		Reorganization Meeting Minutes
		January 2, 2015


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on January 2, 2015 at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

	MEETING	Township Administrator Allan Pietrefesa, acting as Temporary Chairman called
	CALLED	the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

MEETING	Adm. Pietrefesa advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the
ADVERTISED 	Open Public Meetings Act in the December 11, 2014 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE

	Adm. Pietrefesa asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World.   

	TOWNSHIP COMMITTEEMEN SWORN IN

	State Senator Michael Doherty administered the Oath of Office to Louis Carl Reiner
	as Township Committeeman for a three (3) year term to December 31, 2017.

	State Senator Michael Doherty administered the Oath of Office to Richard Chen as
	Township Committeeman for a three (3) year term to December 31, 2017.

ROLL	Present were:  Comm. Richard Chen, Comm. Karen Gilbert, Comm. Michael 
CALL	Mangin, Comm. Louis Riener and Comm. Craig O’Brien.Also present
	were Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney Albert E. Cruz	

	ELECTION OF MAYOR:

	Township Clerk Rose Sollena asked for names for nomination for Mayor for the year 
	2015.

	Comm. Gilbert nominated Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Chen.

	Clerk Sollena asked if there were any other names for nomination.  There were none.

	Clerk Sollena asked for a motion to close the nominations for Mayor and elect Craig O’Brien for 2015.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.



	Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				Reiner – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried. 

	Assemblywoman Donna Simon administered the Oath of Office to Craig O’Brien as 2015 Mayor.

	ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

	Township Clerk Rose Sollena asked for names for nomination for Deputy Mayor for the year 2015.

	Comm. Mangin nominated Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Mayor O’Brien for Deputy Mayor 2015.

	Clerk Sollena asked if there were any other names.  There were none.

	Clerk Sollena asked for a motion to close the nominations and elect Karen Gilbert as Deputy Mayor for the year 2015.

	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Mayor O’Brien.

	Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				Reiner – yes
				O’Brien – yes

	Motion carried.

	Clerk Sollena administered the Oath of Office to Comm. Karen Gilbert as Deputy
	Mayor for the year 2015.

	Mayor O’Brien presided for the balance of the meeting.

	Resolution #15-1 – Yearly Appointments

	Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-1.

	Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

	Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
				Gilbert – yes
				Mangin – yes
				Reiner – yes
				O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Clerk Sollena administered the Oaths of Office to all Appointees

Resolution #15-17 – Honoring Oliver Elbert for His Service as Township
		           Committeeman

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-17.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
Reiner – yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Oliver Elbert said that he enjoyed working with the Township Committee and all Township Employees.  It has been a great experience.  

Resolution #15-18 – Honoring Thomas Antosiewicz for His Service as 
		           Township Committeeman

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-18.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.

Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
Reiner - yes
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.



NON CONSENT AGENDA:

Resolution #15-14 – Appointment of Joseph S. Novak as Municipal Court
		          Judge for a Term of Three (3) Years

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-14.

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen.

Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
Reiner – no – Comm. Reiner felt that the Township could have
	          done better.
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

Resolution #15-16 – Appointment of Martin Allen as Tax Attorney for a
		          Term of Ninety (90) Days

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt Resolution #15-16.

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Mangin.

Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes – Comm. Mangin said he would like to see this
					 Appointment for a full year.
			Reiner – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.








ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION:

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to appoint the following to the Environmental Commission.

Jayne Gilbert 		Member			- 3 years
Ray Simonds			Member			- 3 years
Michele Cavalchire		Alternate #1			- 2 years
							Unexpired Term to 12/31/1
Michael Ehasz		Alternate #2			- 2 years

Motion was made by Comm. Gilbert and seconded by Comm. Chen.

Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
Gilbert – yes
Mangin – yes
Reiner – abstain
O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

CONSENT	All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the
AGENDA					            Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  
			                         There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item                                            
                                 wll be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
	
Resolutions:
	
	Resolution #15-2 – Meeting Dates for 2015		

Resolution #15-3 – Delinquent Taxes
	
	Resolution #15-4 – Bank Depositories

Resolution #15-5 – Appointment of Search Officers

		Resolution #15-6 – Designating Official Newspapers

		Resolution #15-7 – Officials Signing Checks

Resolution #15-8- Authorizing the Tax Collector to Cancel Tax 
	                   Refunds of Delinquent Amounts of Less than $10.00



Resolution #15-9 – Appointment of Emergency Management Council
                                for 2015

Resolution #15-10 – Authorizing the Assessor to Sign Stipulations

Resolution #15-11 – Authorizing Township Attorney to File Tax Appeals
                                   on Behalf of the Township

Resolution #15-12 – Authorizing the Tax Collector to Conduct a Tax Sale for
	                      Prior Years’ Delinquent Taxes

Resolution #15-13 – Authorizing the Engineer to Sign Temporary Right-of-
		          Way Easements

Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Chen.

Roll Call Vote:	Chen – yes
			Gilbert – yes
			Mangin – yes
			Reiner – yes
			O’Brien – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.  

No one appeared.

	MAYOR’S COMMENTS AND DINNER ANNOUNCEMENT:

		Mayor O’Brien announced that the Reorganization Dinner will follow the meeting at the Copper Hill Country Club, 100 Copper Hill Road, Ringoes, New Jersey at 6:00 p.m. (Cash Bar); 7:00 p.m. (Buffet Dinner)

		






		MAYOR’S COMMENTS AND DINNER ANNOUNCEMENT: (Con’t)

[bookmark: _GoBack]		Mayor O’Brien thanked everyone for attending including, Senator Doherty, Senator Bateman, Assemblywoman Donna Simon.  Also Freeholders Rob Walton and John King; Matt Holt, Judge Novak and Prosecutor Bob Ballard.  He appreciated that all took the time to attend the Reorganization Meeting.  It is right and just that the Township comes together for a Reorganization Meeting.  Not just to satisfy the legal requirements but to reorganize the Township Committee and all the Boards and Committees with everyone coming together as a community.  The Committee looks to the people who serve on the Boards and Committees to help keep the heels of government running.  The Committee values that advice.  He honored those who have come before.  Mayor O’Brien mentioned that resolutions were adopted for Former Mayors and Former Township Committeemen Oliver Elbert and Tom Antosiewicz.  He thanked them for their service to the Township for the past six years.  He thanked the members of the Township Committee for entrusting him with the job of Mayor.  and hopes to earn their trust.  Where they disagree, he hopes the Committee can disagree with respect and honesty.  Where the Township agrees, he hopes that the Committee can make a lot of progress.  Together the Township can move forward, care for the business in town and fully meet the obligations to the citizens and the town itself.

		Comm. Mangin announced that Township Engineer Antoine Hajjar just received his Surveyor License.  						
	

ADJOURN-           Mayor O’Brien asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting
MENT
	Motion was made by Comm. Mangin and seconded by Comm. Gilbert.  

	Vote: 	5 – 0 motion carried.

	Meeting adjourned at:  5:30 p.m.   
					

						Respectfully submitted,

						Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC
						Township Clerk
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