          Raritan Township Committee Minutes

                      July 16, 2013


The Township Committee of the Township of Raritan met on July 16, 2013  
at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey 

MEETING
Mayor Mangin called the regular meeting to order at:  7:06 p.m.
CALLED

ROLL CALL
The following were present: Mayor Michael Mangin, Comm. Oliver Elbert and  Comm. Craig O’Brien.  Comm. Tom Antosiewicz and Comm. Karen Gilbert were absent.  Also present was Adm. Allan Pietrefesa and Attorney William Willard.           
MEETING
Mayor Mangin advised that the meeting was advertised in accordance with the

ADVERTISED 
Open Public Meetings Act in the January 10, 2013 issue of the Hunterdon County Democrat and was posted on the office bulletin board and the Township Website.      


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE


Mayor Mangin asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag and to remain standing for a Moment of Silence to Remember our Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces and in Particular Those Serving In Troubled Areas Around the World and the victims of the Boston Marathon and Connecticut.  

PUBLIC
It is the policy of the Township Committee that all public comments on an issue shall

COMMENT
be limited to three minutes per person.  Public comment shall be permitted on items of concern regarding the agenda only.  In addition, time will be allotted at the end of the meeting for public comment on any issue.  


***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, commented on the resolutions for the Professional Services Contracts for various attorneys.  She felt that the rates were too high and should be lowered.  She said that the Township should ask for a reduction.  She wanted to know about the high salary for a planning assistant.  

***
Kat Catalango, 48 Wertsville Road, Ringoes, New Jersey, is a member of the Board of Directors of the East Amwell Historical Society.  The Historical Society is going to hold a 5K race on Saturday, October 19, 2013 to support the Clausen House Rehabilitation on Old York Road.  She is informing the Township Committee because one half of Toad Lane is in the Township.  The Chief will be notified of this event.  Ms. Catalango will supply all of the information to the Clerk.

FINANCIAL
Payment of Bills as Listed for Raritan Township:
$  2,683,016.53
ISSUES

Mayor Mangin said that the major portion of the bills are for the schools and the Joint Insurance Fund.


Comm. O’Brien asked about 1293, 1294 and 1295.   Adm. Pietrefesa said that Central Jersey Housing is the agency that the Township hired to administer the housing plan.  Flemington South Gardens is for the rental assistance for the senior housing.  McElroy, Deutsch is the firm for the special COAH attorney which is John Belardo.  Comm. O’Brien also wanted to know about the payment to the Campbell Foundry Company and the payment to HC Tri-Centennial Committee.  Adm. Pietrefesa said that the payment to the Campbell Foundry Company are funds from the escrow account not Township funds.  The payment to HC Tri-Centennial Committee is for the print that the Township Committee authorized when Marcia Karrow came to speak to the Committee earlier in the year.  In answer to Comm. Elbert’s question, Adm. Pietrefesa said that the payment for Animal Control and Investment Services is paid from the Animal Trust Account.

Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for Raritan Township.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.  

Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.


Payment of Bills as Listed for the Raritan Township Fire Company (April 16, 2013)









$   35,264.53

Deputy Mayor Elbert asked for a motion to approve the Bill List for the Fire Company.


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.

Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes


Motion carried.
REPORTS
LIAISON REPORTS

 Michael Mangin - Administration/Finance/Personnel, Board of Health

& Economic Development – Mayor Mangin said that there are two positions available
which are the Zoning Inspector/Planning Assistant and the Supervisor of Accounts.  Interviews are being conducted.  There were three septic systems approved at the Board of Health Meeting.  The Planning Board approved Johanna Farm’s application.  He felt that Johanna Farms is doing a great job and the residents are going to benefit from the plant improvements.    
Oliver Elbert – Rural Quality & Public Works – Comm. Elbert said that the County Agricultural Development Board approved two properties on River Road to be included in the Agricultural Development Area.  The information was sent to the State for its approval.    
Karen Gilbert - Flemington-Raritan Schools, Parks & Recreation, 
Economic Development, Public Safety,  Affordability & Wellness – No report.
Tom Antosiewicz - Hunterdon Central HS, Green Team & Shared Services  - No report.      

Craig O’Brien – RTMUA and Public Safety -  Comm. O’Brien said that he is going to attend the meeting of the RTMUA on Thursday.  He will give an update on the resource officer.
UNFINISHED
APPOINTMENTS:
BUSINESS
1)     PLANNING BOARD – CLASS II MUNICIPAL OFFICIAL – Mayor Mangin said that the Planning Board has had a quorum needed for every meeting.  It has been difficult to find a Class II Municipal Official.  He asked Mark Peters from the Board of Health, however, his schedule would not allow him to do this.  



