strategic State Plan

m.
Chamber of Commerce News – January, 2012 (Booklet on File in the Clerk’s Office)

n.
Community Planning Assistance Program Request for Proposals

o.
West Amwell Township Request for Certified Recycling Coordinator


Comments:


Comm. Mangin said that prior to Elizabethtown Gas being taken over by NUI, they responded to gas leaks within 30 minutes.  He has experienced, as a member of the Fire Department, that sometimes the response is one hour or no response at all.  He would like Elizabethtown Gas to explain the procedures for gas leaks to the Township Committee at a future meeting.  Frank Veneziale, Emergency Management Coordinator, said that he did not hear from JCP&L for his request to attend a meeting.  with regard to the recent storms.  

Mayor Elbert requested that a survey be taken by the Township for the NJ Child Fatality and Near Fatality Review Board

      CONSENT
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Township 
      AGENDA

Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

1)
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:

2)
Township Committee Executive Session Minutes:
CONSENT
Resolutions:

AGENDA
(Con’t)

Resolution #12-16 – Tax Refunds
Resolution #12-17 – Return of Driveway Bond to NJ Paver Restorations - $400.00

Resolution #12-18 – Authorizing a Professional Services Contract with Robert 


          Morrison, Township Auditor, Hodulk & Morrison, P.A.
Resolution #12-19 – Renewal of Junkyard License for 2012 to Lentini Auto 


          Salvage, Inc.

Resolution #12-20 – Authorizing a Refund of $3.00 for a DVD – Police


          Department
Resolution #12-21 – Authorizing Accumulated Time for Dave Coleman

Resolution #12-22 – Authorizing a Professional Services Contract for 


          Animal Control

Resolution #12-23 – Authorizing the Police Outside Detail 2012 

                      Administrative Fee

Resolution #12-26 – Return of Cash Bond and Letter of Credit to


          Rinchem Company, Inc.

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda with the removal of Item #12”f” – Resolution #12-21 – Authorizing Accumulated Time for Dave Coleman.

Committee Antosiewicz asked about the resolution listed for the return of $3.00.  He asked if it was necessary.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Township could not refund any money without adopting a resolution.

Motion was made by Comm. King and seconded by Comm. Hazard 
Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – yes




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.

CONSENT

Comm. King said that Resolution #12-21 is clearly an example of the problem with 
AGENDA

the policies of accumulated sick time and he is asking for a separate motion.

(Con’t)
Resolution #12-21 – Authorizing Accumulated Time for Dave Coleman

Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #12-21.

Motion was made by Comm. Hazard and seconded by Comm. Antosiewicz.

Roll Call Vote:
Antosiewicz – yes




Hazard – yes




King – no




Mangin – yes




Elbert – yes

Motion carried.
PRIVILEGE
(Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes)
OF THE
FLOOR
***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway, said that she wanted to request the Council to think about adopting a similar resolution to the one adopted by Readington Township opposing logging on open space land.  She thought that the taxpayers who paid for the open space land and paid to save it as open space do not want logging on the land.  She also reported on the Public Trust Doctrine which was passed by the Supreme Court in relation to wildlife on the lands.  The Public Trust Doctrine established the legal precedent that governments should hold wildlife in trust for all citizens.  As trustee, the State could not delegate trust duties to private concerns.  The State has an affirmative duty to fulfill trust responsibilities.  It cannot sit idly by while trust resources are depleted or wasted.  

Mayor Elbert said the resolution will be discussed at the next agenda for consideration 

by the Committee.  
ADJOURN-
Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Hazard.  


Vote:
5 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at: 8:35 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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