2)     MEMBER – LOCAL HISTORIANS COMMITTEE – Comm. Mangin said that this matter will be carried over to the next meeting.


NON UNION SALARY ORDINANCE – Adm. Pietrefesa said that this ordinance is back on the agenda for the purposes of adjusting the salary ranges.  The ordinance only adjusts the salary ranges with no increases at this time.  Ordinance #13-7 was introduced later in the meeting.
UNFINISHED
NO NET LOSS GRANT – Adm. Pietrefesa said that many years ago when the 
BUSINESS
improvement to Case Boulevard and Route 202 was done, the NJ DOT awarded the 
(Con’t)
Township a No Net Loss Grant allocation because of the number of trees that were removed.  The Township has been trying to have this grant approved for years.   Finally, through the help of Eng. Tony Hajjar and Tom Antosiewicz, the Township received a grant in the amount of $61,200 to replace the trees.  The grant is for 204 trees @ $300 per tree.  


REJECTION OF BIDS FOR AUTUMN LEAF DRIVE EXTENSION – Eng. Tony Hajjar said that four bid packets were picked up and only two were received.  The lowest bid was $569,640.16 which was way over what was appropriated for the project.  The Township will rebid the project in the spring.   Eng. Hajjar said that the prices may fluctuate in the spring.  A resolution denying the bids was adopted later in the meeting. 
 NEW
100% DISABILITY EXEMPTION RE:  ROBERT F. FOSTER -  Mayor Mangin
 BUSINESS
said that Mr. Foster notified the Township under the disabilities act to receive a partial exemption of his taxes.  He wanted the Township to have his exemption effective May of 2012, when he was certified as being disabled, however, the request was received on June 5, 2013.  He suggested that the Township make it a practice that the request is counted from the date it is received.  It was the consensus of the Committee to grant the request for 100% disability exemption effective June 5, 2013 in the amount of  $822.90.  Resolution #13-103A was adopted later in the meeting.  


EMPLOYEE PICNIC – The tentative date will be on Friday, September 20, 2013.  The Police and Public Works will be notified.


BLOCK PARTY AT DEER TRAIL ON SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2013 (RAIN DATES – SUNDAY, JULY 28TH AND AUGUST 4th 


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to approve the Block Party on July 21, 2013 on Deer Trail, with notification to Emergency Services.    


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.



Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes





O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried.



The Police and Public Works Departments will be notified.  

NEW
SUSTAINABLE NEW JERSEY GRANT FUNDED BY WALMART FOR 
BUSINESS
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION AT THE HUNTERDON 
(Con’t)
MEDICAL CENTER – Mayor Mangin said there was a revised resolution that stated that the Sustainable New Jersey Grant Funded will be funded by Walmart and not PSE&G.  

                               ***
Harold Quinn, 10 Cherryville Hollow Road, Green Team Member, said that 

a resolution was adopted last year supporting the Hunterdon Medical Center submitting a grant.  At that time, PSE&G was funding it.  This year, Walmart will be funding the grants.  He would like to resubmit the application for two grants.  Hunterdon Medical Center has a place for the charging station and will maintain it.  A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACTS:




1)     
TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY




2)
LABOR ATTORNEY




3)
TAX ATTORNEY




4)
SPECIAL COAH COUNSEL




5)
PLANNING BOARD ATTORNEY




6)
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT ATTORNEY




7)
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT FOR PLANNING AND ZONING BOARDS




8)
TOWNSHIP AUDITOR




9)
TRAFFIC CONSULTANT




10)
BOND COUNSEL



Adm. Pietrefesa said that some of the attorneys are appointed by their respective boards, i.e., Planning, Zoning, Traffic Consultant and Landscape Architect.  No increases have been given in the past five or six years.  The rate of pay is about 1/3rd of less than the public sector.  Resolutions were adopted later in the meeting.
AMENDING ORDINANCE #13-1 – CWA WHITE COLLAR UNION SALARY ORDINANCE – Adm. Pietrefesa said that the Planner’s Assistant/Zoning Inspector position must be included in the salary ordinance.  It was the consensus of the Committee to change the grouping of this position from Group VI to Group V.  The salary range for Group VI was $46,000 to $68,000.  The title will be listed in Group V with a salary range of $40,000 to $63,000.  The ordinance will be amended to reflect the change.  An ordinance was introduced later in the meeting.  
NEW
PURCHASE OF DIESEL FUEL FROM FINCH FUEL OIL, INC. UNDER THE
BUSINESS
MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL (MCCPC) – Mayor 

(Con’t)
Mangin said that the Township has saved a lot of money under this pricing cooperative, especially with the reconstruction of Dory Dilts Road.  The Township paid almost 30% less for the macadam.   A resolution was adopted later in the meeting.  
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE #13-4
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 12.44 TITLED “STREET AND BUILDING NUMBERS” OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN



Meeting opened to the public.  No one appeared.


Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to close the public hearing to the public and adopt Ordinance #13-4 on final consideration, same to be published according to law.



Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.


Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes




O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried.





ORDINANCE #13-7

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES NOT COVERED BY A BARGAINING AGREEMENT AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-7 on first consideration with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of August 20, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested parties will be heard.


Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.

ORDINANCES
Roll Call Vote: Elbert – yes
(Con’t)

O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried.




ORDINANCE #13-10

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF RARITAN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND ORDINANCE #13-1 ESTABLISHING A SALARY AND WAGE PLAN FOR EMPLOYEES IN THE CWA LOCAL 1040 WHITE COLLAR BARGAINING UNIT AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION THEREOF



Attorney Willard said that this ordinance was amended to reflect the position of Zoning Assistant/Zoning Inspector in Group V with a salary range of $40,000 to $63,000.



Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to introduce Ordinance #13-10 as amended on first consideration with a public hearing and a vote scheduled for the meeting of August 20, 2013 beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, One Municipal Drive, Flemington, New Jersey at which time all interested parties will be heard.



Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.


Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes




O’Brien – yes





Mangin – yes



Motion carried.

CORRES-
a.
League of Municipalities: (All Information is on File in the Clerk’s Office):
PONDENCE

State Comptroller Report on Local Government Legal Fees; S-2114/A-3317 – Prohibits Municipal Registration of Multi-Family Dwellings; Special Election Costs; Private Collection of Municipal Court Debt AOC Guidelines; Legislative Recap for the Week of June 24th; 16th Annual elected Officials Hall of Fame; Federal Relations Resource News:  “The Making of Nation’s Laws” Reprinted League Federal Relations Webpage Updated; Ethics Resources from the League; NJ Hall of Fame Mobile Museum Launch Invitation; Urge your Legislators to Support A-2753, Energy Receipts Property Tax Relief Initiative; Legislation Regarding Defeated School Budget Deadline before Full Assembly on June 20, 2013; Division of Local Government Services Issues Guidance on 
CORRES-

League of Municipalities: (Con;’t)

PONDENCE

the Use of Procurement Cards; AC Central Reservations for Hotel 
(Con’t)

Reservations for Atlantic City Convention; A-2586/S-1534 – Exempts Private 


Institutions of Higher Education from MLUL Requirements; Jersey Access 


Group – New League Affiliated Associations; 90% Federal Cost Share for FEMA Public Assistance Authorized; Continuing the State’s Super Storm Sandy Enhanced Incentives; Suspension of Commercial Development Fee 


Expires; Amendments to the Common Sense Shared Service Act; Affordable


Care Act Employer Responsibility Payment and Reporting Provisions Delayed Until 2015; Affordable Housing, Municipal Housing Trust Funds; Affordable Housing COAH, Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Funds (2); League Foundation Releases Latest White Paper; Woodbridge Township will Host the NJ Senior Olympic Games; NJ Supreme Court Issues Decision in COAH Abolition Case; Applying for Grants; League Legal Services; NJ Supreme Court Orders New Trial to Harvey Cedars Dunes Case; 

b.
NJ DOT re:  Presentation on Grants Management – Adm. Pietrefesa said he may attend this session about grant management.  
c.
NJ Board of Public Utilities re:  Acknowledgement of Receipt of Resolution Opposing JCP&L Petition for a Rate Increase

d.
Township of Kingwood Resolution re:  Opposing JCP&L Petition for a Rate Increase

e.
HART Commuter Information Services re:  Annual Meeting  -  

f.
County of Hunterdon Purchasing Department re:  Bid to Top Line Construction Company.

g.
Readington Township Ordinance re:  Land Use (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

h.
HART re:  Community Award:  Barley Sheaf Sidewalk Project – The Township will be receiving a Community Award from HART.
i.
Borough of Flemington Ordinance re:  Land Development (On File in the Clerk’s Office)

j.
West Amwell Township Resolution re:  Opposing JCP&L Company’s Petition for a Rate Increase

k.
Raritan Headwaters Association re:  Thanks for Support of the 23rd Annual Stream Clean Up of the Raritan River

CORRES-
l.
National Moth Week – Global Citizen Science – July 20th to July 28th is 
PONDENCE

National Moth Week.   
(Con’t)
m.
Buckeye Partners, L.P. Information




n.
Williams Transco Pipeline




o.
12th Annual Innovation in Governance Awards Program

p.
League of Municipalities re:  Special Elections on August 13, 2013 and October 16, 2013 – Reimbursement Costs from the State of New Jersey – Clerk Sollena reported that the State will reimburse municipalities for any special costs incurred from the special elections.  Mr. Dressel of the League wants more clarification on the reimbursements.
NON

Resolutions:

CONSENT
AGENDA

Resolution #13-103A - Authorizing 100% Disability Exemption and Tax Refund 



   to Robert F. Foster, Effective June 5, 2013

Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt Resolution #103A.

Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.
Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes




O’Brien – yes




Mangin – yes

Motion carried.
Resolution #13-103B – Authorizing 100% Disability Exemption and Tax Refund



   to Robert F. Foster, Effective May 26, 2012

Resolution #13-103B was not adopted.
CONSENT

All matters listed on the Consent Agenda have been submitted for study by the 
AGENDA

Township Committee and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

CONSENT

Minutes:

AGENDA
(Con’t)

Township Committee Budget Session Minutes:   May 7, 2013 & May 14, 2013
Township Committee Meeting Minutes:   May 7, 2013



Resolutions: 




Resolution #13-104 – In Support from the Raritan Township Committee 



 Authorizing the Sustainable Jersey Grant Funded by 



 Walmart

Resolution #13-105 – No Net Loss Grant

Resolution #13-106 – Rejection of Bids for Autumn Leaf Drive Extension

Resolution #13-107 – Professional Services Contract for Township Attorney,

Resolution #13-108 – Professional Services Contract for Labor Attorney

Resolution #13-109 - 
Professional Services Contract for Tax Attorney

Resolution #13-110 – Professional Services Contract for Special COAH Counsel

Resolution #13-111 – Professional Services Contract for Planning Board 



 Attorney

Resolution #13-112 – Professional Services Contract for Zoning Board of 



 Adjustment

Resolution #13-113 – Professional Services Contract for Landscape Architect



 for Planning and Zoning Boards

Resolution #13-114 – Professional Services Contract for Township Auditor

Resolution #13-115 – Professional Services Contract for Traffic Consultant

Resolution #13-116 – Professional Services Contract for Bond Counsel



Resolution #13-119 – Authorizing the Purchase of Diesel Fuel from Finch Fuel



Oil Through the Morris County Cooperative Pricing 



Council
CONSENT
Mayor Mangin asks for a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda.

AGENDA
(Con’t)

Motion was made by Comm. Elbert and seconded by Comm. O’Brien.



Roll Call Vote:
Elbert – yes







O’Brien – yes







Mangin – yes

Motion carried.

PRIVILEGE
Anyone may address the Committee on any issue for three (3) minutes.
OF THE

FLOOR

***
Barbara Sachau, 2 Glenway Drive, said that the NJ State League of                    Municipalities keeps sending correspondence that oppose open public meetings. She found that to be reprehensible that the tax payers are paying for this organization which is denying them the right to have information.  She didn’t  think that the Township Committee should support this.  She wanted to know a $500 payment to the Moose Lodge and a $1,500 payment to Izoso.




Adm. Pietrefesa said that those monies were from a grant from Clean Communities for clean up of a park or roadway by the members of the Moose Lodge.   Izoso is the IT Company that performs equipment repairs on the computers and internet service.

***
Mrs. Sachau also commented on the $211 payment to the NJ Register.  She said that it can be retrieved on line.  




Adm. Pietrefesa said that this payment was for the Fire Official.  What is retrieved on line is not the same as the NJ Register.  With regard to the Open Public Meeting Act, Attorney Willard pointed out that the League of Municipalities felt that there would be a heavy cost to the taxpayers if this legislature was passed.  A subcommittee with two committee persons would have to advertise the meeting and the public would have to be invited.  It is not appropriate.
***
Mrs. Sachau didn’t see the cost involved and she felt that a sub-committee should be subject to an open meeting with the public.  The subject matter discussed among a sub-committee would be a done deal without the public knowing about it.
Attorney Willard said that everything must come before the Township Committee and 

the public would be invited.



Resolution #13-118 - CLOSED SESSION:

                                    Contractual – Contract Negotiations:  CWA White Collar 

                                                             Local 1040 Union; Teamster’s






  Union Local 469; Supervisor’s Union;

  Higher Level Supervisor’s Union;

  PBA Union Local 337; PBA Union Local 337A

 Not Adopted. 
Comm. O’Brien mentioned that there is a draft of the rules governing towing operations and he will give it to the Clerk for distribution.  This matter will be discussed at the next meeting along with an agreement for the resource officer at the high school.
ADJOURN-
Mayor Mangin asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting

MENT


Motion was made by Comm. O’Brien and seconded by Comm. Elbert.    


Vote:
3 – 0 motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at:   8:25 p.m.  






Respectfully submitted,







Rose Sollena, RMC/CMC







Township Clerk
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